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April 16, 1875.
Bmver I last wrote to you several circumstances have come to pasa
here, which it would have been very wrong to pass unnoticed, the
more 89, 3 most of your subscribers here keep their papers filed,
the others get hound volumes at the end of the year, and
they would naturally like to. see some referemnce to those events
which, at the time of their cccurrence, they took n deep interest in.
Captain and Mrs. Sharp left on Bt. Patrick’s Eve by the San
Francisco branch mail steamey, and were accompanied to the wharf,
despite the inclemency of the wedther, by several of the leading
citizens of Wellington, who testified their regard by many a God
speed and cheers again and again repeated as the steamer loft the
wharf. A% 11 o’clock the same morning, Mrs, Sharp was pre-
sented, at St. Joseph’s School, with a beautiful address from the
Catholice of Wellington, expressive of their appreciation of her
“gervices to religion, education, suffering humanity, and a watchful
interest over the footsteps of the faltering of her sex.” It wasab
first intended to accompany the address with a presentation, but
circumstances prevented this owing, in a great measure, to
shortness of time. Charles Johnston, Esq., read the address,
and during the reading thereof both Captain and Mrs. Sharp
were wmuch affected. Mrs. Sharp in replying atated she had
done nothing but what every Catholic was in duty bound
to do. Captain Sharp seid his work was simply teking
a pardonable pride in “looking on” what Mrs, Sharp was
doing, During the time Fathers O’Riley, Petit Jean, Kearney,
and McCaughey were present. Before the proceedings terminated,
Father O’Reilly announced that Charles Johnston, Esq., would, on
behalf of Mrs. Sharp, givé the annnal Easter Monday pic-nie to the
children. This event has since taken place, and was attended by
ghout 180 children.
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Was celebrated with a solemnity never before witnessed in Welling-
ton, and so imposingly that we could scarcely hope for an improve-
ment. Certainly his Lordship wasmnot present, being on his visitation
through the diocese at the time, but we had his sympathies. He is,
in fact, “ more Irish than the Irish themselves,” being an Irishman by
residence and sympathy, he chose Bt. Patrick’s Day as the day on
which he received the mitre, and he takes a great interest in the
Hibernian Society, baving become a member of our branch. We lLad
early Mass, at 7 o'clock, celebrated by TFather Kenrney at
the High Altar; simultancously at the Blessed Virgin's Altar by
Father Petit Jean ; and at St. Joseph’s by Father Lardin. About 30
of the H.A.C.B. Society attended in their regalin, and about 20
received Holy Communjon. The smallness of the number at Holy
Communion was in a_great mensure owing perhaps to the faet that
o great many of the H.A.C.B.B. members are wlso members of the
Young Men's Society, and they were all at Holy Communion
the Sunday previous. R

But that which was the crowning of the day, was the special
service in the evening, at whichthe following clergymen were present :
—ZFsathers Petit Jean, O'Reilly, Yardin, Kesrney, and M‘Cavghey.
Father Kearney delivered one of the finest panegyrics on the life of
our great Patron Saint that it has ever been my good fortune to hear.
He spoke as one who knew his subject, a8 one who knowing was able
to deliver, and knowing how to deliver, was able to impress his
hearers. Ploce of birth, his slavery, his freedom and his enll
to the mission, his conversion of the family of his old master, his
appearance before the Monarch Labghaire at Tarn, and the utterances
of the arch Druid, his career through the insule senctorum et doctorum,
the deathbed seene, in which the glorious Saint said, “in futurity the
fruit of his labours, and the colouring of the flock, his great grief
thereat, and how through his great grief he bad to withdraw his
sight, how the Lord called on Iim to look again, and how he said the
flogk graduaily assumed its former wh1tgn_esa, and how he bestowed
his episcopal beredition on those sround his beid.” The Rev. clergy-
man referred ut length to the pevsscution which the Catholic Church
endured for the lust two hundred years, and that although the faith
wae planted in Ireland withouta martyr’s blood, it has been since nour-
jshed by the blood of thousinds, and is at the present day the
white flock vouchenfed to Patrick by God. Finally he exhorted his
heavers to be true to that faith; let it be their boast now, 4s it had
been the boast of their fathers for ages past, and show by their prac-
tice of it that they were worthy of the name of Trishmen and Catholics.
There were two in the cherch to whom the ponegyric must bave
been more than plessing, one o brother, and the other a son to the
grent Saint. I allude fo Father Petit Jean apd Father O'Reilly,
they came here more than 30 yenrs ago on the same mission that took
Patrick to Ireland, and found here “not where to lay their head.”
‘Fhey have now two of the finest churches in the colonies, two schools,
two convents, and ave now making a noble effort to build o fitting
residence for their Bishop. I moy state while on this subjeet that
the church was filled to overflowing, it was alsp on Good Friday, and
throughout Holy Week. The grentest number ever seen at-Holy
Communion attended on Easter Sunday, both at the Cathedral, and at
St. Mary's I have not ascertained the exaet mumber, but it wos sur-
prisingly large. . .

Tho people of Arrowtown have acquired the services of o good
zeplous Oatholic teacher from here in Mr. Horan, who has just left
with excellent testimonials from the clergy. The Hibernian
Society, and the Catholic Young Men’s Society huve presented him
with an address and testimonial.

At the last meoting of the Hibernian Society & cireular (copy of
which has alfeady appeared in proceedings of Dunedin branch pub-
lished in TABLET) was received from Dunedin Braneh, ord onthe motion
of Brother Harley, seconded by Brother Breen, s resclution to the
following effoct was unanimously agreed to ; *That we cordially agres
with the objects of the Circular, and that the Secretary be requested
to reply to this effect.”

P10 NONO.
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A PORTRAIT FROM A FRENCH PEN.

Ters man, hallowed by a moral splendour, and who has known all
kinds of temporal tribulations, when once seen never can be for-
gotten. How bright and happy were the first years of his reign,
and how little promise they gave of an unceasing martyrdom ! I
wag 2t Rome when the famous speech of M. Theirs came, an
electric discourse, which began with those words-— Courage, Holy
Father!” He needed courage, indeed, but it was not necessary to
tell him so. That courage was equal to all his trials. At the
beginning of his reign not one of the * Facines’ but would have
willingly worn on his cap the words “ Viva Pio Nono!’ The
Roman police had nothing more to do than to protect him in his
walks from the enthusiasm of the cvowd. There are princes who
fear to let the itinerary of their movements he known in advance
to lessen the chances of being shot at or poignarded--that of Pina
IX was concealed ta spare him the supplies of trinmphal arches
end daily ovations. This prince had to be defemded against the
zeal of his subjects, and against the movements of his own heart.
He used to go and preach in the first ehurch that lay on his path,
and towards which the inspiration of the moment carried him.
The Christian world, unaccustomed for centuries to see a Pope
preaching, felt iteelf rencvated. And what a fine, intelligent and
graceful countenance ! A Roman ocast of features, puch as we may
gee in many of the ancient busty of the museum of the capital.
Something like a Chrigtian Trajan., In his gaze there is all the
hallowed Light of evangelical inspivation, grace and peace emanate
from it—gratin et pax, these two things sc much admired by the
prophet.  And, sbove all his prestige, that of simplicity and ex-
pansion. If the temperature of Rome is unhealthy he will try to
excuse the city for being so inhospitable to strangers. He will
obligingly give you the best hygienic prescriptions to preserve you '
from the effects of the atmospheric changes, and in a flow of words,
familiar, candid, soft, falling from his lips like Bakes of snow, and
with them he would mix up sermons and deep-felt thought that go
direct to the heart—and all that in the tone of simple conversa-
tion, without thinking of playing a part, holding a rank, and still
less producing effect. e kmows well how to hold his rank as &
sovereign, yet he prefers to be n father. His house, g0 small to-
day, and so well watched, is truly the houss of the Lord, If you
are four or five who have obtained a letter for an audience youneed
not fear to male the snow-ball and take with you as many as you
like {go to even thirtyg, and you will be a)l well received. From
these audiences one does not only come away better, bubt quite
different and possessed by the Pope. If it were possible for the
Holy Father to be seen by everyone, how few free~thinkers would
remain in the world. Who even is not affected by sesing him, and
"hearing him, is only suaceptible of being touched by afall ora blow.
Who would not prefer to be the captive and crucified Pontiff in the
Vatican than to be William, the all-powerful Emperor of Germany,
gongueror, with laurel-crowned-head of Austria, and of France
alag !—for we must say so, and remember i#6? Who would not
prefer to be the Pope, nsulted and persecuted, than to be Victor
Emmanuel with ten crowns to be King of united Italy, and on his
throne in the Quirinal. Neither the Landwehr, nor the Landstrum,
nor the Krupp cannon, nor the white Cuirassiers, nor the audacions
Bersaglieri can keep aloof that brigand who despises kings, and
whose name is Death. There will be heavy accounts to render in
the sixth chamber above according fo the threat of Gregory XVI.
to the Emperor Nicholas, who grew pale under the quiet gaze of
the Pope. The most incredulous, and those who exeuse everything
by raisons detat, the most hardened against the protestations and
comyplaints for what is right and just, must sometimes think ef
him, and it is not probable that they do so without being affected
in soul or body. He, the loved and venerated old man, will sleep
gently in peace and glory, blessed for his frials, his labour and
good deeds, with consolation of having borne up against misfor-
tune, of having courageously accomplished his duty to the end,
and of bhaving given to the last hour of his life the example of

faith and eonstancy to the millions of Christians of whom he was
the father.—* Figaro.’

THE PERSECUTION IN SWITZERLAND.

_H——-

GERMANY is certainly doing all it can to keep ahead, in the race it,
is running with Italy and Switzexland, in persecuting the Church.
But it looks at present as though Switzerland would come ont
firgt, Cerfainly in the effort to play the part of a ¢ Sedncer and of
Anti-Chrigt,” the following action taken by the secular anthorities
of Bt. Gall, Switzerland, caps the climax of impious assumption of
spiritnal power :— -

« (oneidering that the clergy persist in teaching the doctrine of
the Infallibility, the ™ Catholic™ (!) SchooliBoard has decided to
entrust the instruction for the approaching first communion to
secular teachers. Should the priests of the parish.object to this,
and refuse to administer the SBacraments to children thus instructed,
the School Beard will employ one in their stead.”

In Germany, the Burean of Public Instruction, under the
decrees of Cicsar Wilhelm is invested with the office of teaching
the truths of Divine revelation which Christ committed to His
Apostles ; the Chwristian (f 1) Government of Switzerland has gone
o step farther, and undertake to clothe each School Board eof
infidels (hypocritically called Catholic) with this Divine anthority.

The well-known steamship Great Britain, built in 1843, has
now completed her 35th voyage to Australin. It is estimated that
during that time not less than 30,000 persons have travelled in

her.




