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to 262 votes, & Bill organising public powers, which implies the
racognition of the Republic. President Macmakon nominntes the
Councillors of state; and M. Buffet, Presidont of the Assembly, is
forming a Cabinet. A note in an offieial journal declares that Mac-
mahon is resolved to uphold conservative Principles,

BURNING OF THE NEW ZEALAND IMMIGRANT
SHIP COSPATRICK.
++
Tue Ban Franciseo mail steamer Cyphrenes which arvived at
Auckland on Monday, brought papers containing full accounts of
the terrible catastrophe which ceenrred on the 17th November last,
when the fine ship Cospatrick, with some hundreds of immigrants
on hoavd, bound for Auckland, was burnt at sea. The following
telegraphic account of the disaster wae published by the daily
papers on the arrival of the mail steamer:—

The following is a copy of the deposition of Henry Macdonald,
before tile Receiver of Wrecks »—He was second mato of the ship
Cospatrick, The vessel was supplied with a fixed firo engine on
the forecastle head, with suction puwp up and down, steam move-
able fire engine with 1abber suction hose, and also a considerable
quantity of delivery hox engines. They were in good order, and
were employed in the endeavour to put out the fire, and threw large
quantities of water. The vessel was well supplied with fire huckets,
with lanyards attached. The vessel procecded on her voyage, and
met with fine weather and light winds. Two births ocourred at
10 p.m. on the 17th Novembey, During the voyage the master's
hat blew overbonrd, and the port boat was instantly loweved to pick
it up, and returned to the vessel in a very short time. On Tres-
day, 17th November, 1874, at noon, the vessel was in lat. 37.14 8.
At 12.25, the weather was fine, with the wind blowing a light
breeze, The deponent had charge of the fivat watch, and was re-
hevec_l at midnight by the chief officer. The vessel was harely
steering. About a guarter of an hour before midnight deponent
went carefully round the upper deck, over the poop and forecastle,
All was well, and there was no smell of fire or any other matter to
attract attention, Deponent had been below aloub three-guarters
of an hour when he was aroused by a cry of fire. He jumped oub
of his berth and rushed on deck undressed. e met the master at
the cuddy door in his shirt. The master ordered deponent forward
to engnive the eause of the alarm.
saw o dense smoke coming up from the fore-cabin. The chief
officer was getting the five-engine to work, and the passengers and
crew were all yushing on deck. The cry was that the Hre was
cowing ap from about the hoatswain’s locker. Depenent returned
and assisted the master to endeavour to get the ship about, but she
had no steerage way, In a fow minutes ames came up the fore-
castle, and the foresail was bauled wp. The vessel now came
up h.ea,cl to wind, which drove the smoke aft, the flames
bursting up the fore-hatchway. The master sent for deponent,
and asked if it was possible to get volunteers to see where
the five was. It was impossible. as the smoke was suffocating, and
deponent asked the master if he should put the boats out, and the
waster said, “No, but ,do what you can to put the five out.”® The
foremast boats by this time caught fire, and the Aames were now

coming up the main hatchway. Deponent sent men to clear aw.

" ay
the boats on the sides. The starboard querter boat was now
lowered, and about 80—mostly

" L i women—put in. The davits bent
with their weight, and as the boat touched the wataer, she turned
over, and the people were all drowned. Hencoops and other move-
ables were throxirn over, but it was of no avail to save their lives.
He now stationed two mon at the port boat to prevent anyome
lowering it except by the master’s order. The officers now made
an attempt to get the long hoat overboard, but there was oo much
confugion to get proper help, Her hows canght fire and she was
abandened, and there was a. rush for the port life-boat, which was
lowered, and about 30 or 40 people got into her. Deponent slhid
down and got oun hoard by the fore tackle. The boat was kept
clear of the ship. The chief mate and a female jumped overboard
and were picked up. By ihe time the hoat got to the rear of the
ghip the the mainmast fell overbosad. Shortly afterwards
the stern blew oud, then the mizzen mast fell. After Hist
speaking to the wmmster, deponent got the signal ammu-
nition thrown overboard., At daylight the starboard life-
boat was found full of poople. Deponent henrd shouts from the
officer to take charge of har, He gob alongside and took charge.
Thomas Lewis, A.B., Bdward Cotter, 0.8., and Bently, sn emi-
grant, also got into the Loat with deponent. 'The gear of the re-
waining boats was divided hatween them, deponent’s hoat gettivg
one oar and & broken one. The two boals Eept company, hovering
round the burning ghip the whole day, until the afternoon of the
18th, when the ship sank. There were 80 people in deponent’s
‘boat. Delgoncnt then kept to the north-east for the Cape of Good
Hope, as did the othc * hoat. The boats kept company all the 20th
and 21st of Noveml ». When it commenced Lo blow they sepa-
tated They were without provisions or water, mast or gasl, and
had } ub an oar and a half. The wind was southerly, and by taking
one of the footlines they managed to rig a sail with the givl’s
petticoats, and so keep the boat in her conrse. One boat contaimed
Baker, the emigrants’ eook; the thres A.B’s, oneor

and twenty-three passengers, with
people. The other boat contained
an ordinarvy seaman, the butchers,
one baby aged eleven days. The people rapidly sank from want
of food and water. By the 25th they were reduced to eight in
number, and threc of these were out of their mind, On the 26th,
before daylight, a bargue passed, which they hailed, but
were mnscen, On Friday, the 27th, they wero picked up by the
ship British Sceptre, of Liverpool, axnd the five people then re-
waining alive were received on hoard and troated with every kind-
nose. Two, owever, Rober Hampton and one passenger, died

deponent—in all making thirty
the chief mate, with four A.B’s,
and six passengers, ineluding

Deponent rushed forward and

dinary seaman, |

befora they reached St. Helena, leaving deponent, Thomas Lewis,
and Bdward Cotter. So far, ke knew only three survivors. Dejo-
nent considers all the gear was vegulavly kept in the boaf, and
mugt have got thrown out in the confusion, The oils used for the

i side lights, for the lights in the cuddy, were kept i the port quar-

ter galley. The crew, including deponent, had lucifers, which
they nsed to light their pipes and lamps with, when necessary.
The boatswain was tho ouly person having access fo the boat-
swain’s locker, of which he kept the key. Nothing was kept there
but the stores already enumerated, and deponent does not know
whether the boatswain had been there that day. There was one
ordinary seaman teld off to go into the coal hole every day to £ll
haskets, which were hoisted by the emigrants. No other person
wasg allowed to go into the coal hole, and deponent, who used fre-
quently to talk to him about the coals, heard no remark as to their
heating or smell. He did not know how the fire originated.
Signed, Henry M Donald.

Rowan Lewis, quarter-master, gave corroborative evidence, and
said the boat in which he escaped retnnined two days by the burn-
ing vessel. They were much exhausted from thirst, and having
Ro water or provisions, rapidly sank., ¥e conld not account for the

T,

Edward Cotter deposed that when the ship canght five, the emi-
grants formed o line and passed water along. The emigrants got
tin dishes, and everything that could hold water, but the fire
burned very fast,  When the deck-house canght fire they were
panic striken, and ran away, the smoke stifiing them. When"
lowering the boate people were sliding down and falling
into the water. In the hoat after leaving the ship, all they
did was to lond each otler a hand about. In the boat therc was
not much talk. The biggest, fattest, and healthiest-looking went
off first. It was not from them that blood was obtained, but from
other men. Wimess only ate twice; he drank whenever a vein
was operied, and felt better the last two days in the boat than be-
fore then. Hia great thought was of being picked up. It was
cold during night, but very ot in the day. They had escaped
with barely clothes to cover them.

The ! Bvening Star’s * Aunskland correspondent furnishes the fol,
Iowing additional partieulsrs s
Tremendous excitement was caused in Londen by the Cospatrick
news. Lelegrams were received some time before the arrival of the
steamer Nyanza with the survivers; and when that vessel was due
at Plymouth, the London journals despatched spocial veporters to
await her arvival. These chartered special steamers, aud endeavored
to board the steamer before the Customs officer and soonve s monepoly
of the news. Mr Forbes, “Duly News’ reporter, who was the frst
man in Paris after the siege, sueceeded in first boarding the Nyonsa ;
and when the others got shoard, it was found that Mr Forbes hacl
disappeared with the survivors. When the latter turned up again, it
was found that he bad enlered into a conteact wilh thew,
giving the mate £100 and the two seamen £25 each for
o monopoly of their statements for the ¢Daily News.
The sailors rold the St. IHelenn papers, with a brict account
at from £23 to £1G por copy. The ‘Standard’s’ special offered
Cotter, one of the survivors, £100 to act on hehalf of his journal,
but the * Telegraph® held him to hisagreement. Lewis, o weather-
beaten sailor, wag the salvation of the party in the boat by his
indomitable energy. He divided into nine portiors the dreadful
food which snstained them. Cotler was some time ago in the consi-
ing {rade of New Zealand, and was working his way outagain, He
¢ was six monbths on the Jane Anderson, at Port Chalmers, then on
| the steamer Paterson, and afterwards worked ashove for M‘Kenzie
Bros. on the Port Chaimers and Camare Railway. Shaw, Savills
| office from Thurgday to Monday lay unopened, owing to the Christ-
| mas holidays. Tae < Star's correspondent considers that Captnin
Ehnslie’s coolness was affected through his having his wife and
family aboard. Ie was so agitated that he allowed some boats to
bura before his eyos, and made no abtempd to provision others.
Sinee this catastrophe, atbention has becn paid to the Tintern
Abbey, bound to Canterbury, of which the < Times’ says if anything
happencd to her not half the passengers could be saved.
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In iy lasl leiter bo you I staled that four clergymen wore expecied
from hone, and now I am in a position to inform you that they Lavo
arrived, and are stntioned as under :—Falhesr Muaboney in Neison, Lo
replace Father Bensfield ; Father Carew in Napier, Lo replace Father
Guolencire ; Father Kirk nt Wangenni, to rveplace Father Tresallet,
who is going to Bidney. Father MeCaughoy, pvio has heen at the
Hutt for some back, is on o visit to Chuistehiureh for the good of bis
heaith. Tather Yarden is in Wellington ss Viear-Goneral, as Father
Forvest Liss gone back again Lo Napier.  Fatber Kesrney, who was
! expected to Iiave gone to Nelson, Lms boen kept in Wellington, and
! 1o clergyman has been sent as yet to assist uther O'Rielly. His
i Lordsbip bas Leen visiting his Dhocese almost since Iiis arrival ; he
| goos south to-day to Christchurch. Some very valuable property Lus
| been lately purchased by the Uhnrely, including s vory Taluable allof -
ment in the District Te Aro for ihe CGonvent Sehool, and a scetion
| adjoining the Cathedral at the east side as the sile of a residence
! for His Lordship, earh of which coat exactly £900.

! Captain Shavp and Mrs Sharp ars going on a tour to the old
! land, and ave talang passage via San Fraucises by the next boat, I
| nuderstand Mrs. Sharp Is to be prosonted with an address and pre-
! sentation before she lerves, and 1 Lave no doubt, judging from the
| committec who have takon it in hand, that it will not be unworthy of
| her, Mura. Bhavpisgo well known that it would be out of place for we to
i refer to any of ler gervices 1o the Catholics of Wellington, aud par-
: Licwlarly of Te Aro. On Dher arrival in Dublin she is to send somo
| valuable prizes out to St, Jogeph's School, {o be competod for nexy

Christinas, -




