
NEWS IN BRIEF.
1 Within six years, on the coast ofCanada, ninety-eightnew light*
ihouseshave been built, four new lightships established, and tennew

steam fog-alarms;forty-eightmore lighthouses, eight fog-alarms,and
two lightshipsareincourse ofconstruction.

A court-martial has dismissed from Her Majesty's drip Agin-
court, Sub-Lieutenant John Campbell Mackenzie, for having been
absent from his ship for one night. He was also deprived of six
months' seniority.

Two monksandnine workmen have perishedina snowdriftnerr
the Great St.BernardMonastery.

While witnessinga game of baseball out West, aboy wasstruck
on theback ofhis head, thebawl came out ofhis mouth.

The annoiincemcnt is made that the memoirsof Talleyrand will
jbe publishedin a few months, when the 30 years,during whichhe
directedby his will that they should remain inmanuscript, willhave
expired.

TempleBar has now to be propped up;so it willbe formally
taken away from its present position, where it is anobstruction to
traffic, andre-erected as anentrance to thenew Law Courts nearby.

There died in the Picton hospital- the other day amannamed
Philip Waite, who,notmany years ago, hadmoney sufficient to spend
£900 in a spree inafortnight at Melbourne. He was the first man to
drive sheep from South Australia overlandto Melbourna.

| A privatein theRoyalEngineers, stationed at Chatham,de-
liberately laidhishandon the rails in front of anavancing train,
and themember was completely crushed, A desire to quit the

1 service was themotive for this actof self-mutilation.
\ Tiie veterancricketer of England,Mr. C. Absolon,now over70Iyearsof age,hasperformed wonderfully during the last seasonin
the "oldcountry," making1066 runs,andtaking500 wickets. His
batting average is 15, andhis bowling average being six runsa
wicket,thesebeing securedingoodmatches.

The largest plate of glass ever manufactured in theUnitedStates
wasrecently cast inIndiana. Itis 184 x9linches.

The
'Japan Mail

'
describes the city of Yeddo as a miracle of

cleanliness.
"

Notwithstanding the feetwhich tread the streets, they
are as clean as the seldomvisitedparks of thearistocracy. Noperson
throws paper or any refuse in the streets."

The Pope gave an audience on November 23, to the Duke of
!Norfolk andhis two sisters.
| Verdi, the composer, has beencreatedanItaliansenator.
j Awager,attended with somewhat unpleasant consequences, was
latelymade atEton. An Etonian undertook to swallow a certain
number of eggs androllsina specifiedtime, andaccomplished his ob-
ject, butLas been dangerously illever since.

Dr.Livingstone's camp equipment was lately soldby auction, and
'produceda total of £28 4s. The highest prices were £8 10s for the
late traveller'sfowlingpiece, and £5 10s"for his pocket filter and cup,

1 whilea lot of five air pillows,gaiters,and oneblack glove fetched £4,
and a coupleof egg-cups sold for17s.

i A mysterious l>,t,.&et, addressed to the stationmaster at Clapham
Junction, on being opened was found to contain a living child.'The station master declining the gift, a porter volunteered to
accept it, andtook thebasket andchild. On liftingthe child ,£BOO

was foundin thebasket. The storygoes that the station master
then demandedthe basketandits contents, which the porter very
properly refusedto giveup. One canhardly doubt to whichof the
two themother wouldentrust her child.

Itis statedthataSwede has discovered anew explosivecom-
poundwhich exceedsin power aU knewn explosives,and is free
fromthe dangers which,attachtomost of them.

In another column will be found the Lenten Pastoral of His
Lordship the Most Rev. Dr. Moran, which will be read in all the
churches of the diocese to-morrow, next Wednesday being AshWednesday.

A specialmeetingoftheHibernianSociety was heldonMonday
evening, to take into considerationmatters in connection with thenewly organisedband. During the eveningit wasdecided to celebrate
St.Patrick's Day with theusual dinner.

Tuesday last being the festival, in commemorationof thepre-
sentation ofour Divine Lordin theTemple of Jerusalem, and thePurification of his Blessed Mother, the ceremony of blessing thecandles took placeinSt. Joseph'sbefore the seven o'clock Mass j andin the courseofthe day the childrenattending theDominican ConventSchools, renewed their baptismal vows. In connection with tli9ConventSchools we have been requested to bring under thenotice
ofparents andguardians that theChristmas vacationbeing atan end,
the classes wereresumed onMonday last.

Itappears that wewereinerror instatinglast week that theman Walters, whohasbeen committed for trial for causing the
death of the manHolmes, was a German. We have beenvisited
by agentlemanof thatnationality, who informs usthat Waltersisa Channel Islandman, being a native of Jersey. We make thiscorrection withpleasure,as we agree with our informant thateach
nation shouldonly be creditedwith themisdeeds ofits sons.

A meeting of the members of the Dunedin Press Club washeld atthe rooms on Saturdayevening, the chair being occupied
by theVice-President, The office-bearers havingbeenelectedonthe starting of the club merely for threemonths,are-electiontook
place for office-bearers for the ensuing twelvemonths. ThePresi-dent,Vice-President,Treasurer,andSecretarywerere-electedwith-
out oppositionj but freshcandidatescoming forwardfor a, seat onthe committee, aballot was taken, resulting inthe return of thefollowing:— Messrs. Dungan,Bracken,Cole,Nicholls,and TJtting.
Anewrule waspassed,toenable members of theup-country Press
to join the club j and after other matters of a routinenaturehad been transacted, themeeting adjourned.

By the Otago,whichreached PortChalmersonTuesday morning,
weare in possession of English news to the 23rd nit. The intelli-
gence, however, is not of a verystartlingnature. The crusadeagiinsttheChurch is still at itsheight, and the venerable Archbishop of
Colognehas beenagain fined 30,000 thalers, anda threatheld out ofimprisonmentbeing addedtohispunishment. TheMostRev.Dr. Man-ning was ona visit to theHolyFather, anditis more thanprobable
that the Archbishop willreturnwith a Cardinal's hat. Someof the
under currentof the scheming of theGermanChancellorcame to the
Bnrface during the trial of Count von Arnim, which hasaroused an
intense feeling of indignation inFrance. In a despatch which was
produced fromBismarck to,the German representativeat theTuilleries,the followingpassage occurs :—":

— "
Icannot but wishFrance weak, anddeem it inadvisable to stregthen her by contributing to the esta-blishmentof amonarchy." As might have been expected, this ex-pressionof feeling has caused profound indignation in thehearts ofFrenchmen, andhas laidbare theunscrupulousdesigns of this imma-culate reformer. The usual catalogue of calamities is reported,

amongst which ,the casualties at sea take precedence. The Panamamail steamer Japan shared the fate of "the Cospatrick, on the passage
from San Francisco to HongKong, and,out of 483 passengers onboard,but117 escaped. The loss is alsochronicled of the magni-
ficent steamerMongol, well known in this port,which struck upon a
rock some twenty miles fromHong Kong, resulting inher total de-struction,and theloss of the captain, his wife,andanumber of pas-
Bengcrs. InContinentalmatters,a Madrid despatchstates thatKingAlphonsohas issueda manifestoto his subjects,promising to initiatealiberalpolicy, andofferinga complete amnesty toall whowilllaydowntheirarms and acknowledge his sovereignty. Itis also riunored thatEspartero,the celebratedSpanish statesman,is dead.

On Wednesday evening (says the'Mount Ida Chronicle')apleasingpresentationwasmade toMr.W. Grumitt, of the Bank of
New SouthWales, at the residenceof theRev.E.Royer, Naseby.
Therev.gentleman addressed those present, relating the servicesgivenby that gentleman so readilyto the Church asfar back as!1864, at Hamilton:services which, afterhe (Father Royer) had
removedto Hokitika, hadbeen continuedtohis successors inthedistrict, and whenhereturned backuntil the time ofthe building
ofthenew elmrch had beencontinued,asbefore, tohimselfand tohis congregation. Mr. John Dillon presenteda very handsomelyframed andilluminatedaddress to the rev.gentlemen, whohandedit to Mr. Grumitt. After the reading of the address, the Com-
mittee appointedfor the presentationleftSt. Patrick's Presbytery,
andrepairedto Mr.J. Cogan's residence,withMr.Grumittandhisfriends, where a very pleasantevening wasspent. A number of
toasts were given and responded to

—
"The Catholic Churchthroughout New Zealand," "W. Grumitt, Esq.," "Prosperity toMount Ida,"" The local Press," &c, theparty breakingup aboutten o'clock. Mr. Cogan had spared no pains in preparing the

supper-table, on which were placed all manner of fruit anddelicacies. We appendacopyofthe addresspresented:
— "

Naseby,
31st December, 1874. W. Grumitt, Esq.:My dear sir

—
Icannotpermitthis solemn and holy seasontopass away withoutat least

giving expressionto myheartfelt gratitude, and that of my flock,
for themany actsof Christian philantrophy, 'inpromoting by your
voluntary services as organist toSt. Patrick's Church the glory ofGod, which you have so freely and generously rendered whenrequested. We fully apjr^ciats this sacrifice of timeand labor,
which yousokindly placedat thedisposalof thecongregation,but
IfearIam unable to find wcrls sufficiently adequate toexpress
ourgratefulacknowledgements. Accept, my dearsir,my personal
sentiments, andIpray that the Lord Jesus willafford youand
yours theblessingandprotectionHecanbestowon true Christians;
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andIearnestly,hopethatthisblessing, given withafree heart,maybe visibly manifested before the close of the year 1875, whichIpray you willhappily enjoy. Believeme,withmuch esteem,regard,andrespect,onbehalf of myself and flock, ever to remain,my dearsir, yours veryobediently in theLord, Emmanuel Eoyer,Catholic
pastor."

The House of Representatives is to undergo another meta-
morphosisbefore Parliament meets this year. Economy is to give
way toelaboration,and the rough deal saw-marked desks and shabby
seats willnolonger offend the eyeandevoke the scathing criticismof
the honorablemember forNewton, Mr. Swanson. The drapings of
the Chamberareagain to be changed for others, which are on their
way fromEngland,and the seats are to be covered in maroonrep.
The effect, saysthe

'
New Zealand Times,' cannot very wellbe con-

ceived untilthe alterations have been effected, butitis still question-
able if the present greencurtains will be very much improvedupon.These,however,are the least important of the changes absolutelyre-
quired, for they do not touch the radical defect in the bunding

—
its

acoustic imperfection.
One ofthepassengers onboardthe'Cospatrick,FrederickKing, was

brotherof Mr.AlfredKing, a reporter on the staff of the Auckland'EveningStar.' Mr.Kingleft London to come to New Zealandby
theNor;hfleet, whichwasrundown inthe Channel. He was one ofthe savedon that occasion, and took passage by the Cospatrick, ap-
parently to meet thefate lie so narrowly escaped when onboard the
Northfleet.

The Melbourne 'Telegraph'mentions that areunionof somewhat
peculiarinterest took placeon the2nd Decsmber,atMelton,Victoria.
On that day Mr.Dalryrnple Keating completed his seventieth year,
andanumber of his friends met tocelebrate theevent of his attaining
thehonorableage of three-score years and ten. What gavea special
interest to thebirthday was the fact that Mr. Keating was the first
childbornofEuropeansinTasmania, and is, therefore,probably the
oldest Australian

"
native

"
alive. Seventy yearsago, then the "little

stranger" wasespecially,honored jby.Lady Paterson, the Governor's
wife.
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