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not suffer by comparison. The Aminadab Sleek ofMr.Hoskins
waß amagnificent piece of acting, the make-up of the canting
hypocritebeingperfect. Itis in suchpieces as Sleek andAffable
Hawk that Mr. Hoskins stands without an equal in thecolonies,
and, indeed, in the latter characterhe is nomean rivalofCharles
Matthews himself. As the dashing volatile, yet good-hearted
widow,Miss Colville appeared to advantage. Inherrepresenta-
tionof thecharactershe appearedto so thoroughly identify her-
self with the part sustained, as to share with the audience the
amusement andmerriment occasioned by the absurdities of the
various situations. As Captain Murphy Maguire,Mr. Steele ap-
pearedtodecided advantage, the characterbeing sustainedwitha
spiritanddash, the lack of which is the only drawback to Mr.
Steele's atall times otherwise excellentacting. Itis but fair fo^state,however,that oflate this cannot be said of his impersona-
tions, andhe has amply provedthat whenoccasion requireshe can
ridhimself of the seeming listlessness to which wehavebefore re-
ferred. Mr.LauncelotBooth,anotheradditiontothecompany,also
made his re-appearance on Monday night, and in the character
of CharlesTorrens, in "The Serious Family," gave evidence of
considerableability. As Lady Creamly, Mrs. Stoneham sustained
the character tolife, andreceived the most enthusiastic and de-
served call before the curtain. In a certain round of characters
Mrs. Stonehamhasno rival, andwe werepleasedtosee themerits
of so deservedandpainstakinganactress meet withrecognition.'

On Tuesday evening the brilliant five act comedy of "The
Love Chase" was placeduponthe boards, in which Mr.Hoskins
andMissColville appearedin their highly successful characters of
MasterWildrakeandConstance Fondlove. They wereablysupported
byMrs. StonehamandMr.Musgrave, whoseperformancescalledfor
thehearty bursts of applause,andkept the audienceina continual
stateof merriment. The other characters in the piece werewell
represented,andkftlittle tocouiplainof. The conjugallessonof"

The Happy Pair
"

formedthe after-piece,andcertainly met with
great favor at the hands of the audience. Miss Colville acted
charmingly as Mrs.Honeyton, while Mr. Hoskinsas Mr.Honeyton
displayed anamount of humour which wasdeservedly appreciated
by the largehouse whichstayedto witness it.

withMadame Goddard's company, is travelling with a series of
illustrations, from the worksofDickens, whichhehas styled"The
Panopticon."

It is generally supposed that Nelson being designated the"
Sleepy Hollow," its residents are consequently afflicted with a

tolerablequotaof somnolence,butfromthe following fact it would
appear that the Marlbroughtonians are formidable rivals for the
honor. Inacountry townin that province, on the occasion of a
recent fire, the amateur fire brigade did not discover until theyhad
reached the sceneof conflagration that they had dragged a hearse
allthe way,instead of theengine.

Forlongevity theEast Coast cancompare favorably withother
parts of the Colony. We (writes anEast Coast correspondentof
the 'New ZealandHerald')havenot onlyseveraloctogeuariansand
nonogenarians,but we havealso more than one centenai'ian. One
remarkable rangatira,namedHanara,who is nowin his117th year,
and whose descendants, to the seventh generation, number many
scores,andperhapshundreds, was present, with other natives., at
the landing of CaptainCook, inTologaBay,andhas oftendescribed
thepersonalappearance of thecelebratedcircumnavigator, as well
as thatof the officerswhoaccompaniedhimon the occasion. Hanara
seems tohavenarrowly watched the movements of Captain Cook
whilst onshore, and toremember well whathe saw. He took par-
ticular notice of howCook engravedhis initials on arock atTologa,
and wroteinhis notebook with a pencil. This ancient has long
beenregardedasarepositoryof Maorilegends, and a chronicler of
wars andother eventsofimportance thathave taken placesince he
was a little boy. Heis nowbed-ridden and relapsing into second
childhood— hebeing scarcely able to speak,andliving uponsuction.

Duringthe visit of Lowther Broad, Esq.,to Ahauralast week,
ook occasion tovisit theConventschools,andinconjunotion withhe
theRev.Fathers Binsfield, Chareyre,andEcuyer, whoaccompanied
him,animpromptuexaminationof thepupilswasheld. Mr.Broad,
■whois amember of the CentralBoardof Education ofNelson, said
he wasmost agreeably surprisedat theproficientmanner inwhich
the children acquitted themselves in the faceof certain statements
made elsewhere,wherehepromisedtoforward special prizes tobe
competedfor at the generalexamination, whichis to take place in
about threemonths. The clergymenalsoacknowledgedthemselves
muchpleased, theRev.FatherBinsfieldespecially, whohad charge
of the district whenthere wereneither schoolsor teachers init,and
he expressedhis astonishmentat the great progress made in the
directionof providing educational facilities in a place which was
littlebetter thanawilderness a few years ago.

LORD ACTON.

This Catholicnoblemanhas written aletter to-Mr. Gladstone, on
the subjectofhispamphlet. Itis a remarkable letter, and must
gratify the enemies of the Catholiccauseamazingly. LordActon,
ifIunderstoodhim,rejectsthe doctrineofPapalInfallibility, flat;
yethe professes tobea trueCatholic. Heisa disciple of Dollin-
ger. Hecannot believe the Popeinfallible, because former occu-
pantsofthe PapalChair have, under the impulse of passion, or
throughmistake, done acts and sanctioned principles which the
presentPopeandCatholics, and indeedmankind in general, must
denounce as wicked, or plainly wrong. It would take some one
betterreadinPapalhistory and Catholic theology thanIcan pre-
tend tobe, tosay whetherLordActon's wayofputting his alleged
historical factsbe fairandexactor not. But this much Iknow,
that several Popes, from the days of St. Peter downwards, have
said anddone things they oughtnot to have said and done. So
muchIwouldgrant to LordActon. Ihaveyet to learn, however,
that any Pope ever promulgatedex cathedra— that is speaking
officially andinname of the entire Church

—
any religious dogma

whichasubsequentPopecondemnedaserroneous. ThePope though
infallible whenspeaking excathedra, is liable., under ordinary cir-
cumstances, tobemisledas a man through ignorance or passion,
and tocommit sinlike other frailmen. The wickednessor errora
ofPopeswhile merely speaking or acting in their individual cha-
racter, cannot, and ought not, affect their claim to infallibility
while speaking ex cathedra,as the officialorganof theentireChurch,
afterconsultationwith the representativesof the Church spread
throughout thewholeworld,andsolemnly invoking the guidance
of theHoly Spirit. Thisis whatI,as an unlearned lay Catholic
understandabout Papalinfallibility. If lam wrong,Ihopetobe
set right. Icannotbut regard Lord Acton's letter as extremely
mischievousand well calculatedtomislead;themoresoas heis a
person of considerable pretensions to learning and zeal for the
Catholic Church,of whichheis andstill means,Ipresume, to re-
mainamember. Itwill beapainful operationto excommunicate
him. Butpainful thoughitwouldbe,Isuppose it must be done
unlessherenouncehis error. His letter is somewhat misty, and
after allhemay findhis waytosubmission after wanderingabout
alittle. Heneeds aguide, obviously. Laic.

MR. GLADSTONE IN HIS STUDY.
Me.Gladstone, it appears,isnotyet satisfied with his religious
views. Heis determinedto pursue his theological studies still
further. May God, inHis mercy,granthim grace toBee thetruth
andcourageto embraceit. Hwouldnotbe the first -who has sat
downto study the Catholic religion witha view toconfirm his ob-
jectionstoit,andwho has risenat last fullypersuadedofits truth.
Dr. Newmanis aninstance inpointamongmanyothers. Buteven
amore striking instance of the same thing is the following, as re-
latedina recentnumber ofthe

'
Weekly Register ":

— "
Among the

recent receptionsat the "Vatican, was one full of consolationto the
Holy Father in the midst of his afflictions, which he experiences
from thepersecutionofthe Church inGermany. A German, well
knownin the literaryworld, whohasrecentlybecome a "convert,"
onlayingat the feetof thePontiffsconsiderablesum,asapersonal
offeringofPeter'spence, remindedHis Holiness of an interesting
Iincident. In1856 this gentleman, whowas travelling inItaly,and
Iwho,at thattime, manifested greathostility to the Church, had

PRINCESS THEATRE.
The engagement of Miss Howardcame to a close on Saturday
evening last, on-which occasion the dramatisedversionofDickens's
"Oliver Twist" wasproduced. Notwithstanding the fact thatall
tliegreatnovelists writings were written withalaudablepurpose
in view,each one aimingat some reform to be accomplished, it
must be confessed that its representationon the stage is scarcely-
calculated to have the same effect. The scenes of crime and
misery,so graphically portrayed in the novel, areputbefore the
mind of the reader in a manner to warn and deter by their
example,but,strange as itmay appear, the result is the reverse
whenplacedbefovs the public in a dramatised form, and this is
even the greater, just as the merits of representationarerecog-
nised. Many of the scenes in"Oliver Twist

" are ofanature the
realitiesof which there wouldbe found but few whowouldcare to
look upon,and,although in the work of adaptation for the stage,
they could scarcely be omitted, yet it will be admitted such a
course wouldcall for little regret. The character of Nancy was
undertakenbyMiss Howard, and, although totally different from
those assumed during her three weeks' engagement, she proved
thatinall the walks of her profession— whether as the accom-
plishedlady or the lowly daughter ofpovertyandmisery

—
she was

mistressofitsminutsetdetails. Indeed,insomeofthe "scenes" with
■whichthe pieceabounds,herdelineationsweremostuncomfortably
natural. Mr. Steele appeared as Bill Sykes, but we think the
stagemanager wasat fault in thus casting the piece, theheavy
ruffiannot being one of that gentleman's specialties,andweare
quite sureamore fitting representative could be obtained with
littletrouble. One of the principal charactersinthedrama is the
ArtfulDodger,apartsustainedbyMr. Power withgreatsuccess.
Insuch characters Mr.Power willbefounda most valuable acqui-
sition, his acting on Saturday night stamping him as a low
comedianofno meanmerit.

OnMonday night Mr. Hoskins and MissColvillere-apj)eared
afteralengthenedabsence. The greetingtheyreceivedmusthave
"beenvery gratifying indeed. In response, Mr. Hoskins returned
thanks;onthepartofhimselfandMissColville,stating— of course

—
thatin allhis travelsandabsence the Dunediniteshadneverbeen
forgottenbyhim. Thepieceschosenon the firstnight of their ap-
aperancewere "The JealousWife" and "The Serious Family," in
"bothofwhichtheyappeared. Thetwopiecesareaswellknowntothe
publicas the ladyand.gentleman whom we have justmentioned;
and, suchbeing the case,butlittle needbesaid withregard to the
personationof theprincipalcharacters. In"The Jealous Wife

"
the entire burden is thrown on the shoulders of Mr. andMrs.
Oakley, all theothercharacters being merely subsidiary 5 and,as
the loving yet suspicious spouse, Miss Colville evoked much
laughter and applause. Mrs. Stoneham, as Lady Freelove, the
heartless womanof the world, is deserving of special mention, as
alsois Mr. Musgrave for his personation of Major Oakley. Mr.
Keoghhadbut littleto dointhepart 'of Mr.Russet, buthemade
as muchof the characteras waspossible. "

The SeriousFamily
"

hasbeenplayedmore thanonce recently in the same theatre,and
itmaybesafely said that its representationon Mondaynight did
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