
The reputedfather of the so-called"Reformation
"

in England,
Henry VIII., knew well that the right of private judgment in
interpreting theBible must lead to the gravest social evils, and
was indeed incompatible withany fixed authority in the civil or
ecclesiastical order of society;thatit would lead to insubordina-
tionand confusion, and consequently to vice and war. He ac-
cordingly inveighed against all who presumed to interpret the
Bible according totheir own"phantasie,"ashe expressedit. But
he denouncedtheminvain. From his day to ours England has
sufferedfrom these "phantasies;" she is especially sufferingfrom
themat thishour. So long as men are cold and indifferent,or
nearly so,about religion,so long as theyactmerely from habitor
motivesof worldly interest, the tenetsof the so-called "Reforma-
tion

"
maybe comparatively harmless. But when they seriously

attempttoactfromprinciple, from religiousprinciple,as so many
inEngland are vow doing, then the hollow and unsatisfactory
natureofProtestantism,its tendency to breed licence-and confu-
sion, come to bepainfully seenand felt. England is nowpassing
through a newReformation,upon which everyCatholic must look
withthe most lovely interest. He sees his religion now receiving
at thehandsof Englishmen adegreeof serious consideration, such
as ithas nevermet withsince the days of Henry VIII. The Esta-
blished Church in Ireland has "vanished like a dream." The
EstablishedChurchin England is tottering to her fall, assailed
from withoutbyopenenemies, and torn to pieces withinby con-
tending factions,herpretended friends acting on their "private
judgment." The grand oldCatholic Churchis rising like agiant
refreshed, andslowlybutsteadily advancing from one triumph toanother, Without the aidof royalpower orphysical force,but by
the sheer force of goodness, reason, and truth she is under God
graduallybringing into willingsubjectionofher spiritualauthority
all classesfrom the lordly baronin his hall to the humble artisan
andpeasantin theircottage. What ahappy andgloriousprospect
forEnglandand^theChurch doesnot tliis openup! Laic. CHRISTCHURCH.

Ten years to-day exactly,the first Catholic School inCanterbury,
patronisedby the priests, was openedin abuilding which still
stands inLichfieldstreet,East Christchurch.

Had youvisiteditonMondaymorning,May3rd,1865,between
the hours of 9 and 11, you would see a bashful, delicate,clean-
faced youth, whosenationality you could not mistake, catecliising
two little urcliins, his only'pupils during the remainder of the
week. His school apparatus consistedof a few books,slates, and
copies, and his furniturecomprised afew forms lent him by the
good priest, and a large packing case converted into a table.
Setting thathehad to pay14s per week house rent, and support
himselfinto the bargain, havingonly two children during a full
weekhe hadbutpoor consolation for a beginner— forhehad only
just arrivedinthe Colony.

The followingweek a few fresh facesmadetheirappearance,
and as the parish priest could bear testimony to the teacher'sworth, andasthe few who attended progressed satisfactorily, the
number gradually wentup. Yet the income washardlysufficient
to defrayexpenses, so the teacher openeda night school,whichtook well,andbothincomescombined enabledhim to live. Rev.Father Chataigner, the then parish priest, was trying hard to
raise funds tobuildadecent schoolhouse, but as Catholics then
were few and far between,along time elapsedere the building
wascompleted,it was far advanced in October, 1865, beforethe
childrencould takepossessionof it. Ton will perceive that fivemonths of the severest part of the year had elapsed since first
startingthe school inthe cottage till thecompletion and opening
ofthebuilding which was tobeused as the only CatholicSchool
in theProvince formanyyearsafterwards.

How things went on with the teacher you can'formanidea,
whenItell you thathemarched 86 children from the old into the
newschoolon the day the latter was opened. Ithink you willallow, though he had a poor beginning, that his patience and
perseverance were eventually crownedwithremarkablesuccess.

The Government thenallowed theCatholic School a sum of
money towards the payment of the teacher's salary, providedhe
passed a satisfactory examination, which he did, under Mr.
Restell, GovernmentInspectorof Schools. Our new building was
thenconsidered averyfine one,high, well ventilated,and measur-
ing 40ft. by 19ft. There being plenty of space the attendance
increasedrapidly, so anassistant wasneeded. A Miss Vallance,a
lady ofnomeanattainments, was engaged, wholooked after the
juniorportionofthe children

—
itbeingamixedschool. After she

leftaMiss Oakes was engaged, who remained till thearrival of
the

"
Sisters." TheCatholicSchool thenhada good name,whichcanyetbe seenfromtheGovernmentInspector'speriodicalreports

at the time, and circumstances at the present time go to show
that ithas lostnoneof itsprestige in bringing on those children
whoattendthereatregularly.

The "Sisters" having arrived, the indefatigable Father
Chataigner commenced erecting a girls' school, which they (the
sisters) took charge of. So now,in a few years,jthere were two
schools

—
onefor boys,another forgirls.

The Eev. Father Chataigner left Christchurch for Timaru
shortlyaftercompleting1 the secondschool,wherehe is stillworking
for the causeof religion anddenominational education. He was
succeededby the Bey.Father Chervier,whoin time was replaced
by theRev.FatherEcuyer.

Some two yearsandninemonthsago theschools wereliterally
crammed, especially theboys,so a third school, very much larger
than the others, and which has already been described in your
valuable journal "was erected for the boys by the Rev. Father
Ecuyer, whohas since left,andbeen replacedby the Rev.FatherBelh'ard.

Many changes,you willperceive, have taken place re the

ASEVERE AND DIGNIFIED REBUKE.
<-#.

From ArchbishopManning's reply to Mr Gladstone, we giveas
follows the concluding passages whichare fullof strongrebuke:—"

Andnow there only remains for me the hardest andsaddest
partof the task, which hasnotbeensought by me, but hasbeen
forceduponme. Afew months agoIcouldnot havebelievedthat
Ishould hsweever written thesepages. Ihaveneverwrittenany
withmore pain,andnone of them have cost me asmuch as that
whichlamabout to write. Thus farIhave endeavouredtocon-fine myself to the subject matterofMr Gladstone's pamphlet;but
beforeIendIfeelbound by animperative duty tolay beforehim,
inbehalf ofhis Catholic fellow-countrymen,the nature of the act
which he has done. He has not only invited, but instigated
Catholics to rise against the Divine authority of the Catholic
Church. Hehas endeavoured tocreate divisions among them. If
Mr Gladstone doesnotbelieve the authorityof theCatholic Church
tobeDivine,heknows that they do. Ifhe thinks such arising to
be

'moralandmental freedom,' he knows that they believeit to
be whathis own Litany calls

'schism, heresy,anddeadly sin.' If.
he believes religious separationsto be lawful, heknows that they
believethem tobe violations ofthe Divine law. lamcompelled,
therefore, tosay that this isat least anact of signal rashness. No
manhas watchedMr Gladstone'scareeras astatesmanwithamoregenerous and disinterested good will than Ihave. Noonehasmore gladly appreciatedhis gifts;no one has more equitably in-
terpretedcertainactsof his political life, nor has hailed his suc-
cesses with greaterjoy. But when he castsoff the character of astatesman,for whichhehas shown so greatacapacity, toplay the
Canonist andTheologian, for which he has here shownso little,
and that withthe intentof sowingdiscord andanimositiesamong
sixmillions of his fellow countrymen— and, Imust moreoveradd,
withanindulgence of unchastenedlanguage rarely tobe equalled—
Ifeelboundto say that he has been betrayed into an act for

whichIcan findno adequateexcuse. Imust tell him that if he
wouldincline the Catholicsof theEmpire toaccept the ministries
ofhis compassion,hemust first purify his stylebothofwritingand
of thinking. Catholicsare not to be convinced or persuadedby
such phrases as 'the present perilous Pontificate;' 'the Papal
chair, its aiders and abettors;' ♥the great heirarchic (power and
those who haveegged it on;' 'the present degradation of the
Episcopalorder;' 'the subserviency or pliability of the Council,''hidious mummeries ;' 'headquarters,''the follies of ecclesiastical
power,' 'foreign arrogance,' 'the myrmidous of the ApostolicChamber,' 'the foreign influence of a caste.' Itranscribe these
words fromhis pages withrepugnance j not, indeed, for our sake
against whom they are levelled, but for the statesman whohas
thought them fitting. MrGladstone cando many things,buthe
cannot doall things. Hehas astrong hand, but there is a bow
whichhecannot bend. Hehas here triedhis hand at a task for
which without something more than mere literary knowledge,
evenhis varied gifts will not suffice. TheExpostulationis, asI
havealraady said, an actout of allharmony andproportion wihat
greatstateman's life. Ihavewritten these words with apainful
constraint;but,cost whatit may, duty mustbe done;and Ibe-
lieveit tobe myduty to record this judgment, in behalf of the
Catholicsofthis country,onanactunjust in itself, and therefore
not only barrenofall goodresult, but charged withgravepublic
dangers. ButIcannotbreak off with anotesocheerless. If this
Expostulationhas cast downmanyhopes bothof apublic andpri-
vatekind,-we cannot altogether regret its'publication. If such
mistrustsandmisconceptionsexisted in the minds of our fellow
subjects, the sooner andthe more openly they were made public
thebetter. We .are not content to be tolerated aa suspect or
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dangerous persons,or tobe set at largeupongoodbehaviour. We
thank MrGladstonefor gaining usthe hearing which wohad be-
fore thepublic justice of ourcountry;and we are confidentthat
his impeachments willbe withdrawn. His own mind is toolarge,
toojust, tooupright torefuse to acknowledge an error, whenhe
sees that hehasbeenmisled. Itis also tooclear andtooaccurate
not toperceivethat such isnow the fact. Iseein thisthe augury
of ahappierandmorepeaceful future thanif this momentarycon-
flict hadneverarisen. "We shall allunderstandeach other better.
Our civil andreligious peaceathome will be firmer by this trial.
Ifthe Great German Empire shall only learn in time, thirteen
millionsof contentedCatholic subjects,reconciled asthey stillmay
beby a return of jusfc laws, -willgive a support to its unity which
nothing can shake. If Italy shall only come to see that the*Eomanquestion'is,and for ever will be, a source ofweakness,
contention, anddanger to its welfare;and, seeing this,shallsolve
itpeacefully, as Italyalone cando,by undoing itsun-Catholicand
therefore un-Italianpolicy, thenitsunity and independencewillbe
secured by the spontaneous co-operation of a united people,
gatheredaround the centre of all its Christian glories. Sucha
solutionwould thenbe consecratedby thehighest sanctionsof its
faith. Ifwise councils prevail,and wise friends of Italyshallgain
its ear,itmaybeagain, what once it was,.theforemost peoplein
the Christian world. And, lastly, for ourselves, our world-wide
Empire cannotturn back upon its path "without disintegration.
But justiceand freedomcannot be put asunder. They flow from
onesource;theycanbekeptpure only by thesame stream. They
have comedown tous fromour Christianity. Divided as weare,
weareaChristian peoplestill. By religious conflict our Chris-
tianity will wasteaway as a moth fretting a garment. Byreli-
gious peace,all that is true, and wise,andjust, andChristian, will
be perpetuallymultiplied, binding indissolubly inoneallmenand
all racesof ourImperialCommonwealth."
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