
"Day after day," saysthe'San Francisco Chronicle
'

ofDec. 20," the advices fromtheBigBonanzamine show increased valuesby
more extensivedevelopment,proving riches before which the trea-
sures of Alladin's palaceandMonte Christo's fabalousislandpale.
The operatorswhoall alonghavehadfaith inthe developments ot
theComstock are inapositionto-day to reap richrewards,while
those who sold theirstock securities curse notloudbut verydeep.
The discoveryof this immensebody of ore has already spreadfar
and wide,and beforemanydays rollaroundthere will be represen-
tativesof thewhole world's wealth knocking at.thedoorof Con-
solidated Virginia, exporting the bonanza for the benefit of
science."

OnDec. 19 Consolidated Virginia stocks soldat the enormous
priceof 400dol.per share, andCaliforniaat 360d01. The fortunate
owners of thesestocks have become wealthy at a stroke. Some
men who held large quantitieshave clearedmillions of dollars.
The Irishfirm of Flood&O'Brien, of San Francisco, owns 60,000
shares of each kind of stock in these mines, which is worth
45,600,000d01.anda trifleover. As thereare fourmembers ofthefirm, this gives themoverelevenmillion dollarsapiece!

Inthe midst oftheir vast increase of wealth, these men.have
not forgottentheir poor friends,and the

" SanFrancisco Chronicle'
says:

— "Therearescores ofmen, and womentoo,in SanFrancisco
who_have been suddenly lifted out of poverty's iron grip -by a
timelyhint fromFlood andO'Brien."

May theylive toenjoy their wealth, willbe the wishof every
poormanwhohears it.

We areable togive the names of a few of those whohave
profitedby this showerof gold. From a general list of about60
names,we select those of fortunateIrishmen:

—
Flood andO'Brien ... ... ... §45,000,000
P.A. Finnigan ... ... ... 750,000
J.R. Keene ... ... ... 500,000
J.C. Morrison, junr. ... ... ... 500,000
P. J.Hickey ... ... ... 350,000
C.D.O'Sullivan ... ... ... 350,000
Mark L.McDonald 150,000
P. Crowley 100,000
Con. O'Connor ...' ,... ... 100,000
W. T.Higgins 100,000
T.B. Shannon ... ... ... 100,000
JamesGannon ... .«" ... 80,000
EdwardCahill 50,000
LewisCohen ... ... ... 45,000
P.McGovern ... ... ... 40,000
G.P.Buckley ... ... ... 30,000
T. Brennan ... .., ... 25,000
J. Martin ... ... ... 16,000
N.Reynolds ... ... ... 10,000
Pat. Connor ... ... ... 10,000
P. Finnegan ... ... ... 10,000

These arelarge figures, and we are glad to find themtackedto
Irishnames. May the fortunate owners of "Big Bonanza"make
a gooduse of their money. For our own part, weonly wishtobe
moderatelyrich,but we should like to be intimatelyacquainted
withFlood&O'Brien, incase of another windfall.

THE SEVEN SACRED METALS.
Inthe discoveryof the metalsmen first assertedtheirmasteryover
Naturej yet the discovery isstillprogressing. Beforethefifteenth
centuryonly seven werepositively known. They wereeachheld
sacred,among the ancients, to some ruling deity. Gold— inde-
structable,malleable, the richest in coloring, the mostpreciousof
decorations

—
was consecrated to Jupiter, or the sun, and had

already assumedthe supremacy which it has never lost. Itwas
coinedinto the heavy darics ofPersia and the aureusof Imperial
Rome. Itwasused togild templesand statues, was wrought into
rich jewellery, and woveninto delicate threads .that enlivenedthe
floweredstuffs of Babylon.

Goldmines and gold-bearing streams were found inArabia,
Syria, Greece, Italy and Spain, and the pursuit of the precious
metal wascarried onwithvarious success by countless throngs of
miners. The richest mines, at least in later ages, werethosein
Spain;andthe enormousproductiveness of the Spanish soil was
slowlyexhaustedby the successive labors oftheCarthaginians and
theRomans. So successfulwas their industry, thatbutlittle gold
or silver cannowbe foundina territory wherethe preciousmetal
oncelay scattered in 'boundless profusion on the surface of the
earth.

Silverrankednext togold, and wasnamed fromthe soft light
of the moon. The richestsilver mines were those of Spain. It
was wrought into cups, vases, lamps; adorned the helmets and
shields of warriors;and formed the costly mirrors with which tho
Romanladies shocked the austerity of Lactantius or Jerome. The
beautifulsilver coins of the Greek and Roman cities fillmodern
collections. Five other metals— iron, copper, mercury,lead, and
tin—

wereemployed by the ancients for various purposes; they
made steelby arudeprocess, and brass without discovering zinc_

For many ages no addition was made to the sacred seven"
Three thousandyears passedaway before itwas suspectedthat the
number couldbe"increased

—
amemorable exampleof the slowness

ofhumanapprehension. Atlength, in 1490, antimony was added
to themetallic family ;andnot far off from theperiodof the dis-
coveryof a new world, the chemists were about to enterupon
fresh fields of science, scarcely less boundless or inviting.

A second metal, bismuth, came in almost with the Reforma-
tion. Zinc, perhapsthemost important of the new family,may
haveprecededthe others!it was certainly described long before.
Itis, indeed, quitecurious tonoticehow the bright metalhas been
constantly forcingitself upon the attention of careful observers,
and hadyet beenwhollyoverlooked,had beenusedby theancients,
in the formof anearth, to color copper into brass, and give ita
shining surface like gold, wasseendropping from the furnaces of
theMiddleAges,or melted inrich flakes from their walls.

TwoMagicians,or philosophers,at last detected theerrorof
ages!and Albertus Magnus and Paracelsus probably both dis-
coveredthat zinc was as indestructible and as free from foreign
substances as gold. It seemed a pure element. Paracelsus,who
was fondofpenetrating to the source of things, admits thathe
couldnot tellhow thebrightmetal grew;nor intheheightoftheir
magic renown was it ever foreseen that the rare substance the
sorcerershaddiscoveredwouldonedayshedknowledge,in tongues
of fire,from. London to Japan.

Two centuries followed, during which no metallicsubstance
was discovered. Paracelsus found no successor;Alberfcus, almost
the firstman of science in Europe, was remembered only as a
sorcerer. Itwasnot until1733 that the vast field of metallic dis-
coverybegan toopen upon man. Two valuable and well-known
metals— platinumandnickel

—
among severalothers, firstappeared

about the middleof the18th century. The number ofthe metals
now rapidly enlarged; galvanism lent its aid to dissolve the
hardestearths j andat length, in theopening ofthe 19thcentury,
aclusterofbrilliantdiscoveries aroused the curiosity of science.

Each eminent philosopher seemed to produce new metals.
Berzelsius discovered three;Davy, the Paracelsus of his age,is
thescientificparentof five

—
potassium, sodium,barium,strontium,

calcium. The numbers advanced, until already more than 50
metals, ofvarious importance, have been given to the arts. The
new experimentsinlight have added caesium and rubidium;and
no limitcannow be fixed for the metallic family, which for so
many ages embrace only sevenmembers, the emblems of therul-
inggods.

— '
Once aWeek.'

WAIFS AND STRAYS.
AHairRepairer.

—
Anestablishmentfor the "repair"ofthe

humanhairhas latelybeen startedby ahair-dresserinRampart-
street,NewLouisiana. The proprietordoes not boast thathecan
restorehair which has gone,buthe simply offers toplantanew
crop. Hair, hesays,being st vegetable,can beplanted anywhere,
andif the soil be fruitful, will grow luxuriantly. The operation,
however,of graftinghairis ratherpainful. Itis necessary tosew
the newhair into the head with needles. The mostastonishing
results are,it is stated, producedby this systemof hair-planting.
Any colouredhairmaybegrafted on anybody'shead. Brunettes
may have red,blondes, black hair;oldpersonsblack, andyoung,
greyhair,orapersonmay,if he likes, have his head"terraced,"
that is,laidout in patches of various coloured hair

—
red,white,

black,orbrown, andinalmost any sort ofpatternor design. This
stylehasbeenadopted rather largelyinNew Orleans, andseldom
fails toproduce aprofoundsensation. To those whocannot afford
humanhair, the professor supplies,at a reduced rate,horsehair,
whichis foiuid quite as useful asacovering,andable tostandan
immense amount of wearand tear,with the additional advantage
thatit neverrequirescombing orbrushing. Many ofthe coloured
citizens of New Orleans will, it is confidently anticipated, take
advantage of the hair-grafting art into that city togetridof the
wool that disfigures their heads andreplace itby morebecoming
locks, thus fitting themselvesfor thedutiesof Americancitizens.—'PallMallGazette.'

Fair Plat.
—

AnIrishman, who was verynear sighted,about
to fightaduel,insisted thatheshould stand six paces nearerhis
antagonist thanthe latter did to him, andthat theywerebothto
fire at the sametime.

Thh Sea MotrsE.
—

The sea mouse is one of the prettiest
creatures thatliveunder the water. Itsparkles like a diamond,and
is raidiantwithall the colors of the rainbow, althoughitlives in the
bottom of the ocean. It should not have been called a mouse,for
itin larger thana bigTat. Itis coveredwith scales thatmoveupand
downas itbreathes, and glitters like gold shining through a floeky
down,from which fine silkybristles wavethat constantly change from
onebrillianttint to another, bo that, as Cuvier, the greatnaturalist,
Bays, theplumageof thehumming -bird is not morebeautiful.- Sea
mice aresometimesthrownup on thebeach-by storms.
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FRENCH PROTESTANTISM.

(From theLondonTablet.J
The endofthe "ReformedChurch of France

"
appeal's to be at

hand. The effortofthe late General Synod tosecure the accepta-
tion ofeven such a fundamental dogma of Christianity as the
Divinity of the Saviour has so completely failed that 350,000 out
of the total of 600,000 Trench Protestants have petitionedthe
Government,by their delegates, to authorise the formation ofa
freshProtestantcommunity on the basis of pure negationof all
dogmas whatever, a sort of super-rationalized TJnitarianism in
fact. Our contemporary,the

'
Spectator,' observes withtruththat"

whenmore than 300,000 of the descendants of theHuguenots
refuse tomake even the most general declaration ofbeliefin the
Divinity of Christ, the resurrection and the ascension, a funda-
mentalchange has indeedcome overFrench Protestantism. The
change was alwayscontained in the very principles ofFrenchas
ofeveryotherkindof Protestantism. However, from heresy to
infidelity the descent is logicalandcertain. ProtestantChritianity
may now be said to have practically disappeared from every
countryof the world except the United Kingdom and some sec-
tions of society inNorthAmerica. Even in England Christianity
is fastfading awayoutside theinviolablebounds of the infallible
Church. -^

FORTUNATE IRISHMEN.
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