
ORIGIN OF THE AMERICAN FLAG.
The starsandstripesbecame thenational flagof theUnitedStates
of Americaby virtueofaresolutionof Congress,passedJune14th,
1777, whichread as follows:

—
"Resolved that the flag of the

thirteenUnited Statesbe thirteenstripes,alternate redandwhite;
that the Union"be thirteenstars,whiteinablue field,representing
anewconstellation." This resolution appears in the

"
Journal o£

Congress," volumen.,page165. The flag seems tohavebeenthe
result of the efforts made by Washington,Dr.Franklin,Mr.Lynch,
Mr.Harrison, andColonel Joseph Keed. On the2ndof January,
1776, Washington was in the American camp at Cambridge,
organizing thearmy whichwas thatday created. The Committee
of Conference, consisting of Franklin, Lynch, and Harrison,sent
by Congress toconfer with Washington on that importantmatter,
werewithhim, Colonel Eeed, one of the aids-de-camp, wasalso
Secretaryof theCommitteeof Conference. The flag inuseby the
armywasaplainred field, with theBritishunionof thecrosses of
St. Andrew, St. George, and St. Patrick on the upper leftcorner.
Severalgentlemen of Bostonsent to the American camp copies of
theking's speech, whichalluded to the petitionofthe Continental
Congress interms of contempt andseverity. These were received
on the date mentioned above, and the effect is described inthe"British AnnualRegister, 1779,"page1847, thus:—"The arrivalofthe copy of theking'sspeech, withanaccount
of the fateof thepetitionfrom the ContinentalCongress,is said to
haveexcited the greatestdegree of rage and indignation among
them;as aproofof whichthe former was publiclyburnedin the
camp; andthey aresaid, on this occasion, tohavechangedtheir
colors fromaplainredground, which theyhadhithertoused,, toa
flagof thirteenstripes,asasymbolof thenumberandunionof the
colonies."

The use of stripes to mark the number of States on the
flagcannotbeclearly traced, but maybe accounted for by a cus-
tomof the camp at Cambridge. The army of citizen volunteers
comprisedall gradesof men. Very few were uniformed. Itwas
almost impossible for sentinels to distinguish generalofficers from
privates. Frequently officers werestopped at the outposts and
held, for identification untilthe arrival of the officer of the day.
Orders wereissued, thatthe different grades of officers shouldbe
distinguished by astripeof coloredribbon worn across thebreast.
Washington, as Commander-in-Chief, wore aribbonof light blue.
The starsonthebluefield

—
"anew constellation"

—
weresuggested

by theconstellationLyra, timehonored as an emblem of union.
The thirteenstarsof the new constellationwere placedas thecir-
cumferenceof acircle, and on ablue field, inaccordance withthe
resolutionalready given. Thatwas the flag used atBurgoyne's
surrender,

'
October 17th, 1777 . By a resolution of Congress,

passedJauuary13th, 1794, to take effect May Ist,1795, the flag
waschanged tofifteen starsandfifteenstripes. That was theflag
of1812. By aresolution, passedApril4th,1818, to take effect on
the following July 4th, the flag was again changed to one of
thirteen stripesand twenty starsj andanew star, to representa
newState, ordered to be placed on the blue field on the 4thof
July following admission of such State. The flag now carries
thirty-seven.

Saturday,May 8, 1875.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
PERSONAL AND HOUSEHOLD HINTS.

Ipyouarebuyingcarpets for durability, choose smallfigures.
Benzine andcommonclay will cleanmarble.
Ifyour flat-irons are rough,rub them with fine'salt, andit will

make them smooth.
Castor oil is an excellent thing to soften leather.
Wood ashes and common salt, made compact with water,will

Btop the cracks of a stove,andprevent the smoke from escaping.
To clean a browned porcelain kettle,boilpeeledpotatoes in it.

The porcelainwillbe renderednearly as white as whennew.
To ascertain whether a bed be damp or not, after the bed is

warmed,put a glass globe in between the sheets, and if the bed be
damp,ina fewminutes dropsof wet will appear on the insideof the
glass.

A strong solution of carbolic acid and water,poured into holes,
killsall the ants it touches,and the survivors immediately take them-
selvesoff.

Should the topof your lamp become loose, takeit offhand wash
it withsoap;wash the glass also, thenput the plaster around the
glas.B;put thebrass toponagain, let it stand until hardened,andit
isready for use again. A lamp shouldnever be filled quite full,as
the kerosenesoftens the plaster.

Ifyouhave a crack inthe wall inthe cornerofthe room, or any-
where else,do not send for the plasterer,but get five or ten cents
worthof dry plaster of Paris, wet with cold water,then tako your
finger andrub itintothe crevice till it iB smooth. Badnailholes in
the wall canbe donein the same way.

Itis said that garlic fed to fowlsonceor twice a weekis excellent
for colds.

Givehoney beesplentyof honey, but not toomuch empty space
tocluster in, andkeep themdry as wellas warm.

A sandy or gravelly soil is usually best adapted to theuse of
plaster,but itis found beneficialupon anysoil abounding in vegetable
matter. A clay soil has thepower of absorbing ammonia from the
air, whichis oneof theoffices ofplaster, and therefore is not so bene-
ficialupona clayey as a sandy soil.

To Desteoy Fiies.— To one pint of milk add a quarter of a.
poundof raw sugar and twoounces of ground pepper:simmer them
together for eightor tenminutes, and then when coolplacein shallow
dishes. The flies attackit greedily, andare soonsuffocated. By this
method kitchensmay be kept clear of flies all summer without the
danger attendingpoison.
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-pBINCESS THEATRE.
-*■ Lesseeb ... Messes. Steeie &Keogkh.

OPIEN EVERY EVENING
With theMosb Talented Company inNew Zealand.

CEOWDED HOUSES NIGHTLY!!
Continued Success and Genuine Popularity of those Eminent

Artistes
MR. AND MRS. HOSKINS,

(MissFlorence Colville),
Who willappear

THIS EVENING, FRIDAY,
Benefitof

MR. W. HOSKINS,
When willbeproducedByron's

LANCASHIRE LASS.
CHANGE OF PROGRAMME NIG-HTLY.

Boxplanmaybe seen,and seats secured,atMr. West's, Musical
Warehouse.

DressCircle, 4s ;Stalls, 2s;Pit, Is.

ARTHUR A. ADAMS.
GENERAL COMMISSION AND ADVERTISING

AGENCY,
LAND AND ESTATE AGENT,

GEORGE SXBBET, DtTNEDIN.
Tradesmen'sBooks AdjustedandAccountsCollected.

TEACHER WANTED,,

EOR theCatholic SchoolofHYDE. Salary, £70 pelannum, with
Residence. Applications,wilti testimonials, to be addressed to

theHon.Sec.before the 17th April.

WANTED KNOWN.

SMITH'SCAB Leaves St. Kilda Hotel every hour forDunedin
startingat 8.30 a.m.;Returning from Queen's Arms Hote

everyhour to St.Kilda.
TTV R. M. D. MURPHY

Sttbgeoit, Apothecary,and Accoucheur,
Has commencedpractice in Dunedin. Temporary residence, Knol

House,opposite WesleyanChapel.
Hours ofattendance:10 to11a.m.;2to3 and 7to8p.m.

TTIXCELSIOR HAIRDRESSING, SHAVING, AND SHAM-
XJ POOING SALOON,

(Opposite Caledonian Grounds,)
Geeat King stbeet, Dttnedin,

A. ALLEN, PKOPRIETOR.
Children's Hair Out (any day) betweenthe hours of10a.m.and

4 p.m., 6d.
—

A Splendid Assortment of Meerschaum, and Wooden
Pipes on hand;also, Tobacco, Cigars, Purses, Pocket Books, Per-
fumery, Pomades, Cutlery, Hairand Tooth Brushes, &c.— To open
out in a few days—

a Large Assortment of Ladies' Combs,Pins,Plaits,
Frizettes, Chignons,Head-dresses,&c.— Corns Pared.

STANDARD INSURANCE COMPANY.
NOTICE OF REMOVAL.

DURING the Erection of the Company's New Offices on their
present site, th« business will be carried on in the premisesof

MrRose, clothier,on the oppositesideof Princes street.
CHAS.REID,

Manager.

FINE OLD COGNAC.
SPECIAL IMPORTATION.

WE have just landed 200 cases Riviere Gardrat and Co.'s old
brandy, which is considered the finest in the Home marketß,

andhas beenpronouuoedby competent judges here tobe superior to
anyhitherto imported.

Also 10 quarter-casks(8 yearold) Ardbeg whisky.
ESTHER &LOW,

Georgestreet.

ALTERATION OF TIME
On and after SATURDAY,MAY 1,

COBB'S COACHES
To CLYDE tia LAWRENCE

will leaveDunedin
On WEDNESDAYS and SATURDAYS,

And leaveClyde forDunedin,viaLawrence, onthe samedays
JNO. CHAPLIN & CO..Manse street,Dunedin,April 27,1875.


