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himselfs  What was there to coerce him, for example, to
reepect the liberties of ofher men, when that liberty interferes with
the exercies of his own? The policeman ; but the policeman was not
always present. Therefore the essentinl gunrantee—the iden of
duty-—was withdrawn by Liberalism from political and social liberty.
Net only that, bub it destroyed anthority, which was really the only
protection that liberty had. Anyone who had read the history of
this dectrine would know this; for if there were anything mors cex-
toin than another in Liberalism, it was the principle that nuthority
and liberty were antagonistic. And the conseqnence was that, in the
various constitutions established since the spread of Libevalism, in
porder to adjust the claims of both, Liberalism had, in fact, puppressed
one of them-—authority. Now, what was authority ? It differed
from nere {orce in Lhis, that it acted npon the human will, and regu-
lated the exercise of liberty in order to protect it. The old Christian
principle is: that both authority and liberty came from God.
It conscerated liberty in the subject, and authority in the superior.
'They had both the same origin—they had the same guidance--the
Divine law ; and they had the same sanction—aternal rewards and
punishments, Libernlism faught Qinmnetrically the opposite of this,
and meintained that they were antogonistic and mutually de-
structive ; and the consequence was, that they saw Constitution
after Constitution raised up (o adjust their conflicting eluims,
and to establish some order in the world. Authority is the supre-
macy of the moral order; it falls, not on the person  to
coerce it, but on liberty to bind it to duty. Liberty could only
exist ina society when its members recognised in those who leld
authority a true superiovity to which they were bound to subordinate
the exercise of their individual liberties. = Otherwise society would be
governed, not afler the mamer of freemen, but after that of beasts.
And it i8 to the lotter that Liberalism leads, Its fundamental dogmu, is,
that sociely depends entirely on itsclf, is under no superior suthority,
consequently, those who exercise power in it, as receiving it only from
those over whom it is cxercised, ave at the merey of their caprices.
Thus Liberalism makes inferiors jsuperiors, and. superiors inferiors.
For is it not elear thut he who accepts the mandate to govern is sub-
ject to those who gave i, and con withdraw it at their pleasave. The
only power, therefore, which governments have to cause law to be
respected, is that of the sword. This was well exemplified in the
various revolutions of the last three-quarters of a century. What was
the result in Trance, which bad been its home, and from whieh
it had spread to the other civilised nations. First, thoy had the revo-
lution, then the days of Robespierrs ; after that the Directory, then
the Consulste, the Consulate for Life, the Empire, which went down
before indignant Burope, then the Monarchy, the 100 days, and the
other changes, down to the time of the Commune, when the sovereign
people rose, and there being no authority to bind them, ench did what
he pleased, and the result was the conflagvation of Puris. It might
bo said that in every form of Government, you must have foree.
True: they must have force everywhere, in order to cause suthority
Loberespectod ; bubil they bad the Chyistinn principle recognised by the
people, very little force would be necessary. Liberalism promised a discon-
tinuance of force ; wars were to be at an end, nations were fo coms into
acoord, and liberty, equality, and fraternity, were to prevail everywhere,
Now,afteribree-quariers of a century, what was Burope? Oneenormous
Cump; armies wore nmmerons than ever; less sacurity for any right;
despotism cstablished everywhere—for Liberalism, by disorganising
society, by letting loost the passions, by rendering insecure every
interest, led inevitably to the establishment of despotism, and con-
seguently to the destroction of individual Lberties. Again and
again they had secn all this exemplified in France, and in other
countries. Tt was unmeccssary to argue the question; it was a
vatent fact. Instead of armics of 25,000 or 50,000 men—which
were considered large a century ago—they now had armies of onec
and two millions of men, and more. Everyone airrived ab man’s
cstate, and who had not fellen into decrepitude hy age, was a
soldier. A nation was now a standing army, and the people were
oppressed by taxation. And this was the great fatuwve that had
come out of Liberalism. Lebthe Christisn principle he established
of a superior power-—of a duty that we owe to an anthority eman-
ating not from man or renson, but from g higher power—let that
principle be recognised by the nations and acted upon, and then
they would see, in place of what they now deplored, something
similar to what might be witnessed even at present in the Catholie
cantons of Switzerland and the North of Spain, There, it is only
necessary to rajse a pole as an emblem of anthority, and it is efi-
cacious to keep the peace and protect life and property. But why?
Because the people are imbued with the principle that they aro re-
gponsible to a higher power, and that each of them iz not o sove-
reign in himself. He thonght he had now said sufficient to justify
himself in entitling his lecture < The Bankruptey of Liberalism.”
He had pointed out what it is; what it promised, and he had tried
to show that it had failed in every one of its promises, and that it
wasg in reality a banloupt.
On the motion. of My. J. Scanlan,

o hearty vote of thanks was
accorded to the right rev. lecturer. v "

Inzsn OFFICERS 1N THE FRERCE ABMY.

—A spondent of
the ‘Dublin Evening Post’ correspondent o

g! : writes from Poris.—¢The srmy is
organising ateadily, and some promotions among the officers show that
men of talent are obtaining the rank their merit alone won for them.
Among tha new colonels is one of the clescendants of the soldiers of
the Irish Brigads, a scion of n noble family that alresdy gave France
two marshals. Liewtenant-Colonel O°Brien has been promotad colo-
nel of the 12th Chasseurs. A, finer specimen of a soldier and a gentle-
man does - nob exist in the JFreneh army. Lieutenant-Colonels
. MacDermott, Sweeny, and O’ Neil areamong the officars whosa services

engure them also preferment before long.”
The Vendome Column, minug it statue

v . ] , has heen released
from ity seaffolding, and once more lifte itself to the admiring gaze
of the Parigiana.
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It is quite certain that none of the City Fathers reside in the
higher portions of the town, or something would have been done
ere this to remedy the withdrawal of the water during the past
week., In Camnongate, Brown, and other streets in that locality,
the taps have been dry since last Saturday. As but few houses
into which water-pipes are 1aid are provided with tanks, the incon-
wenience resulting from the stoppage of water supply can searcely
be imagined. During the past week a stranger to that portion of
the city -vould be somewhat puzzled to account for the number of
jugs, ketoles, and other vessels to be seen carried abomut, and_ it
would appenr as if the residents made it & point of never venturing
out unless loaded with an nfensil of some sort. The Worsig of it is,
too, that those who fortimately possess tanls, not knowing how
long the [zanine may last, are particularly chary in parting with so
seares o commodity. (Bince writing theabove we find that the effects
of the scarcity of water bave made themselves felt in the lower por-
tions of 1lhe city, nnd, 8s o consequence, mensures have been taken to
meet the necessity. The Corporation has arranged that water-men
visit the Jlifferent poriions of the city to supply the absolute neces-
sitios of the people; and although even that itself is a boon, some
idea of the straifs to which people have been put, may be formed
when a bucket full per day is the allotted portion to each family, be
it large or small. e hear of many of the industries about town,
being competled to stop operations for want of waber power.] .

‘WE would draw the attention of owr readers to an advertide-
ment in another column with regard to the New Zealand Pottery
Company. The worls have been in operation for over a year,
during which time they have done a most remunerative business.
Capitalists seeking an investwent will find what would appear
from the prospectus to be a safe means of acquiring an mﬁexgst
upon their money, besides helping to develope one of the industries
of the colony.

Tae Grey Valley Road Board is virtnally defunct. ‘When the
Returning Officer proceeded lately to fill three vacancies, he had
the room and honor all to himself ; no one was proposed, and, as
was remarked, “he couldn’t even rise a bystander.” The *Argus
saya:—** The only de focto member now is Mr. Alcorn, for the elec-
tors of No Town vefused to return members to suceeed Messrs, Cor-
bett and Maguire, and the seats they filled are also vacand, A
good many are inguiring what next. . ] .

Tz Most Rev. Dr. Redwood, Bishop of Wellington, being ex-
pected on a visit fo Christchurch, a committee of the Catholie con-
gregation has heen appeinted to give hisTordship o fitéing recoption.
Dr. Bedwood also purposes paying Dunedin a visit, on which occa-
sion he has kindly promised to deliver a lecture in aid of the Port
Chalimers Church. , . ]

TuE treasnry of the Province of Westland is in an impecunious
state, and one of its representatives in the Council bas hit upon
a novel expedient for replenishing its exchequer. The financier is
a Mr. Beddon, who hins given notice that he will move—** That the
Government be requested to bring in a Bill, having for its obj ecii
the imposition of a tax on all orses and vehicles in the provinee.’
As the horses and vehicles are generally the property of a class
who earn their living with those items as auxiliaries, perbaps the
gapient legislator would simplify his motion, by substituting a Till
for the taxing of those lucky individuals who are allowed to work
for o living, 1f the measmre, as proposed by Mr. Seddon, be carvied,
it will be an injustice to the section of the community who, placed
by fortune beyond the necessity of toiling, will be dobarred from
contributing to the revenue of the province a sum proportionate to
theix stalke in the country.

‘We have vecoived the following lefter, which we have heen
asked to publish, only wishing that there were move amongst us
possessed of lavpe-headedness, as the writer :— Timaru, April 17th,
1875 ~—Bir,—In answer to your stirring appeal in the piece of poe-
try in your last, I enclose a £1 note as my subseription to the fund.
T have vory fow acquaintances here, or I would try to collect some-
thing for it as well, as I have heen reading the Irish papers.
Lately, I know there never was a time when funds were so much in
necd o, as at present.  Of late, several applications of those suffer-
ing on:s hnve had to be veferved by the committee on account of
want of funds. The committee have, therefore, issued an a.flch'ess
to their countrymen af home and abroad, to assist them in the
good work, end I hope our covmtrymen will not be backward at the
call, as there are for hetter wages here, and less calls, than at home.
I think if a subscription were raised, it would be well supported.
There is no doubt we are very backward in this part of the colonies.
I noticed in the Irish papers these last few months, handsome sub-
seriptions from Victorie, Sydney, and even Auckland, towa,rl.is
national purposes, bub nothing from here, I would thank you, sir
to give this a corner in your valuable paper, to bring it to the notica
of those who are hetter able than I am fo carry it out. Yom will
excuse me, sir, I am sure, for troubling you with this, and for ask-
ing you to say a few words on the subject in its favowr.—Yours,
&e., LaBOORER.'—W o shall be most happy to receive any further
gums Jorwarded for so generons and patriotic an object.

Wx have to acknowledge the receipt, from the publisher, My,
Chapman, of Aukland, of the various addresses of Sir George Grey
during his late contests. The pamphlet contains his address in the
Choral Hall, Auckliand ; the speech on his nomination for the oﬁ'}ce
of Superintendent ; and his appeal to the electors of Auckland City
West, on the nomination to the vagant seat in the General Assems
tly, all of which have been revised ond corrected by Sir George.

WE notice from owr Chrisichurch exchange that My. Henry
Eastwood has purchnsed the diorama of ¢ Paradise Lost *—formerly
the property of Mr. Bachelder— which is at present being exhibited
in that city, with great success. Indeed, the exhibition of panora-
mag would appear to be on the increase, for in addition to thq

Hibernicon and “ Paradise Lost M, Skinner, lately commeeto



