
SIR GEORGE GREY.
SibGeorgeGrey is all the rage in Auckland for the present.
Thepress is offeringhim the flattering incenseof praise,or rather
of adulationtosatiety. Yetit is difficult tosee how heis to dous
much good. When, he was Governor he was not, latterly atallevents,inverygood favor withthepeople,andsomeportionofthe
press, ifmy memory servemeright, went sofar as tohint thathe
wasa littlegone in thehead. Such was his obstinacy and self-
will. Thepartheplayed at the commencement and during the
progress of that fatalandunnecessarywarwiththenatives,which
cost us somuchbloodandtreasure,is itnot writtenin thehistory
of thisprovince andcolony. Doesit saymuch for his sagacityaa
apolitician? Itwouldperhapshavebeen better for theprovince
ortheMaorihad Sir GeorgeGreyneverruled the colony. He has
publishedanaddress to thepeople,theburden of whichseems to
be that he will followthemultitude whithersoevertheymay lead.
He willbow toamajority. Nogreatmeritinthat. Inaccordancewiththisprincipleaccordinglyhe will set the seal ofhis approba-
tionto whatisusually called the secular system of Governmenteducation. Undera Governmentlike oursthe willof themajority
mustprevail,be theirdecision just and reasonableor unjust andarbitrary. But there arepublic men of high principle, likeMr.O'Eorke,whowillscorn tosanctionanunjustprincipleormeasure
merelybecauseit pleasesamajority. IfIjudge Sir GeorgeGrey's
addressaright,he is not a man of thatstamp. Our presentform
of Government seems good enough if it were only wisely andhonestly administered. Farbe it fromme tosayourpresentrulers'
arewantinginwisdomorhonesty. But no form of Governmentwillbenefit thepeopleif their rulers are destitute of theaequali-
fications. Can Sir George secureustherijjht menP

" Cwut.

AMUSEMENTS.
With the closeof Easter week came the departureofthe caterersfor the recreation ofthe public, and thePrinces Theatre was thusleftmundisputedpossession. It is said thatit isanEnglishman's
privilege togrowl,and unless of that nationality and determinedto asserthis right, wedefy apatronof the theatreduring the pastweekbeotherwisethan pleased. The managementhadpromisedthatthere shouldbea changeof programmenightly, anditmustbeadmittedthey havenot broken faith, for in the space of sixnights four plays werepresented. On Friday week MissHowardappeared as Mercy Merrick in the "New Magdalen." As thepiece hasbeen played in Dunedin before, and no doubt willbetanuliar tomostof our readers,it maynot benecessary toexplainthe plot. We are not awareby whomthestory,originally writtenby Wilkie Collins, has beendramatised,but theadapterhasbeensingularly fortunateinplacingitbefore the public insuch a formasto awakenaninterestwhich commences with the rising of thecurtain andnever flags to the concludingscene. Theheroineofthe piece wasofcourse sustainedby Miss Howard, andherrepre-
sentationof thedualcharacters ofMercyMerrick andGrace Rose-berry wasa mostfinished pieceof acting, and stamps her as anactressof thevery highest order. Inthe scene between the trueGraceBoseberryandherself, when she acknowledgesherguiltandoffers all the atonementin her power, the anguish from whichshesuffers had avisible effectuponthe audience;but whendriventobay,andgoaded todesperationby the sneers and taunts of hertorturer, sheflings allhergoodresolutionstothe winds,bravesherrival,and gives fullvent to her outraged feelings, the effect wassuch as senta thrill through those present by itsalmostterriblereality. Again, whenshe sees the woman whom she has wronged
but whohas drivenher to desperation,about to be dragged to afelons cell, thenoblerand finerfeelings of her nature bursts thebondsby which theyhave been fettered, and by the sacrificeofherself she protectsher enemy. In the "New Magdalen" MissHowardhas achievedthe greatestsuccess since her advent, therebeing elicitedinits representation powers of a superior order tothose exhibitedon former occasions. Perhaps the fact that shewas bettersupportedby the company than onpreviousoccasionsmayhavemuch todo with its success. Mr. Keogh enactedther6le of the eccentricbut noble-mindedJulian Grey, and althoughat times somewhatinclinedtobe stagy, we confess wehaveneverseenhim to such advantage. The intended husband of GraceEoseberrywasassumed by Mr.Clinton,and, considering thesigh-
inglover is somewhatout of his line, he deserves credit for hisrenderingof thecharacter. As Lady Janet Eoy, Mrs. Stoneham■wasmost successful, andinthe scene where she declares thatshepreferredbeing cheatedby the assumed Grace Eoseberry to pos-
sessing thehollow heartof the true one, she was deservedly ap-plauded. IntheverytriflingpartallottedtoMr.Musgrave, asthePrussian Surgeon, he was,ashealwaysis,effective, andthe minorcharacters weretaken withcare.*. -,,On,*£ onday
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and Tuesdayevenings the sensational playof "Lady|Audley s Secret' wasproduced,Miss Howard, of course,representingthe beautiful but ambitious Lady Audley. Notwithstanding thepopularity of Miss Braddon's novel, and the almost unparalleledsuccess which attended its publication, the dramatised versiou hasneverbeen a favoritewith the public, but it is only fair tosay thatit.was put on the stage,and the individual characters sustainedinamost creditable manner. On Wednesday Miss Howardappeared asCamille intheplay of thatname. Abthis was a character inwhichshe wasreportedto excel, a very large audience mustered upon theoccasion, and although the first act passed off withoutany sign ofapprobation,in the succeedingonesshe amply provedthatrumoufhadbuttold the truth. Inthe scene where she consents tosacrifice her

ownhappiness at the entreaty of the father of her lover, andresignhim for ever, the anguishwhich the struggle costher was portrayed
in a most effecting manner. Although a finished piece of actingthroughout, we scarcely consider the Camille of MissHowardequaltoherpersonation of GraceEoseberry, but perhapsthefaultshouldbe charged rather to the character than the actress. As ArmandDuval,Mr. Steeleisentitled to tlie highest praise,his impersonationof the devotedand high-minded admirer of the unfortunateCamillebeing one of the verybest characters in whichwehave seen him. Asthe Count, MrX)hntondeservesa wordof praise,in conjunctionwiththe restof the Company. As Gaston, Mr.Keoghhadbutlittleto do,buthe waseffective init, andmade as much of the characteras waspossible. The despicable part of Madame Prudence was allottedtoMrs. Stoneham, and the greatestpraisewhichcan be accordedher is
tosay that the character as represented by her was theveryquint-essenceorhollow-heartednees,selfishness,andgreed.

SIGNS OF ATHEISM AMONG THE EDUCATED
PROTESTANT YOUTH OF AUCKLAND.

The aboveheadingis rather startling, andIhesitateto writeifc,
as itmaypossibly convey a wrong and unjust impression. Butmy authority for doing so is as follows:

—
At the last meeting ofthe Diocesan Synod Mr. Boardnian remarked that"TheBishopsandclergy should turn their attention to the greatbenefit whichmightbe derivedfromaseriesof special sermons in thechurchesinand around Auckland. Atpresent the- young men weremostlyledby the literature,a great dealof which was of an ephemeralcharacter. They werenowtold that miracles were pure fictionsand myths, that there was no religion except that supplied<by-sun, moon,andstars, the rocks, andother physical agencies." TheBishop thought the suggestionof Mr. Boardmana very valuableone. The Bishop and Mr. Boardman have long taken greatinterest in tienow apparently dying Young Men's ChristianAssociation. InaformerletterIhintedthatpossibly thekindofliteraturefurnishedto the Auckland Protestantyoungmen by thisSociety's library was not to their mind, and thatthis mightac-count for their withdrawing their supportfrom it. The Society'sliteraturemightnotbe sufficiently "ephemeral," nor sufficientlyimbuedwiththat form of "modern thought" which encouragesthenotion thatmiracles arepure fictions, and that thereisnor©.ligionexceptmere"physical agencies/ that the idea of Godasour Creator,ourpresentwitness and future judge, therefore,isanantiquatedsuperstition—

fit only for old wives,Papists, and,thelike to takeup their heads with;but quite unworthy of being1

entertainedbyyoungProtestant philosophersof the period. Th.<jcodeof morals inourmodernnovels is the code invogue withourfastphilosophicyouth of"the party of progress." The moralityoftheNewTestamentis out of date,especially asregardsmotives.AmIjustified insaying, then, that the young ProtestantmenofAucklandarebecomingAtheists., or are at leastingreat danger ofbecoming so from the kind of literature they now like and juefurnishedwith? Perhapsafterall Mr.BoardmanandtheBishop
maybe exaggerating the evil. That the evil or danger exists,however,tosome extent can hardly bedoubtedbyany one. Thatthepopularor current literatureof theday is, to a large extent,unwholesome,andhas an irreligious or demoralizing tendency, isbut too apparent, inspiteof the many good and unobjectionable
works whichissue fromthePress. ThePress is an instrumentoftremendouspower for evilas wellas good, as weallknowandgee.
Itcanbe,and is nowbeing, prostitutedinamost shockingmanner*formoney-makingpurposes. Whateverit willpayto write,print,andpublish, willbe written, printed and publishedby some,lettheconsequences orfaithandmorals bewhattheymay. Weharerecentlyhadanableandlearned attack onChristianity,publishedby afirst-class London house, and supposed to be written by aclergyman. Protestants laugh and sneer at the ideaof anysuper-visionof the printingandpublishing of books by CatholicChurchauthority. With them the Index Expurgotorius, or list of pro-hibitedbootsin Some under the Papal Government, waslojfg- %standing joke. But thepresentlicentiousand irreligious stateoftheProtestantPress with thewide-spreadlamentableconsequencesto the faith and morals of the young may now induce themtomoderatetheirmirth, ortodoubt ifitbe well-timed at all. Theevilis butbeginning. Likemost destructive evils, it willintimecure itself, andbring men to see the false pernicious character ofProtestantprinciples. Happilyour Catholic youth have somepro.tection against improper books, in the authority of the Church.Catholic_schools,libraries,andpublishers' shops,areallunder denialsupervision. This protection,it is true, is under present tircum-staucesnot anythinglikebo perfect as could be wished. ProteatantiandCatholicsareso mixedinsociety thatitis wellnigh impossibletakeep objectionable books out of the hands of Catholic youth, letparents do what they will. Almost every Catholic youth of either|Bex cannow read. Booksof some kind they muat and will have

[Saturday, April10, 1875.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
Twenty-ninenew operas have been producedin Italy inthecourse oflastyear. Of theseonly five weresuccesses. The othersprovedsheerrubbish.
Notadropof rainhas fallenin the Crimea for four months;all the surface of the earth is a moveablemass of dust,andnowinter wheatis yetsown.
ThebrewersofMelbournehavebeen considerably"exercised"by somestrictures upon the colonialbeer of that city, and they

havememorialisedtheGovernmenttoappointacompetentpernia-ment inspector,pledging themselves topayhis salary.
�

PrivatelettersfromAmerica announce that theproprietorsofthe Great Eastern are engaged discussing a most extraordinary
proposal. The great ship, it is said,is to be anchored inPhila-
delphiaharbor during the CentennialExhibition, andtobe madea great floating hotel, where 5000 persons can be comfortablyaccommodated.

The Charleston 'Herald' complains of the withdrawal ofadvertisementsfrom that paper by publicans in the township,because themembersofthe'Herald's'staff are teetotallers.
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