
ActiveLiVES.—The chief func'.ion of the qusen beein the hive
is to lay eggs, from which tho future population will spring. Ahealthyqueen duringher lifeis estimatedto lay the enormousnumberof 800,000 eggs. Often in the beat of summer, for months together,"h« will lay 2,000 a day. Whether these eggsare allalike,or whether
"ome are distinctly worker-eggs,andothersaredistinctly drone-eggs,itone of the numerous questionson which all the bee-keep«rs areasissue. The working-bees form the life andprosperity of thehire. Tothem belong industry, labor, patience, ingenuity— in short, all thevirtuesof the race;and while each knows his ownduty,and does itthe efforts of all are directed towards the wealjof the community.The working-beenever lives longer than ninemonths;they labor soincessantly thatitis supposedthey neversleep.

TheOldBridewell.— Thenewcity policestationabout tobeconstructedby the CorporationinBride Lane,Fleetstreet,willbeerected onaportionofoneof the oldesthistoricalsites of the city ofLondon. The Saxonkingsbuiltapalaceherebefore the Conqueston the remains ofabuilding supposedtobeofRomanorigin,andHenry VIII.erecteda stately and beautiful house, and called itBridewell, from a celebrated well near Bride Church. KingEdwardVI. granted the site to the city for a workhouse for thepoor andahouse of correction for sturdy rogues. The proposedpolicestation will only provideaccomodation for alimitednumberof prisoners,certainlynot so many as the old prison, whichcon-tainedin1842 1,324 persons, including 466 known thieves. ThenameofBridewellpolicestationwillprobablybeadoptedfor thenewbuilding. Theoldprison,erected about 1850,and demolished in1862,being the firstof its kind, all otherbuildings erectedon thesame principalhavebeencalledBridewells.
Something that itiswell to Know.— There is astoryafloatthat thelease under which the oldParliamentHouse in CollegeGreen,Dublin,now the Bank of Ireland,was let, contains aclauseto the effect that if at anytime thebuilding shouldbeagainneededfor a ParliamentHouse, it should be possible to have thebankavailable for thatpurpose ata moment'snotice.London Fires.— lnthe year 1840there were681 fires inLon-don,being one toevery2800 people and toeveiy 379houses ," and jthe populationaveraged 7*38 persons toeachhouse. In1850 thenumber of fires had increased to 868, being one to every 2673people and to eveiy 347houses;and the populationwas7-69 perhouse. In1860the fireshad further increasedto1056,beino- onetoevery2713 peopleand toevery 3-35 houses; and the populationwas 7-80 per house. In1870, averybad year for fires inLondon,

there were1946 (thelargestnumber recorded), being one to every
1649 persons and toevery226houses; there were only 7-29personsper house. In1873 the fires were1548,being one to eveiy 2159personsand toevery403houses;and there werebut7-10 personsperhouse. "

Increaseor the World's Population.— It seems that onlyfor death there would be no living in this world of ours. Thissounds strangely, but that itis quite as true as it is strange Dr.Letheby has proved conclusively enough. This distinguished
authority has found that the annual excessofbirths overdeaths is12-8 per1000 inEnglandand Wales;butif it were18per 1000, asit is in100 registrationcounties, the doctor observethat thepopu-lation wouldbedoubledevery forty years;"so that the 22,712,266
of the census of1871 wouldbecome rather more that 45,000000 inforty years,andnearly 91,000,000ineighty years. In120years,orabout twogenerations,it wouldbenearly182,000,000— whichis theestimated population of India. In about 240 years the popu-lation of England and Wales,unless itwas exportedyear by yearinenormousmasses, wouldreachtorather more that1,150,000,000persons. Just imagine all thesepeoplehuddleduptogether Avithinthe prescribedlimits of England and Wales ! Positively shocking
tocontemplate!

°
A GreatSteamship.

—
The TiTmanline have nowin their neAVvessel, the City of Berlin, the largest steamship afloat, with thesingle exceptionof the GreatEastern. The Berlin is five hundredfeet six inches long, andof 6000 tons. "She is shiprigged, has fourmasts, two funnels, twelve boilers, and thirty-six furnaces. Shehas twonewdirect actinghigh andlowpressurecompound condens-ing engines,of1000 horse power. She willhaveampleaccommoda-tion for 250 cabinpassengersat1500 steerage. TheCity of Berlinwill sail for New York inApril, 1875, in command of the Commo-dore ofthe Inmanline.

Horace Greeleyas aCaligraphist.— A good story is told ofHorace Greeley. Everyone connected with the New York pressknew whata delectable handhe wrote. Having occasion to com-municate with abrother editor, he wroteanoteanddespatcheditby amessenger. His friend, not being able,todecipherit,returnedit for further explanation;uponreceiptofwhichHorace,supposingiit tobe areply tohis owncommunication, looked overitand tried
toreadit;andnot being able to fathomits contents, turned petu-lantly to the imp, and said, "What does the blessed foolmean?
takeitback again;Icannotmakeit out-." "Please,sir," retortedthe messenger,

"
that's just whathesays."

The ScissorsEditor.
—

The scissors editor of a newspaper iscommonly the butt for many jokes, but a contemporary comesboldly to the rescue of these undervalued studentsof literature.He says:
—

Somepeopleestimatethe ability of tho newspaper and
the talentby theeditor by thequantity of original nabter. It is
comparativelyaneasy matterfor afrothywriter to jourout dailyacolumn of words— words upon anyand all subj< cs. His ideasmay flow in oneweak, washy,everlasting flood,and the command
of his language may enable him to string them together likebunchesofonions, andyethispaper may beameagreandpoorcon-cern. Indeed, the mere writingpart of etitiug a paper is but asmall portionof the work. The care, the time employedinselect-ing is far more important,and the tactof a gooJeditor is bettorshownby his selectionsthan anythingelse;and that,weknow, is

AnApt Scholar.
—

TheChristchurch,'Press5 is ofopinionthatMr.Bowenhaslearnt onepartof aMinister's business. He is al-ready an adeptin the art ofspeaking without sayinganything,and1knowshow toaddressan audienceonpublic affairs withoutgivin^themaparticleof information, '*
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half thebattle. But,as we havesaid, aneditor oughtto be esti-mated, andhis laborunderstood and appreciated,by the general
conduct ofhis paper, it tone,its uniform, consistent course, itsaims, its management, its dignity, and propriety. To preservethese as theyshould be preserved is enough tooccupy fully thetime and attentionof anyman. If to this be added the general
supervision of the newspaper establishment, which most editorsnave to encounter, the wonder is how they find tune to writeat all.

Relics of Axcxbxt Greatness.— The prominent partSwedenonceplayed inEuropeanhistory has been brought home toher pre-sent rulersby the discoveryin the waroffice atStockholmofa totallyforgottenwork, preparedexpressly by order of Charles XI., to com-memorate her triumphs. This book is an illustrated manuscript,di-vided into twenty volumes, and containiug upward of 200 pages ofdrawings, withcopiesof the numerous flags andstandardsof variouspatternscapturedby theSwedish army in battle or siegedown to theyear1697. Itis describedas the handiwork of one Olof Hofman,
who received the sumof 640 rix dollars for its execution. A greatpart of theoriginal trophies depicted in it still actually exist in thewell-knownRitterholmsChurch of the city, which does duty asthemetropolitancathedralongreat occasions,and thepresentKing, whowas honorably distinguished before he came to the throne, hasorderedaninvestigationtobe made of the vast stores of such relicslaid up there, which were vaguely reportedto number 6000, and havebeen found tonumberactually over4000. Of thesethemost remark-able are tobe restored on the same principles thathavebeen appliedto trophiesof a similar order, until recently neglected in GermanyandSwitzerland,neither of which countries, however,canpretendtorival theSwedishcollection. Nothing could more forciblyshow thechangedpoliticalcondition of Europe during the last twocenturiesthan that such amass of these relics should be in the possessionof anation which is earnestly debating whether her decayed militarypower can be so renewed as to face even a mere fractionof thatR..s-
sianarmy which,down to Pultowa's fatal day, kings affectedtodes-
piseas a foe hardly worthbeating.

Journalismas aBusiness.
—
Incommentinguponthe failureof anewspapereditor, the '

St.LouisGlobe
'

tells aplain truthinthe following words.—The business of journalism willcontinue tobe an inviting field for experiments for those who havealargeamount of money and a large amount of egotism. A man who,having edited a paper until he was forty, should suddenlyannouncehimself a lawyer, would be regarded as a fool by thelegalprofession;and yet weoftenhear of lawyersof fortymakingsudden pretentions to journalism. There is an idea that thebusiness requiresnoapprenticeship;that the editors come forthfromlaw-offices and colleges fully armed for the profession,likePallas from thebrow ofJove. Itis amistake;there is not to-dayasingle journalist ofnationalreputationwhohasnot devotedmoretime andmorehardwork tohis profession than, withequal fitnessand application,would have made him a great lawyeroragooddoctor. Andyetninety out of everyhundredmenyoumeetonthestreet willhesitate about carryingahodor making a.pairofshoes,whereastherewillprobably not be one in the hundredwhocan't,accordingtohisown judgment, edit anynewspaperin the countrybetterthan itis edited,nomatter inwhatmannerorby whom.HowthePiesare made.— The 'PallMallGazette' givenanaccount of the wayin which the pate de fow gras is obtainedinwhatis called the "foie gras factories" at Strasburg. The geesetobeoperateduponarecollared and marched away toacellar halfunder-ground,where wideand sloping stone tablesaa-earrangedinintiers. Inthe murky light thrown in by some twenty air-holes,oneat first can distinguish nothing;but by andbye it becomesapparentthathundredsof geesearealreadylying"strappedon their,backs to theupper tiers. Six girls take each their goose,layhimgentlybutfirmly on the stone,and then tie downhiswings, body,and legs tight withplaitedwhipcord. The bird'sn«ck is left free,
and there thepoor thinghas toliestill for sevenweeks. Thebirdsare fedby Alsatiangirls with large woodenbowls. Each of thesebowls is filled withathick paste, made of parboiledmaize, chest-nuts, andbuckwheat. The girl catchesthebirdby theneck,openshis billwitha little squeese, and then rains three of fourballsofthe paste down its throat with her middle finger. The goosehaving been thus refreshed, resumes his slanting position anddigests till the next time for feeding, which arrives about twohours after, the meals being about six aday. Andsomattersgoon till the timeforkilling j but wecannotfindspace forthefurtherrepulsivedetails. No wonderthatamember of the Societyfor theSuppression of Cruelty to Animals once arriveditt Strasburgandendeavoredtocope with the pie factors;but was worsted. Who,
after this would enjoy Strasburg pies?
**. The Man with the Capital. The man who knows hisbusinessisnever without capital. At ameeting in Londona fewmonths ago,Archbishop Manning saidhe didnot lookupon work-

ingmeneither as great capitalistsor asmen of no capital atallj"
for every workingmanwith astrongarm,asteadyeye,goodwill,

andskill in histrade or calling, evenif only a laborer, possessed
the truest and bestof capital,which could not be lost unless hewas struck downby thehandof God, orunlesshe squandereditbyhis own fault." No matter what your business is, know itthoroughly,andyou win independenceand therespectof your fel-lows. The bestman is theman who knows his tools and whosetoolsknowhim. Master your trade andstick toit,and bringyourchildrenup with respectfor the capitalof skill and industry, andyou willbea happy andgoodcitizen.

WAIFS AND STRAYS.POET'S CORNER.
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