
REGISTER!REGISTER !REGISTER!
We would remind our readers that the time within
which they can register their claims to be placed upon
the electoral rolls of the colony is fast drawing to a
close. The 31st of the present month is the last day on
which claims canbereceived. Thevitalimportanceto Catho-
lics of beingable to vote for the representatives of the people
in Parliament mustbe feltby everyone,andwesincerely trust
that those amongour readers whohave not yetsent in their
claims will losenomoretime in doingso. Ageneralelection
must of necessity take place after the next session of the
Assembly, and as many most important questions

—
chief

among them the great question of education— are sure to
occupy the attention of the new Parliament,any Catholic
wouldbeculpable inthe highest degree if through laziness or
carelessnesshe renderedhimself incapable of influencing the
decisions of theLegislatureupon matters affecting1so seriously
the interests of himself, his children,andhis fellow-colonists.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
His Honor Me. Justice Chapman will*retire at the end of the

present month,from the Supreme Court Bench to enjoy a well-earned
pension and dignified repose. Towards the end of last week His
Honor statedin Court that he had some time ago intimatedto the
Grovernment thathe was desirous of retiring from theBench,andhad
sent in his official resignation on the 22nd February last. Hehad
just receiveda reply from the Government, the following portionof
which he would read:

—
"Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington,

March6th,1875.
—

Sir,—Ihave the honor to inform you that your
Honor's letter of the 22ndFebruary, intimating your desire to resign
your office as apuisneJudge of the SupremoCourtof New Zealandas
from the 31st of Marchinst., has beenlaidbeforeHisExcellency the
Governor,and thatHis Excellency will be propared toaccept your
resignationat the date indicatedby yourself."

Messrs W. J. M. Labxace,J. Scoular, and Gr. F.Reid were
electedlocal directors of the !N"ew Zealand Shipping Company at a

jmeetingof the Otago shareholders heldonMonday last.
The Committee formedia Auckland for thepurposeof raisinga

testimonial to the late Mr. Williamson, Superintendent of thePro-
vince, hasissuedlists inviting subscriptions tobe invested a9follows j—
:1. To provide anincome forMrs. Williamsonforlife, andafterherdecease forMiss, Williamson, if she should survive, 3. After the de*

la thisbattle for Faithand Morality, fox Truthand Jus- [
fcice, the Victorian Catholics are ably led by their Bishops.,
Inhis Lenten Pastoral,ArchbishopGoold writes as follows:J",They meet ouroppositionto the intolerance and unscrupu-
lousness with which theyendeavour to degradepublic educa-
tion, with abuse, vituperation, and misrepresentation. This,
however, is characteristic of the opponents of religion. The
course of public instruction carriedout in our schools could
only be objected to on oneground—

namely,that the young
were taught to believe in God, and to love and serveHim.
This is the onlyobjection made inpublicby theSecularists
"gainst the system of Denominational Education as carried
out in Catholic schools. The Secular instruction therein
imparted more than satisfied [all reasonable expectations. It
stood successfully the severe test of Governmental inspec-
tion and examination. This is evident from the reports of
Inspectors not favorable to Denominational education, and
from absence of .all complainton the part of parents. . .
Religion andSecular instruction oughtnotbe separated. . .
Manmust know morethan how to make money andintrigue
for power. Tobe a loyaland good citizen,he needs aknow-
ledge of God

—
of right andwrong."

The new Bishop of Ballarat, the Most Rev. Dr.
O'Cokkoe, in a letterin answer to a leaderin the 'Courier '
of that city, very ably defends parental rights against the
encroachment and tyranny of theState, andrefutes theargu-
ments of Secularists in reference to their fundamental
principles. The first claimmadefor^the State by Secularists
5sthat the duty of educating children belongs inherentlyto-
theState. This Doctor O'Connor denies. "Iaffirm," he
aays, "that the duty of the educating of children does
notbelong inherently to theState ;but that itprimarily and
directlyfalls on theparent.- Here, then, hecontinues, weare
fundamentally at issue. Iassign the duty of education to
theparent as hisundoubted obligation, andhis alone." This
la truedoctrine,for both by the Natural and Divine law, the
duty of providing for thecorporal,moral, and religious wants
of the child belongs to the parent alone, and he alone is
responsible for the discharge of the dutyconfided to him.
Havingstated this principle, which is undoubted, theBishop
of Ballarat argues thus,"The superstructure of legislation on
this point should bebasedonparentalcommission and delega-
tion. If the State commission proceed on any other basis,
it assumes an authority whichit does not rightfully possess,
andby the violence it inflicts on the parents' rights, it loses|
allbinding force in conscience. j

Hisreasoningis logically unassailable,andit isalso, as Dr.I
O'Connor clearlyshowsfrom the authorityof Blacksto^e, in
accordance with the primary principles of English law.""Blacxstone," inhis * Commentary,' speakingof Municipal
law,says, " that if it be opposed toNatural and Divinelaw
iti§ so farinvalid." We cannotdo better than give the con-
clusion of the Bishop's reasoning on this point inhis own
words. "The relations of parent to child, and of child to
parent,come directly from the Natural and Divine law,and,
at such,directly are the object of these lawsjand, therefore,
toavoidcollision andcontradiction, cannot be referred to the
categoryof the 'things which are Caesar's/ andthat directly
andproperly belong to his domain. Since, then,as we say,
the responsibility of education devolves, as ofright, uponthe
parent,if the State legislate on the subject at all,it should do
co fiom the presumed consent of the parentswho areunable
toprovide by themselves, out of their scantymeans, tbat edu-
cation which their conscience tells themtheir childrenshould
receive. Hence,it follows that onlyincidentally,thatis incases
of defect or inabilityof parents,the State can rightfully come
inwith a scheme of education at thepublic expense. Hence,
also, the State should not open and equipschools at the pub-
ilc expense,meetingtheeducational requirementsof allclasses
of society,rich as wellas poor, and giving* to all education
gratuitously. Such arrangements wouldpress unfairly on the
poor who would justly complain that by taxation theyhad to
pay for what the rich man was well able himself to pay
for. The poor equitably depend, in legislation, upon the
richer members of thecommunity, butnot vice versa. Hence,
too,it follows that when theState takes up the duty of edu-
cation for parents who are badly able to discharge the duty
themselves,itshall provide such an education as the parents
conscientiously approve of.'!

To the answer of Secularists who rrply that the State legis-
lates for temporal interests, and leaves to representativesof
religion the task of providing for the spiritual interest,the
Bishop says, *'To this argumentIanswer that it fails to
justify the action of the Statef because it assumes that it is
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quitepracticable to separate the two elements "without either
suffering by the process. As well (Ishall just nowshow)
might Shylock expect to extract the pound of flesh from the
body of thedebtor, without further injury tohisperson, as the
State could separate in education the temporal from the
religious interests without the latter being injured by the
operation."

Secularists never tire of repeating a stock argument to
this effect

—
that if the Governments aid Denominational

schools, they are, ipso facto, endowing religion. This argu-
ment theBishop of Ballarat designates as foolish,andindeed
iit is so. It hardly deserves aserious answer. But wemay
be permitted to set down here His Lordship's words:"If
the Government acted as you wish,it wouldbe endowing the
Catholic religion again. This isa foolish observation. The
Government would be onlyendowing and paying for the
fruits of Secular knowledge, that would be producedin our
schools. It-might as wellbe argued that the State is endow-
ing the Catholic Churchbecause it pays some Catholic civil
servants,whose money goes in part to the support of that
church."

From the above it will be seen that the agitation for
justice in the matter of education,is vigorously carried on in
Victoria. Catholics are providing schools for themselves as
rapidlyas possible. Public writersandspeakers of. position
and great ability, are contributing to enlightenand inform
public opinion. Catholics are steadily holding aloof from
Secular schools

—
will have none of them

—
and a burning

sense of injustice and of the affront put upon them by
a rampant majority, insolent in the mere superiority of
numbers, is sinking deep into the souls of tens of; thou-
sands of intelligent, brave, and determined men. Every-
thing promises well for the success of the agitation. Even
the opponents of the Catholics must soon come to see
that it is sheer persecution to ;force them to pay for
what they wills not have, and for what they not only
abhor because it is the fruit of injustice and tyranny,but
also because theybelieve it tobe most injurious to the well-
beingof the community. We, here in New Zealand, whilst
taking courage from beholding the attitude of Victorian
Catholics, may learn a lesson as to tactics, which will be
useful.
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