
to 262 votes, a Bill organising public powers, which implies therecognition of the Republic. President Macmahon nominates the
Councillors of state j and M. Buffet, President of the Assembly, is
formingaCabinet. Anote inan official journal declares that Mae-
mahonis resolved toupholdconservativeprinciples.

before they reached Sfc. Helena, leavingdeponent, Thomas Lewis,
and EdwardCotter. So far,he knew only three survivors. Depo-
nent considers all thegear was regularly kept in the boat, and
niust havegot thrown out in the confusion. The oils used for the

jside lights, for the lights in the cuddy, werekeptin the portquar-ter galley. The crew, including deponent, had lucifers, which
theyusedto light their pipes and lamps with, when necessary.
The boatswain was tho only person having access to the boat-
swain's locker,of whichhe kept thekey. Nothing waskept therebut the storesalready enumerated, and deponent does not knowwhether theboatswainhad been there that day. There was one
ordinary seamantold off togo into the coalhole every day to fill
baskets, whichwerehoisted by the emigrants. No other person
wasallowedtogo into the coalhole,and deponent, who used fre-
quently to talk tohim about thecoals,heardno remark as totheirheating or smell. He did not know how the fire originated.
Signed, HenryM'Donald.

KowanLewis, quarter-master,gavecorroborativeevidence,and
said theboatinwhich he escapedremained two daysby theburn-
ing vessel. They weremuch exhausted from thirst, and havingno wateror provisions,rapidly sank. He couldnotaccount for the
fire.

EdwardCotter deposedthat whenthe ship caughtfire, the emi-
grants formeda line andpassed water along. The emigrantsgot
tin dishes, and everything that could hold water, but the fire
burnedvery fast. When the deck-house caught fire they were
panic striken, and ran away, the smoke stifling them. When'
lowering the boats people were sliding down and falling
into the water. In the boat after leaving the ship, all they
did was to lend eachother a hand about. Inthe boat there was
notmuchtalk. The biggest, fattest, andhealthiest-looking went
off first. Itwasnotfrom them thatblood was obtained,butfromother men. Witness only ate twice; he drank whenever a vein
wasopened,and felt better the last twodays in theboat than be-fore then. His great thought was of beingpickedup. Itwascoldduringnight,but very hot in the day. They had escaped
withbarely clothes to cover them._ The

'
EveningStar's

'
Auckland correspondent furnishes the fol

(lowing additionalparticulars :—:
—

Tremendous excitement was caused inLondonby theCospatrick
news. Telegrams were received some time before tlie arrival of the
steamer Nyanza with the survivors;and when that vessel was due
at Plymouth, the London journals despatched special reporters toawait her arrival. These chartered special steamers,and endeavored

j to board the steamerbefore,theCustomsofficer and secure amonopoly
of the news. Mr Forbes, 'Daily News 'reporter,who was the first
man inParisafter the siege, succeeded in first boarding thoNyanza;
and when the others got aboard,ib was found thab Mr Forbes had
disappearedwibh the survivors. When the latter turned up again, ib
was found thab he had entered into a contract with them,
giving the male J2IOO and tho two seamen £25 each for
a monopoly of their statements for the 'Daily News.'
The sailors Fold tho St. Helena papers, with a brief account
at from £o to dBIG per copy. The 'Standard's' special offered
Cotter,one of the survivors, <£100 to act onbehalf of his journal,
but the " Telegraph' heldhim tohis agreement. Lewis, a weather-
beatensailor, was the salvation of the party ha the boatby Ms
indomitable energy. He divided into nine portions tl'e dreadfulfood which sustained thorn. Cotter was sometime agointhe coast-

jing tradeof New Zealand,and was workinghis wayoutagain. He
j wassix months on the Jane Anderson,atPortChalmers, thenon
Ithe steamerPaterson, andafterwards worked ashore forM'Kenzie
( Bros,on thePort Chalmers andOamaru Sailway. Shaw,SaviU's
|office from Thursday .to Monday lay unopened,owingto the Christ-
j masholidays. The

'
Star's correspondent considers that Captain

IElmslie's coolness was affected through his havinghis wife and
family aboard. He was so agitated thathe allowed someboats toburn,before his eyes, and made no attempt to provisionothers.

iSince this catastrophe, attention has been paid to the Tintem
Abbey, bound toCanterbury,of which the 'Times' saysifanything-
happenedtoher not half thepassengers couldbe saved.

BURNING OF THE NEW ZEALAND IMMIGRANT
SHIP COSPATRICK.

The San Francisco mail steamer Cyphrenes which arrived atAuckland onMonday,brought papers containing full accounts ofthe terrible catastrophewhichoccurred on the17thNovemberhistwhenthe fine ship Cospatrlck, with some hundredsof immigrantsonboard,bound for Auckland, was burnt at sea. The following
telegraphic account of the disaster was published by the dailypapers on the arrivalof themail steamer:—Tfle following-is acopy of the depositionof HenryMacdonald,
bctore theReceiver of Wrecks :— He wassecondmate of the shipCospatrick. The vessel wassuppliedwith a fixed fire engine onthe forecastle head,withsuctionpump upanddown, steammove-ablenre engine with rubber suction hose,and also a considerablequantity of deliveryboxengines. They werein good order, andwereemployedm the endeavourtoputotit the fire, andthrewlaro-equantitiesof water. The vesselwaswell suppliedwithfire buckets,
with lanyards attached. The vesselproceededonher voyage, andmet with fine weather andlight winds. Two births occurred atiAm" °n I'tll1'tllNovemi3er. During the voyage the master'shatblew overboard, and theportboatwasinstantly lowered topickit up,andreturned to the vessel inaveryshort time. On Tues-day,1/th November,1874, atnoon,the vessel wasin lat. 37.14 S.At 12.20, the weather was fine, with the wind blowing a lightbreeze. The> deponenthadchargeof the first watch, and was re-lievedat midnight by the chief officer. The vessel was barelysteering. Aboutaquarterof a.nhour before midnight deponentwentcarefully round theupper deck, over thepoop andforecastle.All was well, and there wasnosmell ©f fire or any othermattertoattractattention. Deponenthadbeenbelow about three-quarters
ot anhour whenhe was arousedbya cryof fire. He jumped outot liis berth andrushedondeckundressed. Hemet the master atthe cuddy door inliis shirt. Themaster ordereddeponentforwardtoenquire the causeofthealarm. Deponentrushed forward and

'
sawa dense smoke coming up from the fore-cabin. The chiefI
onicer wasgetting the fire-enginetowork, and thepassengers andcrew were all rushing on deck. The ciy was that the fire was
comingup from about the boatswain'slocker. Deponentreturnedandassisted the mastertoendeavour toget the shipabout,butshehadnosteerageway. Inafewminutes flames came up the fore-Icastle, and the foresail was hauled up. The vessel now cameup head to wind, which drove the smoke aft, the flamesbursting up the fore-hatchway. The master sent for deponent,and asked if it was possible to get volunteers to see wherethenre was. Itwas impossible, as the smoke wassuffocating anddeponentasked the master ifhe should putthe boats out,and themaster said, "No,but,do what youcan toputthe fire out." Theforemastboatsby this time caught fire,and the flames werenowcomingup the mainhatchway. Deponent sent men toclear awaythe boats on the sides. The starboard quarter boat wasnowlowered, and about 80— mostly women—put in. The davits bentwith their weight, and as the boat touched the water,she turnedover,and thepeoplewereall drowned. Hencoopsandother move-ables were thrown over,but it was of noavail tosave their livesHenow stationed two men at the port boat to prevent anyoneloweringit exceptby themaster's order. The officers now madean attempttoget the longboat overboard,but therewas toomuchconfusion toget proper help. Her bows caught fire and she wasabandoned, and there was a rush for the portlife-boat, whichwaslowered, andabout 30 or 40 people got into her. Deponent sliddownandgot on board by the fore tackle. The boat was keptclear of the ship. The chiefmate and a female jumpedoverboardand werepickedup. By the time the boatgot to the rear of theship the the mainmast fell overboard. Shortly afterwardsthe stern blew out, then the inizzen mast fell. After firstspeaking to the master, deponent got the signal ammu-nition thrown overboard. At daylight the starboard life-boat was foundfullof people. Deponent heard shouts from theofficer to take chargeof her. He got alongside andtook charge.Thomas Lewis, A.8., EdwardCotter, 0.5., and Bently, an emi-grant,also gotintotheboat with deponent. The gear of the re-
mainingboats wasdividedbetweenthem, deponent'sboat gettioo-one oarandabroken one. The two boatskeptcompany,hoverin"round theburning shipthe wholeday,until the afternoon of the18th, whenthe ship sank. There were 30 people in deponent'sboat. Deponent thenkept tothe north-eastfor the Cape of GoodHope,as did the othc " boat. Theboatskeptcompany allthe 20thand21sb of NovemL -. When it commenced toblow they sepa-rated They werewithoutprovisionsor water, mast or sail, andhad , uoan oarandahalf. Thywind wassoutherly,andby takingone of the foothnes they managed torig a sail with the «nrl'tpetticoats, andso keep theboat inher course. Oneboat containedBaker, the emigrants' cook; the three A.B's.,oneordinary seaman,and twenty-three passengers, with deponent— inallniakina- thirtypeople. The other boat containedthechiefmate,withfour ABsan ordinary seaman, the butchers, and six passengers, including
onebaby agedelevendays. The people rapidly sank from wantof foodand water. By the 25th they were reduced to eight innumber, and threeof these wereout of their mind. On the 26thbefore daylight, a barque passed, which they hailed butwereunseen OnFriday, the 27th, they were picked up by theship British Sceptre, of Liverpool, and the five people then re-
mainingalive werereceivedonboardand treated witheverykind-ness. Two,however, Eoberfc Hampton and one passenger, died

WELLINGTON.
March -lth, 1875.Inmy lastletter to youIstaled tliat four clergymen■were expected

from home,andnowIamina positionto inform you that they havoarrived, andare stationed asunder:— Father Muhoney in Nelson, to
replace Father Bensfield;Father Carew inNapier,to"replaceFather
G-uolenoire;FatLcrKirk ab Wauganui, to replace Father Tresalleb,
whois going to Sidney. Father McOaughoy, jwho has been ab the
Hutt for someback, is ona visit to Christchurch for the goodofliis
health. Father Yardenis in Wellington a3 Vicar-Goneral, as FatherForrest his gone back again to Napier. Father Ivearney, -who was
expected tohare gone to Nelson, has boon kept inWellington, and
noclergyman has been sent as yeb to assist Father O'Kieily. His
Lordshiphas been visiting his Diocese almost since his arrival;he
goes south to-day to Christchurch. Some very valuable propertyhas
been lately purchasedby the (Jhurch, including a veryvaluable allol

-
ment in the District Te Aro for the Convent School, anda section
adjoining the Cathedral at the east side as the site ox a residcuco
for HisLordship,cai-h of whichcost exactly £900.

Captain Sharp and Mrs Sharp are going on a tour to the oldland,andai*e takingpassage via San Francisco by thenextboat. I
understand Mrs. Sharp is to be presented "with an address andpre-
sentationbefore she leaves,aJid 1have no doubt, judgingjudging from bho
committee Avho have takenitiv hand, thatit willnot be unworthy oL'her. Mrs. Sharp isbo wellknown thatitwouldbe outofplacefor me torefer to any ofher^sorviees to tho Catholics of Wellington, andpar-ticularly of Te Aro. On. her arrival iv Dublin she is to send somovaluable prizes out toSt. Joseph'sSchool, to be competed for nestChristinas.

Saturday,March 13,1875.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
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