
THE CORPORATION AND THE RATEPAYERS.
The very unmistakable expression of public feeling exhi-
bited at the meetingof ratepayersheldonMonday evening
last to protest against the awardsmadeinthe matter of
widening Princes street, should be pretty conclusive evi-dence to the Corporation of the wayinwhich the delicate
negociations are regarded by the citizens. It is seldom,
that there exists such perfect unanimity asprevailed at the
meeting called for the ventilation,of the subject, andalthough a few of the speakers were'anxious,ifpossible, to
keep faith with the Provincial Government,and that the
honor of the citizens should be maintained byadhering to
the compact of 1862, all were unanimous indenouncing
the outrageousterms of the awards, and the manner inwhich they hadbeen arrived at. To those who will viewthe matter in an impartial spirit, it does certainly seem
strange that the citizens' moneyto the extent of £40,000
or £50,000 should beneedlessly thrown away,when by the
postponement of the contemplated improvements for an-
other year, theobject sought can be effectedat less than
oue-fifth the outlay ; and taking that andother factsintoconsideration, there wouldappear tobe some groundsfor
the charge that the public money was sought tobe reck-lessly squandered for thebenefit of the few. In substan-
tiation of this assertion ithas been stated— and the pub-
lication of the terms of the awards has placed itbeyond
contradiction— that a tenant;inPrinces street, whopaysat
thepresent time from £50 to £60 per year,thelease under
which the tenancyis held expiring eleven months hence,
has beenallotted £8000 for his share of the compensation.
"With facts such as thesebefore us wemust come to thecon-
clusion,either that the arbitrators weretotally unfitfor the
task for which they wereappointed, or that thematters ofdispute werenot properly defined. During the eveningMr.
E.B. Cargull took occasion to refer to"the complaint ofmany wholive in thehigherportions ofthecity,whonatu-
rally feel indignant that so much of the rates towards which
they arecalled on to contribute,should be thus appropri-ated wholesale, wbile streets are unformed, without gas,
andunprotected. NotwithstandingMr.Cargilli seemedof
a contraryopinion, we think it will be admitted there is
much justicein the complaint. In many portionsof the
higher parts of thecity,where ratepayersare called upon
to pay a considerable quota to the municipal revenue, the
conditions of the roadway— pathways there are none

—
is

simply a disgrace, inmanyinstances entryandexithaving
tobe effected by themeans of planking laidupon abedofmud. It isbut a few days since anunfortunatemancame
byhis deathunder circumstances which left no doubt that,
were the dangerous place sufficiently protected, the sad.
accident never would have occurred. The unfortunateIvictim wasunknown and friendless, and further than the

A RECORD.

At the end of last year, the German Government had im-
prisoued five Bishops, viz., the Archbishop of Posew,the
Archbishop ofCologne, theBishop of Treyes,the Bishop
Coadjutor ofPoseit,and theBishopof Paderhorh". Fines
had been imposed by the Imperial Government upon all
these Bishops, and also upon the Bishops of Mtjbtstee,
Hildersiieim,Breslau, Culm,Ermland, andLimbueg.
In addition, thepropertyof these Prelates has been plun-
dered or confiscated. As anexample, the Archbishop of
Posen" was fined, till his funds were exhausted, and then
his private effects were seized,andsold. The Government,
of Prussia despoiled him of his revenue, cast him into
prison, wherehe now lingers, and then, as far as it could,
deprived him ofhis See. But this is not all ; it now calls
onhim, inprison, to pay income tax on the revenues of
which it has despoiledhim,and on account ofthe See from
which ithas declared himdisposed.

Since the beginning of theFalck Laws,up to the3rd
of lastDecember, 1400 priests,in Prussia, had been either
sent to prison, or fined on account of theselaws ;100 had
been banished, from their homes, and some who had re-turned to their flocks,hadbeen transported to theIsland
of llugen. In some of the prisons, such for instance as
Diisseldorf. and Cleve, the persecuted ecclesiastics were
kept in the

'
same room with criminals, and treated like

them.
Besides the 1400 imprisoned and fined,about as many

more
—

that is,1400— had been forbidden by the Govern-
ment to say Mass, or performany sort of priestly function;
and if they dared to do so, they were compelled to leave
their own county.

The private houses of the laity had been visited by the
police,and their drawers searched.

Catholic lay gentlemenhad been cast iuto prison for
speaking according to their consciences.

On the 16thoflast December,amember of theGermanParliament,HerrSoujstn-emann, who is aJew,andaDemo-
crat,chargedBismarck f to his face with having ordered,
within a short time, no less than 784 persons tobe sum-
monedbefore the Judge, to bepunishedfor havingoffendedhim,chiefly in the Catholic newspapers.

No one escaped the ruthless persecutor. For example,
apoorneedlewomanhad the misfortune to speak an incau-
tious word, as to the treatmentCatholics were receiving
from their Government, and Bismaeck hadher brought
before the Judge to be punished, although in a letter to
him the had beggedhis pardon.

Catholic newspapers dare not reproduce foreignnews
displeasing to him. The 'New Free Press

'
of "Vienna,a

Jewish newspaper, stated that Bismarck had held back
letters of the AustrianImperialFamily, to Queen Augusta.
This statementwas publishedina Prussian Catholicpaper,
accompanied with the remark that "it could not be
believed." And what was the result

—
Bismarck had tie

unfortunateEditor sent to prison for three months.
Since the beginningof the presentyear,thepersecution

has not only continued but increased.
Nothingisnow wanted-to raiseBismarck andhis asso-

ciates to the infamy of Nero,but the actual shedding ofblood, and this appears to be nearat hand.
And why all this folly, wickedness and cruelty? Whathave the Catholics done? There were no more loyal

citizens than the German Catholics;none more industri-ous, laborious, and law-abiding; none more devoted to
'everygood work;none moreenthusiastic in their patriot-
ism,as was welldemonstrated onmany ahard-fought field
during the late war between France and Prussia. In
fact itwas to the Catholic troops in the service of Prussia,
that the chiefglory of that terrible struggle was due. It
was they who bore the brunt of the fight— they who, for
the most part,held thepost of honour. They were everforemost inthe field.

But on the morrow of their greatvictory. Germany,
which was so much indebted to them,showed her gratitude
for so much devotion and loyalty, and for so great and

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday, May 22, 1875.

New Zealand Tablet
Fiat Justitia.

SATURDAY, MAY 22,1875.

GERMANPERSECUTIONOF THECHURCH.

many sacrifices,by enacting infamous laws,which no man
could be bound to obey, and which Catholics must not
obey, eventhough their refusal should cost them the loss
of property,liberty

—
even life itself. Inhis deadlyhatred

of the Catholic Church andCatholics,Bismarck has per-
suaded the great German Empire ,to

'
cruelly persecute

fifteen millions ofher best subjects.
Here, then,wehave notorious facts,andyet the news-

papers in England. America, andtheBritishColonies, with
the exceptionof suchas are Catholic,have not aword'of
censure for this ruthless persecution. In fact they almost
ignore the facts altogether. They withhold from their
readers the state of the case, andnot only that,but rather
insinuate that the Catholics of Germany arenow receiving
their deserts. On( the part of these papers there is nosympathy for brave men suffering persecution for justice
sake, because theyhappento be Catholic. On the con-
trary, the tone is "

serve them right." "With them Bis-
MAB.cic,withtwomillionsuldiers^at hisback,isa,maugreatly
to be admired for thestand he ismaking against unarmed
priests and Catholic laymen.

Were a vile calumny against Catholics, or huge lie, to
be publishedina corner 01 Germany, such, as the forged
speech of Bishop Strossmayee, orBismarck's false state-
ment as toKtjllman,itwould be inserted in every non-
Catholic newspaper,and rapidly circulated throughout theEmpirewith an evident relish. But the gross injustice
done to Catholics,and the fearfulpersecution to which they
are subjectedin Germany, Switzerland,and elsewhere are
scarcely noticedby the newspapers.
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