
The Panier.— This lately revived article of female costumeflourished in tlie time ofLouis XV., andconsistedef a petticoatmade
*

of basket work. They were even made of wood with bars ofironand were first introduced fromSpainby Anna of Austria,mother of
?iB*r8*r " For nea3& a century they disappeared,andit was notuntil the time of Louis XV.that they once more became the mode.Ifarbier, mhis interesting diary,publishedmore than a century agomPans, tellsus that "theCardinal de Fleury has had his legs muchcut by thepaniers ofa certain lady with whom he -was recently re-turning from a religious service. Youknow that thesegreatpaniersare so monstrous, that twopersons cannot welloccupy the samechaironaccount oftheir size. Hiseminence insisteduponreturning homem the carnage ofMadam ,and,as heis a stoutman,he somehow (

or other broke her panier,and the wooden bars wounded his leessotnucli thathe had tobe carried out of the chair, with the blood trick-ling down his calves. The lady,laughed fit tokill herself afc thisspectacle, andithas made all Paris roar." Further on he say's:Thesepaniers are so T>ig, that when the queenis seatedin herrecep-tion room withmesdames the sisters of the king oneitherside of her,their petticoats hide lier Majesty so completely that the king hasissued an order to theeffect that there shallj always be two vacantchairs oneither side of her Majesty."
Irish Lace.— Itis in beautiful, delicate needlework, andinthemakingoflace ofdifferentkinds, saysa writerin the 'Argosy/that theIrishSistersexcel. Thereareseveralhouses in the Southeach, of which is famous for some special kind of manufacture.Persons who are learned in such matters can tell instantly,onlooking at a piece of work, at what convent it wasdone. Thecrochet -made under the superintendence of the Youghalnuns isexquisite,andso finethat it has,inmany oases,"beenmistakenforother kinds of lace. Ihave heard of a lady who purchasedaquantity ofwhat she believed to be old Romanpoint,in Italy,atgreat expense. On. "bringing it home she took it to her dress-maker inDublin, andgave it toheras trimming for adress, withmany cautions against waste, and with repeated orders notto cut it unnecessarily. The woman smiled when she heardthe discolored work called antique point. She got amagnifyingglass, andshowedhercustomer thatshehadinrealityboughtIrishcrochetlacejwhichhadbeendipped in someyellow-ing fluid, in order to give it an appearance of great age. The

clever expert was,_moreover, able to tell from whatpartof thecountry ithadoriginally teenprocured. Someladiesare veryfondof purchasing sleevesandcollars of thisbeautifulwork, to wearat"thetable d'hote whentravelling on the Continent,as itdoes notrequire whatis technically termed doing up;when soiled,simplewashing and drying will restore it to its pristine daintiness.Besides this, itis quite uninjured by any amount of pressing orcrumpling. J
°

A NoveltyisRelio-iotjsChabity.— What is called the GermanCatholicCasinohas just been opened in Detroit. The membership
numbers nearly one hundred. The object is to providea place forrecreation andliterary improvement for all. Nearly everyattractionthatmaybe foundat other placesof amusement have been or are tobe provided. The moversof the project were actuated solely by a
desire to keeptheir peoplefrom the saloons and other places of per-niciousexample. Like casinos inEurope and in some cities in the
UnitedStates,arereportedto haveaccomplished this result. There
is a largehall, well lighted andeasy accessible. At oneendisa good-sizedstage, filledvrithscenery,&c, intendedfor dramatical andmusi-cal entertainments. Adramatic company has been organized. Theentertainments will be varied by dramatic readings, lectures, &c.There is, too,a largelibrary. A billiard table andapigeon-hole tabloare at the north side of the hall,and the remainder of the flooria
occupiedby about20 tables,largeandsmall,upon whichallgames ofcards,chess,backgammon,draughts,lotto,domiuoes,&c,willbeplayed,
but for no stake. Cigars, beer, and Rhine wine maybe obtainedatthe refreshment stand,but no strong liquors. "Treating" is pro-
hibited. No one, it is believed, will drink to excess by himself.
Known inebriates arenot admitted. A committee examines into the
character andhabits of allapplicants,reports,andvotingon tlieblack-
ball system then decides thequestion. Itisa joint-stockconcern.

The 'BrooklynTimes'of January19thsays:
—

"AtSt.Mary'sEpiscopalChurch, MottHaven,New York,onFriday last, funeralservices wereheldoverthe remains of a lady whoseinitalonly we
give. Shewas the wife of a United States official who ia well-
knowninNewYork city, wherehe holds aprominent office. Mr*.
L. was36years of ageandthe mother of five children. She was1

"*
married at the age of sixteen,and her eldestchild is ason abouttwenty yearsofage. She was passionately fond of dancing,andexpressedthehopethat whenshe died it mightbeinaball-room.During the illness which precededher death she said she had nodesireto live if ill-healthpreventedher fromattendingballsandpartiesandfrom indulging in her favoriteamusement. She leftinstructions as tohowheybody shouldbepreparedfor burial, and
her wisheswerefullycomplied with. She desiredtobelaidinher'coffinin fullballcostume. She actually selected the dress tobeused,anddirectedhow her hairshould be arranged. The servicesofahair-dresserwereprocuredfor thepurpose,who firstcurled thehair by doingit upin papers,andcompleted the head toilettebyadding the false tresses -whichdeceasedhad worn in her lifetime,
and thensprinkling thehair with silver powder. Inthe centre
andoneach sideof the foreheadroses wereplaced. Thebody was
robedinacream-colouredsilk, cut in the styleandhaving the fulltrimmingsworninball-xooms. The head wasturnedpartlytooneside topresent aside view of the face, which was coloured and
powderedtogive italife-like'appearance,andas though she were
infullhealth. Inonehand wasabouquetandin the other a lacehandkerchief. The feetwereencasedin white satin slippers,and
flowers inprofusionwerelaidover the remains. Infact,the corpse
lookedlike a sleeping lady dressed for some extraordinary social
gathering. Probablyso strange aspectacle was never beforewit-
nessedata funeral.

Saturday, May 22, 1875)]NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
WAIFS AND STRAYS._. Omveb Ckomwell'sHead.— A correspondentdraws our atten-tion to a strong corroboration of the main incidents of the storylatelytold in these columnsrespecting the head of the LordProtec-

tor Cromwell, tobe foundin the "Fifty Years'Recollections,LiteraryandPersonal," of the late Mr Cyrus Redding, and restingon the
authority of Horace Smith, one of the authors of "RejectedAd-dresses," &c. Redding writes under date about 1821 or 1822:

—*'HoraceSmith was acquainted with a medicalgentleman whohadin his possession theheadofOliver Cromwell,andinorder togratifymy curiosity he gave me a note (of introduction) to him. Thereaccompaniedtheheada memorandumrelating to itshistory. Ithod
been torn from the tomb with the heads of Ireton andBradshawafter the accession of Charles 11,, under a feeling of impotent ven-geance. All three were fixedover the entranceof Westminster-hall,
the other bones of those three distinguished men being interred atTyburn, under the gibbet— anact wellbefitting theStuartcharacter.Duringa stormy night," he adds, " the head in the centre, that ofCromwell, fell to the ground. The sentry on guardbeneath having a
naturalrespect for an heroic soldier, no matter of whatparty, tookup theheadandplaceditunderhis cloakuntilhe went off duty. He
then carried it to the Russells, who were the nearest relations ofCromwell's family, and disposed of it to them. Itbelonged to alady,a descendant of the Cromwell's, who did not not like tokeepitin her house. There was a written minute extant along with it.The disappearance of the head (off Westminsterhall) is mentionedinsomeof thepublications of the time. Ithad beencarefully em-balmed,as Cromwell's bodyis known to have been two yearsbefore
itidisinterment. The nostrils were filledwitha substance likecotton.The brainhad been extractedby dividing the scalp. The membranes■within were perfect, but dried up and looked like parchment.The decapitationhad evidently been performed after death, as theflesh over the vertebraeof the neck plainly showed. Itwas hacked,
and the severancehadevidently been doneby ahand notused to thework,for there were several other cuts besides that whichactuallyseparatedthebone. The beard, of a chesnut color, seemed to havegrownsince death. An ashen pole, pointed with iron, hadreceivedtheheadclumsily impaleduponits point, which cameout aninch or■oabove the crown, rusty and time-worn. The wood of the staff andthe akin itself had been perforated by the commonwood-worm. Iwrote to Horace Smith that Ihad seen the head, and deemed it
genuine. Smithreplied,'Iam gratifiedyou werepleasedwith Crom-well■ head, asIwas whenIsaw it, being fully persuadedof itsidentity.'

"
Itremains thenonrecord that twopersons,bothmenofthe world and of large experience, and yet so different fromeachother in characteras HoraceSmith andCyrusBedding,were satisfiedwiththe evidence brought before them to prove its being genuinenearly fifty yearsago.—' LondonTimes,'January23.

The Caitaby Bibd.— The canarybird is a'universal favoriteinourhouseholds. Itspleasantsong and kindly ways endear itto us.Before anyknowledge can be given of its diseasescertain rules mustbeobserved,andIgive them. Ist. Do not keep thebirdin. anewly,paintedcage orroom. 2nd. Donot hang the birdover astoveorgratecontaining a fire. 3rd. Donot let drafts blowuponyourbirdor your room be over 80 degs. Fahrenheit. 4th. Donot wash thebottomofthe cage,but scrape it withaknife. This willremoveall
dirt without chilling the bird. sth. Do not keepmales and femalesinseparate cages duringthe breedingseason. (This isacommonerrorofmany.) When you havebeen feeding yourbirdon eggand bread,andfoodof like character,its abdomenbecomesdistended,itsfeathersfall|out, theveinsswell, thebirdis languid,and will not sing. With-draw allsuch foodandgive alittlelettuceandcanary seedalone, andput'arusty nail in its drinking water. Birdsconfined toa seed diet
are troubledwithcostiveness. Give themasmall pieceof breadsoakedinmilk,orablade of cabbage will remedy this evil. Yourbirdmay
be subject to epilepsy, andlie uponits backandpull its-feathers outPut yourbirdina bathof cold water two or three times and put itbackin thecage. The water will probably cure it. Sometimes thebirdhas the asthma and wheezes or makes a cracking noise whenbreathing. Giveitapiece ofbread which has beensoaked in waterandsqueezedout,and thenboiledinmilk (akindofpap),also apieceof lettuce or cabbage. Diarhoea is known by excessive discharges
accompanied by pain. The birddoes not sing,and itbecomesmorose-Give it bread in boiledniilk, and put a rusty nail in its drinking
water;change the water twice a-week. Sometimesbirdswillnot singaftermolting. The birdforgets thenotes, and uponbeinghungnear
asinger will start again. Mitesinfest the cage, theheadandbody ofthebird; in fact thewhole surface of both maybe alive with them.Take oneounce ofcorrosivesublimate, dissolveit inalcohol,andpaint
thecage.

A StbangeAiTArß.— TheMinisterofJusticehasjust received
areportof avery sad affair, which is likely tocreate somesensa-tion. Thirty years agoa young girl named Maria Guernie wasfoundpoisonedinherbed. She had beenbetrothed a short timebefore toayoungmanwith whom her sisterMadelinewassaid tobedesperately inlove. Thepoor girl was at oncearrested triedand finally condemned to death, which she suffered calmly andvaliantly, withoututteringa word of complaint ard justification
Everybody felt the deepestsympathy for thepoor oldfatherof thetwogirls, who wasgiving signs of themost violent grief. Hehadcomeintopossessionof somemoney which the girlshadinheritedfrom their mother,but bisgrief didnotseem tobe lessenedthere-by. A fortnight ago the old man died, and beforehisdeathcon-fessedtohisparishpriest, the Rev. Abbe Barreau, that he washimself the murderer of his eldest daughter. Hehad, moreover,
allowed suspiciontorest on the younger in order to inherit themoney ofboth. Thepoorvictimhaddied innocentwithoututter-ing awordinher defence,because sheknew who was the*murderer-andratherchose todiethandenounce himto justice.
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