
Our readerswill, no doubt,be pleasedto learn that there isevery probability of tho HibernianSocietyhaving a thoroughly
efficientbrass band, to assistin the celebrationof its second anni-versaay. Ifc may be remembered that when the original St.Patrick's Bandbecame the propertyof the citizens, under thenameof the Provincial Band,it wasprovided that in the event of itsbeing disbanded.,the instalments, clothes, &c., had to bo handedover to the Mayor, whoia turnwasbound todeliverthemup to thefirst duly organisedband makingapplication therefor. Durine thepast wesli aa advertisement appeared in the 'Gazette,'notifyingthe disbanding of the ProvincialBand;and the trustees of theHibernianSociety, having previously bought some twenty instru-ments, theprivate propsrbyof the members, made application tohis Worship, and,having complied with all the necessarycondi-tions, on Tuesday formally received into their possessionall1 the-property lately held by the Provincial Band. The HibernianSociety,consequently,havenowbetween thirty and fortyexcellentinstruments, and,as wehear a number of the late band have ex-prissed awish to joinunder thonewauspices,itis tobehopedthatits services will be availableon the anniversary cf Ireland'sPatronSaint.

We arepleased toobservethatMr. Sub-InspectorMallardhas
boeapromotedto the rank ofInspector. This well-deservedrecog-
nitionof theservices ofMr. Mallard will be heartily endorsedbyall those to whomheis known, not only for the zealand energy hehas displayed in the exorcise of his duties, but for his uniformcourtesyin their discharge.

A recent arrivalin the Colony,named Claffey, died last weekathis residence at Kensington of typhus fever. Theunfortunate
man hadbeenailing for some time,buthis friends refused toallowhis removal to theHospital,notwithstanding that there were fouror five persons living in the same house, liable to the contagion.Therelatives of the deceasedhad determined to hold a "wake,"but, yielding to the advice of the Very J&ev.Father Coleinan,theburial took place the day afterdeath.

Wehavebeenrequested to acknowledge the 'receipt— perMr,
JohnMclnerney, ofInyercargill— of the following additionalsud-
scriptions to the testimonial to the Vicar-General:

—
Mr. John

McLoughnan, JCIIs;Mr.John Maher,dßl.
Theusualquietof the WaterofLeithwassomewhat disturbed

on Saturday morning whenit became known that a seriousfracashad taken place,resultingin the stabbing of aman. Itappears
that a farmer named Holmes, assisted by a man in his employ
named Walter,hadbeen engag-ed killing pigs, whensome wordsensued whichended ina tussle. The struggle was carried on forsome time, whenHolmes fell to the ground declaringhe hadbeenstabbed. He was immediately assisted to thehouse, andDrs. Gar-
landandColequickly summoned to his"assistance^ but fromthe
first no hope of recovery was entertained". Walters wasbroughtbeforethe wounded man, whose depositions weretakenbefore Mr.Pish,inwhich he declared Walters the manby whom
he had received what he knew to be his death blow. Holmes
lingered ontill Sunday night, Avhenhe" expired at eleven o'clock.
He wasayoungman, scarcely twenty-five, and leaves a wife and
onechild. The accused isaGerman,betweenforty and fifty years
of age. An inquest was held on the body on Tuesday before
Dr. Hocken, the coroner,the jury,afteradeliberationof almosttwohoursandahalfreturnedaverdictof "Manslaughter." Itis,how-
ever,rumoredthat the authoritiesarenotsatisfied withthe verdict,
and that theprisonerwillbe indictedformurder.

The teamselected to representOtago in fchc forthcomingcontest
with the cricketers of Canterbury sailed on Monday in the s.s.Tara-
nakij a large number of their friends mustering at the Railway
station to see them off. At a specialmeeting of the team, which was
held shortly before then* departure, Mr. Downes was unanimously
chosen captain,Mr.W. Morrison elected umpire,and Mr.M. Cohou
scor?r. In returning thanks for tho honor conferred upon him, the
captainsaidhe trusted the teamwouldbringnodiscreditupon Otago,
as he lookedupon the victory as a certaintyfor themif they worked
well together.

t Asotheefirehas to beaddedto the already lai'ge lisfc ofthose
whichhave takenplace but recently. ■ Afc an early hour ouTuesday
morningthe premisesoccupiedas a workshop by MessrsHughesand
Harvey, tinsmiths, Princes street, was discovered to be on fire,but
fortunately the alarm was given atan early stage. ConstableDoran,
who wa3 tb.9 first to discover the flamos, took prompt measures, with
the assistanceof some bystandei-3, and, although theBrigade wereou
the spot with their usual commendable promptitude, there was but
little occasion for their services. As all thebuildings contiguous are
of wood, it is fortunate that the night was a calm one, or tho
consequences might otherwise have been serious.

THBlollowing special telegram from the Palmer, received from
Mr. J.C. Browne, M.H.K., will,nodoubt, be read with interest:

—
■

There arc no fresh discoveries at thePalmer. The first workingsare
mostly worked out,and the ground at the new rush is all occupied.
Itis only just payable. The country is being wollprospected. Very
little gold is coming down, and what there is is principally thopro-
duct of a few claims. The workingsare confined to narrowruns in
the beds of rock-bound creeks. Two men can work out a claim in
three weeks. Provisions arc plentiful, and prices moderate. The
quartz workings are suspended,andall claimsprotectedforsix months,
waitingfor machinery. Tho hot rainy seasonis now on,and fever is
very prevnlentat Cooklown and on the mines. Itis mpstly New Zea-
land arrivalswhoareattacked. Manyare dying. There arenolegally
qualified medical practitionc*s at Cooktown or on the mines;only
Chinese and quacks arc practising. The hospital surgeon resident
herehas left for Sydney, 110 was receiving a fee of two guineasper
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have nearly reachedthe length of their tethers. InItaly,the
usurper,it appears, not satisfied with having sacrilegiously
despoiled the Illustrious Head of the Church, of the patri-
mony of St.Peter, andlaying violenthands on chi;rchesand
colleges— the propertyof tho faithful throughout the world—

is desirous of wresting from his venerable prisonerevery
vestijro of royalty, and ha3issued acircular, demandingof
the European Powers, the withdrawal of their diplomatic
agents at the Papal Court. In that unhappy land, thovene-
rableandrightfulruler isa prisoner within, the walls of the
Vatican, while, as inGermany, the work of spoliation and
persecutiongoeson, and the membersof religious house?, who
had givenup the worldand its allurements to serve God and
minister to suffering humanity, are ruthlessly driven from
their dwellings, andexposed to the cold charity of the world.
That suGh atrocitiesare permitted without a protest fromthe
EuropeanPowers is a standing reproach to the boasted civi-
lization of the nineteenth century,but to its lasting shame be
itsaid, England, the boasted championof justice and liberty
throughout the world,not only looks onunmoved,butby the
voices of her leading statesmen, glories in the outragesand
indignities perpetrated. Tosuch menas Earl Russell and
Mr. Disraeli,there could be no injustice in the imprison-
ment of the aged«'md venerablePrinco3 of the Church, but
when the German Chancellor varied the programme,and in
the person of Count Arxim touched the sacred rights of the
aristocracy, his despotism was viewed with pious horror. In
the Count's case, the alleged offence was no slight one, and
yet the deprivation of his liberty was such a high-handed
proceeding, as to slicitthepubliccondemnationof the English
Premier. Tis true the German Ambassador had not been
specially named, but the allusion was sufficiently palpa-
ble to cause Sir. Disraeli, on the suggestion of the
German Chancellor -to qualify the expressions used.
It is a humiliating spectacle to see the leader of a great
nation suchas Great Britainhas always claimed to be, forced
to eathis own words, and drag thenation through the mire,
at the frown of adespot who, a quarter of a century since,
■would place his forehead iv the dust at her command.
Slowly, but surely, the proud pre-eminence which England
has hitherto assumed amongst European nations is being lost
to her, and that power aud weight which the voice of the
nation carried withit,are waningaway. The placidity with
which the records of Bismarck's outragesupon anunoffending
class were received, forms amarked ontrast to the storm
raised by the seizure of Count Arnim,and the persecution of
the German newspapers. Those who, but ashort time before,
lauded the energy of the Miuister in his struggle with the
Church, gravely shook their heads aud prognosticated the
fate of Wolsey. Arnijihas beenno friendto thepersecuted
Catholics,as the Holy Fatherhimself could readily testify,
but he is abold, ambitious man, and as arival is one whom
the Chancellor may havegreatcause to fear. Inthe infamouspersecutionof aportion of the Empire by Prince Bismarck.
he sees the highroadto power on the downfall of his rival,
andas formerly theywere fast friends, they love each other
asonly bold,unscrupulous iren can. The domineering atti-
tude assumedby Germany towardFrance, may be borne withfor a time, but the longer the chain is worn the greater will
be the struggle when the timedoes arrive. The memory ofSedan and Met.-:, andtheinsulting swagger of the Prussians
on the Boulevards, has sunk too deep into the hearts ofFrenchmen to bp easily forgotten,and in that terrible day of
reckoningGermany wayfind out, when too late, the number
offaithful hearts andstrong arms she haslost by her present
crusade against right and justice. TheLondon correspondentof the 'IS'ewYork Times,' in writing.on the state of Europe,
assumes that France aud Germany are bound to fight some
clay,and a<lds that from the lowering appearanceof the sky on
the Continent,it is impossible not to feel that a storm isbrewing. He says ::

— '" There can be no doubt that Germany
is just now inrather an explosivecondition. The people are
groaningbitterly under the strain to which they have beensubjected, andwhich h;is still to be continued in order to
maintain the enormousarmament which is deemed necessary
as acheck upon by France. Itmustbe rememberedthatit isnot merely France by itself that the Germans have
to reckon within the future, but also the Papacy and Czar

—
two very formidable opponents."

The oldest white native of the Colony of New South Wales died.
alewweeks ago. His ago was 75. His namewasWm, Cook,and was
." BDn of soldier belongingto a regiment stationedinSydney in the Terr
tU'ly days of the Colony.
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