
Therehas been instituted lately in Belgium a rewarclof 10000francs, tobe given to the colliery owner whfin the decennS rS-v!?ending 1883, shall have had the%mallestnumSe of woTmenSdby explosions. This isan exampleletus hope,which willEfiin thu.country. To a wealthyooalownor the money vaL of such areward is ofcourse of noconsequence;butno one,howeTei°Wh hisSrma^u^ tbe sfcinC^a
oni&fijff

winof lusHoliness couldnot be gainsaid. ThePontiff +W «
-

SKETCHES OF DUBLIN IN THE LAST CENTURY.
Stories of thedistrict ofEssex Bridge abound.„„, ■***any onecasthis eye over the Ordnance Map of the cityandnoteaspace on the southern bank of the river bStaSnSS^Sm*"^!.011,*?e?c eaSt andend^atMshSSTtfeet
Hill and D*" Tthfl7^heinS markedby Castlestreet,Cork
Digger tnan theblade of a good sized pocket-knife,but itreure-ttsssss&rs? old times a4

-
w*«' siw-«

TTon^TI°^ on GrattanBridge, welook to theCifcv

fffl^ssa^c.sMps fast*
Cork Ztatln^V^S0?11111 was du-ectly afterSh£^
Snd » Yiffir?aS Xt We>thehand'«* lead menS £c!
suits of AriJl^r*8 a.majit6r of twe^7Pounds, a couple ofS?oL 'mt^a paiTof blackvelvet breeches, laced, a ra-EwwE ;butS.Ucll Use hemake ofthis liftedstock-S;Sthatj&? a Limerickwidow with adowryof fivehundred ayear,hewenton"acquiring

"
landssofastastoarouseWs

kepv fortune, andto chargehimwithcriminaldishonesty. Queen

Ir^JpLt&iL^^^an^S-S;
SET »f and r P°ssessions," the ex-law clerk died atfatnnw?/SmgSUChanhTOrand and leaving such akingdoms diS" S° nS Pe6rS) aS n6Ver any Subjectof these fchree

On thehighgroundby the Castle— calledafterhim CorkHill
"

—the prosperousadventurerbuiltalordlymansion,which afterhisdeath,becameaseatof government, then, falling as hehadrisen!S^i"y.e+ars roUed!"> tocoffee-selling,toduels,t fenSang classes, toahtenoyacademy, to a wild-beastshow, to a cock-pit, till atlast, something less than a century after King Deathif2ind
I
poor ****** °? the Eaia,wegetalast gliinpsi of hislordgr pleasui-e-house given up to an exhibition of "apaintino-by Raphael andseveralfleas tiedby gold chains ?"This localitykeptitshold on the height of fashion till closeDubSnT;??^^-6^ en tHe Duke of Hamilton <«SbSDublin in1755 withhis beautifulIrish wife, Elizabeth Gunning,they lodgedat the Eagle Tavern,onCorkHill, and the street £ll?"iI*"» blo<*edupby eager crowds, resolved to obtain aS^Pf " Ic^yd êss- Hereaboutslay the choicesthauntsSin?Ohe^lan-^y^gfashion, the taverns,coffee-houses, theatres,clubs, andso forth. Gold-lacedandsworded roysterersswaggeredabout fromclub totavern, fromtavernto theatre, and from thea-*hJL^af^'a

v
d°ne standinSon this bridge at deadofnight intheeraof the "brass monarch." aforesaid,might have-heard theoaths of brawlers,andperchance the clink of rapiersborne tohimxromCorkHillorSmock Alley,

Smock Alley is stillSmock Alleyin the mouths of the inhabi-tants, despiteof everyeffort tochangeitsname. Hereit lies upParliament Street,a few yards only, first turning to theright. ]£
this poor, abject lanestood the famousSmock AUeyTheatre. En-ter theburial-vaultof theChurch of SaintsMichaelandJohn,andyoustandm thepitof the theatre,on the spot where close-packedcrowds laughed, wept, cheered,rioted,in times now long gone by."What names puissant rise up before the mind as one stands mfancyuponthisclassic scene! Farquhar,Nicholini, Booth, Quin,Margaret Woffington, Garrick, Sheridan, Cibber, Barry,Mossop'Macklm,Daly,Kemble,Mrs. Inchbald,Mrs. Siddonsherself, andahostor others of nomeanroputo in their day,graced the boardsofSmock Alley during the century and a quarter of its disturbedcareer,atthe end of which timeits fato was to be turned into aflour and whiskey store,and finally to fall of itself, at the sametime thatNapoleonfell, leavinga site for aCatholicChurch andno-vestigeofitselfbutan oldarched passage, which can to this daybe seen. Looking aa-oundonein this vault,and seeing by a dimfunereal light the simple narrowhonses ofthe dead, itis not easytorealise thathere, in this very spot, was the pit so feared by-managers andactors;the pit thatfiercely hissed, and loudly cal-led,andmadly cheered, ormore madly roseinwrath,and wreckedwithdemon fui-yj thepit from whichDudley Moore leaped on tothe stage ona certain anniversary of William of Orange, durino-the reignof dullQueen Anne, andrecited a prologue to the play
oi lanierlaue, wJuch Governmenthad forbidden to be spoken:the pit from which "Kelly of Comiacht," a « Trinity boy," in-flamed with wine, sprangon the stage, and, being baffled in hispursuitof anactress,hit the manager, Sheridan's father, with anorange,andorganised a series of riots whichkept-Dublinina fevertor weeks,closedthe theatre for awhile,brought Sollyhimself face
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believeon the highestpatrioti^rjOTdT" ' êdmy offer*
v. ££*& text's*"**&considerablenof money whichl^lelj'^^*8 1̂1»
testimonial oftheirregar/andresoeX W^Tfl Ifi"0!?I*1'*""a
motiveswhichinduce!hta?t?pSPfromhtatt?!X?ibl~hf-T">general, hedeclinedtoaccept the jS3feSl\£ft I^°' Soh<??°r-
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AJ"I"^^1"^^ the»«ae of Hugh L-win, oTSe bTuI2SV?8 iand the Havilah Hill Goldmft!mg Co.'s winding-up case was further postponed/H?Cspokeveryfeebly; at times hismind appeared to wander Jshi

7


