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NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
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Twenty-nine new operas have been produced in Jtaly in the
course of last year, Of these only five wele successes. 'The othera
proved sheer rubbigh,

Not & drop of rain hag fallen in the Crimen for four months ;
all the surface of the earth is a moveable mass of dust, and no
winter wheat is yet sown.

The hrewers of Melbourne have been considerably * exercised **
by some strictures upon the colonial beer of that city, and they
have memorialised the Government to appoint & competent perma-
ment inspector, pledging themselves to pay hia salary.

Private letters from America announce that the proprietors of
the Great Bastern are engaged discussing a most extracrdinary

roposal, 'The great ship, it is said, is to be anchored in Phila-

elphia harbor during the Centennial Exhibition, and to be made
a great floating hotel, where 5000 persons can by comfortably
accommodated.

The Charleston ‘Herald’ complaing of the withdmawal of
advertisements from that paper by publicans in the township,
because the members of the  Herald’s® staff are teetotallers.

AMUSEMENTS.
[ Y

‘Wirn the close of Easter week came the departare of the caterers
for the recreation of the public, and the Princes Theatre was thus
left in undisputed possession. It is said that it isan Englishman’s
privilege to growl, and unless of that nationality and determined
to assert his right, we defy a patron of the theatre during the past
woek be otherwise than pleased.
that there ghould be a change of programme nightly, and it must
be admitted they have not broken faith, for in the space of six
nights four plays were presented. On Friday wesk Miss Howard
appeared as Mercy Merrick in the “New Magdalen.” As the
Piece hus been played in Dunedin before, and no doubt will be
familiar to most of our readers, it may not be necessary to explain
the plob. 'We are not aware by whom the story, originally written
by Willie Collins, has been dramatised, but the adapter has been
singularly fortunate in placing it hefore the public in such a form
agto awalken an interest which commences with the rising of the
cortain and never flags to the concluding scene. The heroine of
the plece was of course eustained by Miss Howard, and her repre-
sentation of the dusl characters of Mercy Merrick and Grace Rose-
berry was a most fivished piece of aoting, and stamps her as an
actress of the very highest cvder. Inthe scene between the true
Grace Roseberry and herself, when she acknowledges her guilt and
offers all the atonement in her power, the anguish from which she
suffers had a visible effect upon the andience; but when driven to
bay, and goaded to desperation by the sneers and taunts of her
torturer, she flings all her good resolutions to the winds, braves her
rival, and gives full vent to her outraged feelings, the effect was
such as sent a thrill through these present hy its slmost terribls
reality. Again, when she sees the woman whom she has wronged,
but who has driven her to desperation, about to be dragged to o
felon’s cell, the nobler and finer feelings of her nature burats the
bonds by which they have been fettered, and by the sacrifice of
hergelf she protects her enemy. In the * New Magdalen® Miss
Howard has achieved the greatest success since her advent, there
being elicited in its representation powers of a supérior order to
those exhibited on former occasions, Perhaps the fact that she
was better supported by the eompany than on previous occasions
mway have much to do with its success. Mr. Keogh enacted the
réle of the eccentric but noble-minded Julian Grey, and although
ot times somewhat inclined to he stagy, we confess we have nover
seen bim to such advantage. The mtended husband of Grage
Boseberry was assumed by Mr. Clinton, and, congidering the sigh-
ing lover is somewhat out of his line, he deserves oredit for his
rendering of the charactor. As Lady Janet Roy, Mrs. Stoneham
was most successful, and in the scene where she declares that she
preferved being cheated by the assumed Grace Boseberry to pos-
saasing the hollow heart of the tme one, she was deservedly ap-
planded. In the very trifing pars allotted to Mr. Murgrave, as the
Prussian SBurgeon, he was, as he always iy, effective, and the minor
characters were taken with care,

On Monday and Tueeday evenings the sonsational play of “Lady
Audley’s Becret” was produced, Miss Howard, of COUTSe, representing
the beautiful but ambitious Lady Audiey. Notwithstanding the
populurity of Miss Braddon’s novel, and the almost unparalleled
sueccess which attended its publication, the dromatised version has
vever been o favorite with the public, but it is only fair to say that
itgwns put on the stage, and the individual charncters sustnined in o
monb creditable manner. On ‘Wednesday Miss Howard appeared, as
Camille in the play of that name. As this was & character in which
she waa reported to excel, & very large audience vmustered upon the
occesion, and although the first act pnssed off without any sign of
approbation, in the succeeding ones she amply proved that rumour had
but told the truth. In the scene where she consents to sacrifice hay
own happiness, at the entresty of the father of her lover, and resign
him for ever, the anguish which the strupgle cost her was portrayed
in & most effecting manner. Althouph u finished piece of actin,
throughout, we scarcely consider the Camille of Miss Howard equs
to her personation of Grace Roseberry, bug perhaps the fault should
be oharged rather to the charncter than the nctress. As Armand
Duval, Mr. Steele is entitled to the highest praise, his impersonation
of the devoted and high-minded admirer of the unfortunate Camille
being one of the very best charecbers in which we have soon him. As
the Count, Mr Olinton deserves a word of praise, in conjunction with
the rest of tho Compuny. As Gusion, Mr. Keogh had but little to do,
but he was effective in it, and made as much of the character as was

ossible. The despicable part of Madame Prudence was allotted to

e, Btoneham, and the greatest praise which can be accorded her is
to eay that the charneter as represented by her waa the very quint-
essence of hollow-heartednoss, sclfishuess, and greed,
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The management had promised |

SIR GEORGE GREY.
e e m—

Sz Grorer Grey is all the rage in Auckland for the present.
The press is offering him the flattering incense of praise, or rather
of adulation to satiety. Yet it is difficult to see how he is to do us
much good. When he waz Governor he was mot, latterly ab all
events, in very good favor with the people, and some portion of the
Prees, if my memory serve me right, went so far as to hint that he
was g little gone in the hend. Such was his obstinacy and self.
will. The part he played at the commencement and during the
progress of that fatal and unnecessary war with the natives, which
cost ug so much blood and treasure, i8 it not written in the history
of this province and colony. Does it say much for his sagacity as
& politician P It would perhaps have been better for the province
or the Maori had Sir George Grey never ruled the colony. He has
published an address to the people, the burden of whick seems to
be that he will follow the multitude whithersoever they may lead,
He will bow toa majority. No great meritin that. In accordance
with this principle accordingly he will set the seal of bis approba-'
tion to what is usually called the secular system of Government
education. TUnder a Government like curs the will of the majority
must prevail, be their decision just and reasonable or unjust dnd
arbitrary. But there are public men of high principle, Kke Mr,
O’'Rorke, who will secrn to sanction an unjust; principle or meagure
merely becanse it pleases o majority. If Ijudge Sir George Grey's
addrees aright, he is not a_man of that stamp. Our present form
of Government seems good emough if if were ouly wisely and
honestly administerad, Far be it from me to spy ourpresent rulera
are wanting in wisdom or honesty. But no form of Government
will benefit the people if their rulers ave destitute of thewe quali.
fications. Can Bir George secure us the right men P o
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SIGNS OF ATHEISM AMONG THE EDUCATED
PROTESTANT YOUTH OF AUCKLAND,
e .
Trrahove heading is rather startling, and I hesitate to write i,
a8 it may poseibly convey a wrong and unjust impression. But
my authority for doing 8o jr as follows :-—~At the last meeting of
the Diocesan Synod Mr, Boardman remarked that “The Bishops
and clergy should turn their attention to the great benefit which
might be derived from a series of special sermons in the churches
in and around Auckland. At present the young men were mostly
led by the literature, a great deal of which was of an ephemera]
character. They were now told that miracles were pure fictiong
and myths, that there was no religion except that supplied by
sun, moon, and stars, the rocks, and other physical agencies.” The
Bishop thought the suggestion of Mr. Boardman a very valuabls
one. The Bishop and Mr, Boardman have long taken great
interest in the now apparently dying Young Men’s Chrigtian
Apsociation. In a former letter I hinted that poseibly the kind of
literature furnished to the Anckland Protestant young men by this
Soclety’s library was not to their mind, and that this might ac.
count for their withdrawing their support from it. The Socisty’s
literature might not be suiliciently ¢ ephemeral,” nor sufficient]y
imbued with that form of “modern thought® which epcouriges
the notion that miracles are pure fictions, and that there is no re.
ligion except mere “ physical agencies;”” that the iden of God ay
our Creator, our present witness and future judge, therefore, id an
antiquated superstition—fit only for old wives, Papists, and  the
like to take up their heads with; but quite unworthy of bolig
entertained by young Protestant philosophers of the period. Ths
code of morals in our modern novels ig the code in vogue with ouy
fast philosophic youth of “the party of progress”” The morality
of the New Testament iz out of date, especially as regards motives,
Am I juetified in saying, then, that the young Protestant men of
Anckland are becoming Atheists, or are at least in great dn.n%‘ar of
becoming so from the kind of litérature they now like and gre
furnigshed with? Perhape after a1l Mr. Boardman and the Bishop
may be exaggerating the evil. That the evil or danger exists,
however, to some extent can hardly be doubted by any one, That,
the popular or current literature of the day is, to a large extent,
unwholesorme, and has an irreligions or demoralizing tendency, ig
but too apparent, in spite of the many good and unobjectionable
works which issue from the Press. The Press in an instrument; of
tremendous power for evil as well as good, as we all Xnow and gyee,
It can be, and is now being, prostituted in o most ghocking manper
for money-making purposes. Whatever it will pay to write, print,
and publish, will be written, printed and published by some, lot
the consequences or faith and merals be what they may. We haye
recently had an able and lemrned attack on Christianity, published
by a first-class London house, and supposed to be written_by s
clergyman. Protestants langh and sneer at the idea of any Saper-
vigion of the printing and publiching of books by Catholic Chyroh
authority, 'With them the Inder Expurgoforius, or list of pros
hibited books in Rome under the Papal Government, was long &
standing joke. Bub the present licentious and irreligions state of
the Proteatant Press with the wide-spread lamentable consequences
to the faith and morals of the young may now induce them to
moderate their mirth, or to doubt if it be well-timed at all. The
evil is but beginning, Like most destructive evils, it will in time
cure itseif, and bring men to sce the false pernicious character of
Protestant principles. anpil{ our Catholio youth have some pro-
tection agaunst improper books, in the authority of the Chyrch,
Catholic schools, libraries, and publishers’ shops, are all under clarieal
supervision. This protoction, it is true, in under present cireym.
stances not anything like so perfect ae could be wished. Proteatsnts
and Catholics are so mixed in society that it is well ni)glh impossible to
keap objectionable books out of the hands of Catholic Fyouth, let
parents do what they will. Almost every Catholic youth of either
sex can now read, Books of some kind they must and will have,



