
Peidat"night lastbeing the openingnight of theFakir of Oolu,fcliere
was amarked falling off in the attendance at the Princess Theatre.
TMs was themore to be regretted,inasmuch as the programme was
one of more than ordinary excellence, consisting of "Woodcock's
Little Game,"and the"Critic," inbothof whichMr. andMrs. Hos-
kius took the leading characters. On Saturday evening, Dion Bouci-
cault's sensationaldrama of "Formosa" wasproduced,anditi3rarely
the rathercircumscribed limits ofthetheatre are made to accommo-
date such numbers as assembled on Saturday night. Every part of
thehouse wascrowded tomore thaninconvenience,theaudience being
bothappreciativeanddemonstrative. "Formosa," like moat of Bou-
cicault's dramas, though faithfully portrayingevery-daylife, abounds
instriking and sensational situations,racy dialogue, andallows good
scope fortie scenic artist. The principal characters introduced are
MajorJorum, aman about town; Compton Ken*, an accomplished
scoundrel ;Formosa, Mr. and Mrs. Bowker, Tom Boroughs;and
Bob Sanders. The first-named character waß tindertaken by Mr.
Hoskins, who,as theblase '"

man about town," who couldnot afford
togo into debt becausenoone would trusthim,was simply inimitable,
Ms make-up, and bye-play being a study in itself. Miss Colville
enactedthepart of the repentantFormosa,andsustained thecharacter
withher usual ability. Asthe good-heartedwaterman,Mr.Musgrave
bothlookedand acted the character to life, while as his better-half,
Mrs.Stoneham deserves the greatestpraise. Mrs.Stonehamis always
effective,but she wasmore thanordinarilyso onSaturday night. Of
late Mr.Keoghhas not been overburdenedwitlilaudation,but topass
over Ins representationofBobSanders wouldbe a manifest injustice.
There are some charactersin whichMr.Keoghexcels,and wequestion
if there could be many found who could siistain the character in
whichhe appearedin this play with greater advantage. Mr. Booth
was thehero,Tom Boroughs, andalthoughwebelieve not originally
cast for the character, he is tobe congratulated xiponMs reading of
thepart, the Tom Boroughs of Mr.Boothbeing what the author in-
tendedho should be

—
wild and impulsive, yeb with a heart xmcor-

rupledandanhonour unsullied. ( The insignificant part of Spooner,
ahalf-witted, but good-natured sprig of the aristocracy, fell to the
lot of Mr.Austin Power,and thathe made asmuch of the character
as was possible the repeated applause should testify. During the
eveninghe, inconjunctionwith Miss Colville, was honoured with a
call. Itis somewhat strange thatagentleman,possessing undoubted
ability,should be so seldom allotted other thansubsidiaryparts,as on
each occasion of his being entrusted with those of importance,he
proved equal to the occasion. On Monday evening His Excellency
the Governor bestowed his patronage, and on that occasion

"
The

Jealous Wife," and
"

The Serious Family
"

werereproduced. Owing,
however,to the combined causes ofa wetevening,and theindignation
meeting of citizens in the TemperanceHall,the attendance was far
from good. Both pieces have been presented so recently that it is
unnecessary tocriticise it, but wemay say that those present seemed
to thoroughly enjoy their eccentricities, a feeling whichHisExcel-
lency andLady Normauby appearedheartily bo share.

The Queen's Theatre has been occupied during the -week by
the Fakir of Oolu, who combines in his entertainment theusual
feats of sleight of hand, with other attractions whichare ne-w to a
Dunodin audience. Principalamongstthese is aprismatic fountain,
which, by the skilful arrangement of lime lights,assumesa fairy
appearancein the diversityandbeauty of its variations, Another
featureis the suspensionof the entrancedlady,andalthough alike
performancewasexhibitedby Madame Cora, the number andpic-
turesquerersof the positions assumed arenot to be compared to
the entertainment atthe Queen's.

THE LONDON PROTESTANT PRESS ON THE
GLADSTONE AND NEWMAN CONTROVERSY.

The '.PallMallGazette
'
is one of the most talentedof theMetro-

politan journals. Itis liberal even,to the verge of rationalistic
views inreligiousmatters,and certainly no friend to theCatholic
Church. Yetit lias formally delivered judgment in favourof Dr.
Newman. Thebulk of Dr. Newman's countrymen entertain an
admiration for hisintellectual gifts,only secondtotheirveneration
for his moral andspiritual character. Englishmen, he further ob-
serves,wouldhave believedonDr Newman's simple assurance that
there wasnotMng in the Vatican decraes inconsistent with the
civil allegianceof BonianCatholics. But when that assuranceis
conveyed insuch a document as his published letter to the Duke
of Norfolk,marked with dignity, moderation, antiquesimplicity,
transparenthonesty and candor,it must carry conviction toevery
imparted mind. Had Mr Gladstone'scelebrated Expostulation
done no other service to the Church but elicit Dr Newman's
pamphletand the

'
Pall Mall Gazette's" judgment upon it, -we

shouldhavebeenthankful. Butitwill domore goodyet.
The 'PallMall Gazette' further adds tliat Mr. Gladstone's

pamphletwas instinct in every line with popular prejudice and
passion;while Dr.Newman's letter breathes throughout aspirit
of philosophicmoderation. "Ina word the statesman"hesays"has writtenlike a narrow-minded and bitter sectary;and the
ecclesiastic has answeredhim like anenlightenedstatesman."

The impressionmade on the Protestant mind of Englandin.
favorof Catholic principles by this controversy, now th-it both
sides have been put before them must Tbe great beyond all
reckoning.
Itwouldbe wellfor the Catholicpress andnon-officialdefenders

of the Catholic catise generally,if theywouldcopy in theirwritings
or speeches themoderation, candour, andcliarity whichmark Dr.
Newman's letter to the Dukeof Norfolk.

The bulk of Englishmen are reasonable and just in theirsenti-
ments in spite of their sordid prejudices against the Catholic
religion. We must remember that these prejudices are not with-
out excuse. Informer ages when power wasin the hand of Eng-
lishCatholics it -was too often abused for fclie worstof ends— for
purposes themostunjust andcruel. Itis nogoodinanswer tosay
thatProtestants wereasbad or worse. Protestants are now,and
havelongbeeninthe ascendant;self-interest leads thepress and
otherstoconceal theirpast faults, andit isnaturalenough.

N. B.

THE COMING CRISIS.
4-+

Itseemsto bea verygeneral, or rather universal, opinion,bothin
thePress andinprivatesociety, thata tremendouscrash, a, bloody
■war, is approaching. Yet after all, the thunder clouds mayclear
off,andsovereigns andpeoplesettle theirdifferencesby arbitrators
or other peaceable means. France, ultra,-Protestants tell \is, is
eager for the fray,and will fight Germany onany pretencewhat-
ever. They say it will bea religious war, as religionhas"been at
thebottom of allthe great wars since Christianity was first intro-
duced. lamcome, saysChrist, nottosend peace buta sword on
earth. Onepartof the family shall rise against the other,neigh-
bour against neighbour, andthis because of the Gospel of Christ.
How, then,is Christ the Prince of Peace, the Messenger of the
God of Love. The Jew and the infidel say he cannot be. If he
were, these wars wouldnot occur among his professed followers.Butwe must reflect thatChrist cameto put down injustice and to
putdownerror

—
by the sword of the spirit, by moral suasion, if

possible,butbyphysical force,if sternnecessity should so require.
Unjust menand the violent supportersof error cannot and must
notbepermitted,torule supreme inaworld tinder theGovernment
ofaGod of justiceand truth-. " The powers thatbe, the civil and
military powers, are ordainedby God. They arehis ministersand
deputies. Hehasplacedthe sword of jiistice intheir hands, tobe
"used whennecessary todefend the weak against the violence and
injustice of the strong. Christ's own -was an exceptional case.
For Ms own wise ends God sometimespermitspower to pass into
thehands ofbold,badmen for a time. But such, a stateof things
does not last for any considerableperiod. For many years,for the
last thirty yearsmoreespecially,Europe has been, as regards its
moral andreligious condition, in a very bad way. Violent and
■unprincipledmenhavegot possession of the reins of power, the
people are being oppressed and corrupted, and often highly
educated, as regards secular instruction, at the same time.
The tendency of recent legislation has been to un-
Christianise the people, to banish God as far as possible
fromeverypublicplaceand institutionunderStatecontrol j toestab-
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lish society, in facb.upon Pagan principles; recognizingnothingbut
utility and a, roughnatural justiceat times,and thepower of money
andnumbers always. Evenin England, a countryonce so famous for
her saintlymenand women,Christianity hasof latereceivedsome cruel
blows from the dominant party in her State. The sanctity of mar-
riagehas been invaded. That sacred bondby which, agreeable to the
law of Christ, the weddedpair are knit together till death shall part
thorn,has now been declaredby the Legislature of England andof
New Zealand to be somethingverylitea merecompactofconvenience,"-
which maybe dissolved when the parties get tired of each other's
company andprefer a change of partners. Ireland/CatholicIreland,
has been spared the humiliation of having such a law placed onher
statutebook,even withoutthe benefit of "Home Rule. TheEnglish
Legislatureknew well that such a law would be regarded withhorror-by CatholicIreland,as sapping the very foundationof domesticpurity,
and offeringanaffront to Christianity and toevery Catholic wifeand
husbandin thecountry, not to speakof the youngmenandmaidens.
Should war break outandcorrespondto themagnitude of theprepara-
tions made for it,we shallprobably seesomestrangeschangesinpoliti-
calandecclesiastical affairsere wearemanyyearsolder. Whenrobbers
quarrelhonest menhavea chance to get their own. ThePope maypossibly get back what of right belongs to him as one fruit of the
next war. Even Bismarck himself, the master of so many legions,
seems greviously troubled inhis mind about the futurePope, moresa
thanabout the present one, who,in the ordinary course of nature,,
must ere longgive place to a successor. Bismarck would fain concerb
withaccomplices to bind the future Pope. Thepresentone, withhis
constant nonpossumus, he finds quite unmanageable. The worldis
getting pretty welltired of popularrule or self-rule as atpresent prac-
tised. What is wantedis a strong and a just government in every
country—

a governmentwitha conscience anda highsenseof religious
duty. Inthat case, the Popemust play a conspicuous part in every
country,andif Catholics prove true to him, to their principles and
themselves, they will form a great andpowerful "estate" in every
land theBun shines upon. If they prove false they merit oppression
andcontempt everywhere. Wecannotexpectpeace, order,andjustice
till allthe powers ofEurope concert some measureor allianceamong
themselves,torestrain andpunish unprincipled aggressors. The pre-
sent selfish systemofisolation willnot pay. Mr G-ladstonemayhave
acted with thebest intentions,butitis greatly owing tohis influence
and thatof his party ofWhig Radicals that the present terrible stateof things inEurope exists. What Drs.Manning andNewmanhave
said againsthimby way ofreproach,is mildness itself,compared with
whathas beensaid against himby his former friend andpredecessor,
as leaderof the Liberal party,Lord Russell,inMs "Recollections'*
just published. He there repx*esents MrGladstone ashaving reduced
England to amere shopkeeper'sestablishment,andloweredherin the-
eyesof the worldby associating her with the worst of theEuropean
revolutionists. Ido not give the words but the import of Lord
Russell's reproaches,asIquote from memory. All the aristocrats,
allmenof property and respectability will como round to the Pope's-
side. The scumof Europe only wUI stand out against him. The
Pressknow onwhich,side their 'bread is buttered, and they toowill
comeround to the right side ere long. The (London Times

'
will

leadthem. After a little coquetting and shuffling they willwheel
round, and write as well in favor of the Pope as ever they wrote
against him.

AMUSEMENTS.
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