
It is stated that the difficult feat of walking one hundredmilesin twenty-fourhours is shortly to be attemptedby apedes-
trian of thename ofEdwards. The feat, if fairly accomplished,
willbe a surprising one,but we would recommend the gentlemen
whohaveconsented to act as the committee, toprovide their own
tapein the measurementofthe distance,as wehavealively recol-
lectionof a gentleman bearing the same name undertaking in
another Colony to walk sevenmilesin thehour,and whichhe wassupposedtohave successfully performed, but it was afterwardsfound that the tape whichhekindly providedfor the occasion had
reducedthe distanceby nearly amile.

Bsthearrivalof the Otago we are inpossessionof English dates
to the14thinstant, but the intelligence is not of an important char-
acter. AnEnglish telegramon the above date states that during the
recent alarminEiu'ope, England despatched a note to Germany,in
which was expressed a verydecidedopinion regarding themainten-
ance o£ peace. The reply,however,received from thatPower was in a
concilatory tone, beingbothsatisfactoryandfriendly. The Presidentof the FrenchRepublichas written to thankEngland for her friendly
.attitude.

—
Tlie funeral of John Mitchel took place at Newry, and

wasattendedby ten thousandmourners,but the wires are silent with
regard to the circumstances of his death or that of his patrioticbrother-in-law, John Martin.

—
That most veracious chronicler,

Anthony Trollope,has paid another visit to the antipodes, and isat
presentlocated in Sydney. The object of his second visit has not
beenetated,butitmaybe possibleitis for thepurpose of correcting,
in a second edition of hisworkon the colonies, the inaccuracies for
whichitwas so notable on its issue.

—
We regret to learn that thewhole of the New Zealand mails for March were on board the ill-

fated steamer Schiller, and have been all lost, but of course,much
.asthisis tobe deplored,itpalesintoinsignificancebefore themelancholy
tidings of thesacrificeof comanypreciouslives.

The efforts whichhave beenmade of late toestablish aWork-ing Men's Club in Dunedin have at last been crowned with,
success, Saturday last being the opening night. The Club
is situatedinPrinces street, opposite thePost Office, and,in addi-tion toreading,smoking, andother rooms, is also providedwithabilliardtable. The Clubnowboasts of a large number ofmem-bers,among-st whom— as an honorary one

— figures the name of
HisExcellencythe Marquis of Norinanby. Such an association
will prove aboon to the young menof Dunedin, and only requires
judicious managementto become a thoroughsuccess.

Itis with regret we learn that circumstances of a private
naturehavecaused Mr. AlbertBeck, one of therepresentativesof
BellWard, toresignhisposition in the City Council. Theonly
candidateas yetin tho field for the vacancy is Mr. E. H. Leary,
who willplacehimselfinnomination.

Mondaylastbeing thenatal day of Her Majesty, was cele-
bratedas aclose holiday, the Tradesmen's Races taking place onKensington Course. His Excellency the Governor was present
during the earlier portion of the day, but the weather assuming a
somewhat threateningaspect, andno protectiontherefromhaving
beenprovided,hehastilybeata retreat.

In journalistic matters there have been material changes
oflate. The editorshipofthe 'Bruce Herald

'
has become vacant

through fclie appointmentof Mr. J. M. Perrier to a similar posi-
tion on the Wellington " Weekly Mail.' Mr. Perrier seems to
havemade ahostof friendsin the district which he has justleft,
andbeforehis departure was entertained by the proprietorand
employe's of the'Herald/ and presented with, a handsome silver
service inrecognitionof the esteem inwhich he has been held.
The vacancy thus causedwill be filled by Mr. F. Nicholls, sub-
editor of the 'Daily Times,' andit is with regret that his manyfriends,bothinand out of the profession, have heard of his in-
tendeddeparture,his genial good nature and thoroughbon-homie
securing the esteem andfriendship of those to whomhe is known.
Mr. George Geddes, who has occupied the position of publisherof
the f Guardian' for the past twelve months, also severedhis con-
nection with that journal. Mr. Geddes has relinquishedhisposi-
tron toenter upon a different sphereof labour,butbefore doing so
was presentedby the runnersunder his charge with a testimonial
and a very handsome souvenir in consideration of the uniform
courtesy theyhadexperiencedat his hands. To each and all of
these gentlemen we tender our best wishes, and trust they will
securein. their different spheres the hearty expressions^,ofgood-
will which followsthem fromDunedin.

Bya,'GazetteExtraordinary,' published onthe15thinstant,
themembers ofbothHouses are informed that Parliament will
assemble for the despatch ofbusiness on the 30thprox. Another
lengthyExtra, issued also on the15th,gives anumber of interest-
ingtables ofstatistics regarding the colonialprize firing of1875.

A fireof a most dangerouscharacter, but luckily unattended,
withloss of life, occurred on Saturday night inMaitlandstreet.
Itappearsthat Mr. and Mrs.Watson, by whom xhebuilding was
ownedandoccupied,hadgone to town, leaving thehouse in the
careof Mrs Watson'smother and the servant. In the course of
theevening the latter, insearching for some boots beneathone of
the beds, set fire to the drapery, and in a few moments the
house was in flames. One of the children was rescued by
Mrs. Watson's mother at considerablerisk,butneither fortunately
receivinganyinjury. Although the house was insured for .£550
the loss sustained amounts to,£I,OOO.

We woulddraw the attentionof our readersto a return,pub-
lishedinanother column, of thenumber of scholars attendingthe
CatholicSchools ofDunedin,and which possesses especialinterest
for Catholics. Prom that statement it willbe seen that,notwith-
standing the supposedsuperiority possessed by schools whichare
endowedfrom thepublicpurse, over 500 children areeducatedat
St. Joseph's without the slightest aid from the Government. It
is also worty of note that, as there are but 2000 CatholicsinDun-
edin,thenumber of scholars amount tooneineveryfour.

The 'New Zealand Times' in reviewing the position of the
Ministry in the light of Mr Vogel's illness and detentionat Home,
says:

"
Now that the doubt is removed, and wo neednot hope for his

(MrYogel's) returnbefore September, there canbe nopossibleobject
gained by postponing the opening of the session beyond the usual
time,early inJuly;also, "

Itwould be idle to shut our eyes to the
fact that the Government,as now constituted, is ..perhaps as weak a
oneas coiild well meet the House atthepresent crisis." It'says that
SirD. M'Leanwillhaveenoughto do toattendtoinNativematters,and
theHon.E. Richardson will be fully occupied"in Public Works, and
neither canbe of much assistance to the Ministers in other business.
NeitherMrReynoldsnor MrAtkinsonis equaltoconduct theGovern-
mentbusinessin the placeof MrVogel. Thearticlealtogetherisvery
hostile. Itsays virtually, that rightly orwrongly, the colonyhas not
confidence in the present Executive withoutMr Vogel.

A coBRESPONDEifT from Hyde, writing under date, the 24th.
instant, sendsus the following:

—
Iam.happy to bo able to recordtho

establishment of one Catholic School here,and though wehave not as
yet been fortunate enough to procure a teacher, the Bey. Faiher
Royei

—
tohis credit, be it written

—
has,in themeantime,undertaken

thatduty, andstated, yesterday at Massthat he wouldcoutiuue to do
so untila competent female teacher could be procured. Iso trust
thatMsLordship, orsome of the clergymeninDunedin, will,before
long,be able to recommend to the committee a lady whowillrelieve
therev/pastor of the self-imposedduties of teacher. Ofontftfoet, am.
Iconfident that,whateverladycomeshere to take chargeof the school,
thecommittee will endeavor to make her comfortable. Those who
haveknown FatherRoyer for the last fifteen years,as thehard-work-
ing, indefatigable,and zealouspriest;those whoknew him whenhe
was, perhaps, the only priest with whose face the diggers were
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-difficult to divinewhom it was sought to mate thepolitical
Jokah. It will be freely admitted that on personal
groundsMr.Bastings had much cause for complaint, in
the treatment he received, but itmust also be admitted
that the late Executive, sinceits reconstruction,has been
an able and effective one,and that the affairs of the Pro-
vincehave been administered with credit, and it is there-
fore toberegretted that amajority of the Council

—
small

though itis
—

should have driven them from office without
having any specific charge to lay at their doors. Of theGovernment formed by Mr. Bastings, and of which in
the multiplicity ofhis offices he represents half the mem-bers, it would be premature to speak ; andalthough we
may have our ownopinion as to its calibre,and the doubtthat some ofits component parts are calculated to add to
either its stability or status, yet wehold that it is but fairit should have an impartial trial,and whether its reign"be
long or short, its existence or fall shall be determined by
itsmerits alone. The head of the lateGovernment while
"consistently refusing to coalesce with themalcontents,an-
nounced his determination of throwingno obstacle in the
way of his successors, andpromised that no factious opposi-
tion should be offered to any measure brought forward.Itwould appear,also, that the main difficulty in the way
of thenew team—

thatof securing a law officer— has beenobviated by the offerof thelate ProvincialSolicitor to con-
duct, without office, the legalbusiness of the Session. It
willbe thus seenthat the newExecutive has assumed the
reins of power under more favorable circumstances than
their predecessors,andwhen the Treasury benches again
become vacant the fault will be their own,and arise from
their being weighed in the balance and found wanting.
It must, however, be borne inmind that the majority
which sent their opponents iuto opposition, and placed
■office within their reach, cannotberelied on.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
We are pleased to learn that theeffortsof the worthypastor,

the Eev.E. Royer, to place the schools atNasebyuponasubstan-
tialfooting,havebeen worthily seconded by hisparishioners,and
thatthey areduly sensibleof the labors of thereverend gentleman
for the accomplishment of the object in view. At the collectionmade at the doors of thelocalchurch onSunday, the16thinstant,
the sum of .£4O was received, which, considering the parish is
neither anextensivenor a rich one, speaks wellfor its liberality
tmd the interest the residents "of thedistrict take inso importanta
-question.

Itis, we believe, tlie fashion in some parts of Germany to
celebrate -withbecoming festivities the 25th anniversary of one's
wedding day,and these celebrations are called the "Silver wed-ding." The congregationof St. Mary's, Nelson, propose tokeep
the 25thanniversary or

"
silver wedding

"
of the Eev. Father

Garin. Itis just the abovenumberof years thismonth since the
Bey.Fatherwas appointed parish priest of Nelson. His parish
hasbeen tohimaloving bride,andhehas beenafaithfulhusbandand father, The congregationintendtocommissionHerrLindauer
topaintaflfull lengthportrait inoils of Father G-arin, whichis to
behung in the dininghallof the Presbytery, and will beheldasan heirloomby theMaristFathers,
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