
WELLINGTON.
April 16, 1875.

SinceIlast wrote to you severalcircumstanceshavecome topass
here, whichit wouldhave been very-wrong to pass unnoticed, the
moreso,asmost of your subscribers herekeep theirpapersfiled,
the others get bound volumes at the end of the year, and
they would naturally like to;see some reference to those eventswhich, at thetime of their occurrence,they took a. deepinterest in.
Captain and Mrs. Sharp left on St. Patrick's Eve by the San
Franciscobranchmailsteamer,andwereaccompaniedtothe wharf,
despite the inclemency of the weather,by severalof the leading
citizens of Wellington, who testified theirregard by many aGod
speedandcheersagainand againrepeated asthe steamer left the
wharf. At 11 o'clock the same morning, Mrs. Sharp was pre-sented,at St. Joseph's School, with a beautiful address from the
Catholics of Wellington, expressive of their appreciation of her
"servicestoreligion,education, sufferinghumanity,anda,watchful
interest over the footstepsof the falteringof her sex." Itwasab
firstintendedto accompany the address with a presentation,but
circumstances prevented this owing, in a greatmeasure, to
shortness of time. Charles Johnston, Esq., read the address,
and during the reading thereof both Captain and Mrs. Sharp
were much affected. Mrs. Sharp in replying1 stated she had
done nothing but what every Catholic was in duty bound
to do. Captain Sharp said his work was simply taking
a pardonable pride in "looking on" what Mrs. Sharp was
doing. During the time Fathers O'Biley, Petit Jean, Kearney,
andMcCaughey werepresent. Before theproceedings terminated,
Father O'Beilly announcedthat Charles Johnston, Esq., would,on.
behalfof Mrs. Sharp, giv§ the annual Easter Monday pic-nic to the
children. This eventhas sincetaken place, and wasattendedby
about180 children.

St. Pateick's Day
Was celebratedwith a solemnity never before witnessed inWelling-
ton,and so imposingly that we could scarcely hope for an improve-
ment. Certainly hisLordshipwasnot present, being onhis visitation
through the diocese at the time,but we hadhis sympathies. Heis,
infact, "more Irish than theIrish themselves," being anIrishmanby
residence and sympathy, he chose St. Patrick's Day as the day on
which he received the mitre, and he takes a great interest in the
HibernianSociety, havingbecome amember of ourbranch. We had
early Mass, at 7 o'clock, celebrated by Father Kearney at
the High Altar; simultaneously at the Blessed Virgin's Altar by
FatherPetit Jean;andat St.Joseph'sbyFatherLardin. About30
of the H.A.C.B. Society attended in their regalia, and about 20
receivedHoly Communion. The smallness of the number at Holy
Communion was in a great measure owing perhaps to the factthat
a greatmanyof the H.A.C.B.S. members are also members of the
Young Men's Society, and they were all at Holy Communion
the Sunday previous.

But that which was the crowning of the day, was the special
service in the evening, at whichthe followingclergymen werepresent:— Fathers Petit Jean, O'Eeilly, Yardin, Kearney, and M'Caughey.
FatherKearney delivered one of the finest panegyrics on the life of
our greatPatron Saint thatithas ever beenmygood fortune tohear.
He spokeas one whoknew his subject, as one whoknowing was able
to deliver, and knowing how to deliver, was able to impress Ms
hearers. Place of birth, his slavery, his freedom and his call
to themission,his conversion of the familyof his old master, his
appearancebefore the MonarchLaeghaire at Tara,and theutterances
of the archDruid,his careerthrough theinsula sanctorumetdoctortim,
the deathbedscene,in whichthe glorious Saintsaid, "in futurity the
fruit of his labours, and the colouring of the flock, his great grief
thereat, and how through his great grief he had to withdraw his
sight,how the Lord calledonhim to look again, andhowhe said the
flock gradually assumed its former whiteness, and howhe bestowed
his episcopalbeneditionon those aroundehis bed." The Key. clergy-
manreferred at length to thepersecution whieli the Catholic Church
enduredfor thelast two hundredyears, and that although the faith
wasplantedinIrelandwithoutamartyr'sblood,ithasbeensincenour-
ished by the blood of thousands, and is at the present day the
white flock vouchsafedto Patrick by God. Finally he exhortedhis
hearers tobe true to that faith; letitbe their boast now, as ithad
been theboast of their fathers for agespast, andshow by their prac-
tice ofit thatthey wereworthyof thenameof Irishmen andCatholics.
There were two in the church to 'whom the panegyric must bave
beenmore thanpleasing, one a brother, and the other a son to the
great Saint. Iallude to Father Petit Jean and Father O'Reilly,
they camehere more than 30 years ago on the samemission that took
Patrick toIreland, and found here "not where to lay their Lead."
They havenow two of the finest churchesin the colonies, twoschools,
two convents,and are now making a noble effort to builda fitting
residence for theirBishop. Imay state while on this subject that
the church wasfilled to overflowing,it wasalsponGoodFriday, and
throughout Holy Week. The greatestnumber ever seenat Holy
CommunionattendedonEasterSunday, both atthe Cathedral, andat
St. Mary'sIhavenot ascertained the exact number, but it wassur-
prisinglylarge.

The peopleof Arrowtown have acquired the services of a good
zealousCatholic teacher from here in Mr.Horan, who has just left
with excellent testimonials from the clergy. The Hibernian
Society,and the Catholic Young Men's Society have presentedhim
with,anaddress and testimonial.

At the last meetingof the Hibernian Society a circular (copyof
which has already appearedin proceedings of Dunedin branch pub-
lishedinTabl/Et) wasreceivedfromDunedinBranch,andonthemotion
ofBrotherHarley, seconded by Brother Breen,a resolution to the
followingeffect was unanimouslyagreed to;"That wecordiallyagree
with the objectsof the Circular, and that the Secretary be requested
toreply to thiseffect."

'
A PORTRAIT FROM A FRENCH PEN.

Thisman, tallowedbya moral"splendour,and who hasknownall
kindsof temporal tribulations, when once seen nevercanbe for-
gotten. Howbright andhappy were the first years of his reign,
and how littlepromise they gave of an unceasingmartyrdom! I
was at Rome when the famous speech of M. Theirs came, an
electric discourse, whichbegan with those words— "

Courage, Holy
FatherI" Heneededcourage,indeed,butitwasnotnecessary to
tellhim so. That courage was equal to all his trials. At the
beginning of his reignnot one of the

"
Facines

"
but wouldhave

willingly wornonhis cap the words
"

Viva Pio Nono!" The
Romanpolicehadnothingmore to do than to protecthimin bis
walks fromthe enthusiasmof the crowd. There areprinces who /\fear tolet the itinerary of their movements be knowninadvance

*
to lessen the chances of being shotator poignarded— that of Pius
IXwas concealed tospare him the supplies of triumphal arches
anddaily ovations. This prince had to be defended against the
zealof his subjects,andagainst the movements of hisownheart.
Heused togo andpreachin the first church that lay onhis path,
and towards which the inspirationof the moment carriedhim.
The Christian world, unaccustomed for centuries t6 see aPope
preaching, felt itself renovated. Andwhat a fine,intelligent and
gracefulcountenance! A .Roman cast offeatures, such as wemay
seeinmany of the ancient busts of the museumof the capital.
Something like a ChristianTrajan. Inhis gaze thereis all the
hallowedlight of evangelicalinspiration, graceandpeace emanate
fromit

—
gratia etpax, these two things so much admiredby theIprophet. And,aboveall his prestige, that of simplicity andex-\ pansion. If the temperatureof Home is unhealthy he will try to

excuse the city for being so inhospitable to strangers. He will
obligingly giveyou thebest hygienic prescriptionstopreserve you
from the effects of the atmosphericchanges,andinaflowof words,
familiar, candid, soft, falling from his lips like flakes of snow, and
with themhe wouldmix up sermonsanddeep-felt thought that go
direct to theheart— andall that in the tone of simple conversa-
tion, withoutthinking of playingapart, holding a rank,and still
less producing effect. He knows well how to hold his rank as a
sovereign,yethe prefers tobe a father. His house,so small to-
day,andso wellwatched,is truly thehouseof theLord. Ifyou
are four or five whohaveobtainedaletter for anaudienceyouneed
notfear tomake the snow-ball and take with youasmany as you
like (go to eventhirty),and youwill be allwell received. From
these audiences one does not only come away better, but quite
differentandpossessed by thePope. If it werepossible for the
HolyFather tobe seen by everyone,how few free-thinkerswould
remain inthe world. Who evenis not affectedbyseeing him, and

■hearinghim, is only susceptibleof beingtouchedbyafallorablow.
Who wouldnot prefertobe the captiveandcrucified Pontiff inthe
Vatican than tobe William, the all-powerfulEmperorofGermany,
conqueror, with laurel-crowned-headof Austria, and of France
alas!— for we must say so, and remember it? Who wouldnot
prefer tobe the Pope,insulted and persecuted, than tobe Victor
Emmanuelwith tencrowns tobe Kingof united Italy,andonhis
throneintheQuirinal.NeithertheLandwehr,nor theLandstrum,
nor theKrupp cannon,nor thewhite Cuirassiers, nor the audacious
Bersagliericankeep aloof that brigand who despiseskings, and
whose nameis Death. There willbe heavy accounts to render in
the sixthchamber aboveaccording to the threatof Gregory XVI.
totheEmperorNicholas, who grew pale under the quietgazeof
thePope. The mostincredulous, andthose whoexcuseeverything
by raisons d'etat, the mosthardened against theprotestations and
complaints for what is right and just, must sometimes think ef
him,anditis not probable that they do sowithoutbeing affected
insoul orbody. He, the loved and veneratedoldman, will sleep
gently in peace and glory, blessed for his trials,his labourand
gooddeeds,with consolation of having borne up against misfor-
tune, of having courageously accomplished his dutyto the end,
andof having given to the last hour of his life theexampleof
faith andconstancy to the millions of Christiansef whomhe was
the father.— 'Figaro.'

Germanyis certainly doingallit can to keepahead,in the race it,
is running withItaly andSwitzerland, in persecuting the Church.
Butit looks at present as though Switzerlandwould come out
first. Certainly in the effort toplay thepartof a"Seducer andof
Anti-Christ," the followingactiontaken by the secular authorities
of St. Grail, Switzerland,caps the climax of impious assumptionof
spiritualpower:

—
"Considering that the clergypersistinteachingthedoctrineof

the Infallibility, the
"

Catholic" (!) School'Boardhas decided to
entrust the instruction for the approaching first communion to
secular teachers. Should the priests of the parish^object to this,
andrefuse toadminister the Sacraments tochildrenthusinstructed,
the SchoolBoardwill employ one intheirstead."

In Germany, the Bureau of Public Instruction, under the
decrees of Caesar"Wilhelm is invested with the office of teaching
the truths of Divine revelationwhich Christ committed to His
Apostles j the Christian(!!) Governmentof Switzerlandhasgone
a step farther, and undertake to clothe each School Board of
infidels (hypocritically called Catholic) with this Divineauthority.

[Saturday, May 8, 1875.NW ZEALAND TABLET.
PIONONO.

The well-known steamship Great Britain, built in1843, has
no-w completed her 35thvoyagetoAustralia. Itis estimatedthat
during that time not less than 30,000 persons have travelledin
her.

THE PERSECUTION IN SWITZERLAND.
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