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bave nearly reached the length of their tethers, In Italy, the
usarper, it appears, not satisfied with lLaving sacrilegiously
despoiled the Tllustrious Head of the Chureh, of the patri-
mony of 8t. PETeR, and laying violent hands on churches and
colleges—the property of the faithful throughout the world
~—is desirons of wresting from his venerable prisoner every
vestige of royalty, and has issued a circular, demanding of
the BEuropean Powers, the withdrawal of their diplomatic
agents at the Papal Court.  Jo that unhappy land, the vene-

rable and rightfol ruler is a prisoner within the walls of the | past wesk an advertisement appe
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Ovur readers will, no doubt, be pleased o learn that there is
every probability of the Hibernian Society having a theroughly
efficient brass band, to assist in the celebration of its second anmi-
versary, It may be rem embered that when the original St.
Fatrick's Band hecame the property of the citizens, under the name
of the Provincial Band, it was provided that in the event of it
being disbanded, the inst’uments, clothes, &e., had to bo handed

over o the Mayor, who ia ttrn was bound to deliver tham up to the
fivsh duly organised band making application thevafor. Daring the
ared in the * Gazette,’ notifying

Vatican, while, as in Germany, the work of spoliation and |the disbanding of the Provinelal Band; snd the trustees of the

persecution goes on, and the members of religious houses, who
had given up the world and its allurements to serve Gob aad
minister to suffering humanity, are ruthlessly driven from
their dwellings, and exposed to the cold charity of the world.
That such atrocities are permitted withoub = protest from the
Xuropean Powers Is a standing reproach to the boasted eivi-
Yization of the ninsteenth century, hut to its lasting shame be
it said, England, the boasted champion of justice and iiberty
throughout the world, not only looks on unmoved, but by the
voices of her leading statesmen, glories in the ontrages and
indiguities perpetrated. To such men as Barl Russpin and
Mr. Drsraesr, there conld be no injastice in the imprison-
ment of the aged and venerable Princes of the Church, but
when the German Chancellor varied the programme, and in
the person of Count Ar¥in touched the sacr-d rights of the
aristocracy, his despotism was viewed with pious horror. In
the Count’s case, the alleged offence was no slight one, and
yet the deprivation of lus liberty was such a high-handed
proceeding, as to slicit the publie condemnation of the English
Premier, Tis true the German Ambassador had not been
specially nmmed, but the alluzion was sufficiently palpa-
ble to cause Dlr, Disragrr, on the suggestion of the
German Chancellor - to qualify the expressions used.
Tt is n hamiliating spectacie to see the leader of a great
nation such as Great Britain has always claimed to be, foreed
to eat his own words, and drag the nation through the mire,
at the frown of a despot who, a quarter of a century since,
would place his forehead in the dust at her command.
Slowly, but surely, the proud pre-eminence which England
has bitherto assnmed amongst European natious is being lnst
to ler, and that power and weight which the voice of the
nation carried with i, are waning away. The placidity with
which the records of Bismarck's outrages upon an unoffending
elass were rezeived, forms n marked c¢)ntrast to the storm
raised by the seizure of Count ARNIM, and the persecution of
the German newspapers. Those who, but a short time before,
lauded the energy of the Minister in his struggle with the
Church, gravely shook their heads and prognosticated the
fate of WoLsEY. ARNIM has been no friend to the persecuted
Catholics, as the Hory Faruer himself could readily testify,
but he is a bold, ambitions man, and ns a rival is one whom
the Chancellor may have great cause to fear. In the infamous
persecution of a portion of the Empire by Prince Bisaarck,
he sees the highrvoad to power on the downfall of his rival,
and as formerly they were fast fricnds, they love cach other
as only bold, unscrupulous mwen ean.  The domineering atti-
tude assumed Ly Germauny toward Franee, may be borne with
for a time, but the longer the chain is worn the greater will
be the struggle when the time does arrive.  The memory of
Hedan and Metz, and the insulting swagger of the Vrussians
on the Boulevards, has sunk too deep iuto the hearts of
Frenchmen to be easily forgotten, and in thast terrible day of
reckoning Germany way find out, when too late, the number
of faithful hearts and strong arms she has lost by her present
crusade against right and justice. The Tondon correspondent
of the ‘New York Times,’ in writing.on the state of Europe,
assumcs that France and Germany are bound to fizht some
day, and adds that from the lowering appearance of the sky on
the Continent, it is impossible not to feel that a storm is
brewing. He says:—* There can be no doubt that Glermany
is just now in rather an explosive condition. The peaple are
groaning bitterly under the strain to which they have been
subjected, and which has still to be econtirned in order to
maiutain the enormous armament which is deemed Decessary
as a cheek upen geprisals by France. It must be remembered
that it is not werely France by itself that the Germans have
to reckon with in the future, but also the Papacy and Czar—
two very formidable opponents,”

Ihe oldest white native of the Colony of New South Wales died
alew weeks ago.  1lis age was 75.  His name wasWm, Cook. aud was
w e of soldier belonging {o a reghment stationed in Syducy inthe very

auly dogs of the Coleny,

Hibernian Soeclety, having previously bought some twenty instru-
ments, the private property of the mombers, made application to
his Worship, and, having ‘compliod with all the hecessary condi-
tions, on Tuesday formally received into their possession all the-
properiy lutely held by the Provincial Band.” The Hibernian
Hociety, eonsequently, have now between thirty and forty excellent
insteuments, and, as we hear a number of the late band have ex-
prossed a wish to join under the newanspices, it is to be hoped that,
isbs services will be available on the anniversary of Ireland's Patron
aint.

‘WE are pleased to observe that Mr. Sub-Inspeactor Mallard has
hoen promoted to the rank of Inspsctor. Thie well-deserved recog-
uition of the services of Mv. Mallard will be heartily endorsed by
all those to whom he is known, not only for the zeal and energy he
has displayed in the excrcize of his duties, but for his uniform
courbesy in their discharge. -

A rzopsr arrival in the Colony, nemed Claffey, died lust week
at his residence at Kensington of typhus fever. The unfortunate
man had been ailing for some time, but his friends refused to allow
his removal to the Hospital, notwithstanding that there were four
or five persons living in the same house, lLiable to the comtagion.
The relatives of the deceased had determined to hold a * wake,”
but, yielding to the advice of the Very Rev. Father Coleman, the
burial took place the day after death,

W& have been requestod to acknowledge the "receipt—per Mr,
John Meluerney, of Invercargill—of the following additional end-
geriptions to the testimonial to the Vicar-General :—Mr, John
Meloughvan, £1 1s; Mr. John Maher, £1.

Tz usual quiet of the Water of Leith was somewhat disturbed
on Saturdsy morning when it became known that a serious frecas
had taken place, resulting in the stabbing of a man. It appears
that & farmer named Holmes, assisted by a man in hiz employ
named Walter, had been engaged killing pigs, when some words
easuod which ended in o tussle. The struggle wag carried on for
sowe time, when Helmes fell to the ground declaring he had been
stabbed. He was immediately aszisted to the house, and Drs. Gar-
land and Cole quickly summioned to his assistance, hut from the
firgt no hope of wvecovery was entertained. Walters was
brought before the wounded man, whose depositions were taken
beforg Mr. Figh, in which he declared Walters the man by whom
he had receivel what he knew to be his death blow. Holmes
lingered on till Sunday night, when he expived af eleven o’clock.
He wag a young man, scarcely twenty-five, and leaves a wife and
one child. The acensed is a German, between forty and fifty yeara
of age. Au inguest was held on the body on Tuesday before
Dr. Hocken, the coroner, the jury, after a deliberation of almost two
howrs and a half returned a verdict of * Manslanghter.” Tt is, how-
ever,rnmored that the authorities ave not satisfied with the verdiet,
and that the prisomer will be indicted for murder,

TnE team selected to represent Otage in the fortheoming eontest
with the cricketers of Canterbury sniled on Mondzy in the s.a. Tarn-
maki, & lurge number of their friends mustering at the Railwuy
station to see them off.  Ab a specinl mesting of the team, which was
held shorlly befors their departure, Mr. Downes was unanimously
chiosen captain, Mr, W, Morvison elocted nmpire, and Mr. M. Cohea
scorsr.  In returning thamks for the honer conferved upon him, the
coptain said he Lrusted the team would bring no diseredit npon Otago,
as he looked upon the victory as a certninty for them if they worked
well together. -

,. ANOTUER fire has to be addoed to the alrendy large list of thoee
which have taken place but recently. - At an early hour on Tuesdsy
morning the premises occupied as o workshop by Maessrs Hughes and
Haxrvey, tinsmiths, Princes streot, was discovered to be on fire, but
fortuvately the alarm was given at an enrly stage. Coustable Doran,
who waa ths st to discover the flamos, teok prompb measures, with
the assistancs of some bystanders, and, although tho Brigade wers on
the spot with their usual commondable promptitude, there wos but
Little occasion for their servives. As all the buildings contignous are
of wood, it is fortunate that the night was a calm oue, or the
couscquenzes migiht olherwise have beon serious.

TuE {ollowing spocial telegrain from the Palmer, received from
Mr. J. C. Browne, M.H.R., will, no doubt, be read with interest :—
There arc no frash discoveries at the Palmer. The first workings are
mostly worked out, and the ground at the new rush is all occupied.
Ii is only just payable. The country is being woll prospected.  Very
little gold is coming Qown, and what there isis prircipally the pro-
duct of o few claims. The workings are confined to narrow runs in
the beds of rock-bound creeks. Twe men enn work out a claim in
threc weeks. Provisions are plentiful, and prices moder_ute. The
quartz workings are suspended, sud all elaims 1)r9teuter.l for six months,
waiting for machinery.  The hot yainy scason is now on, and fever is

very prevalent at Cooktown and on the mines. It is mostly New Zen-
land nrrivals who are attacked. Manyare dying. There aro no legally
qualificd medical practitiones at Cooktown or on the mines; only
Chinese and quacks are practising, The hospital surgeon resident
i Qere Los left for Syducy. 1l: was yecelving » fee ?f fwo grineas per



