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inebriates, and thet incurable lunatics should be removed fronw Dun-
edin to the country; =slso, that provision should be made for the
cugtody ord reformalion of criminal children apart from the Indus-
t’g”l Bchool. Small votes were pngsed by you for these several
objects.

; Althoughnothing hus yet been done in these directions, the Govern-
ment has not lost sight of them. The difieulty has been the aequisi-
tion of a'suitable locality within » short distance from Dunedin by
rail, where a suificient aron of land might be had, so as to render the
institutions self-supporting.

It Las now been resolved to solieit your eoncurrence in reserving
900 acres, sbout 20 miles from Dunedin, on the Great Northern Line,
with a view of locating holh the Industrial and Reformatory Schools,
88 well as the Asylum for lunutie and inebriates.

This aren of Iand would afford the menns of healthy employment
for the inmates of all these establishments, and go far to render all of
them self-supporting.

In terms of the provision of the Ordinance of last sezsion, & Har-
bour Board has been constituted for the Port of Dunedin, to which
body, in accordance with what was understood to be your desire, have
been delegnted all the powers and functions held by me in respect of
Dunedin Harbour, The Government has likewise granted to the
Board the use of all the property connected with the Harbour De-
partment, pending yowr decision as to whether the provinceis to make
o charge for the same, or whether it is to be handed over firee.

It will be necessary to amend the Harbor Board Ordinance so as
to afford the Bonrd greater facility than it now possesses townrds the
speedy and successful carrying out of the work, with the accomplish-
ment of which it has been charged.

Grentlemen,—Tn conclusion there is one subject which so vitally
concerns the future welfare of this Province, to which if I, as an in-’
tegral part of thie Logistature, did not on the present cccasion ndvert;
Ishould fail in my duty to the people with whose interests I am
specially chargod—T vefer to the contemplated constitutional changes.

It is proposed, as you arve aware, forthwith to abolish the North

Tsland Provincos, on the plen thet they can no lomger perform the
functions assigned to them by the Constitution Act, that is to suy that
they are unwble, without the aid of the Colony, to provide for the
maintenanco of peace, order, and good government within their
borders.
Grentlemor,—TIf this be so—which T deny~—the cause is not far to
seek, [The present condition of the Provimces raight be very apily
illustrated by comparing them to a man whe has been bound hand
and foot by one stronger thon himself and then told that, because he
cannot walk, he is o cumbever of the ground. Of one thing I am cer-
tein, and that is that thers ‘can be mo partial abolition, but that, so
long as Now Zealand is one Colony, the Provinces, both North and
South, must stand or fall together, unless in so far as they may
mutually agree to & voluntary fusion ns in the case of Otago and
Southland. Tt is useless to disguise from ourselves the fact, that
abolition of the Provinces implies that the whole revenue of the
Colony is fo be approprinted by the Colonial Legislature, and that
Canterbury and Otago, which now countribute the lion's share of the
consolidated revenue, arc to be called upon ta supply still more.

It implies that the resources which will be derived from our rail-
ways—railways, the whole of which are being conatructed at the cost:
of the Province—shall become Colonial revenne, to be appropriated
by the Genernl Assembly., It will not be long before -this item
figures very largely in the annual balance-sheet. .

It implies, moreover, that the administration of the Waste
Tands and the settlewment of the country will' be under the control of
o power much less directly responsible to and under the eye of the
people than at present. Although no doubt this might suit the in-
terests of some, it is doubtful whether, in this Province at least, it
would be conductive to the public interest. In the course of two or
three years, the existing lenses of extensive avens of country, now held
as grazing runs, will begin to terminate. If properly dealt with these
runs will yield o considerable permanent vevenue, which will be in-
ereaging annually for the next ten years, and which will go far to-
wards keeping down taxetion ; they will also enrry a large agricul-
tural and pastoral population. It therefove becomes us to guard most
watehfully against an organie change in the Constitution, which T am
persuaded will prove to be as the letting in of water as respects the
future disposition of the Provincial estate.

No doubt we ave told, and that sincercly, that the Compact of
1856 is to become as the laws of the Medes and Persians. I confess,
however, that I have no such faith in & Legislature eomposed of such
conflicting elements os that of New Zealand.

I regard it as the sheerest infotuation on the part of the people
in Otage to countenance o Covstitutional change, the advantages of
which (granting that thers aro any), will be as the small dust in the
balance compeared with the risk—or raiber, I should say, with the
certnin logs which eannot fail to result. The same revark will apply
in o somewhet less degree perhaps to our neighbours of Canterbury.

‘Why should the people of Otago submit to their vesources being
sbill further swallowed up in the maelstrom of Colonial finance?
Why should they quietly take it for granted that they must needs be
the vietims of the inevitable, when, if they would only pull together
and rise superior to locrl jonlousies, they have the destinies of the
Province in their own hands ?

It is humiliating to reflect that, while this Provinece has heen
materially the backbone of the Colany, contributing as it does about
one-third of the Consolidated Revvuue; it has been, politically, o
rope of sand, allowing itself to be kept in leading-strings by a political
system which has had little knowledge of and less sympatby with its
interests and reguirements—a politieal system the relationship with
which has been to repress the progress of the Provinceand to swallow
up its resources.

Gentlemen,—There can be ro doubt that a radical change is
required in the political frame-work of the Colony as it now exists,
and if this change would only take the right direction, happy
would it be for all concerned.

It was a disastrous day for New Zenland when the policy which
dictated the  New Provinees Act, 1858,” presided over its destinies,
and I am persuaded ever row, dificult although it may appear to
be, that the wisest thing that could be done would be to fall back
upon the Constitution and allow the respective Provineces to rely
upon themselves; limit the central Government to purely federal
action; let each Province have the uncontrolled disposal of its
public rvevenue, from whatever source derived, contributing its .
share pro rata towards the maintenance of the central power, and
towards payment of the debt for which the Colony asa whole is
now liable.

Were this policy adopted, the Provinces in each island wounid
gradually and spontansously merge into each other, and the
apparently irreconcileable idea of a greab and united Colony, and
at the same time practical finameial separation between the two
islands, would be realised

‘We should moreover be relieved to a large extent of that enor-.
mous departmental expenditure which iz yearly assuming more and
more gigantic proportions, and swallowing up rescurces which
might be more beneficially applied,—expenditure which in a greab
measure is at present practically beyond the gontrol of the repre-
sentatives of the people.

It may be said that these views are now impracticable, and
that it ia too late to entertain them. I venture to think, however,
that nothing is either too late or impracticable if the people will it.

It should not be lost sight of that most of the absolutely neces-
sary and primary functions of Government are now being earried
on by the Provinces. .

Surely it iz only remsonable that before committing political
guicide, and relinquishing the powers which they now possess by
means of the existing Provincial orgamizations, the people of the -
Colony should kmow into whose hands those funchions are to be
hereaiter entrusted.

If they are to devolve upon the Central Government, all ex-
perienco goes to prove that they will neither be better nor mora
economically performed than ab present.

If they be entrusted to Boad Boards, not only will the cost of
administralion be enormously incronsed, but it will end in confusion
worse confounded. |

You may depend upon it that the real question with which the
colony ought to grapple is mnot abolition of provinces, but the ques-
tion of irance—a more eguable appropriation of the public revenus
among those by whom it is contributed-—the reduction of the cost of
administration without impairing its efficiency. I am well assured
that under the peculiar eircumstonces of New Zealand Colonial ad-
ministration will giveus neither.

The great problem which we in the South have to solve is how best
to hold our own, which we certainly shall not do by renouncing the
loenl self-government which we now possess. From first to last the
Central Government has abstracted from Otago alone, two millions of
money, not one farthing of which has heen expendsd within the pro-
vince, ond it is beeause the abolition of the North Xsland provinces,
must, in my opinion, stereotype the continuance of, and render worse
this state of things, that I express myself se strongly upon this
subject.

JNn doubt I shall be jibed with the * Great-is-the-Diana-of-the-
Ephesians’ argument, by those who cannot conceive it possible for
men to be prowpted by principles of politieal action different from
their own.

I can assure you, however, that wers this the last day of m
official existence, the opinions mow expressed are those which woul
be honestly held by me.

Gentlemeon,—Hoping thet your deliberations will conduce towards
the best interests of the province, I now declare this Counecil open for
the despatch of businesa.

Jd. MACANDREW,
Buperintendent of Otago,

GENERAL NEWS,
-
On the occasion of the promulgation of the constitution, the
President of the Republic of Hayti requested the Archbishop to
cause & T Dewns to be sung in the cathedral. His Grace complied
and o cevemony of great magnificence was the result, at which the
President, Secretaries of State aud other officials were present.

The Roman papers deny that Prince Torlenia has written to
or visited Garibaldi, and also declare that he has not received any
communication from him. We are glad to be able to record this
denial, for the Prince was always sxwong the most staunch adherents
of the Holy See, and his desevtion would be exceedingly painful to
the Pope.

Tn many of the principal Protestant churches of Germany,
public prayers are offered wp for the “persecuted bishops and
priests of the Roman Catholic Church.” 'The Bishop of Munster,
noting this fact, earnestly entreats our prayers for cur charitable
but separated brethren, who are likewisze persecuted at present in
the German Empire, and shave with us wany tribulations. We
trust that their good will towards us may be the means of securing
for them the grace of conversion to the faith.

A gentleman of very high rank has just entered the Carthusian
order, at the Grande Charireuse. 'T'his person is the Marguis
Vivien de Varaville, who belongs to a family which distinguished
itself in the conguest of England, at the battle of Hastings.

It seems thai the law lately .issued by the municipality of
Genon, ngainst religious instruction in the public schools, hag met
with sush decided opposition that the military had to be called out
to put a stop to the tumult occasioned by the parents of the
children who went in erowds to protest against the iniquitous law.
The municipal officers who voted it have given in their resignation,
and di;a is believed that things will scon be restored to their former
condition.




