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Ix another column will ba found the Leuten Paostoral of His
Lordship the Most Rev. Dr. Moran, which will be read in all the
churches of the diceese to-morrow, next Wednesday being Ash
Wednezday.

A SPECIAL meeting of the Hiborninn Society was held on Monday
evening, to take into considerstion matters in commection with the
newly organised band. During the evening it was decided to celebrate
8t. Patrick’s Day with the nsual dinner.

TyuzspAx last being the festival in commemoration of the pre-
sentation of our Divine Lovd in the Temple of Jerusslem, aund the
FPurification of his Blessed Mother, the ceremony of blessing the
candles took place in 8t. Joseply's before the seven o’clock Mass; and
in the course of the day the children attending the Dominican Convent
Schools, renewed their baptismal vows. In connection with the
Convent 8chools we have been requested to bring under the notice
of parents and guardisns that the Christmas vacation being at an end,
the classes were resumed on Monday last.

Ir appears that we were in error in stating last week that the
man Walters, who has been committed for frial for causing the
death of the man Holmes, was a (German. We have been visited
by a gentleman of that nationality, who informs us that Walters is
a Chanhel Island man, being a native of Jersey. We make this
corraction with pleasure, as we agree with onr inforrnant that each
nation should only be credited with the misdeeds of its sons.

A mEETING Of the members of the Dunedin Press Clob was
held at the rooms on Saturday evening, the chair being oceupied
by the Vice-President, The office-bearers having been elected on
the starting of the club merely for three months, a re-election took

lace for oftice-bearers for the ensning twelve months. The Presi-

ent, Vice-President, T'reasurer, and Secretary were re-elected with~
ont opposition ; but fresh candidates coming forward for a seat on
the committee, a ballot was taken, resulting in the return of the
following :—Messrs. Dungan, Bracken, Cole, Nicholls, and Utting.
A new rule was passed, to enable members of the up-country Press
to join the club; and affer other matters of a rvoutine nature
had been transacted, the meeting adjourned. .

By the Otago, which renched Port Chalmers on Tuesday morning,
we are in possession of English news to the 23rd nlt. The intelli-
gence, however, is not of a very startling nature. The crusade against
the Church is still at its height, and the venerable Archbishop of
Cologne Lus been again fined 306,000 thalers, and o threat held out of
imprisonment being added to his punishment. The Most Rev. Dr. Man-
ning was on & visit to the Holy Futher, and it is more thun probable
that the Archibishop will retwen with a Cardinal’s hat. Some of the
under current of the scheming of the German Chancellor came to the
enrface during the trial of Count von Arnim, which has aroused an
intense feeling of indignation in France. In a despatch which was
produced from Bismarck to,the German representative at the Tuilleries,
the following passsge occurs :—* I cannct but wish France weak, and
deem it inadvisable to stregthem hor by coutributing to the esta-
blishment of o wonarchy.” As might have been expected, this ex-
pression of feeling has caused profound indignation in the hearts of
Frenchmen, and has laid bave the unsgerupulous designs of this imma-
culate reformer. The usual catalogue of calamities is reported,
emongst which the casualties at sea take precedence. The Panama
wmail steamor Japan shared the fate of the Cospatrick, on the passage

from San Francisco to Hong Kong, and, out of 483 passengers on ;
board, but 117 escaped. The loss is also chronicled of the magni- [

ficent steamer Mongol, well known in this port, whieh struck upon a
rock some twenty miles from Hong Kong, resulting in her total de-
struction, and the loss of the captain, his wife, and o number of pas-
sengers. In Continental matters, s Madrid despateh statee tlat King
Alphonso bas issued a manifesto to his subjects, promising to initinten
liberal policy, and offering o complete amnesty to all who will lay down
their arms and acknowledge his sovereignty., Xt is also rwmored hint
Espartero, the celebrated Spanish statesman, is dead.

On Wednesday evening (says the ‘Mount Ida Chronicle’) a
pleasing presentation was made to My, W, Gramitt, of the Bank of
New South Wales, at _the residence of the Rev. E. Royer, Naseby.
‘The rev. gentloman addressed those present, relating the services
given by that gentleman so readily fo the Church as far back as
1864, at Hamilton: services which, after he (Father Royer) had
removed to_Hokitika, had been continued to his successors in the
diastrict, and when he returned back until the time of the building
of the new church had been continued, as before, to himgelf and to
his congregation. Mr, John Dillon presented o very handsomely
framed and illuminated address to the rev. gentlemen, who handed
it to Mr. Gramitt. After the reading of the address, the Com.
mittee appointed for the presentation left St. Patrick’s Presbytery,
and repaired to Mr. J. Cogan’s residence, with Mr. Grumitt and hig
friends, where a very pleasant evening was spent. A number of
toasts were given and responded to—< The Catholic Church
throughout New Zealand,” < W. Grumitt, Esq.,” * Prosperity to
Mount Ida,” * The local Press,” &c., the party breaking up about
ten o'clock. Mr. Cogan had spared no pains in preparing the
supper-table, on which were placed all manmer of fruit and
delicacies. We append a copy of the address presented :— Naseby,
31st December, 1674, W. Grumitt, Bsq.: My dear sir—I cannot

pormit this solemn and holy season to pass away without at least '

giving expression to my heartfelt gratitude, and that of my flock,
for the many acts of Christian philantrophy, ¢ in promoting by your
voluntary services as organist to 8t. Patrick’s Church the glory of
God, which you have so freely and gerevously rendered when
requested. We fully apyr:ciate this sacrifice of time and labor,
which you so kindly placed at the disposal of the congregation, hut
Ifear I am unable to find werls suticiently adequate to express
our grateful acknowledgements. Accept, my dsar sir, my personal
sentiments, and I pray that the Lord Jesus will afford you and
yours the blessing and protection He can bestow on true Christiang;

and T earnestly hope that thisblessing, given with a free heart, may
be visibly manifested before the close of the year 1875, which I
pray you will happily enjoy. Believe e, with much esteem, regard,
and respect, on behalf of myself and flock, ever to remain, my dear
air, g)oura very obediently in the Lord, Emmanuel Royer, Catholic
pastor.”

The Housa of Representatives is to undergo snother meta.
morplhiosis hefore Parlinment meets this year. Economy is to give
way 1o elaboration, and the rough deal saw-marked desks ond shabby
seats will no longer offend the eye and evoke the scsthing eriticiam of
the honorable member for Newton, Mr. Swanson. The drapings of
the Chamber are again to be changed for others, which are on their
way from England, and the seats are to be covered in masroon rep.
The cffect, says the ¢ Now Zealand Times,’ cannot very well be con-
ceived until the alterations have been effected, but it is still question-
able if the present green curtains will be very much improved wpon.
These, however, are the least important of the changes absolutely re-
quired, for they do not touch the radieal defect in the building—its
acoustic hmperfection. °

One of the passengers on board the Cospatrick, Frederick King, was
brother of Mr. Alfred King, a reportor on the staff of the Auckland
‘ Evening Star.,) Mr. King loft London to come to New Zealand by
the Norihfleet, which was run down in the Channel. He was one of
the saved on that occasion, and took passage by the Cospatrick, ap-
parently to meet the fate he so narrowly escaped when on board the
Northfleet.

The Melbourne ‘Telegraph * mentions that areunion of somewhat
couliar interest took piace on the 2nd Decsmber, at Melton, Victoria.
n that day Mr, Dalrymple Keating completed hie seventieth year,

and a number of his friends met to celebrate the event of his attaining
the honorable age of three-score years and ten. 'Whatb gave z special
interest to the birthday was tho fact that Mr. Xeating was the first
child born of Europenns in Tasmania, and is, therefore, probably the
oldest Australizn © native ** alive. Seventy yenrs ago, then the “little
stranger ™ was especizlly, honored by, Lady Paterson, the Governor's
wife.
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Within six years, on the coast of Canada, ninety-sight new light.
houses bave been built, four new lightships established, and ten new
steam fog-alarms; forty-eight more lighthouses, eight fog-alarms, and
twvo lightships are in course of construction. .

A court-martial has dismissed from Her Mnjesty’s ship Apgin.
court, Sub-Lieutenant Jobn Campbell Mackenzie, for having been
absent from his ship for one night. He was alse deprived of six
months’ seniority, )

Two monks and nine workmen have periehed in o snowdrift nerp
the Grent St. Bernard Monastery. .

While witnessing a game of base ball out West, o boy was slruck
on the back of his head, the bawl came out of his mouth.

The announcement is made that the memoirs of Talleyrand wilk
be published in a_few months, when the 30 years, during which he
directed by his will that they should remuin in manuseript, will have
expired,

? Temple Bar has now to be propped up; so it will be formally
taken away from its prosent position, where it is an obstruction to
- traflic, and re-evected as an entrance to the new Law Courts near by,
There died in the Pioton hospital- the other day a mar named
| Philip Waite, who, not many years ago, hed monsy suilicient to spend
| £900 in a spree in o fortnight at Melbourne. He was the first man Lo

drive sheep from South Australia overland to Melbourne.
I A private in the Boyal Enginecers, stationed at Chatham, de-
liberately laid his hand on the rails in fromt of an avameing train,
' and the member was completely crushed. A desire to quit the
! service was the motive for this act of self-mutilation.

The veteran cricketer of England, Mr. C. Absolon, now over 70
years of age, has performed wonderfully during the last season in
the “old country,” making 1066 runs, and taking 500 wickets. His
batting average is 15, and his howling average being six runsa
wicket, these being secured in good matches. ]

The largest plate of glass ever manufartured in the Tnited Btates
was recently cast in Indinna. Tt is 184 x 01 inches. .

"The * Japan Mgil® describes the city of Yeddo as a mirecle of
cleanliness, “ Notwithstanding the foet which tread the strects, they
are as clean a3 the seldom visited parks of the aristocyacy. No person
throws paper or any veiuse in the streets.”

The Pops gave an audience on November 23, to the Duke of
| Norfolk and his two sisters.
| Verdi, the composer, has heen created an Italian senator.

i A wager, attended with somewhat unpleasant consequences, was
lately made at Eton. An IStonian undertook to swallow a cerlain
| nmrber of eggs pnd volls in a specified time, and accomplished his ob-
" jeet, but has been dangerously ili ever since. ]
Dr. Livingstone's camp equipient was lately sold by auction, and
» produced & total of £28 4s. The highest priecs were £8 10s for the
late traveller’s fowling picce, and £35 10s for his pocket filter and cup,
" while n lot of five air pillows, gaiters, and one black glove fetched £4,
" and a couple of egg-cups sold for 17s. .

A mysterions Lusket, addressed to the station master at Clapham
Junetion, on being opened wa.st lfouni_t’oo oonts;}m 8 i[wxﬁ rggﬂg
- 'The station master declining the gift, a porter voluntc A)
acceph it, and took the basket and c¢hild. On lifting the child £800
was found in the basket. The story goes that the station master
then demanded the basket and its contents, which the poyter very
properly refused to give wp. One can hardly doubt to which of the
two the mother would entrust her child. . .

T is stated that a Swede has discovered a new explosive com-
pound which exceeds in power all knewn explosives, and is free
from the dangers which attach to most of them. -




