
LENTEN PASTORAL FOR 1875.
Patrick, bt tbs Gbacs of God andFavobof the Holt Sim;

Bishop ofDunbdik.
to ths cxxbqtamd laittof said dlocisi,hxai/thin thxlobs

ANDBINIDICTION.
DeabltBelovxdBbkthben,—

The Holy Season of Lent begins this year on the 10thFebruary, Ash Wednesday, and ends on 28thMarch,EasterSun-
day. At the endof this Pastoral you will findascheduleof the
regulations for the fast and abstinence of this penitential time,
whichwe havemade invirtueof special facultiesreceivedfromtheHoly See, and after duly considering the circumstances of thisDiocese.

On previous occasions we called your attention to the all-
importantquestionof education,and urged onyou thenecessity-of
providing Catholicschools for Catholic children. Itis consoling
andencouraging tobeabletobear witness to thedocilityand zeal
with whichyou have respondedto this call. Although compara-
tively few and poor,you have established and maintainedmany
excellent schools forboth sexes at your own sole expense. But
thoughmuchhasbeendone, the work,itmay with truth be said,
has only commenced. Nothing like adequateprovision for even
themost elementaryeducationof ourchildren has yet been made.
Renewed exertions, therefore, will be demandedof all;and the
faithful of thisdiocesewillhave to prepare themselves for.greatsacrifices, in order tohanddown to their children the faith once
deliveredtothesaints,and withoutwhich"itis impossibletopleas*
God."— Heb. xi.v. 6.

Youmust trust inGodandyourownexertionsalone;fromthe
Governments

—
Provincial and General

—
you can expectnothing.

The Governments refuseus allaid. So far as weareconcerned,all
Government schoolsin this 010(5686 areGodlessand hostile to the
Catholic church. Catholicscannotfrequent them withoutexposing
themselvestogrievous dangers to their faithandmorals. Of theseschools, therefore, Catholicscannotavail themselvesexceptincases
of verygreat necessity, and when

—
such necessitybeing supposed—

everypossibleprecautionis takento wardoffall dangers to faith
andmorals. Parents andguardians shouldbear inmindthatthey
are responsible for the children under their charge, and often
reflecton these wordsof the Apostle:"Hethat neglects hisown,
particularly thoseof hisownhousehold,haslost thefaith, andhas
become worsethananinfidel;" and again on these wordsof our
DivineMaster:"What will it availamantogain thewholeworld
if helose hisownsoul,or whatwillamangive inexchangeforhis
soul?"

We, therefore, most earnestlyexhortall to exert themselvea
toestablish andmaintain efficient Catholic schools whereverit is
possibleto do so;andwe callupon theclergy

—
who,indeed,hare

not been wanting in this matter
—

to exert themselves with the
greatest zeal and perseverance in the great cause of Catholic
education. Nothing but such an education can save the rising
generation from the baneful influence of the infidel systems of
education so characteristicof thiscentury andso fashionableinthis
Colony.

Our Holy Father is still aprisoner in the Vatican, and de-
pendenton the almsof the faithfulfor themeans of carrying on
the Government of the Church. It is our duty to aid him in
every way in our power. Whilst, therefere, we supplicate the
Throne ofMercy in hisbehalf, letusbe generous in our almson
nextGoodFriday. Forwe ordain thatonthisday—

the Anniver-
saryof the Crucifixion of our Divine Redeemer— a collectionbe
made forHisHolinessin all the missions of this Diocese. The
amount thuscollectedis tobe forwardedto us as soon as possible
for transmissiontoBorne.

Youare aware that not onlyin Italy, wheretheworkof the
spoliationandplunderstillprogresses,butalsoinotherlands— a*in
Germany andSwitzerland— Catholics are subjected toa fierceper-
secution onaccount oftheir faith. Our enemies inthesecountries
havedeterminedto uproot theCatholic faith, andutterly destroy
the CatholicChurch. For thispurpose theyhavebanishedCatholic
bishopsandpriests,closedCatholicschools, forbiddentheeducation
ofpriests,intruded suspendedandimmoral ecclesiasticsin defiance
ofthe sacredcanonsand theindignant remonstranceofthe faithful,
and seized on Catholic property Nothing, almost, that wicked
legislation and tyrannous administration can do has beenleft
undone to|break up the Ministryof theChurch and impede her
action. Those whoendure such terriblewrongsareour brethren,
memberswithus of the oneuniversal fold— -the mystic body of
Christ. Let us give them our sympathy,andat least the aid of
ourferventandperseveringprayers.

During thisholyseasonpray for theconversion of tinners and
unbelievers,praythatallmay come to theknowledgeof thetruth," that theremaybe onefoldandoneshepherd" (Johnzt.16).

Pray also for our Holy Father, and the liberty and inde-
pendenceof the Church;ana thatamercifulProvidence majsend

Saturday, Feb. 6, 1875.] NEW ZEALANDTABLET.
"Hibernian" Societies mayhave had anything to do with this
happychangeIdon'tknow. Godgrant the change may be per-
manent. The peopleandPressofDunedinandChristchurch don'tseem so liberally disposed to Catholics as those of Auckland.
Southern Presbyterianism andaristocratic Anglocism seem un-
congenial to truecharity in the colony.

Thisletterwas meant for the Auckland* Herald/ but,as from
itslengthandotherobviousreasons it was likely toberejected,I
sendit to you forpublication.

Laic.
Auckland,January,1875.

Queensland, inwhich our present Governor, LordNormanby, took
thelead. On the occasion of Archbishops Polding andVaughan
going to Brisbane to consecrate a new cathedral in thatthriving capital, the community, Protestant and Catholic,
invited themtoacivicbanquetin the TownHall. LordNormanby
presided,andit is needless tosay acquittedhimself withgraceand
tact. Consideringthepurposefor whichthis largemixedassemblyhad met,itmust haverequirednot a little tactanddelicacyin thechairmantoavoid givingoffence. Among other things hesaidhecouldnotunderstandhow anyfeelingof religious animosity shouldbe keptaliveinthese colonies. The Protestants acted according
to theirreligious convictions;Catholics had a perfect right todo
thesame. Headded that the Catholics wereabout to build acathedralinBrisbane which,whenfinished,wouldbeagreatorna-mentto the town;andhe only hopedthat this would provokethe/Protestantstodothe same,butwhichthey werenotlikely todoinhis reign,ashe wasso soon to leaveforNewZealand. Thiswasatonceacompliment to theCatholicguests,and acutting, butgoodhumoured,reproachtotheProtestant, more numerous andricherportionofthepopulation. TheCatholicsofAuckland areabout toerectanewcathedral, whichitis hopedwillbeaconspicuousorna-ment to our picturesque city. The Protestants, who aremorenumerousand faTricher, and equally religious, Bhoulddo solike-wise. Whether on the occasionof laying the foundationstoneof anewSt. Patrick'sCathedralinAuckland the community, Catholicand Protestant,will invite the assembledBishops to a civilban-
quet, to be presided over by Lord Normanby, as inBrisbane,
remains tobe seen. Any how,aportion of the funds for erectingthatcathedralhasalready been generally contributed byProtes-testants— aproofofgood will^which is ,even"moresignificant thanacivic banquetwouldbe.

It seems a &*&& but very common error to suppose thatCatholicsareoffended atreligious zeal in their Protestantneigh-bours. ProvidedthatProtestant zeal be temperedwith liberalityand fraternalcharity itought to gratify and not offendCatholics,because whateverimproves the moralandreligious tone ofProtes-tant communitiesexercisesawholesomeinfluenceonCatholics,andcontrariwise,a low standard of moral and religious feeling andaction amongProtestantsis sure tobreedirreligionandvice amongtheirCatholicneighbours. By the way, the Masonic body havegainedandnot lostby the secession of Lord Eipon, seeing theyhave nowgot aRoyal, instead of a noble or right hon., Grand-masterby the change. No wonder they comport themselveswithdignity ! Whether there beany religious or politicalsignificance
fairly attributable to the Prince's acceptance of the Grand-
mastershipis a ticklish question,andof averyexplosivekind.TheLondon 'Times

'
calls theMasonicbody a "harmlessandbenevolent association." This is to speak modestly. But theythemselves profess and declare that they have "grand aims."What these gi#nd aims are theyknowbest themselves. Thepro-

fane vulgaroutside the craftare either entirely ignorant of them
or know themvery partially, Omne ignotum pro magnifico. Thegrandaims being wraptin secrecy or mystery must be takenon
trustas somethingreally and truly magnificent. If by

"
grandaims

"
bemeant the promotionof fraternallove,honesty, and jus-tice, we canallunderstandthat. But,then,as amatter of facttheChurch overwhichthe Pope presides professes to have the very

samegrandaims. ThePopeand the Prince of Walespresideoverrivalinstitutions. Catholicscannotwellbe faithful tobothestab-lishments—the Masonicbody andtheChurch. They mustbeware
of trying to serve two rivalmasters. No offence to Masons orothers. Ispeak only ofMasonic consistency. There is this alsotobeconsidered:the Prince, as G.M., and his "MerryMasons

"
ignorenot only the power,but the very existence ofall revealedreligion. Theyseek toattain their

"
grandaims

"
withoutits aid.It is unnecessary,or rather obstructivein their view, to thepromo-

tion of universal charity or benevolence. Now, being but an
ignorantPapist,Icannot be expected to be possessedofPlato'sfaculty of "reasoning well," yet it does seem to me that the
Princes position, as head of the Masonic body, is somewhat
anomalousand inconsistent. That body professes to regenerate
society withouttheaidof Christ's religion, or any Church. But
thePrince will oneday, it is to be hoped,be "Visible Head of
theChurch of England," and evennow is the most prominent
member of thatChurch of England. lamtheninafix toreconcile
his two

"Headships." Will someMasonhelpme out ?
Theonly pieceof rudeness to LordEiponIhave seen on thisoccasion,as wellas toCatholicsgenerally, appearedinthe *Tunes'

articlerepublishedlatelyby you. He there does not hesitate to
bintor imply thatLordEipon'sreasonhas given way, that he is,
inplainEnglish"mad," or, ifnot that, he has ceasedtohaveany
claim tobe regarded as an "Englishman." The Catholics who
"^yebeen bornof Catholic parents and reared as Catholics the*Times' thinks "harmless," sheer no-bodies in a politicalsense,
andnot worthnoticing. Butwith"converts

"
likeLordEiponthecase is different. They arenot harmless, butlikely tobepowerful

for mischief. Now, all this appears tomenot only veryunman-
nerly,but, forsuchapaper as the London 'Times/ very foolish
and nonsensical, Acolonial journal would havebeenashamedof
it. Possiblythe Otago

"
Times' itself would have blushed with

shameif itfounditself writinganything sosenseless andridiculous,
andit is not very nice in.the of weapons wherewithto
attack Catholics.

By theway,Ihave formerly seenit hintedor assertedinyour
paperby somecorrespondent,andthe same hasbeen,ifImistake
not,broachedevenon the Magisterial Bench, that the criminal
class inthis colonyis drawnchiefly from those oftheIrishCatholic
persuasion. Whateverground for this opinionmayhaveformerly
existed,now the case is altered. Last CriminalCalendar inthis
provincecontained only oneCatholic. The rest belonged toother
.denominations,a factat which the Catholic*body may well feel
gratified. Whether Good Templarism or the influence of the
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