
CAPTAIN PAUL BOYNTONIN THE THAMES.
The London

'Telegraph'of the7th of February gives the following
account of the appearance of Captain PaulBoynton, thenoted Irish-
American swimmer, in the riverThames :—:

—"
A novel and apparently dangerous experiment was tried last

Saturday in the Thames by CaptainPaulBoynton, and the crowds of
people which thronged the bridges on Saturday were thoroughly
astonished at Ms daring. It was originally intended that Captain
Boyntonshould swim fromWapping Old Stairs toPutney andback,
but thehour at which the startwas made precludedthepossibility of
carrying out the design. There was a very largecrowd at Wapping
Old Stairs at half-past one o'clock, and Mr. Boynton was there,
accompaniedby his brother' and several Americanl gentlemen. The
apparatuswas viewed with much interest, and it may at once be
describedas a complete costume,made chieflyjof indiarubber. Itis
in two pieces,which, at the waist,areunited.' The pantaloonsinclude
covering for the feet, with strong soles, these being drawn over the
wearer's ordinary dress, and kept in position by strong suspenders
passedover the shoulders and buckled to the inside of.the waist. A
steel-ridgedhoop fits round the waist,and furnishes a water-tight
jointto theupper portionof the dress drawndown tomeet it. The
upper garment is at once a jacket and a head-piece, withgloves for
the hands. At the waist the elastic material is strainedtightly over
thehoopof the pantaloons, so as to exclude the waterandkeepin
the air. When CaptainBoynton hadadjustedhis costume,heintro-
duced by meansof tubes, air into the different chambers, which are
between the outer andinner skin of the dress; and at2o'clockhe
cooly walked down the 'old stairs,' and was immediatelyin the
■water,the depth being then about 15 feet, high tide beingmarked
down for 3.20p.m. Hemaintainedan erect position, the waist-belt
being the water-line, and lighted a cigarbefore the final arrangements
for starting were made. Suddenly assuming an horizontal position,
Captain Boyntonlayupon the water with the buoyancy ofa cork,
his chest andlegs being well above the tide. Tho buoyantpowers of
the apparatus were made manifest the moment Mr. Boynton got
away from the steps, andclearedthe numerous small boatsby which
he wassurrounded. He was in the centre ofthe river in. a coupleof
minutes, with the flag of the United States flying froma staff affixed
to one of his boots. A double-bladedpaddle of wood forms the
means of propulsion,and the speed at which, the floater went was,
under all the circumstances

—
the wind being against him— consider-

able. Itshouldbe stated that the apparatus was buthalf inflated,
and that whenfully distendedifwould be able to sustain theweight
of a man far heavier thanMr. Boynton, whois strong,muscular,and
«yi nolight weight. Awayhe went,while thousands of peoplelooked'
onwithamazement at the extraordinary progress which thecaptain
made in the teethof a strongsouth-westerly breeze. London Bridge
presentedanappearance seldomwitnessed. It was literally covered
withpeople, whocheered again and again as Captain Boyntonmade
straight for tho centre arch, and blew his horn inrecognitionof the
greeting. After a while Mr.Boynton'sbrotherpassed some rockets to
tho captain, and thesehe began to fire off, lighting the fuse withhis
cigar, ashe passed rappidly under the Cannon-street railwaybridge.
CaptainBoynton refreshedhimselfwitha glassof champagne between
Southwark andBlackfriars Bridges, and 'shelled' thepeopleon the
parapetswithhis rockets. Again he held in either hand a sort of
rocket torch, which sent up colored stars from time to time, anddur-
ing this periodheexhibitednot the least sign of physical exhaustion.
The VictoriaEmbankment was thronged withpeople,and the captain
receivedahearty ovationas he went ashore for a fewminutes at the
Temple Stairs, where he was welcomed and congratulated. Subse-
quently, whenamid loud clieering,the captain 'shot' themiddle arch
of Westminster Bridge,it was ten minutes past three o'clock. From
the Victoria Embankment the crowds rushed across Westminster
Bridge andlinedthe Albert Embankment as far as the easternside
of Vauxhall Bridge, whenit was deemed advisable,as the tide was
nowon the ebb and the evening was falling, to end the runup the
river. Paddling back to Lambeth Pier,CaptainBoyntonandparty
wentashore,inhis amphibiousdress, and wasspeedily surroundedby
animmense crowd. The captain was soon in the river again,and
witha good flowingebb-tideranrapidly back to theEast-endcheered
by thousandsof people. Theexhibitionwasa thoroughsuccess.
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tobe bewitched,butinreality it ib thebanner of themostpowerful
chief of the country through which they maybe passing, and protects
the caravan throughthemediumof the 'hongo,' thatis, the customary
presentswhichmustbe offered beforehand. Thenfollow the slaves,
bearingthe provisionsfor the road;ivory,copalgum, and,in fact, all
thepropertyof themasterof thecaravan. This last-namedpersonage,
surrounded by his most devotedfollowers, brings up the rear.

Attwelve o'clock the Arab stops for his middayprayer. During
this time every onerests for two or three hours; then themarch is
resumed and continued till the evening's halt. The advanceguard
has takenthe precautiontomark theroad bylaying downbranches or

1grass wherevercross-roads mightcreatea doubtordifficulty. Towards'
evening the drumis beaten to direct the caravan aright,and guide it
safelyto the encampment. On its arrival,they find all thehutsready.
They are built of branches of trees,and wattled with dry grass. In
the best of these huts a bed is prepared for the master, made of
branches, but covered with the softest grass, to whichareadded the
finest matting and counterpanes. The nextbusiness is to distribute
the food to thedifferent membersof the caravan, the whole ofwhich
has been duly preparedbeforehand. The ordinary mealconsists of a
thick soup made of thenitainaflourandharicotbeans. To this ration
is added bananas or sweetpotatoes. Itis in the interestof the drivers
to feed the slaves well during the journey, both for the sake of enab-
ling them to bear the greatweights they have to carry,and also to
prevent their deserting. In this way the Arab caravans travel over
manyhundreds of leagues of country, under theburning tropical sun
of the equator. Audall this to makemoneyof thelives and freedom
of the poor blacks!

HOME RULE AND UNCONDITIONAL
ALLEGIANCE.

MR. GLADSTONE ON HOME RULE. . »

Mr. Gladstone,inhisnewpamphlet,entitled"Vaticanism," has
made adeclaration onthesubject of HomeEule,says the

'
Nation/whichwill have deepinterest for the Irish people. It is in the

following terms:
—

'"As a rule,the realindependenceof statesandnationsdepends
upontheexclusionofforeigninfluenceproper fromtheir civilaffairs.
Wherever the spiritoffreedom,even if ever so faintly, breathes,itre-
sents and reactsagainst any intrusion of anotherpeopleor 'powerinto
the circle of itsinteriorconcerns,as alike dangerous anddisgraceful."

Quite true says the " Nation,' and therefore so long as the
spiritof freedomis able to draw a single breath, orheave asigh,
in Ireland, it will resent and react against any intrusion of the
English peopleorgovernmentintothecircle of its interiorconcerns,
as alike dangerous anddisgraceful. We thankMr. Gladstone for
the words;they areveryapt and forcible,and they willbeuseful
totheIrishpeople.

UNCONDITIONAL ALLEGIANCE.
A ruling has been madein theHouse of Commons whichis

likely to canse some commotion, having in view Mr. Gladstone's
recentattacks onCatholics about conditionalallegiance. Mr.John
Martindeliveredone of themost remarkable speeches everheard
inthe House of Commons on the Mitchell trial and the national
struggle between Ireland and England. The House listenedthroughout withmarkedrespectandattention. MrLewis,member
for Derry,repliedina ratherstrong speech,denouncingMrMartinandHomeEuiers for holding"onlyaconditionalallegiance." Mr.Sullivan, member for Louth, sprang to his feet,andcalledto the
Speaker to upholdtheprecedentsof the House; wherebymen, who
hadpropounded,even out of doors, the doctrine of unconditional
loyalty,Avere by orderof that House sent to the Tower. A scene
of intense sensation followed, when the Speaker ruled with Mr
Sullivan,audMr.Lewis was obliged towithdrawthe doctrine of"unconditionalallegiance." Theruling washailedwithvociferouscheeringby theCatholicmembers,someofwhomaudiblyexclaimed,"Where is Mr.Gladstonenow?

"

GEORGE IV.: AND THE EMANCIPATION BILL.
In reviewing the recently published " Greville Memoirs," the" Times

'
remarksthat:

— "As is well known, GeorgeIV.,instead
of laying his headon the block for the Protestantreligion,had,
like otherkings beforeandafter him, toaccept theinevitable,and
togivehis assenttoa Bill brought in for EomanCatholic relief,
Itcausedgreat disgustamong the old Toryparty,mostof whom
votedagainst it,whileotherssulkedandwoiildnot voteatall. Sir
EobertPeelresignedhis seat for the Universityof Oxfordonthe
question, and was defeated by Sir Eobert Inglis, whom many
of us remember at Oxford for so many years. Sitting for
Westbury, Peel brought on the Catholic question on the 6thMarch, 1829, and in the debates which followed a speech was
deliveredbyLord Palmerston which astonished everybody." In
the Lords thequestionwasput for the first readingof the Billonthe 4th of April, and was carried by agreatermajority than wasexpected— 105, thenumbersbeing217to112. Onthe14th ofMay,
after theBillhadbeen readathird timein theHouseofLords,the
King came to townandhelda levee,at whichhe was 'remarkably
civilto all thepeers whohaddistinguished themselves inopposi-
tion toGovemmnent in the late debates,andhe turnedhisback onthebishopswho hadvotedfor the bill.' O'ConnellandShiel werebothat the levee;the former hadbeenpresentedinIreland,sohadnot tobepresentedagain;but the King took nonoticeof him, and
whenhe went,hesaid tosomebody nearhim, ' the fellowwhatdoes he comeherefor ?

'
The 'Times' adds,withacomprehensible

sneer
— "It was evident,however, that the days of this dignified

Sovereign weredrawing toaclose!
"

The Roman,correspondentof the "Catholic Times' -writes:"A diabolicalattempt to assassinate the Bishop of Leghorn wasmade in his cathedral on the 28th of January, during the
singing of the Salve Eegina, which is solemnlychanted*in a
specialvotiveservice heldevery year to commemorate the deliver-anceofthe city fromthe earthquakes that so desolated it in the
lastcentury. Just as theBishop,having lefthis throne, hadkneltdownbefore the altar,amassive Orsini bomb of zinc was throwninto the centreof the sanctuary,close to where the Bishop knelt.
TheChurch was thronged with worshippers,but by God's provi-dence, no one was hurtbut anacolyte, who receivedasplinterof
the shellinhis knee. He is not, however,permanently injured.
"What thebomb failed to do,panic might have accomplished, if
the Bishop, with heroic calmness, had not turned round and
addrsssed them,bidding them tobe at ease. With this interrup-
tionof only a few minutes the service went on. A piece of the
shellwasprojectedright across the cathedral into the orchestra,
butnoone there washurt. The author of this hellish intention
has notyetbeendiscovered."

Death op the
"

IrishGiant."
—

JamesMurphy, jun.,aged
thirty-six years,the Irish Giant,died in Baltimore,on February
26, of bronchial affection. He was about .eight feet high, andweighed350 pounds.

The CanadianCabinetareunanimousinrecommendingthatan
amnestybe granted to allpersons connected with the North-westtroubles, except Kiel, Lepine, and O'Doaohue, who are to bebanishedfor fiveyears. <
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