
The followingqueerstoryis toldin the'AustralianSketcher*:—
"Iwas lately asked to stay to an early dinner at a friend's

house. Towardsthe endof it,Bridget appeared at thedoor, and
saidmysteriously,

'There's alady wants to see yon,ma'am.' 'A
lady !' saidmyhostess.

'Have you shown her intothe drawing-
room?'

'
Ihave not/ replied Bridget. *Where is she, then?'

askedher mistress. 'Shure she's in the kitchen, ma'am/ said
Bridget,'andit'sinagreathurry she is too.'

"
What au extra-

ordinary thing.saidmy hostess, rising.
'
Youreallymustexcuse

me for aminute.' Shereturnedinashorttime,laughing;andon
being asked whoher friendwas, gave the followingexplanation:

—
She went intothekitchen,and, seeingnoone there,askedBridget
where was the lady. 'Shure an'it'sme, ma'am/repliedBridget;'
Ididn'tknowhow to toss them pancakes myself/ andIdidn't

like tosay sobefore the strangegintleman!'
"

"" GeneralDot,"acelebratedAmerican dwarf fromCalifornia,
onexhibitioninParis, diedrecently at the Hotel des Estranges,
81, Peublo street, in that city. He was buried on the 11th of
Novemberinthe cemeteryof Cayenne. The coffin ofaninfant was
toolarge for the poorlittle General;acigar-box wouldhave been
amply sufficient. His funeral was attended by the generality of
the livingphenomena whichareexhibitedatthe localfestivities of
the townsin the vicinity of Paris. A giant,sevenfeet fourinches
high, themost intimate friend of the deceased, was the bearerof
his ceffin, whichhe carried delicately in theright hand,weeping
bitterly, Then walkeda showman, an Americanby thenameof
Gibbs;thenanindividual well-knownby thedenominationof the"Sugar-loaf Fellow," whose long taperingheaddelights the spec-
tatorsatall the fairs;then the "Skeleton Man," and a woman
with three arms j andlast of allfourorfivelearned dogs, thegreat
favouritesof the General, and which, as well as poorDot, were
exhibitedby Mr.Gibbs. The singular funeralprocessionwalked,
leaped,hobbledand trotted through the streets with averysorry
deportment, to the great amazement of the passers-by j andon
theirreturn fromthe cemeterythey were orderedby thepolice to
disperse,anorder which they immediately obeyed,

Thenews whicharrivedby the hist mail that an Austrian
lieutenanthadattractedgreatattentionon theContinentbyriding
from Vienna toParis, a distance of 600 miles in 15 days onone
horse has suggested another race against time to aMelbourne
amateur sculler, whooffers to back himself for .£2OO to row750imiles in15 days,or1000milesin 151 days. The 'BendigoAdver-
tiser

'
states thatthe featof riding ahorse from ViennatoParis

—
adistance of 700 miles

—
in15 days, giving an averageof alittle

more than46miles aday,hasbeen surpassed in Victoria;forthe
Win. Balsillie

—
for abet of J*70

—
drovehis horse 700 miles in14

days,between SandhurstandNewbridge, orat therateof 50miles
aday, andat the endof the journey the animal was as fresh and
spiritedas whenhestarted.

The London'Daily News
'

recently published the following
statementconcerning itsissue of Saturday, the 21st ult.:

— "This
issue was, so far as we know, in respect of breadth, length,and
solidcontents, the largest newspaper without a supplement ever
published. Its printedmatter wasnearly equal to that contained
inthreenumbers of the 'Cornhill

'
or the'Gentleman'sMagazine/

wasmore than is contained in the " Edinburgh Review/ or the'Quarterly/ andexceededthe proportions of two volumes of the
averagenovel. The pieces of metal lying within the sixty-four

Icolu gns were1,044,009 innumber. The paper on which it was
printedwasrolled oncylinders, a single onof whichholds aroll of
fourandahalf miles inlengthj eachcopy was deliveredfrom the
machineprintedonboth sides,and duly cut from thecylindrical
webof paper;and the whole edition was printed on five of the
Walter machines at the rateof 50,000 copiesanhour,"

The approaching marriage is announced of a grand-daughter
] ofFenhnorc Cooper toa grand-nephewofWashingtonIrving.

WAIFS AND STRAYS.
The Consumption op an Ordinary Lifetime.

—
Our young

readers have a big task before them, if this calculation of the
amount of foodeaten by aman in half a century becorrect, but
theyneed not be discouraged, and should take things leisurely.
He wouldhave toclimbagood sizedhill tooverlook thearticles;
for they comprise 30 oxen, 200 sheep, 100 calves, 200 lambs, 50
pigs, 1,200 chickens, 3,000 turkeys, 193 pigeons, 140 pounds of
ealmon, 150pounds of other fish, 30,000 oysters, 6,443poundsof
vegetables,244 poundsof butter, 24,000 eggs, 4^ tons ofbread,
8,000 gallons of tea and coffee, besides tons of fruit, barrels of
Bweetmeats, andhogsheads of water.

NotaBadJoke.
—

An incidentofasomewhatamusingnature
occurredatameeting of the ChristchurchCouncilafewdays since.
The time arrived for the opening of tenders for the cartage of
rubble,andCouncillorCalvert, onwhomthatdutyusually devolves,
proceededtoopenthebatchofletters handedtohimby the Town
Clerk. To theastonishmentof all, the firsthe opened was

— not a
tender, but a"Valentine specially dedicated to his Worship the
Mayor. Itis needlesstosay that theincidentcaused considerable
merriment, theMayorjoininghisbrothercouncillorsinthe laughter
that ensued. Councillor Calvert proceeded, and two or three
genuine enclosures werebroughtjtplight oneaftertheother j then
cameanotherValentineaddressedtoCouncillorGapes,and lastly a
secondfor hisWorship. The letters were allmarked"tenders,"
andtherewasnothing whatevertoleadthe Town Clerk tosuspect
thenatureof their contents. It was suggested thatperhapsthe
"cabbies"knew somethingabout them.

TheMotjth as an Indexof Character.
—

The mouth is the
frankestpart of the face. Itcan the least conceal thefeelings.
We can neither hide the ill-temper with it nor good. We may
affect|whatweplease,butaffectationwillnot helpus. Inawrong
causeit will only makeourobservers resenttheendeavor toimpose
upon them. A mouth should be of good natural dimensions, as
wellasplump inthe lips. Whentheancientsamong theirbeauties,
made mention of small mouths and lips, they meant small as
opposedtoan excess the other way,a fault very commonin the
South. The saying infavorof small mouths, whichhavebeenthe
ruinof somany pretty looks, arevery absurd. If theremustbe
anexcess either way it had better be the liberal one. Apretty
pursedup mouthisfit fornothingbut tobelefttoits complacency.
Largemouthsare oftener found in union with generous disposi-
tions than very small ones. Beauty should have neither, buta
reasonablelook of openness anddelicacy. Itis anelegance inlips,
when,insteadof makingsharpanglesatthe cornersofthe mouth,
they retaina certainbreadth to the veryverge,andshow the red.
The corner thenlookspaintedwith afree andliberalpencil.

Chinese Printing-.— Printing abook inChina isdone somewhat
as follows (says the '-New Zealand Times '):

—
Two pages are written

by a person trained to thebusiness, ona sheet of thin paper, divided
into columnsby black lines, and in the space between the two pages
are written the title of the work and the numberof chapterandpage ;
when the sheethas been printed,itis foldeddown throughtLis space,
bo as tobring thetitle, &c, partly on each page. The sheet, when
ready for printing, is pasted,face downwards, on a smooth block of
wood,made usually from thepear or plum tree. Assoonas itis dry,
thepaper is rubbed off with great care, leaving behind an inverted
impressionof the characters. Another workman now cuts away the
blank spaces by means of a sharp graver, andthe block,with the
characters inhigh relief, passes to theprinter,whoperforms the work
by hand. The twopoints thathehas to be most careful about arc—
to ink the characters equally withhis brush,and to avoid tearing the
paper when taking the impression. From agood woodenblock some
15,000 copies may be printed, and when the characters have been
Bharpenedup a little it is possible to obtain 8,000 or 10,000 mdre
impressions.

A BahhißTEß.'s idea of a Heifer.— At the Quarter Sessions
yesterday (says the

'Burrangong Chronicle '), while alearnedadvocate
was cross-examininga witness in a case whereaman was charged "with
cattle-stealing,some diffi>"Hy arose about the stolen animal inques-
tion having one or two >a\ uy . ?. when the learned gentleman
askedin most serious manne-

" """ - .er thehindknees were bandy
as wellas the front." His Honor -ew attention to the fact that a
heifer hadonly two knees, which announcement was receivedby an
out-burst of laughter from the attendance, and thebarrister looked
eomewhatastonishedandcrestfallen.

The Lesson of Grattan's Life.— Eeader if you be anIrish
Protestant, andentertain liars!! prejudices against your Catholic
fellow-countrymen

— study theworks andlifeofGrattan
—

learnfrom
him for nonecanteach youbetter,how topurify yournature from
bigotry. Learn fromhim to lookuponall your countrymenwitha
lovingheart

—
tobe tolerant of infirmities,causedby their unhappy

history
—

and like Grattan, earnestly sympathise with allthat is
braveandgenerous intheir character. Reader!if youbeanIrish
Catholic, and that you confound the Protestant religion with
tyranny,learn from Grattan, that itis possible tobea Protestant
and have a heart for Ireland and its people. Think that the
brightest ageofIreland was whenGrattan

—
asteady Protestant

—
raisedit to proud eminence;think also that in the hour of his
triumphhedidnotforget the state of your oppressedfathers,but
laboured through his life, that both you and your children
sho\ildenjoyunshackledliberty ofconscience. But,reader!whether
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Severalverysignificant wordsinthe aboveletterwereomittedin the Germanpapers. Itiseasy to fillup the gaps, whichindeed

are eloquent enough as they stand in describing the state
of the country. The oppressor's foot is upon the victim's
throat. Everygroan, every sigh is stifled. Who will dare tohint
that theState is persecuting, or doing more than acting inself-
defenceagainst theVaticandecrees?

youbeaProtestantoraCatholic,whatever"be yourparty,you will
do wellas anIrishmantoponderuponthespiritandprinciples which
governed thepublic andprivatelife of Grattan. Learnfromhim
himhow toregardyour countrymenofalldenominations. Observe,
as he did, how very much that is excellentbelongs toboththe
greatparties into whichIreland is divided. If,as some do,yonen-
tertain dispiriting views of Ireland, recollectthatany country,con-
taining such elements,as those whichroused the genius of Grattan
neednever despair. Sursum corda. Be not disheartened.

—
From'Memoir of Henry Gattan/ by D.O. Madden.

How the GkeenlandersDress.
—

A correspondent with the
late Juanita expeditionsaysof theGreenlanders thattooneigno-
rant of theirstyleof dress,and the similarityof the dress of both
sexes,it wouldbe difficulttodistinguish themanfrom the woman.
The man combs hishair straight down andoverhis forehead,only
partingit sufficiently to enablehim to see directly ahead of him,
while thewomancombsherhair inalong plait, forming it into a
knoton the top of the head,which is elevatedabout four inches
fromthescalp, andtiedwithastrip of ribbon either of a black;
blue, or red color

—
the widow being distinguished by a black

ribbon,the wifeby ablue,and the maidfen by the red one. The
complexionis coppery, like that of the Indian,theirhairblack,and
their nose flat, while their cheekbones are broad and prominent,
nearlyhiding the nasal appendage when the profile is presented.
The kepetah, or jumper, with hood attachment, worn by both
sexes, the hood of the woman's being much larger, in whichto
carry the youngbabe, is of sealskin, with trimmings of dogskin.
Thepantaloonsandboots arealsowornbyboth sexes,thoseof the
woman being in most cases very elaborately and artistically
trimmed. The pantaloons of the womenreachonlyto theknee,
whiletheboots,madeof finely tannedsealskin,nicely crimpedand
sewedwiththe sinews of the deer, make them lookcomfortable.
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