
NEWS OF THE WEEK.
Inthe Provincial Council on Tuesday evening, on the House

resumingfor the consideration of the Estimates, thehon.member
for Tuapekamoved the following amendment:— "That, in the
opinionofthis Council, the financialproposalsbrought downby the
Government axenot satisfactory, and thatthepresentdistribution
ofExecutive offices has not been found to be conducive to thepro-
per administration of the affairs of the province. The Council
thereforerequests the Government toreconsider theirpresentposi-
tion, with the viewtobetter financial and administrative arrange-
ments being arrived at." 'The amendment caused considerable
discussion,in which,asmightbeexpected,the irrepressiblemember
for Dunedin floatedto the surface,and heldforth at considerable
length. The amendment was ultimately carriedby a-majority of
2. Itwill beseen fromthe peculiar wordingof 'the wantof con-
fidence motion, that the attack is directed to individual mem-
bers of, rather than against, the Executive in.globo. We see
that one of ourmorning contemporarieshas associatedthenameof
MrPish withthe successorsof thepresent Executive,butweshould
say that if there were the slightest possibility of such an event
takingplace,it wouldbe anunanswerable argument for the total
abolition of provincial institutions, and sure to decide manywho
now waveron thequestion.

The usual fortnightly meeting of the H. A. C. B. Society took
placeinSt. Joseph'sSchool-room onMondayevening,and consider-
ing the severity of the -weather, the attendance was good. The
usual formal business having been disposed of, Mr Drumm was
ballotted for and duly elected a full benefit member, and Mr
PaviletichandMr J. Griffin were proposed. A short time since a
resolution was passed, affirming the desirability of thoroughly
advertising the objectsandbenefits inconnectionwiththe Society.
A circular setting forth the matter was addressed to the various
Lodges throughout New Zealand, and on Monday evening the
Secretary announcedthathe hadreceived a, good many replies,all
ofwhich, withone exception,thoroughly concurredin the idea,and
expressedtheir willingness toco-operate with St. Joseph'sBranch
indefrayingthe expensesof advertisingthe Society. Itisconfidently
believedthat if the vastnumbers of Catholic Irishmennow flowing
into the colony wereina position to know fully and clearly the
natureand the benefits of the Hibernian. Society,that in a very
shorttime thememberships of the Society woxild bedoubled. A
letter wasreceived fromBrother Griffin, of Melbourne,whois the
representativeof St.Joseph'sBranch a,t the AnnualMeeting of the
Executive Directory and Deputies. The letter,as is usual with
Brother Griffin's communications, is prolific of wise and practical
suggestions, andas matters of great- importance to New Zealand
will bedisciissed atthe ensuing meeting, it is fortunate that the
Societyhas soable and zealous a deputy to represent its wants.
Matters inconnection with the band and the latepic-nic weredis-
cussed, and the secretaryof the recent concert,BrotherR. Carroll,'
reportedthat onnextLodgenight hewouldhavethebalancesheet
ready, and informedmembersthat about £20 wotildberealized.

* We have been forwardedby Dr. Cole, theHealth Officer, his
reportpresentedto theSanitary Committee. Itisunder eight differ-
eatheadings, amongst which are treated the watersupply, drainage,
sewage,meteorology,and vital statistics. From the reportwe learn
that Dunedinstands upon an Area of nearly1,000 acres,while there
are yet 100 acres to be reclaimed. Some ideaof theunevensurface of
the city maybe learnedfrom the fact that -while oneportionofit

—
Duncan-street

—
is 366feet abovehigh watermark; another, Hanover-

street, is *40 below it. The report is acarefullycompiled one, and
contains a deal ofinteresting statistics withregard to the city andits
population. Ithas also appendeda lithographedmap of Mr.Burt's
planof main sewer, embodyingthemodifications byDr.Cole, showing
the line of sower fromthe "Water of Leith to the SandHills. [From
the vital statistics we glean that during eleven months of last year
there wereno less than420 deaths, or at the rate of 227per 1,000 j

77 per cent, of whichoriginated from,infectiousdiseases.
The some-what novelsight of a whale disporting itself inside a

harbour was witnessed at Akaroawithinthepast week. TJnfortunately
however, for his whaleship,an American whaler lay in theharbour,
aud the boats having been brought into requisition,the gambols of
the monster of the deep were brought to a premature close. The
chase and capture formed anunusual piece of amusement for the
Akaroans, who stoodupon theshore andwatched the deathstruggle.
The watermen, determined to make hay while the sun shone, and

RESIGNATION OF THE GOVERNMENT.
Inthe ProvincialCouncilonWednesday evening, the Provincial

Secretary stated that, in consequence of thevotecome to during the
previous sitting, the Government had considered it then* duty to
tender theirresignations to HisHonor the Superintendent;and they
now,therefore, only held officeuntil their'successors wereappointed.
Hebelieved that the hon. member for Tuapeka had been incom-
munication with his Honor, and probablythehon. member wouldbe
in aposition toexplainwhatsteps hadbeen taken. Inthemeantime
he moved that the House adjourn. Of course the day for re-
assembling couldbe named afterwards.

MrBastings explained thathis Honor the Superintendentsenfc
for him that morning, andaccordingly heinterviewedhisHonor. He
had alsoundertakenthe task of forming anExecutive;and, consult-
ing theconvenience of members residing ■withina convenientdistance
of town, who desiredto go home, and considering thatMonday next
wouldbe a holiday,he had decided that the House adjourn until
Tuesday. With the consent, therefore,o£ theProvincialSecretary,he
movedto that effect.

After a littlediscussionthe House did adjourn until2p.m, on.
Tuesday next.

gaturday, May22, 1875.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
recommendation to have alamp to warnothers of the dan-
ger,bo steps were taken. But if such were not the case,
and the deceased had left those behind him who would
seek to make the Councilresponsible for its carelessness,
there can be littledoubt that ten times the amountneces-
sary for providing the protection could have been reco-
vered. At thepresent time the scene of the accident is
not the only place where a like occurrence might take
place, as there are streets which are brought abruptly to
anendby the delusive appearance of a few bushes, but
which,if followed up, would be found to terminate in a
precipice. It is to behoped then that the expression of
public feelingwill carry weight with it, aud that, whether
itbe amatter of necessity that the ultimate widening of
Princes 'Street shouldor should not takeplace, the Coun-
cil will see the impolicy of squandering so much of the
public money, when itis so clearly shown a delay would
be so profitable.

aquatic trips were made to the scene of the battle at the charge of
three shillings. Arrangementshave beenmade on thepartof Ohrist-
ehurchMuseum to have the skeletonplacedin that Institution. The
whale proved to be of the species known as the

"humpback," and
measureIabout 32 feet, producing from, about a tun to a tunanda
half of oil.

We aregladtobeable to announce that, after defraying all
liabilities, theproceedsof the lecture of his Lordship the Most
Rev.Dr.Moran, willplace £24 12s towardsthe object for which,it
wasgiven.

We regret to have to announce the sudden death of Mrs.
Mulrooney, of Stafford Street, whichtookplaceonWednesday last.
Itappears she wasin the enjoyment ofher usualhealthduring the
earlier portionof the day,hut immediatelyafter dinner complained
of sudden indisposition,and in the space of tenminutes from the
;ime of complaining she was no more. Her sudden death has
cast a gloom over the neighbourhood,inwhich she was deservedly
respected.

The Press Amateur Dramatic Club having given repeatedper-
formances for the various charities of the city,propose devoting the
proceedsof their next entertainmentto the supplying a wardrobe for
the Club. With this object in view, they comebefore thepublic on
ne^tWednesday

—
thepieces chosenbeing

"
Plot and Passion," fol-

lowed by the "Happy Pair." Mr. Hoskins and Miss Colville have
generously giventheir services on the occasion, andas his Excellency
theMarquis of Normanby has graciously signifiedbis intentionto be
present,nodoubt the object for which the entertainment is given will
receive substantial assistance.

We would draw the attentionof our town readers toan adver-
tisementinanother columnfromthe Revising Officer, notifyingthat
he will hold Courts for the revision of the lists of voters for the fol-
lowingplaces:— For the districtsofDunedin,Boslyn,andCaversham,
onMonday, 14thJune, at 10 o'clock in the forenoon,in the Resident
Magistrate'sCourt-house, Dunedin. For the district of Port Chal-
mers, onWednesday, the16thof June,at 10 o'clockin theforenoon,
in the Court-house, PortChalmers.

We arenot awareif the valueof money be greater in the Reefton
district than elsewhere, butdecidedly if such be not the case the size
of theReefton inch cannotbe equalto the orthodoxspace. Judging
fromthe followingparagraph clipped from the

'
Inangahua Times

'
the coin of therealmmust be scarce in that locality:— "The tender
of the

'
InangahuaHerald,' of onepenny per inch,has been accepted

by the ReeftonRoad Board, for general advertising for the current
year." Whowouldnot be anewspaper proprietor?

Isits leading columns of the16th ult., the
'
Lyell Argus

'
says:— "Much to the credit of the denomination,but owingin greatdegree

to thezeal and self-abnegation of the clergyman, a determinedeffort
is now beingmade by theRoman Catholic portionof the community^
to provide suitable bnildings wherein the worship of God can be
carriedon with decorum and solemnity. Not onlyhas ahouse to
house canvassbeeninitiated for thepurpose of providingthenucelus
of a churchbuilding fund, but another want which has been very
much felt has not beenoverlooked. We allude to theprovisionof a
qtdetplace where the clergyman couldresideduringhis sojournin the*
district,and wherehe might be visited withoutinterruptionby the
members of his congregation. Inorderso far aspossible to meet the
immediate exigencies of the case, the shell of a building onMi*.J.
Sullivan'sground will,we understand, be transformed into a tempo-
raryresidence. It is therefore apparonfc that the thin edge of the
wedgahasbeeninserted which willone day drive away the apathyin
religiousmatters which has hithertobeencharacteristicof theplace;
yet verymuch remains to be donebefore the wish of the peopleto
obtainthe service of a resident priest canbe gratified."

The
'
Nelson Colonist '"> in a recent article upon Ireland, its

"wrongsandtheir remedies, is goodenough, tosay:
— "Here,letus

Toethe natives of the three kingdoms on a most perfect footing
of equality. An Irishmanin these colonies is onlydistinguished
fromanEnglishman or a Scot by his superior courtesy, the grace
and thoroughness of his hospitality,andthebright twinkle of his
eyethat tells of funandkeen wit."

A daily Catholic journal— the 'Daily Telegraph—
has been

establishedinNew York.
Persons who can live atall inBrazillive a greatwhile. They

haveaman there who dances on his knees his grandchildren's
Grandchildren. AtCeara, inthat country, there is a woman in
prisonwho was sentenced for life, November 6, 1815. She was
then 60 years old. She is therefore119 yearsoldnow.
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