
diem,and private practice, but refused to stay. All aroundCook-
town and along the Palmer roads graves are frequently met with,beingscarcely out of sight the whole journey. No one Bhould think
ofcoming before the endof March. The climate is good from April
toNovember. A large extentof likely country is still unprospecLed.
Large numbers of miners arrive by .every steamer. Fully one-half
returnsick,andmany die.

The passengers who arrived on Tuesday, per ship SopMa
Joachim, do not appear to be satisfiedwith the treatment which
theyhave received on the voyage. Several of themhave com-
plainedto the representativesof thePress that immediately after
Bailing the stores failed, and that during the last fortnight they
■wereonboard theyhad only receivedone ration of beef, weiging
half a pound. As, however, we see the number of passengers
reachedbut twenty, the vesseldoes not come under theprovisions
of thePassengers' Act, fiftybeing the requirednumber tobring it
under its provisions. Itis, however, advisable that the matter
shouldbesifted, as,if therebeany truthinthe charge,it is not at
all creditable.

Miss Aitken, the celebrated Scotch elocutionist, gave the
inmates of theLunatic Asylumarich treat on Tuesday evening,
in theshapeof some of herchoicest recitations, and for over two
hours was she listenedto with earnest attentionby her auditory.
AsMiss Aitken takesher departurefor theoldcountry in a short
time, one of the patients, in returning thanks for thepleasure
afforded,on behalf of the patients wishedher aheartyGod speed
on thevoyage.

ConstableHahtnett,while endeavoring to arrest a man for
disorderlyjconductinPrinces street, onTuesday afternoon,was furi-
ously assaulted, andreceivedsuch injuries as necessitatedmedical
attendance. Itappears the prisoner,aman namedFogarty, suc-
ceeded in throwing the constable violently to the ground onhishead, which, upon examination by Dr. Bakewell, was found to
haveresultedinconcussion ofthebrain.

One of a series of entertainments in aid of the Catholic schoolswasgiven in St. Patrick's Hall, Christchurch, onThursday evening,
January 21. Owing to the inclemency of the weather there was only
a moderate attendance. The programme (says the 'Times') com-
prisedoverturesby MessrsSpensley, Bonnington, Wood, Tankard and
Thompson;songs by Mesdames Digby, Maskell, Oakes, Barry andWood,Messrs Knoxand Dunlop;quartettesby MessrsKnox, Wal-
cott,Belland Dunlop;pianofortesolo by MissKateDonelly ;piano-
forteduetby the Misses Donnelly;flute solo by Mr. W. Mardoii;
andharmoniumsolo by Mr. R. Parker. The items wereall verywell
rendered,and elicited hearty applause.

Theunfortunate womanKate Ryder,who wasadmittedtothe
Hospitalsuffering frominjuries received by being thrownoverabank,diedin that institution onSunday. An inquest washeldon
thebody onMonday,but no evidence could be elicited as to the
perpetrator of the outrage, and the jury returned a verdictof"Manslaughter against some personunknown."

NEWS IN BRIEF.

ABillis beforethe VermontLegislature making drunkenness
a sufficient cause tor divorce.

Deputations are expectedin Ireland from America, India,
Canada, andotherparts ofthe globe to take partintheO'Connell
Centenary.

JeffersonDavis hasbeenasked to serve as oneof theboard of
directorsof the proposed steamship line betweenLiverpooland
NewOrleans.

LeSoi says that the Italian Governmenthas notified Theirs
that hisstay inItalyis likely todisturb the harmony of its rela-
tions withFrance,owing tohis violentattacks on the Government
ofMarshalMcMahon.

Mr Wilson, the donorof .£30,000 totheMelbourneUniversity,
isanative of thecounty Antrim, Ireland.

Londonis tohavea joint stock company for theimportationof
liveTexas cattle. The capitalis to be.£200,000, and theanimals
are to be transported in between decks of a number of ocean
steamers.

Inthe Bibliotecaat RioJaneiro,adiscovery hasbeenmadeof
thirty-seven wood-cutsbyAlbertDurer,in finecondition, the sub-
jectbeingthe

"
Passion of our Lord," and dated1524. Nocom-

pleteset,itis said, canbe foundelsewhere.
Thereare700,000 gypsies inEurope,18,000inEngland. Their

religionseems toextendno further thanabelief intheir annihila-
tionat death,although anoccasionalconvert totheChristian faith
ismade here and there amongthem.

A largepianomanufactory inNewHavenhasbeen fittedwith
a novel system of fire apparatus. Inevery twelve feet square
throughout- thebuilding is a projecting water spout with the end
Bolderedup. Incase of fire it is expected that the solder willbe
melted,and thusa floodofwateris let on.

TheParis papers announce the arrival in thatcity of
"

GeneralDot," the rival of Tom Thumb. The gallant dwarf is of German
origin, andhis unprofessional name is said tobeLeopoldKhan. He
wa» born inSan Francisco,of parentsof giant proportions. Tho new"general" weighs lSlbs.

Not long since,at themeetingof aclub inNew York,a jelly was
exhibitedon the table and alongside of it an old "well-worn leather
boot. The spectacleofthe boot was amysteryuntil it wasexplained
by oneof themembers thatfrom the fellow oftheboot the jelly had
beenmade by some chemicalprocess. Jelly for the table made out of
oldboots!

HisHoliness the Pope,wishingto expresshishighopinionof the
meritsof Mgr. Fournier, Nantes, has created him Count of the Holy
RomanEmpire,and assistantat thePontificalThrone,

RANDOM NOTES.
_.—^"

Acliicl's nninn ŷo Inkin* notes.
Andfaithuo'clpront'out."

So j)ooi'LarryBourke is nomore! But. perhaps you may havo
neverheard of the chosen of Kilmore, and the telegraphic item
from Victoriaannouncing the demise of the legislator}s, therefore,
asealedbook to you, Mr. Bourke

—
as ho was calledprior tohis

becomingpublicproperty,when hepaid thepenalty of popularity
andbecameplainLarry

—
was thesuccessorof SirJohnO'Shanassy

in the representationof Kilmore, in the VictorianAssembly. In.
the early daysLarrywas for many yearschairman of thataugust
body, theRoad BoardofMurdering Gully— a classic regiona few
miles distant from the representative town alludedto;andwhen
the worthyknight took his seat among theLords, Kihnore threw
itself atLarry's feet,andMurdering Gully became widowed. The
incidentpossessedaninterest far beyond its local limits, and the
followinggracefulmention of the transaction occurs inthecolumns
of Melbourne'Punch

'
:
— "

Mr. Laurence Bourke,having success-
fullyrepresentedMurderingGully, has beenpromotedtoKilmore."
As a debater Larry was scarcely equal to the ponderous and"weighty"politician who preceded him;but as a silent deli-
beratorho was withoutapeer. Being an ardent admirer of the
motto,"Speechissilvern,but silence is golden," his deliberations
weremarkedby a"depthof thought," to whichadequateexpres-
sion wasrarelygiven;for,like the wise parrot, though unable to
speak,he wasaperfect wonderto think. Cincinnatus was taken
from theploughtosave his country, and the chair of Murdering
Gullybecame vacant at thepublicdemand, ademand thesincerity
andunanimity ofwhichwillbebestappreciated by the following
incident during the election campaign. On the occasion of Mr'
Burke expounding his political doctrines to his constituents, the
eloquenceofwhich was drowned by the applause by whichthey
werereceived,withthatspiritof fair-play always to be foundat
gatherings of thekind, a friend of the candidate, (of the Celtic
persuasion), in the intervals snatched from expectorating onMs
palm,in which was clutched.his national weapon, coaxingly in-
quired

— "Is there any gintleman wishes to ax the candidate a
question?" followedby a "flourish

"
of the nationalweapon afore-

said. Whether the eloquence of Mr. Burke or the artistic" flourishes" of his friend werethe more convincing, itis hard to
judge, butaveryconsiderabletime elapsedbefore theslightest in-
quisitiveness with regard to the candidate was exhibited. At
lengthonesceptichaving expresseda wish tohavea doubtcleared
up, was eagerly invitedby the Usher of the Rod to

"shtepfor-
rid," whichheaccordingly did. He commenced

— "
Iwish to ax

Mr.Bourke whyhedidnot,"
—

butbefore the impeachmentbecame
public the "national weapon" and the cranium of the inquisitive
elector collided, and, gracefully assuming a recumbent position,
"the subsequent proceedings troubled him. no more." With sir
look of approvalathis handiwork, and a tighter grasp of his in-
strument, with theview toremove any further doubtintheminds
ofthosepresent, thequestionwas againput— " Is there any ofher
gintleman would like to ax the candidate a question ?" The
unanimity of thatmeeting, and the'absence of dissension to the
resolution

"
thatMr.Larry Bourke was a fit andproper person,

&c, torepresenttheenlightened constituency of Kilmore
"

was "a
just andhonoredtribute to theconvincing oratoryof thecandidate—

andthe persuasionof his frierd.
Writing of candidates, elections, and senators brings to my

mind an incident connected therewith, which has never as yet
soiledpaper. At atownshipnot fifty miles from the scene of tho
above,a local celebrity named Billy Cooper came forward, and
offered to sacrifice himself on the altar of his country. Unfor-
tunately Billy's education had been completed before the intro,-
ductionofcompulsory education,and his declamations, while they
evinceda totalobliviousnessof the existence of Lindley Murray,
werecoupledwithsundry artisticembellishments, which, although
amusing, werescarcely admissible. Ononeoccasion, however, tho
eloquenceand fluency of an address deliveredbore so markeda
contrast to its predecessors,that a doubt was raised intheminds
of hishearersas to its originality, and a suppositionentertained
that the speakerwasnot theauthor. At its conclusion, andafter
theburst of applause which had greeted the termination of the
orator'sperorationhadsubsided, an individual with a thirst for
knowledgebrokethe illusion with the following:— "Billy, that's
afoine speech,entirely;butBilly, avic, who wrote it for you?"
This base attempt to rob himof his newly-acquired laurels met
with thecontemptitmerited, as Billy, rising with the occasion,
repliedwith a sneerof ineffablescorn— "Nooneatall, sir;Imade
itupout of my own cognomen." "You never can tell till the
numbers areup,"is a saying which holds equally good inelec-
tioneeringas inracing, and,notwithstandingtheenthusiasmof the
receptionof his utterances when that event took place, Billy's'"' cognomen

"
had five solitary admirers, for each of whomhe was

mulctedto the extent of .£lO, the numbers having faith in his
abilitiesbeing far below the proportion necessary to reclaimhis
jBSOdepositmoney. "

Mr. J. T. Thomsonmust indeedbeaproudman, fornot oiuy
hashe securedthe friendship ofthe politicalheadof the Province,
but we findthat officialseizing uponthe opportunity ofthe visitof
Venus Expeditiontopress, on thepartof the BritishEmpire, the
claims of his protegeon the French and American nations. Ata
dinner givento the officers of the expedition,His Honor the Super-
intendent,inapologising for liis absence, concludes as follows, as
reportedby the 'Guardian

'of Wednesday week:— "
Ineednot cay

thatIlook uponthe occasionas one ofvery greatinterest indeed;
and that,aspoliticalheadof this Province,it would have afforded
me muchpleasuretohavebeenpresent,andonbehalfofthe people
of this small section oftheBritishEmpire tohave conveyedto otu-

French and Americanfriends our earnesthopethat tho. three great
nations may long continue to go hand in hand inthepursuit- of
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