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The attackof Mr.GladstoneinhisExpostulationhaabeendirected
against Irelandrather than England or Scotland, Irelandbeinga
Catholickingdom,more thanthree-fourths of thepeopleof the old
faith,andthe political power of the country being still in their
hands. Ireland greatly contributed to elevate Mr. Gladstone to
the Premiershipin1868;and the same Catholic Irelanddefeated
him on the University Bill of 1873. Allhis peevishnessandpetu-
lancehave their origin in this sotirce. The applause which the
Irish Church Actandthe IrishLandActbrought tohim, imperfect
though these measures are, dazzled his mind, and led him to
supposethat he coulddeal with the subject of educationin the
samespiritof compromise. We havenodoubtthathe receivedill
advice,andprobably from some Catholics who werenotinaposi-
tion to speakonbehalfof their fellows. It is no longer question-
able that Mr.Gladstone'sdefeaton thatmeasureled tohis resigna-
tion, to the disintegrationanddecadence ofhis Ministry andparty,
to thedissolutionof Parliament, the returnof the Conservativesto
power,and thepublication of the Expostulationagainst the Vati-
canDecrees. So that theIrishCatholics havingdefeatedhim,Mr.
Gladstone avengeshimself on the Catholics of the threeKingdoms,
butconcentrateshis attack on those inEngland,proceedingon the
analogous maximin physics that no chain is stronger than its
weakest link. The greater number of converts are in England,
many of themofhighrank;hencehischargethat it is acresrather
than souls thatthePopeis gaining in thiscountry. Mr. Gladstone
accuses the Catholic Church of sterility inhermission, as regards
the poor, while admitting her success, as regards the rich. In
doing so,he forgets, however, that themass ofCatholicsin Eng-
landandScotlandarehumble Irish, whose ferviddevotionto their
faithhasledmany a manof intellect toconsider whetherareligion
that exercises such influence overhuman lifeandconductmust not
beDivine.

The appealof Mr. Gladstone regarding the civil allegianceof
Catholics is, however,meant only for the considerationofEnglish-
men. His Grace the Archbishop of Westminster hasfrequently
statedthat the English peopleneverwillinglyabandonedthe faith,
but that it was wrested froni them. The Irishnation,however,
neverrecognized the Tudor heresy, and rose again andagainin
just rebellionagainst it. We say just,because the enforcementof
an alienanddetested scheme of the sorb was aviolationof natural
lawandof the rights of conscience. Resistance was not merelya
right;it was solemn duty. Landandlifewerefreely spentby the
Irishinoppositionto the attempttoexterminatethe Catholicfaith.
Hatred toEngland was thus traditionally imbibed;hence oneof
chief sources of Irish disloyalty

—
a disloyalty sanctified by the

highest duties. Mr. Gladstone took caronot toappealto theIrish
Catholics, from whom he was assured of the answer he wouldre-
ceive. Fromno man of position in Ireland could hereceive the
answersgivenby Lords Acton and Camoys. The IrishCatholics,
while justly proud of the eminent men that England, even in
moderntimes, hasgiven totheChurch, cannotfail, in times of trial
like this, to recall the veto assented toby the Actons andCainoys
of a former time. The firmness of the IrishBishops andofthe
people,ledby O'Connell, saved the Catholics of thesekingdoms
from the infliction.

Some able Catholic writers, asMgr.Capel, lower the strength
of theirclaim by accepting thestatementof our numbers givenby
our enemies. He saysCatholicsarea sixth ofthepopulationof the
threekingdoms. The population of the three kingdoms, in1871,
was 31,628,338, while the Catholics ofIrelandalonewere4,141,933;
andassuming,as wehavedata for doing, theCatholicsin Scotland
as 300,000, if there are only 1,408,067 Catholics in England and
Wales, thereareclearly sixmillions of Catholics inthe threeking-
doms, a number below their true strength. But if Monsignor
Capel's estimate hold good, which it does not, then indeed the
Catholics in Great Britainwould number only 1,129,290, an esti-
mate whichhe wouldbelast to defend. Catholics may, therefore,
be fairly set downas one-fifth of the populationof these countries.

The acceptationof the calculations of Protestantsinrelation
to creed statistics is radicallyerroneous. Their intentionis todeny
that Irelandis a Catholic country andthat it shouldbe legislated
for as such. Irelandis Catholic, Scotland Presbyterian,Wales, to
agreat extent,Methodist,andEngland largely Anglican;butit is
the interest of the majority to declare that, in the aggregate,
Catholics areamiserableminority, and that Protestantsprevailin
theratio of six to one. Presbyterians in Scotland, Episcopalians
in England, and Wesleyans in Wales, enjoy no such numerical
superiority as Catholics do in Ireland. But when Catholics are
takenthus as an element of the general population of the three
kingdoms,and whentheir relative weight, inpointof numbers, is
seentobe only 19 or 20 per cent., persons appear to forgetthat if
all the colonies anddependenciesofGreat Britain be considered, it
must beadmitted that anoverwhelming majority of her Majesty's
subjects areof sable color, andare Hindus or Pagans as regards
creed.

Mr. Gladstone has so far i\pto this not levelled any ofhis
shafts at Ireland,although his sole aim is obviously tohumble the
IrishBishopsinrevenge for his defeat. Ithasbeen a fight chiefly
inEngland, and where Catholic politicaland religious strengthis
weakest,inorder todamage Catholicism, or, asitis alleged,Ultra-
morttanism, the more effectually. Ireland, while watching with
deepinterest theprogress oftheanti-Catholic, andespecially anti-
Irishmovement,has not, though comparatively silent, beeninat-

f tentive. Noonecandoubt that Ireland will speak,andpromptly,
jand energetically,upon the questionof the Expostulation,and the
support that it has elicited.— 'Tablet.'

Australiaintends tosendarifle teaiatQ.competeatWimbledo".
next year.

THE POPE AND IRELAND.

Hib'EminenceCabdinai Ctoleit ha^ng recently sent a sum of
£2,600 to hisHoliness thePope,as the contribution of theCatholics
of thearchdiocese,hisHoliness, in reply, sent to his Eminence the
following letter, which was read on Sunday in the churches and
chapels:

—
BelovedSon, Health andApostolicBenediction

—
Althoughyour

sincereattachment and devotion,as well as that of your clergy and
faithfulpeople, tous and this ApostolicSee, werealreadywell-known
and provedon many occasions;yet, dearly beloved sou, the dutiful
tribute of filial piety which, in.yournameand thatof your flock, you
have lately conveyedtous inyoiu* affectionate letter, withits accom-
panying offering, didnot affordus the less pleasure andgratification.
On the contrary, we received these repeated testimonies of your love
with the greater good-will and gratitude, inasmuch as they clearly
proceedfrom sincere faithandaffection,and put in the strongestlightI
the constant zeal with which you and your flock strive tohelpus in
our tribulations. Besides, inreceiving thesenewmarks of your affec-
tionaterespect, our consolation was largely increasedby the x*epeatcd
assurances given iv your letter of the fervor with which yourCatholic
peoplepour forth assiduous prayers for us and the Church, and of
the zeal and alacrity with which, in their straitenedcircumstances,
they aboundin works of piety and charity, and contribute toerect
and support good and useful institutions, thus showing forth the
strength and ardour of a faith which actively worketh through
charity.

From thebottomof our heart inall those things wo thank God,
the author ofall good, whogives such strength to His children;and
weearnestly beseechHim to fortify more and moreevery day their
goodresolutions, and also to bless with abundant fruits yoiir own
pastoralexertionsand cares.

Andhere,dearly beloved son, we cannotbutbestow thehighest
praise onyou and your colleagues, the Bishops of Ireland,who, in
order toprovidefor the salvation of your faithful people,unhesitat-
inglyraised your vo es in condemnation of the nefarious doctrines
lately delivered to tlio public inyourCatholic country,under thepre-
ten c of promoting science, by unbelieving men. We firmly trust
that yotu- pious flocks, listening with docility to the voiceof their
pastors, willever keep alooffromsuchpoisonouspastures, and imitate
the steadfastness of their forefathers, who constantly and willingly j
submitted to the greatest and severest trials andaffliction rather than
consent to be stripped of their precious treasure of the faith by
enemies, of whom St. Maximus of Turin says, "Nothing is to be
dreadedsomuch as spiritualpirater, who make ita trade to despoil
not merely thebodies butalso the souls' of men;who strive tomake
preynot somuch of earthly gold as ofthe gold offaith;whoplunder
their victims not so much of worldly wealth as of the wisdom of
Christ."

Hence,knowing the great clangers to which Catholic cducatiom
among youis exposed,weearnestly beseech the Father of Mercy to
look -with apropitiouseye on the youth of the country,andby His
protectionto preserve their faith safe from dangers and evils.

For the rest,imploring an abundance of all heavenly graces on
youand your clergy, and all the faithful confided to your care, we
bestow,most lovingly and withall our hoart, uponyou andthem our
Apostolicbenediction, as a presage of those graces, and as aplodgc of
our speciallove andgratitude.

GivenatRome,at St. Peter's on the 11th November, 1574-, iv
the Twenty-ninth yearof ourPontificate.

— 'DublinFreeman.'
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versaryof this their day of opening, the musterwouldbe thre
times asmany. He shouldhavegreatpleasurein takingthe first
opportunity of reporting to the Wellington Branch the interesting
proceedings of the day., and the kind hospitality with whichhe
hadbeentreated.

—
(Cheers).

Mr.L.Broadsaid he had "been suddenly asked"by theChair-
man toproposeatoast,andhe wasgladtocomply withthe request,
although so short anoticeprevented his doing justicetoit. The
toastwas"TheEducationalSystem of Nelson," coupledwiththe
name of Mr. Symmonds, the head-master of theNelsonCollege.
Allpresentknew in how high a position that institution stood
amongstour educational establishments,butall wereperhapsnot
aware that higher education throughout New Zealandgenerally
was due toMr. Symmonds, whose ideas had takenrootandgrown
amazingly. The primary education given in the Nelson Govern-
ment andaidedschools wasmostsatisfactory,and the master doing
good workwithability anduntiring zeal.

—
(Cheers).

Mr. Symmonds inashortspeechresponded.
Mr.McGrathproposed "Our Guests," coupledwiththe name

of Mr.Broad. Indoing sohe said it wasapleasing duty toper-
formj hewouldnot delay them with any (lengthenedremarksbxit
badgreatpleasureinproposing thetoast.

Mr.L.Broadsaidhe hadbeenasked toreply tothis toast,and
as agueston the present occasion he had to thankthem for the
kindly sentimentsexpressedby their toasts,and thehandsome way
inwhichtheyhadbeenentertained. He wasnotamember of this
or any other Benefit Society, but he fully appreciatedthegreat
good this Society and other similar associations weredoing. He
wan notaGood Templarbuthe hadpracticalillustrations almost
daily of the goodwork of thatSociety, and he wishedthemevery
success intheircrusade against drunkenness. Inthe name of all
the guests presenthe heartily thanked them for their friendly
entertainment.

Mr. Richards proposed,"The Ladies," and Mr. Seymour
responded.

Mr. Houghton proposed "The Press," and Mr. Bannetin
responded.

Throughout the evening there weresongs andrecitations.
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