
CONDITIONS OF CONVICT LIFE.
A eecentltpublishedpamphletbyMr.BayneRankenon"PrisonsandPrisoners" gives the conditions necessary to be observedbyconvicts inorder to become entitled to gratuities and tickets-of-leave ondischarge fromprison. During histermof imprisonmentevery prisoner must pass throughthree classesbeforereachino- thehighest. In the probation class he remains for one year, ninemonths of whichare passedin solitary confinement. Then hehastoremain oneyearin the third class, and a similar periodinthesecond,after which hebecomes eligible for admissioninto the con-vict's paradise— the first-class. But unless he obtains acertainnumber of marks in each classhis upwardprogress is delayed. Intheprobationclass hemust earn 720 marks beforebeing set freefromthatpurgatory,while2920marks arenecessary at eaohof thenexttwo steps. Infact, the system is one of promotionbypur-chase, convictsbeing able to insure advancementfromone <*radeto another, by accumulating marks instead of pounds sterlingBut other advantagesbesides promotionresult fromgood conductEvery 20 marks earnedin the third-classentitle their possessor to
receive Id. on his final discharge from prison, while theratesinthe second and first classes are l^d.and2£d. respectively
Thus convicts who pass through the third and second classeswithin the prescribed periodbecome entitled to receive 30s. ondischarge, in addition to what they may afterwardsearn in thefirst-class. Also, if specialcircumstancesrender itadvisable, theyarerecommended, ondischarge, toanextragratuity not exceeding
£,Z, so thatif industriousandwell-conductedtheywouldneverhaveless than £3 ormore than.£4 toreceive. Inreturn for this outlayand cost of the convicts' board and lodging the State gets theprofit resulting from their labor. In some cases this not onlycovers the whole cost,but leaves ahandsomebalance. Thus con-victs earning oncertainpublic workscarried out in1871 amountedto.£140,745, or ,£17,795 in excess of expenses, includingsums setaside for gratuities on discharge. Regarding the workperformedby female prisoners, Mrs. Gibson, the lady superintendent atWaking, mentions a circumstance that may lead to new fieldsofindustry being found for womenconvicts. Anopportunity havin°-occurredof employing afewof herpupilson finework for the inter-nationalExhibition, they succeed inproducing somemosaic tilesthat showed considerable artistic talent and good taste. Thesehavebeenlargely employedintheSouthKensingtonMuseum, and
a pavement of the same material is now being constructedtosur-round the tombs ofNelsonand Wellingtonin St.Paul's 'DublinFreeman.'

,,.TheP^4"** oil,representing his Holinessintheearlydaysofhis pontificatewhichformerlyhungabove thegreatstatueof St.Peter in the mighty basilica of that saint inRome has beenrecently replaced by a magnificent mosaic portrait of him ashelooks atpresent. This mosaichas taken three years to finishand
issaid tobeoneof the finesteverexecuted.

Slaveryhas beenabolished in Aehantee.

BISHOP REDWOOD'S VISIT TOREEFTOWN.
His Lobdship Bishop Eedwood arrived at Eeefton fromAhaura
yesterday evening inMessrs. GihnerBrothers' coach. Anumber ofgentlemen proceeded to Squaretown where they met his Lordship,
andthen escorted him to Eeefton, wherehe was metby a numerousprocession with banners. Heavy rain was falling, whichinterferedwith the effect. The procession proceeded to the chapel whereHis
Lordship alighted, and amid the cheers of those assembled passed
into thebuilding where he wasreceived by the Eev.FatherCummins.Mr.Patrick Brennan,as President of theHibernianSociety, presented
HisLordshipwith anaddress of welcome, whoafter briefly thanking
Mr.Brennan expressedhis intention to reply to it from thealtar.
HisLordship, with crosier in hand,andenrobedin the vestments ofhis holy ofhceproceededto the altar where thesubjoined address wasread andpresented tohimby theEev.FatherCummins. The chapel
was tastefully adorned,but it being Lent the devotionalpainting's
wereveiled. We noticedone veil of beautiful design and workman*ship, a gift to Father Cummins from Her Grace the Duchess of
Norfolk. There werenumeroushandsome banners in theprocession,
used for the first time onbhe occasion. The Sacred Heart,which is
theparochialbanner, thebannerbearingHis Lordship'scoat of arms,
consisting of a red cross, with the motto Arbor decora ornataregis
purpnra,a third witha pelican feeding her young with her heart'sblood symbolicalof our Saviour, with the scriptural text "Suffer the
littlechildren tocome unto Me,and forbidthemnot." A fourthandfifth banners were in honor of St. Joseph and St. Mary, besidesothers.
Address or the Pastoe and Peopleop Eeefton, to the MostEeyebendDb.Eedavood,Bishopop Weiiington.

MyLoud— We, thePastor andPeopleofEeefton,havingalreadyunanimously hailed the first dawning of that auspicious day whichbrought your Lordshipto this orphan diocese, and having alreadyonthat occasion conveyed with electric speed our greetings and bestwelcome, deemitour duty to come forwardto-day inamore specialand ostensible manner to give you,as the Irish have it,"ahundredthousand welcomes," ora genuine Cead MilleFailthe, toourdistrict.We availourselvesalso of the opportunity which your presenceaffords us of testifying our esteem for your sacred character, ouraffectionanddevotednesstowards you.as our Bishop, and our warmappreciationof the exaltedvirtues which those who know you betterbelieveyoualreadypossessed of. May you equal, and far surpasstheir best imaginings and most glorious anticipations In days -ofrationalism, despotism,and incredulity like ours,when might assumestheplace ofright, whencorrupt literature penetrates through everyvein,when Godless systems of education endanger our children, andstrive topervert our youth, atBuch a crisis in the history of God'sChurch,My Lord,itis asource of sincere gratification to us to learnthatnow, at least,we havea young and gifted Bishop, possessedofthatenergy of mind andbody, so necessaryfor the 'efficient discharge
of the sacred functions of the ruling ofhis high office. Howardentlyhave we looked forward to your coming, what fervent vows werepouredforthat the footof Mary's Throne, that she might send us aprudent, just,determined,andgiftedBishop, andMary is never in-vokeclin vain.

Was it not the ImmaculateMother who watched over YourLordshipwhen thehidden designs of Providence carried you back,like our ownlovedPatrick" to the far off shores of France ? Was itnot Mary, orher vanguard, thatserved as the guiding Btar, the burn-ing bush, throughwhich, as another Moses,you received the solemncall andmission. In fine,wasitnot Mary— BlessedMary— whocalled
yoii to that society she loves so much, where she watchedover thedelicate yearsof yourboyhood, and from whence She now conductsyouto this vast,andnot uninteresting portionof Her"son's vineyard.Hail! then, privileged sonofMary; hail! Champion of the SacredHeart'sDevotion! Hailand welcomethouchosen one of the Lord,*
great fieldfor zeal lies openbeforeyou;hundredsof soulslonglapsed
into indifference awaityourpaternalcall, and the name of the GoodShepherd here beckonsyouon.

Andnow, very dear Prelate and Father, (we love to callyoubythatname,for it brings back one who was tous a father, indeed
—

the saintly Bishop Viard, your much loved predecessor), our very
dearPrelateand father, permit us toadd that while we listened withincreasing satisfactionto all goodaccountsgivenusofyou,yourmild-ness, your goodness, your zeal and ability, we have not remainedinsensible to the many toils

—
the almost insurmountabledifficultiesthat await yourLordshiphere. Would thatit were ours to lighten,

or immediately remove them;but, alas!what can we in this new-district
—

crippledin its infancy—
and now but crawling onfor want[of helpandsustenance. Ah!it is not ours at present tobear anybalm to ourFather'sheart (savethatof first efforts in God'sservice),but we may do so later. We cannot come forward with temporalgifts, for at present we much want them;we can only Bupplyby

prayer,and this wedaily offer for yourLordship.
We terminate in recalling to mind thevoyage ofyourLordship

to the eternal city, your visit to our saintly Pontiff PopePiusEL,and the impressionsat that centre of light andunity. Our feeling*in his regard,and with reference tohis sufferings, are but the echo ofthe Catholic world. His trials are our trials j he is ourFather, theChurch is our dear mother.
We wishyourLordship every blessing, and recommendingour>selves to yourprayers, weask your PaternalBenediction.Signed for theClergy andpeople,

Eet.Fathee Cr^tMiNS,S.M.
. PatbickBeennan,

Secretary ofCatholicCommittee.
His Lordship,in replying to the addresses, stated thathe wasindeedproud of theenthusiastic reception accorded to him, and becouldreadilybelievethat the gathering wouldhave beenmorenumer-

otisbut for the inclemencyof the weather. He waspartly prepared
for the characterof thereception,knowingthat those whom he tai
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to face with theLord Chief Justice, andhad the result of putting
anend to the system till then prevailing, under which, in the
"words of BenjaminVictor, stagemanager,"everyperson who had
asword wassure todrawit on the stage-doorkeeper,if he denied
him entrance;

" and,as the elder Sheridantells us, "every strip-
ling,by anacquaintance with the actors,by abribe of a shilling,
or byvirtue of abig look andan oak sapling, could get admission
behind-the scenes, andbe immediatelyinitiatedinto the mysteries
of Mars andVenus.

Once, under Mossop'ssceptre, Smock Alley went as high as"
KingLear," andonce,inSheridan'smanagerialday,it fellaslow

as dancing dogs! A few yards around the comerstoodthe theatre
ofFishambleStreet,and this toohad its ups and downs; for in
the spring of its youth it brought Handel's "

Messiah
"

to light,
and in its worn old age, when its fortunes werecontrolledby"FrederickFreebryne, Esquire— by friends and patrons entitledMickey Free— a shilling fee gaveone not only a seat in the best
partof the house,but also the right of admission to the casino,
wherethe gods andgoddesses of Mr. Freebryne's temple deigned
tospeakandevendrink withmortals.

ComingupSmock Alley;crossing overParliamentStreet;pur-
suingour wayby Essex Street througha quarter once devotedtotaverns, printing-offices,lampoons,epigrams,andthepublicpapers;enteringTempleBar, a street called after that worthy English-
man, the ancestorofLordPalmerston,who told such lies againsttheIrish inhis "Historyof Ireland," that even the British Go-
vernment were ashamedof it; passing the corner where a fruitstall waskeptby Peg. Woffington's mother, and taking a turn ortwo,we come upon Crow Street, a place famous in many ways,lastcentury the chosenhome ofassemblies, ridottos, andsubscrip-tionballs for thepink of fashion inDublin, and the scene until1820 of the theatrewhichbore itsname. Opened in 1758 by the
notable Spranger Barry, oncea silversmithinSkinner's Row, andabandonedat its grand climatericto thesale of hats and the accu-mulation of rubbish, thisCrow Street theatre is alliedwithmightynames. Ithadits triumphs and failures, its tides of fortune, itssplendors,andits squalors,its wantonriots, at one time organisedbyMagee,of the

'EveningPost/ at anotherby O'Connor, a rope-
maker inPillLane, the owner of Dragon, a Newfoundland dog,whoplayedin the"

ForestofEondy." Besides themostfamous
of these dramatic lights who appeared in later times at SmockAlley,theboards of CrowStreetboastedSam Foote, Dexter, Mrs.Fitzhenry, Catalani,MichaelArne (the composer), Eobert Owen-son (Lady Morgan's father),Cheny, Cooke, Miss Farren, EdmundKean,and the surpassingMiss O'Neill. Nopersonalepisodesmoreromantic thanthose of Miss Woffington and Miss O'Neillcan befoundinthe annals ofany stagein the world.
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