
The area sold forcash amounts to164,157acres,to534purchasers.
The area of rural land surveyed ready for settlement during the

year has been 220,000 acres, divided into 1,255 allotments, and there
are now in course of sectional survey,150,000 acres, also 14f>,000 of
trigonometricalsurvey, which.^vill he placedin the market when the
surveysare completed. Of Town andSuburban allotments therehave
been surveyed 860.

Notwithstandingthe large area of land whichhas been selected
ondeferredpayments during the year, there is still ananxioxis deaire |
to take uplandunder this system* Itis amatterof regret,however,
that the area which can be opened is so limited as to cause consider-
able delay and fruitless expense to the applicants in attending to
ballot for sections. Itis tobe hopedthat the Colonial Legislature
will see itsway to remove thisrestriction at an earlydate. Your con-
currencewillbe requestedto theProclamationof severalnew Hundreds
and of further blocks ondeferredpayments 5 proposalsfor which will
shortly be laidbefore you.

As youare aware,some yearsago,in accordance with resolution
affirmedby you,Ireserved by proclamation a largeareaof territory
as endowments for various public purposes. The ColonialGovern-
ment, however, declined to issue Crown grants in respect of theseendowments,which, by anAct of the Assembly,have beencancelled.
TheAct inquestion also provides that, withyour concurrence, 500,000
acres for public purposesmay le set aside from sale. A resolution
willbe submitted to youaccordingly.

The Births,Deaths, and Marriages during the'year amounted to3,583, 1,067, and731, respectively.
12,311 Immigrantshave arrivedin the Provinceduring the year

from the UnitedKingdom, of -whom 1156 were nominated by their
friends. Notwithstanding the circumstance that a largeproportion
ofthese were landedin the winter season, itis satisfactory toknow
thatall able and willing to work were speedily absorbedin the labormarket, andat thepresent moment the Immigration Depots are all
but empty. One of the great difficulties with whichimmigrantshad
to contend was the scarcity of house accommodation, in order to
obviatethis this Provincial Government appliedfor and. obtainedthe
temporary use of £12,000 for the erection of immigrants' cottages.
This money has tobe repaidtothe GeneralGovernmentin instalments
spreadover four years. 135 Cottages have been erected in various
parts of theProvince, whichitis proposed tosell along with the land
onwhich they stand,— the proceedsto be applied to the building of
others to be dealtwithin the aame wayuntil theloanisextinguished.
Iam glad to say that since thearrivalof Mr.JamesAdaminEngland,
considerableimprovementhas taken placein the quality of immigra-
tion to thisProvince, and that theresults whichwere anticipatedfrom
hismission have thus been so for fully realised.

The amount depositedin thevarious Savings Banks throughout
theProvincehas been £244,766, beings upwardsof £31,000 inexcess
of the deposits for thepreviousyear.

The only new Eailways which have been opened has been the
main line to Green Island, and the Provincial branch to the Green
IslandCoalField.

The gross traffic returns on Railways amounts to £57,857, as
against £35,527 for the previousyear.

The linefrom Oamaruto Awamokowill, it is expected,be ready
for goodstraffic in the courseof ten days, and for passenger traffic as
soon as theballasting is fully completed.

The contracts on theWaireka andWestern Districtlivesare pro-
gressing favorably.

The lines whicharebeing constructedby the ColonialGovern-
ment are,Iunderstand,beings vigorously pushed forward, and the
SouthernTrunk toBalclutha willbe openedso soon as the Chain
Hills Tunnelis completed, whichitis expected will be about the
endofJuly next.

Last yearyouresolvedupon theconstructionofvariousBranch
Railways— Railwaysinmany respects, even more important and
necessarythan the Main Lines, inasmuch as they would connect
the interior with the seaboard, thereby rendering the country
available for profitable settlement

—
unfortunately, however, the

ColonialParliamentdeclinedto sanction the necessary loan, and,
withthe exceptionof preliminary surveys, things remain as they
■were.
Ipropose thatanothereffortbemade,at the ensuing Sessionof Parliament, to enable the works in question to beproceeded

with.
Incompliance withyouxResolutions of last year, preliminary

Surveyshavebeenput inhand, andestimates ordered to be pre-
paredasto theprobablecost of various lines.A flying Sunrey has also beenmade ofaline to the Dunstan,
bothby WaihemoandTuapeka, withaview of ascertaing the re-
lativecost of the tworoutes. Pullparticulars ofalltheseSurveys,
together with estimateswillbeplacedbefore you.

Itis scarcely necessary toadd, thatunless theColonial Legis-
lature will sanction therequiredadvance toeffect these works, or
purchase the Bluff and WintonRailway, there is little or no pro-bability of their being constructed, with theexception, perhaps,of
Buch lines as that fromRivertonto Orepuki, which willopen for
settlement Crown lands which are at present practically un-available, the proceedsof aportionof.whichwill amply cover the
cost of the line. Inthecaseof Orepuki,Imay say that the pre-
sent contract will be absolutely unproductive unless the line is
completed.

These andsimilar worksof aneminently urgentandreproduc-
tivenature cannotpossibly beat onceprovidedfor out of ordinary
revenue. They are works,however, which the Provovince would
nothavethe slightest difficulty inaccomplishing if their payment
couldbespread over a limitednumber of years. The Colonial
Legislature last session refused to grantyourapplicationforaloan,
ana decided that the Province should not obtain the means re-
quired.for the constructionof itsBranchRailways,notwithstanding
thatadvances for variouspurposes were made to other Provinces.
Iam glad tobeable tostate,however,thatbeforetheclose of the

'
session theLegislature, recognizingthe injury that -would "be done
by refusing to enable the Province to'undertake the important
works for which the loan was required,agreed to an Act author-
ising an advanceof .£60,000 out of the Public "Works Loan for the
construction of BranchRailways in the Province. lamnot with-
out hope,therefore, that,on properrepresentationof the matter,
the ColonialLegislature willsanction atemporaryadvance to the
Province, sufficient to enable it to construct the branch linesso
urgently required,and withoutwhich the trade of the main lines,
and thebenefits tobederivedfrom their construction,"will not be
fully realised.

As it will become necessary to assimilate the gauge of the
Bluff and Winton Railway to that of the Colonial lines, the re-
|quisiterolling-stock hasbeenordered fromEngland j so soonas it
arrives the gaugewillbealtered. It is hoped that the value of
the existing plant,whichithas beenagreedtodisposeof tothe Go-
vernment ofNew South Wales, willto a certain extent cover the
costof thenew stock.

Gentlemen, the Estimates for the yearhavebeen framed with
adesiretoapportionthe Eevenueequitably throughout the vari-
ousdistricts of theProvince,Ionly wish that the amountlikely to
be atourdisposalduring the current year were such as to enable
usmore fully tomeeturgentrequirements.

Indealing withthe educational requirements of the Province,
the GeneralEducation Board has had frequently forced upon its
attention the necessity of making provision whereby those dis-
tricts-which may desire to tax themselves for thepurposeofsupple-
menting the Government allowance to the schools might be
enabled todo so.

"With this viewaBillwillbe submittedfor your consideration
andapproval.

On this subjectImay say that in my opinion it is a mere
questionoftime whenaGeneral Education rate will become im-
perative. The demandfor schools throughout the Province even
at thepresenttime canonly bepartially met out of the ordinary
revenueand the rentsof theEducationalendowments".

During the past year there have been expended on school
buildings alone .£21,000. The number of Government schoolshas
increased from 140to154, and thenumberof teachers from 219 to
266. The attendance of pupils has increased from 11,451 to
13,681.

TheannualreportoftheEducationDepartment,-whichwillbelaid
onyour table, embodiesmuch interesting information, andmany
important suggestions, whichIshallbe gladtoseegiven effect to.

There are a number of other Bills tobe introducedby the
Government, for the most part of a technical character, and to
whichIneednotnow further advert.
Iunderstandthat your assent will be asked to several im-

portantBills, havingfor their object theconstructionand working
of Branch Railways by public companiesby means of their own
capital.
Ihail such enterprisesasbeing oftheutmost importance,and

as demanding everyencouragementatthehandsoftheLegislature,
seeing that the State is not itself inapositionto undertake them.

Inall suchBills duecareshouldbe taken toprovide that the
Railwaymaybe acquireduponfair terms by the Government at
anytime, shouldit bedeemedexpedient,andalso thatthe Govern-
ment shouldhavethepower toregulate the charges and running
of the line, so as toguard against extortionon the one hand, and.
secure thepublic convenienceon the other.

During thepast year the Executive Governmenthas devoted
much of its attention to the properworking and organisationof
the Railway Department— a Department which is gradually
developing itself into oneofthe most importantin theState

—
and.

upon the efficient administrationof which both the safety and
comfort of thepublic verymuch depend.
Ineedscarcely point out howimportantitis, atthecommence-

ment of ourRailway organisation, that there may beestablished,
throughall its ramifications, the mostperfect order andsystem.

Inthe attainment of this end, the Government is muchin-
debted to the valuable advice and assistance of the Railway
Manager,Mr.W. Conyers, whose services,Iregret to say,we are
aboutto lose.

Last Session you voteda sum of money as the salary of a
Mining Surveyor;Iaccordingly placed myself incommunication
with the Government of Victoria with the view of obtaining an
experiencedman for the office.

Itwas found,however, that the sum voted -was insufficient to
secure for oneyear the services-of Mr.G-. H.F. Ulrich,Consulting
Mining Geologist of Victoria, the gentleman who was recom-
mended.

Under the circumstances, therefore, it was deemedadvisable
toemploy Mr. Ulrich to the extentto |which the amount voted
wouldgo. i

His report, from which, itis tobe hoped,much benefit may
result, willbe placedbefore you. Itwould, Ifeel assured,be a
greatboon to the Province could Mr. Ulrichbe induced tosettle
here, inconnectionwith a Schoolof Mines, for the establishment
of whichitis intended tosolicit yourapprovalthis Session.
Iamsure you will agree withme in regretting the loss which

the Provincehas sustained by the death,ofMr. John Auld, oneof
theearliestandmost enthusiastic promoters of the settlement of
Otago, aman ofhighcharacter andstanding,whohasbeenof vast
service to theProvincein various ways, and whomit willbevery
difficult, ifnot impossible,toreplace.

Mr. Auld's death, thereis reasonto fear, wasbrought about
in the service of the Province,beingtheresult ofanaccident which
befell him whenpersonally inspecting the arrangements for the
late shipmentsof Salmon Ova.,

The questionof asuccessor toMr. Auldin theBritishAgency
of the Province willbesubmittedtoyou.

Last yearIsuggested that anAsylum shouldbe establishedfor
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