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good bad or indifferent. Protestant books come easier to hand, par.
ticularly light reading sensation tales. Some of these are improving,
aome innocont, but & great many mors, and these the moss attractive
portion, are dangerous or positively hurtful. Heppily it is very hard
to make a Oatholic an infidel oran Atheist. Defective as his * school.
ing" and moral character hemay often be, but ha clings to his faith with
a tenacity nothing can destroy. He kmows he has s definite religion.
He knows in whom he believes. If his faith is to be shaken or dea-
troyed at all, it can only be done in early youth under irreligious or
heretical teaching and exsmplo. Hence the necessity of all Catholic
nte now making some strennous joint effort with their clergy to
eap objectionable books out of their children's hands, and supply
them with suitable reading, by establishing reading yooms and
libraries for them. Let  the Hibernians * logk to this. They have
numbers with them, and therefore they have power to do the thing
thoroughly, Itmay be s bold thing fo say, but I believe there Bro
thousands on thousands now, in the humbler ranks of life especially,
to whom it would have been better had they never learnt to read at
sll, but had received instruction in their duty to God and man by
word of mouth from their parents, or priest, or others. Their power
to read, from the kind of literature thrown in their way, has been in
moral and veligious sense their ruin. Bishop Cowie and his clergy
may try as they please to put down Atheism among the Protastant
outh of Auckland ; they will never succeed. That can only be done
the power and authority of the Catholic Church, which the Pro.
tostant youth of Auckland do not recognise, Till they do recognise it
they will go on in their errors, trusting to their own wisdom and “the
right of private judgment,” & right which the Protestant Church
teaches them to cluim and exercise. The Protestant bedy is visibly
breaking up into three grand sections—one becoming Catholie, ane-
thor indifferents, and o third Atheists. Unless Mr. Bosrdmon and
Bishop Cowie's fenrs be vain, the Atheistical party may ook to he
largely recruited from the Protestant youth of Auckland, Their
desertion of the Young Mon’s Christian Associstion moy be their
firet stop on the road to Atheism. Since writing this I see the
Young Men's Christian Association is very fairly supported, and it is
“not likely any improper books will be admitted, But something is
wrong plainly. Laie.

DEATH OF A ’98 VETERAN,
[ I .

A corrzsrornENT of the ‘Nation’ writes:—Mr. Andrew Byrne,
born and reared at Wicklow Gap, in the county Wexford, died
on the 22nd ult, at the fine old age of 95, Being truly Irish, he
was one of the first “up” in ’98, and shared in the fatigues and
dangers of almost every battle and skirmish that took place in that
eventful year. One or two of his acts may suffice at present. On
one occasion, where the “ Boys ” fought while they had a shot to fire
{as they usually did), he was observed in a most exposed position
coolly loading and firing on the enemy after all had fled the field,
and ag his laat shot was fired lifted his gun, shook it defiantly st
the foe, and then walked away as quietly as If it was a fair green,
and without a scrateh, although whole volleys had been fired on him.
Being aeked why he remained so long exposed to such dunger, he ro-
plied, < Would you have me retrest in the face of the foe while T had
ashot to fire? At the close of that fearful struggle he came home
to seek n little vest. e had ecarcely been asleep when le was
wakened by the cry of “The Coolakennies are coming.”” No time to
be lost. He arose half dressed, bounded away like a deer downa
slope about o quarter c¢f a mile to the Baw river, pursued by the
cavalry at half that distence. They fired five volleys on him ere he
reached the river, and three more while crossing the opposite brow of
Pallas, putting seven bulls through his™ clothes. They pursued him
three miles further, but he finally evaded them in the woods of Bally.
fad and Sheirsheen, three miles from Arklow, Nor was it in his

outh alone that gallant and daring outlaw cared for his country.
%‘inding his lest hour come, be called for his son and son’s children,
and sald—* James, I have loved and fought for my country—be your
father’s son nod do the same, if need be ; ‘and you, my dear children,
do as your father and grandfather. God bless you all.” There wag
not a dry eye present eave his own, and !;hey seemed to burn with
peculiar lustre as he spoke. The rest of his time was spent in mental
prayer. He had all his senses perfect to the lask, and died,

As calm as the summer sea’s wave,

the last of the men of ‘98 (thut I know of). Reguicscat in pace,

A mmor was recently current fo the effect that the numerous
donations of £1000 each to various London charities had been
traced to Queen Victoria. From n statement now made, however,
by the Church paper  John Bull, it would appear that the ramour
wag incorrect. The paper in guestion states that the actual donor
of the large sums veferred to was a Mr. Attwood, a bachelor
gentleman, who died lately near Cheshunt, ahout eighty years of
age. Upon an examination of Mr. Attwood’s books after his
decease, it was found that he had given away no less than £375,000
jn this manner, £45,000 being disposed of during the last yenr alone.
Notwithstanding his liberality, Mr. Attwood's personal estate
amounts to upwards of a million sterling. He appears to have
been » man of somewhat lax business 'ha.b1ts', a8 a bank note for
£1000 was found lying about his room like a piece of waste paper;
and he has, moreover, died intestate. He is said to have amassed
his large fortune principally by the manufacture of g:la.ss_, and to
have been connected with the well-lmown Attwoods of Birmingham,

Reasoxive or 4 Doe—The Momis ‘Jersyman’ says:—“A
friend of ours in town has a valuable dog who objected to wearing &
muzzle, and after much effort he succeeded in reloasing himself from
the instrmumnent of torbure ; but evidently reasoning that it might be
replaced to his :m:n;\a:\yzmr:e,]-l h? dug a hole in the garden and buried

e muzzle eafely out of sight.’
o The Holy %"ather lm.g areated the Marquis Donati di Presavo,
a Enight of the order of St. Gregory, in recompense for his serviees
in the cauge of chaxity and religion,

ProrEsrans Nurs.—Some sensation was cansed in Rome Iately
by the appesrance of o strange phenomenon for Romans, namely, &
lady, apperently a uun, dressed in groy cassock, with o large cross on
her breast, like that of the Knights of Malts, who drove about pub-
licly in an open carriage through the Corso, and was seen in one of
the boxes in the Parliament, This spectacle of a nun disporting
herself_m this fachion gave amusement, and no small scandal to the
Cntholics, whe could not imagine to what Religious Order she be-

longed. The Iady turned out to be a Protestant nun—an enomly in
Catholic countries.

COLONIAL BUILDING AND INVESTMENE
COMPANY (LIMITED).

NOTICE.

FOR the convenience of applicants for shares in the sbove Come-
pany, the issue of forms of applications and ull information
required, the undersigned will attend in the Temporary Qffices of
the Company, Temple Chambers, Princes street, besides the nsual

hours, daily from 6.30—8 p.n; and Saturday’s from 5—7 poa.

LOUIS BASCH,
Interim Secretary.

PROSPECTUS
OF THR
COLONIA.L B'UILD]:NGL AND ]:)E)NVESTMENT COMPANY

(LIMITE ) o
To he Registerad under the Joint Stock Companies Act.
Carrran

£100,000.

Firgt Insue, §,000 Shares of £10 each.
One chilling to be paid on application, and five shillings per
share per month, until £5 per share is paid up; afterwards, the
Directors to have power to call a further sum if required, but such
further sum not to be called up without giving at lesst three
months’ notice, and to be payable in amounts of five shillings per
share per month ; shareholders to have the right to make pre-pay-
ments, and to receive interest at the rate of 6 per cent. for suc
sums ag may be paid in advance.

Provisional Directors :
W. J. M., Larnach, Hsq. T. Niven, Esq.

D. Proudfoot, Esq. D. Ross, Esq.
J. M. Ritchie, Egg. T. 8. Sibbald, Esq.
T, Birch, Esqg., J.P. T. Carroll, Esg.

W. Conyers, Esq.
C, Ziele, Esq.

C. C. Kettle, Esq.
Dr. George W. Cole
J. Lambert, Esq.

W. W. Woodland, Esq.
C. B. 8hanks, Esq.

G. Fenwick, Eaq.
Alexander Gunn, Esg.

J. Lambert, Esq., N.E.V.
C. Flexman, Esq., J.P, W, Farley, Esq.

A Beck, Beq.

With power to add to their number.

Bankers :
Tar CoroNisL Bing or Nrzw ZEALAND,

Solicitors :
Messrs. BATHGATE AND BucmawAw, Temple Chambers,

The advantages of Building Societies are s0 well known that
any comment upon them is unnecessary ; but many borrowers from
these Societies have found to their cost that these advantages are
attended with some objectionable features,

Among these may be noticed— .

1. The almost total ixflexibility of the rules of a society
when once established, and the consequent inability to
make alterations that may be required by variations in
the rates of int?;resjtl.l i . . b N

. The ense atten e pa; off a sum borrowe

g Tbef;?fap the term forgwhichpiﬂgs been horrowed has

expired. . .

It frequently happens that a borrower from a Building Soc.ty
finds («ither from selling his property or from other cavses) that it
is dlesirable to pay off the sum he has borrowed, when perhaps only
one third of the term for which he has borrowed the money has
expired. In such circumstances the nnfortunate borrower is dis.
appointed to find that he has to pay interest to the end of the
term, and that he is allowed only a comparatively small rebate.

It is therefore proposed to form a_company which shall com-
bine all the advantages of a Building Society, without their draw-
back%ut, hesides the mere lending of money, j:he promoters be]igve
that a benefit may he conferred on a large section of the community,
and at the same time n fair profit may be obtained for the share-
holders by the purchase of sections in suitable localities, and the
erection thereon of houses and cottages. . . )

Land in Dunedin and the neighborhood invariably brings very
much higher prices when cut into small alloments, and where a
number of uniform cottages ave built they can be erected at a
cheaper rate than an individual house on the same plan.

By adopting this course a highly remunerative business may
be done by the company. For example, suppose a piece of ground
was aequired, and several houses erceted theveen. The ground
being subdivided would not fail to command & highor relative price,
and there would undoubtedly be a saving in the costiof the erection
of the houses. Each house, with its separate plot of ground, might

be sold, at a low estimate, ab an advance of £25 per cent. on the



