
Itwas a disastrous day forNew Zealandwhenthepolicy which
dictatedthe "NewProvinces Act,1858,"presidedoverits destinies,
andIampersuadedevennow, difficult although itmay appear to
be, that the wisestthing that could be done would be to fallback
uponthe Constitution and allow the respective Provinces torely
upon themselves;limit the central G-ovemment to purely federal
action; let each Province have the uncontrolled disposal of its
public revenue, from whatever source derived, contributing its -
share prorata towards the maintenance of thecentral power,and
towardspaymentof the debt for which the Colony as awholeis
now liable.

Were this policy adopted, theProvincesin eachisland would
gradually and spontaneously merge into each other, and the
apparently irreconcileabl6 idea of agreat and unitedColony,and
at the same time practical financial separation between the two
islands, wouldbe realised

We shouldmoreoverbe relievedto alarge extentof that enor-.
nious departmentalexpenditure whichis yearly assumingmoreand
more gigantic proportions, and swaUxnving up resources which
mightbemore beneficially applied,

—
expenditure whichinagreat

measure is atpresent practically beyond the control of therepre-
sentatives of thepeople.

Itmay besaid that these views are now impracticable, and
thatit is too latetoentertain them. Iventure to think,however,
thatnothing is either toolateorimpracticableif thepeoplewill it.

Itshouldnotbelostsight of thatmostof theabsolutely neces-
saryandprimary functionsof Government are nowbeing carried
onby the Provinces.

Surely itis only reasonable that before committing political
suicide, and relinquishing the powers -which theynow possess by
means of the existing Provincial organizations, the peopleofthe
Colony should know iuto whose hands those functions are tobe
hereafter entrusted.

If they areto devolve upon the Central Government, allex-
periencegoes to prove that they will 'neither bebetter normore
economicallyperformed thanatpresent.

If they be entrusted toRoad Boards,not only will the cost of
administrationbe enormously increased,butit willend in confusion
worseconfounded.

Youmay dependuponit that the real question with which the
colonyought tograpple is not abolition of provinces,but the ques-
tion of finance— a moreequable appropriation of the public revenue
among those by whom itis contributed— the reduction of the cost of
administration without impairing its efficiency. lamwellassured
thatunder the peculiar circumstances of New Zealand Colonialad-
ministration will giveusneither.

The greatproblem which we in theSouthhave tosolve is how best
to holdour own, which we certainly shall not doby renouncing tho
local self-governmentwhich wenow possess. Prom first to last the
Central Governmenthas abstracted fromOtago alone,two millions of
money,not one farthingof whichhas been expendedwithin thepro-
vince, anditis because the abolitionof the North Islandprovinces,
must, in my opinion,stereotypethe continuance of,andrender worse
this state of things, that Iexpress myself so strongly upon this
subject.

No doubtIshall be jibed with the "Great-is-the-Diana-of-the-
Ephesians" argument,by those who cannot conceive it possiblefor
men tobe prompted by principles of political action different from
their own.
Ican assure you, however, that were this the last day of my

official existence, the opinionsnow expressed are those whichwould
be honestlyheldby me.

Gentlemen,
— Hoping that your deliberations will conducetowards

the best interests of tie province,Inow declare this Councilopen for
the despatchof business.

J. Macandbew,
Superintendent ofOtago.

GENERAL NEWS.
On the occasion of the promulgationof the constitution, the

Presidentof the Eepublic of Hayti requestedthe Archbishop to
cause aTe Deum tobe sung in the cathedral. His Gracecomplied
anda,ceremony of greatmagnificence "was theresult, at whichthePresident, Secretaries of State audother officials werepresent.

The Roman papers deny that PrinceTorlonia has writtento
or visitedGaribaldi, and also declare that he hasnot receivedany
communication from him. We are glad tobe able torecord this
denial, for thePrince wasalwaysamongthemoststaunchadherents
of the Holy See,and his desertion would beexceedinglypainfulto
thePope.

In many of the principal Protestant churches of Germany,
public prayers are offered up for the "persecuted bishops and
priestsof the EomanCatholic Church." The Bishop ofMunster,
noting this fact,earnestly entreats our prayers for ourcharitable
butseparatedbrethren,who are likewise persecutedat presentin
the German Empire, and share with us many tribulations. We
trust that theirgood will towardsusmaybethe meansof securing
for themthe grace of conversionto the faith.

A.gentlemanofveryhigh rankhas just entered theCarthusian
order, at the Grande Chartreuse. This person is the Marquis
Viviende Varaville, who belongs to a family whichdistinguished
itself in theconquestof England, at thebattle ofHastings.

Itseems that the law lately issued by the municipalityof
Genoa, against religious instruction in the public schools, hasmet
withsuflh decided oppositionthatthe military had tobe calledout
to put a stop to the tumult occasioned by the parents of the
childrenwho wentincrowds toprotest against the iniquitouslaw.
The municipalofficers who votedithavegivenintheir resignation,
andit isbelieved that things will soonberestoredto their former
condition.

inebriates, and that incurable lunatics shouldbe removed from/Dun-
edin to the country; also, that provision should be made for the
custody andreformation of criminal children apart from the Indus-
trial School. Small votes were passed by you for these several
objects.

Althoughnothinghasyetbeendone inthese directions, theGovern-
menthas not lost sight of them. The difficulty has been theacquisi-
tion ofa'suitable locality within a short distance fromDunedinby
rail, wherea sufficient areaof landmight be had,so as to lender the
institutions self-supporting.

Ithas nowbeen resolved to solicit your concurrence inreserving
900 acres, about 20 miles fromDunedin, on the Great NorthernLine,
with a view of locatingboth, the IndustrialandReformatory Schools,
as wellas theAsylum for lunatic andinebriates.

This area of land wouldafford themeansof healthy employment
for the inmates of all these establishments, and go far torender all of
them self-supporting.

Intermsof theprovisionof the Ordinance of last session, a Har-
bour Boardlias been constituted for thePort of Dunedin, to which
body,in accordance with what wasunderstood tobe yourdesire, have
beendelegatedall thepowers and functions held by me inrespectof
Dunedin Harbour. The Q-overnment has likewise granted to the
Board theuseof all the property connected with theHarbour De-
partment,pendingyour decision as to whetherthe provinceis tomake
a chargefor the same,or whether itis tobe handedover free.

Itwillbenecessary toamend the Harbor BoardOrdinance so as
toafford theBoardgreater facility thanit nowpossesses towardsthe
speedy and successful carrying out of the work, with theaccomplish-
ment of whichithas beencharged.

Gentlemen,— Inconclusion there is one subject which so vitally
concerns the future welfare of this Province, to which if I,as an. in-
tegralpartof this Legislature,didnot on thepresentoccasion advert,'
Ishould fail in my duty to the people with whose interestsIam
specially charged— Irefer to the contemplatedconstitutionalchanges.

Itisproposed,as youareaware, forthwith toabolish the North
IslandProvinces,on the plea that they can no longer perform the
functions assigned to themby theConstitutionAct, thatis tosay that
they areunable, without the aidof the Colony, to provide for the
maintenance of peace, order, and good government within their
borders.

Gentlemen,— Ifthis be so
— whichIdeny

—
the cause isnot far to

seek, The presentcondition of the Provinces might be very aptly
illustrated "by comparing them to a man who has beenboundhand
andfootbyone stronger thanhimself and then told that, because he
cannot wait,he is a cumberer of the ground. Of one thing lamcer-
tain, and that is that there 'can be no partial abolition,but that,so
long asNew Zealandis one Colony, the Provinces, bothNorthand
South,must stand or fall together, xmless in so far as they may
mutually agree to a voluntary fusion as in the case of Otago and
Southland- Itis useless to disguise from oxirselves the fact, that
abolition of the Provinces implies that the whole revenue of the
Colony is tobe appropriated by the Colonial Legislature, and that
Canterbury and Otago, whichnow contribute the lion's share of the
consolidated revenue,are to be calledupon tosupply stillmore.

Itimplies that the resources which will bederivedfrom our rail-
ways

— railways, the whole of whichare being constructedat the cost
of theProvince

—
shall become Colonial revenue, to be appropriated

by the General Assembly. It will not be long before this item
figures very largely inthe annualbalance-sheet.

It implies, moreover, that the administration of the "Waste
Lands andthe settlementof the country will1beunder the control of
apower much lessdirectly responsible to and under the eveof the
peoplethanatpresent. Althoughno doubt this might suit the in-
terestsof some, itis doubtful whether, iv this Province at least,it
wouldbe conductive to the public interest. In the courseof twoor
threeyears, the existing leaseß of extensiveareasof country,nowheld
as grazingruns, willbegin to terminate. Ifproperlydealtwith these
runs will yielda considerable permanent revenue, which willbein-
creasing annually for thenext ten years, and which will go far to-
wardskeeping down taxation;they will also carry a large agx'icul-
turaland pastoralpopulation. Itthereforebecomes ustoguardmost
watchfully againstanorganic change in the Constitution, whichIam
persuadedwill prove to be as the letting in of water as respects the
future disposition of the Provincialestate.

No doubtwo are told, and that sincerely, that the Compact of
1856 is tobecome as thelaws of the Medes andPersians. Iconfess,
however, thatIhave nosuch faith, in aLegislature composedof such
conflicting elements as that of New Zealand.
Iregarditas the sheerestinfatuation on the part of the people

inOtago to countenancea Constitutional change, the advantages of
which (granting that there areany), willbe as the"small dust in the
balance comparedwith the risk— or rather, Ishould 6ay, with the
certain loss -which cannot fail toresult. The same remark will apply
ina somewhat less degreeperhaps toourneighbours of Canterbury.

Why should the peopleof Otagosubmit to their resourcesbeing
still further swallowed up in the maelstrom of Colonial finance?
"Why should they quietly takeit for granted that theymust needs be
the victims of the inevitable, when, if they would only pull together
andrise superior to local jealousies, they have the destinies of the
Province in their ownhands ?

Itis humiliating to reflect that, while this Province has been
materially the backboneof the Colony,contributing as itdoes about
one-thirdof the Consolidated Eevvnue;it has been, politically, a
rope of sand,allowing itself to.bekept in leading-strings by apolitical
system which,has hadlittle knowledge of and less sympathy withits
interests andrequirements— apolitical system the relationship with
which has beento repress the progress of theProvinceand to swallow
upitsresources.

Gentlemen,
—

There can hero doubt that a radical change is
requiredin thepolitical frame-work of the Colony as itnowexists,
and if this change would only take the right direction, happy
wouldit hefor allconcerned.
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