
We see the Catholic Hierarchy,both inEngland and Ireland,arcnowmakingstrenuouseffortstoprovidenot merelyprimary schools,
buthighschools,oruniversities, for Catholic youth. The difficul-tiesin thewayare many and great

—
immense infact;but with

'

the loyaland generous co-operationof the laity these difficulties
are being conquered. The recent and unexpected addition of
wealthyEnglish noblemen to the ranks of the English Catholiclaity will greatly contribute to the success of the effortsnow being
madeinEnglandtofoundasuitableCatholiceducationalestablish-
ment forthe higher studiesin themetropolis. Inthis Colony we
havegreatdifficultiesinkeeping up suitable Catholic schoolseven
forprimary education;yet,with the willing aidof the laity, the
clergy do succeed in that object. The difficulty inmaintaining
schools for higher education is greater here still. Governmeut
have manyadvantagesoverusin that respect;yet,in theface of
alldifficulties,Catholicschools farhighereducation arekeptup intheColony. Catholic parents should reflect thatit is an incum-
bentdutyon themtomakean effort,andevensomelittlesacrifice,
to supportthem. If the teacherbecompetent, and certifiedby a
GovernmentBoardtobeso, why shouldCatholics taketheir chil-
drenaway from theirownand place them ataGovernmenthigh
school? laitactingaconsistentand loyal part to theChurch to
dothis ? Yetwe seeitoften done. If theCatholic teacherof ahighschoolbenotoriouslyincompetent,and withoutaGovernment
certificateof qualification,thenof course the case wouldbediffe-
rent. ButeventhenCatholicparentsshould,inconcert with their
Clergy,endeavor toplace theschoolonaproper footing.

The difficulty of keeping upagood Catholic high school is
▼ety greathere,owingto thepaucity of ournumbersandcompara-
tive poverty, But thatdifficulty is greatlyincreased, and.maybe
Tendered insuperableby parents,without sufficient reason,with-
drawing their children fromitand sending them toGovernmentgrammarschools.

The commissions lately appointedby Governmenttoexamineintothestate of the DunedinandAucklandhigh schoolsshowthatthese schoolsarenot always immaculateor perfect,withall theirmoneyadvantages. If theCatholiclaityof theseColonies wereas
zealousin thecauseof educationas their co-religionists at home,
weshouldhaveless difficultyin keepingup good high schools, aswell as primary schools;yet, considering what they do actually
performin that way,perhaps there isbutlittle cause tocomplain
against them. Still theymay do more,andno doubtwilldomorewhen they come toreflect upon the necessity of doingit for thehonor of their religion. There is no reason whatever why ourCatholic schools should not take first rank. The Inspector ofSchools for tneProvinceof Auckland is a Catholic, and taught a
schoolinAucklandbeforehe wasraised to the dignityofInspector.See,then,whatcanbedone',andwhatoughttobe done,byCatholics
iftheyweretruetothemselvesinthematterofschools. Acorrespon-dentinoneof the Auckland evening papers,Isee,states that theParnellGovernmentDistrictScriool,under Mr.Leonard,is the firstin the Province, andMr.Leonard,Ibelieve, is aCatholic. TheCatholic High School inAuckland,kept by Mr.B.Hamil, is wellmanaged. Heholdsa first-classcertificate from theIrishBoardofEducation, and he is enthusiasticallydevoted to his profession.
Heiswell supported,andmerits all the supporthe gets,andmoretoo. There is noticeable among many Catholics a disposition torundownorundervalueeverything connected withtheir owncom-munity,and torunup whateverbelongs to "the other side

"
not

averyamiable trait in their character. The otherday a Catholicteacherofferedhis services tohis ownpeople,butinvain. He wasforthwith engaged as a Government teacher for a districtschool.The Inspector was ready tocatchhimup. YetIrishCatholics willwhimper and complain against their schoolmasters as inefficient,and starve them. They show little self-respect inthis. Englishand Scotch Catholics would not act so shabby a part, savingPaddy's presence, andhe is alwaysblowing abouthisCatholiczeal.Considering the lavish expenditure of public money onGovernment grammar schools, it would be a shame to them ifthey didnot havemany more"hands," as a manufacturer wouldsay, than private Catholic schools can afford to supply. Theteachers maybemorenumerous andas good,orinsomecases evenbetter thanare tobe foundin Catholichighschools. Still,if the
fe? ?herin theCatholicschool besufficient for thenumber of pupilsattending it, andif competent for his duty in all other respects,■what more canbe required? Itwould be unreasonabletoexpectmore. It is no faultof theCatholic school masters that the num-ber attending his school is small compared with the pupils inGovernment grammar schools;or thattheybelongto thehumblerclasses in society. Besides, is it the correct thing for Catholicparentstoplace their childrenathigh schoolsin whichthemastersand thebulk of thepupils arethe avowed enemies to the Catholicfaith. Inmany cases no harm to their religious interests maycome fromthis; butinsome casesgreatharmmay,and no doubtdoes, arise fromit;and it is acting in direct opposition to themindand positiveinjunctions of the Church. History is one ofthemost important branches of higher education, and will anyonepretendthathistory inProtestant or Governmentschools willbe fully and fairly taught? Themost important parts of itwillcitherbeslurred over,omitted,or misrepresented. What sort ofCatholic must that be who wouid be satisfied to have his childtaught so,or say it is of little moment whether his mind is poi-sonedby erroneousandgarbledhistory ornot. The confiding andunsuspectingmind of youthsoon acquires a wrongbiasinimpor-tant questions,whichcanneverafterwardsbe effectually rectifiedTheseeds of heresy or even infidelity r-v thus be easily sown!and the Catholic parentmay discover toe be thathe himself hasbeenaccessory tosowing themby sending nis child to an unsafeschool, for animaginaryadvantageof apurely worldlykind.
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OPENINGOF ST.MARY'S BRANCH, H.A.C.8.5.,
NELSON.
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Monday, theBth inst., was theday fixedfor the formalopeningof
thisBranch. The Catholic school-room was tastefully decorated
forthe occasionwith flags and banners. Punctually at7 p.m.the
presiding officer,Mr.Chas. E. Bunny, took his seatonthe raised
platformat the north end of the school-room. Onhis right wastheEev.Father Garin, and Mr. C.E. Haughton,Presidentof the"Wellington Branch, on his left;the Eev.Father Bensfieldand
Mr.Broad,E.M. werepresent,andalso manymembers of thecon-
gregation.' Thebusinessofthemeetingwasopenedwith theusualprayerby theRev.FatherGarin, after which thepresiding officer
rose and read the usual address,at the conclusion of whichhedeclared the Branch duly opened. The candidates were theninitiated,andthe following gentlemen wereelectedoffice-bearers:—

President,Bro. A.Bunny;vice-President, Bro. J. Armstrongj
Secretary, Bro. C.Bunny; Treasurer, Bro. J. Bolton; Warden,
Bro. C. Seymour; Guardian, Bro. A. Frank. The followinggentlemen were elected Trustees-.—Bros. Chas. McGee, JohnJames,andEobfc. W. Stewart. ThePresident andvice-Preßident
then returned thanks for the high and responsible positions in
whichtheyhad respectively been placed. Mr.Haughtonalso,in
a fewwell-chosenremarks, saidit affordedhimgreatpleasuretobe
presenton the occasion. The "Angelus" wasthensaidby theEev.
FatherGarin andthemeetingclosed. Themembersthenadjourned
to the NelsonHotel where dinner was providedinHost McGee'sbeststyle;the roomwasnicely decoratedand welllighted. The
Presidentofthenewly formed Branch wasinthechair,supported
byFather Garin, andMr. Symmonds, head-masterof theNelson
College,onhisright, and Mr. McLean, M.P.C.,andMr.L.Broadonhisleft. The vice-chair wasoccupiedby thevice-President.The followingtoasts werethenproposedby the chairman:

—
ThePope (Band:"GodsavethePope,")theQueen,theGov-ernor,the SuperintendentandProvincialCouncil,coupledwiththenameof Mr.McLean. Mr.McLeanresponded.
The President in proposing the next toast

—
that of Bishopandtheclergy of the diocese, coupledwith thename of the gentle-

man onhis right, theEev. Father Garin
—

saidhe -was sure it wasone towhichallpresent would respond inamost heartymanner;thatthat gentlemanwas known to all of them as an oldfriend,
reveredpastor,and an excellent member of society;he hadbeeninthe Colony for aperiodextending overthirty-five years,twenty-
fiveof whichhave beenspentamongstthem in Nefaon. All whoknewthe dutieswhich his vocation called upon him toperform,
perfectlyunderstoodthe toils, fatigue, privationsanddangers hemust have undergone during that time, more especially in the
earlydays of thecolony. Any words ofhis (Mr. Bunny's) couldin
no wayexpresshis sentimentsorthe feelings ofrespectand venera-tion whichhe entertainedtowards him. He wouldalso take thisopportunity ofexpressinghis regretat the loss they wereabout to
sustain in the personof theEev.FatherBensfield.Thisgentleman,
he was sorry to say, was, in consequence ill health, and actingunder medical advice,obliged toleave them,atall events for sometime,and allwould joinhrm(Mr. Bunny) inhopingthathe might
!soon return completely restored to health. The toastwas drunkwithcheers andapplause.

FatherGarininreply saidthat it gavehim greatpleasure to
Irespondto this toast,more sowhenhe had torespondonbehalf of|the MostEev- Dr.Eedwood,who,in his earlyyouth wasunderhisjcare j he also referredto theapproachingdepartureofFatherBens-field who, through illhealth,wasabout toretirefromallworkfor
at leastsixmonths.

Mr. James thenroseandsaid it washispleasingduty topro-
pose the toastof the evening, and in doingsohe wishedtostate
that it wasowing to the effortsof Mr. Chas.Bunny that they weretherethat night; thatit wasowing to the steps Mr. Bunny hadtakenthat theyhadhadaBranchof the Society openedinNelson.Hehadgreatpleasureinproposing the toast of "The HibernianAustralasianCatholic Benefit Society," coupledwith the name ofMr.Chas. E. Bunny.— (Applause).

Mr. C.E.Bunnysaidhe thanked them sincerely for the verykindmanner this toasthadbeen proposed and respondadto, Hehad that day had thehonor of opening a Branch of this Society,the objectsof whichare topromote the religious andsocialwelfareof itsmembers, andcomposed solelyofCatholics withoutpartyandpolitical feelings,andwithoutsecrets. He statedthatit wasonly
in the year 1871 that this Society was formed by amalgamating
twoor three CatholicSocietiesinMelbourne;that since that timeithadsteadilyprogressedandnow therewereover80Branchesandbetween five and six thousand members. He thankedMr.Jamesfor the kind remarks he made in reference to himself,he (Mr.
Bunny) assured thosepresentthat what littlehe haddoneinpro-moting the interests of the Societyin Nelson, orthe assistancehehad given, had been to him a greatpleasure. He tookthisop-portunity toreturn his thanks to theEev.FathersGarinandBens-fieldfor thekindassistance theyhadgiven; to theExecutiveDirec-toryfor the willingmannerinwhich theyhadgrantedhis requests,andto the Charleston Branch fortheir kindnessinoffering to lendtheir regalia,. Liconclusionhehad tostate thatwhetherinNelson
orelsewhereheshouldlook backwithpleasureandprideto theBth
February,1875, the day he had the honor of opening St.Mary'sBranchatNelson.

— (Loud Applause).
Thenext toastwasproposedby the vice-Chairman,whichwas"

Kindred Societies." Mr.John Wigzell responded.
Mr. C.E. Bunnyproposed"Visiting Brethren," coupledwiththe nameofMr. C. E. Houghton.
Mr.Houghtoninacknowledging the toastexpressedthe grati-fication it afforded him to be present on this occasion;he hadconfidencein the success ofthe goodworks which it was the aim ofthe Society tocarryout, andhe felt sure thatwhenitsprinciplesandpractices weremore fully known and understoodthe numberofbrethren wouldbe greatlyaugmented, and. that by the annj.
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