
NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday, April iO,1875.
PeotbstantNtos.— Somesensation was causedinRome latelyby the appearance of a strange phenomenon forRomans,namely, alady, apparently anun,dressedin grey cassock, witha large cross onlier breast, like that of theKnights of Malta, who drove about pub-licly inanopen carriage through the Corso, andwas seen inoneofthe boxes in theParliament. This spectacle of a nun disportingnerself in this fashiongave amusement,andnoBmall scandal totheCatholics, who could not imagine to whatReligious Order she be-

C"tf? li
dy tUrn6d °Ut tobeaProtostantnun— an anomalyin

goodbador indifferent. Protestantbooks comeeasier to hand, par-ticularlylight reading sensation tales. Someof these areimprovingcomeinnocent,but a greatmany more, and these the most attractiveportion,aredangerous orpositively hurtful. Happilyit is veryhardtomake a CatholicaninfideloranAtheist. Defectiveashis « school-ing andmoral characterhemayoftenbe,butheclings tohisfaithwith" tenacitynothing candestroy. Heknowshehas a definite religionHe knows in whomhebelieves. Ifhis faithis to be shaken or des-'troyed at all, itcanonly be donein early youth under irreligious orheretical teaching andexample. Hence the necessity of aU Catholicparents nowmaking some strenuous joint effort with theirclergy tokeep objectionable books out of their children's hands, and supplythem with euitable reading, by establishing reading rooms an£librariesfor them. Let"the Hibernians" look to this? They havenumbers with them,and thereforethey have power to do the thinethoroughly. Itmaybe abold thing to say, butIbelieve therearethousands on thousandsnow, in thehumblerranks oflifeespeciallyto whomit wouldhave been better had they never learnt toreadatall, buthad received instruction in their duty to God andmanbywordof mouth fromtheirparents, orpriest,or others. Theirpowertoread, from thekindofliteraturethrown in their way,has beeninmoral andreligious sense their ruin. Bishop Cowie and his clergymaytry asthey please to put down Atheism among the Protestantyouth of Auckland;they willneversucceed. Thatcan onlybe doneby thepowerandauthority of the Catholic Church,which the Pro-testant youthof Aucklanddo notrecognise. Till they do recogniseitthey will go onin their errors,trusting to theirownvrisdomand"theright of private judgment," a right which the Protestant Churchteaches them to claim and exercise. The Protestant body is visiblybreakingup into threegrand sections— one becoming Catholic, ano-ther indifferents, and a third Atheists. Unless Mr. Boardman andBishop Cowie'sfears be vain, the Atheistical party may look tobelargely recruited from the Protestant youth of Auckland. Theirdesertionof the Young Men's Christian Association may be theirfirst step on the road to Atheism. Since writing this Isee theYoungMen'sChristianAssociationis very fairly supported,andit isnot likely any improperbooks will be admitted. But something iswrongplainly. Lajo#
b

DEATH OF A '98 VETERAN.
ii ... .

A. coEBBSroNDENT of the 'Nation' writes:— Mr. Andrew Byrne,
bom and reared at Wicklow Gap, in the county Wexford, diedonthe 22nd nit.,at the fine old age of95. Being truly Irish,he■wasone of the first "up

"
in '98,andshared inthe fatiguesand

dangers of almosteverybattleandskirmishthattook place inthateventfulyear. One or two of his acts may sufficeatpresent. Onone occasion, where the
"

Boys
"

foughtwhiletheyhada shottofire
(aB theyusually did), hewas observed ina most exposedposition
coolly loadingand firing on the enemy after allhadfledthe field,
andasbis last shot was fired liftedhis gun,shook it defiantlyat
the foe, andthen walkedawayas quietly asif it wasa fair green,
and withouta scratch,althoughwhole volleyshadbeenfiredonhim.
Being aekedwhy he remainedso long exposed to such danger, he re-
plied,"Wouldyouhaveme retreat in theface of thefoe whileIhad
ashot to fire?" At the close of that fearful struggle he camehome
to seek a little rest. He had scarcely been asleep when he waswakenedby the cry of"The Ooolakenniesarecoming." No time to
belost. He arose half dressed, bounded away like a deer down a
elopeabouta quarter cf a mile to the Bau river, pursuedby the
cavalry athalf thatdistance. They fired five volleys on him erehe
reachedtheriver, andthreemorewhile crossing the oppositebrow of
Pallas,puttingsevenballs through his~ clothes. They pursuedhim
three jnlles further, but he finally evadedtheminthe woodsofBally-
fadand Sheirsheen, three miles from Arklow. Nor was it in his
youth alone that gallant and daring outlaw cared for his country.Finding hislast hour come,he called for his sonandson's children,"
andsaid

— " James, Ihave loved and fought for my country beyour
father'ssonanddo the same, if needbe;andyou, mydear children
doas your father and grandfather. Godbless you all." There was
not a dry eyepresent save his own, and they seemed to burn with
peculiarlustre ashe spoke. The restof his time wasspent inmental
prayer. Hehadallhis sensesperfect to the last,anddied.Ascalm as the summer sea's wave,
thelastof themen of '98 (thatIknow of). Mequiescat inpace.

A rumor wasrecently current to the effect that thenumerousdonations of .£IOOO each to various London charitieshad been
traced toQueen Victoria. Fromastatementnowmade, however,
T>y the Churchpaper" JohnBull/ it wouldappear thatthe rumour
"wasincorrect. Thepaperinquestionstates that theactual donor
of the large sums referred to was a Mr. Attwood, a bachelor
gentleman, who died latelynear Cheshunt, about eighty years of
age. Upon an examination of Mr. Attwood's books after hisdecease, it was foundthathehad givenaway noless than .£375,000
inthismanner,.£45,000 beingdisposedofduring thelastyear alone.
Notwithstanding his liberality, Mr. Attwood's personal estate
amounts to upwards of a million sterling. He appears tohave
beenaman of somewhat lax business habits,as a bank note for
jBIOOO was found lying abouthis roomlikeapieceof wastepaper;
andhe has,moreover,died intestate. Heis saidtohaveamassed
his large fortuneprincipally by the manufacture of glass,and to
havebeenconnectedwiththewell-knownAttwoodsof Birmingham.

Reasoning- ov a Dog.
—

The Morris 'Jersyman' says:
—

"A
friendof ours in townhas a valuabledog whoobjected to wearing a
muzzle,andaftermuchefforthe succeededinreleasing himself from
the instrument of torture;but evidently reasoning that it might be
replaced to his annoyance, he dug ahole in the gardenand buried
themuzzle safely out of sight."

TheHoly Father has createdthe Marquis DonatidiPresaro,
aKnight of the order of St.Gregory, inrecompenseforhis services
in, the cause of charity aud.religion,

14

COLONIAL BUILDING AND INVESTMENTCOMPANY (LIMITED).

F NOTICE.OR the convenienceof applicants for sharesinthe aboveCom-.pany,the issue of forms of applications andall informationrequired, the undersigned will attend in the TemporaryOffices ofthe Company, TempleChambers, Princes street,besidesthe usualHours, daily from6.30—8 p.m;andSaturday's from5—7 p.m.
LOUIS BASCH,

InterimSecretary.

PROSPECTUS
OX* THE/COLONIAL BUILDING AND INVESTMENT COMPANYV^ (LIMITED).

TobeRegisteredunder theJoint StockCompaniesAct.
Capital ... ... ... ,„ £100,000.

FirstIssue, 5,000 Sharesof £10 each.
Oneshilling tohe paidon application,and five shillings per

shareper month, until £5 per share is paid upj afterwards, theDirectors tohavepowertocall a further sumif required,butsuchfurther sum not to be called up without giving at least threemonths' notice,andto bepayable in amounts of five shillingspersharepermonthj shareholders tohave the right tomakepre-pay-ments,aadto receive interest attherate of 6per cent,for suchsums asmaybepaidin advance.

ProvisionalDirectors:
W. J.M.Larnach, Esq. T.Niven,Esq.
D. Proudfoot,Esq. D.Ross,Esq.
J. M.Ritchie,Esq. T. S.Sibbald,Esq.
T.Birch,Esq.,J.P. T. Carroll,Esq.
W. Conyers, Esq. W. W. Woodland,Esq.
C. Ziele,Esq. C.B. Shanks,Esq.
C. C.Kettle,Esq. G.Penwick,Esq.
Dr. George W. Cole Alexander Gunn, Esq.
J.Lambert,Esq. J.Lambert,Esq.,N.E.V.
C.Flexman,Esq., J.P, W. Farley,Esq.
A Beck,Esq.

Withpowertoaddto theirnumber.
Bankers:

The ColonialBank op New Zealand.
Solicitors:

Messrs. Bathgate and Buchanan, TempleChambers.
The advantagesof Building Societiesare sowellknownthat

any commentupon themis unnecessary;butmanyborrowers from
theseSocietieshave foundto their cost that these advantagesare
attendedwithsomeobjectionable features.

Among thesemaybenoticed
—

1. The almost total inflexibility of the rules of a society
when once established,and the consequentinability to
make alterations thatmay be requiredbyvariationsin
theratesofinterest.

2. The expense attending the paying off a sum borrowed
before the term for which it has been borrowedhas
expired. m

It frequentlyhappensthataborrower fromaBuildingSociety
finds (either fromsellinghispropertyor fromother causes) thatit
is desirabletopay off the sum hehasborrowed,whenperhapsonly
onethird of the term for which hehas borrowed the jnoneyhas
expired. Insuch circumstances the unfortunate borrower is dis-
appointedto find that he has to pay interest to the endofthe
term,and thatheis allowedonly acomparatively smallrebate.

Itis therefore proposed to forma company whichshall com-
bine alltheadvantagesof aBuilding Society, without their draw-
backs.

But,besidesthe merelending of money,the promotersbelieve
that a,benefitmaybeconferredona large section of the community,
andat the same time a fail1profitmaybeobtained for the share-
holdersby the purchaseof sectionsin suitable localities, and the
erection thereonof houses andcottages.

LandinDunedinand theneighborhoodinvariably brings very
muchhigher prices when cut into smallalloments,and wherea
number of uniform cottages are built they can be erectedat a
cheaperrate thananindividualhouse on the sameplan.

By adopting this coursea highly remunerativebusinessmay
bedoneby thecompany. Forexample,suppose apiece of ground
was acquired,and several houses erected thereon. The ground
being subdividedwouldnotfailtocommanda higher relativeprice,
and therewouldundoubtedly beasaving inthe costof the erection
of thehouses. Eachhouse, withits separateplotofground, might
be sold,atalow estimate, aban advance of 3j25 per cent,on the


