
A ROMANTIC STORY.
ALeipsic paperpublishes the followingstory:— About tenmonthsago a rich patron of sciences and arts in Berlin offeredprizesamounting toabout140dok each for thebest essayson the historyof theMiddle Ages,astronomy,geology,poetry,andmetaphysics;
andabout 385d01s each for the best romance and thebestpoem.A committee ofseveral members of theseveralUniversity facultieswasappointedto award the prizes, and the awards weremadeashort time ago. A large number of persons competed, and thework offeredhad a large amount of excellent material among it.The namesof the writers were enclosedinsealed envelopes,on theoutsideof whichfictitiousnames wereinscribed. The prizefor"theessayon metaphysics was awarded to a young mannamedMaxMarkmann, who had sent his essay under the name of "HansWildenstein." When Markmann's name was announced,apale,poorly-clad, exceedingly wretched-looking youngman steppedfor-wardand v/as greetedwitha hearty round of applause. His hairwas thinand already sprinkled with grey,and his wholeappear-ance excited the sympathy of the audience. After receivingtheprizehe quietly returned to his seat. One after anotheras thetitlesof the bestessayswereannounced, the accompanyingenvelopedisclosedMarkmann as theauthor,and the.applausegrew tumul-tuous as the youngman,looking more weary every time, steppedforward. The excitement amongthe students wasso great thatasuggestion wouldhavecaused them to carry him off in triumph.The essaysall examined, the poems came next in turn,and theprize wasMarkmann's. Then the romance prize was found tobehis. It was entitled "The Village Schoolmaster," and BetholdAuerbach,whowas of thecommittee, pronouncedit as oneof themost gracefully written stories hehadever'read. This was the lastprizeawarded,buthardly had the fortunatecompetitor risen togo
andreceiveit whenhe fellfainting to the floor. A death-likestill.ness reignedin the hall, while they earned the poor youngmaninto anadjoining room,wherethephysicians succeededinrestoringhim to consciousness,but that wasall, for four hours afterwardshe
was acorpse. His death was the result of long yearsof depriva*tion. He was literallystarvedto death.

ANIRISHMAN IN MANILLA.
The followingamusing and in some measure instructive letter hasappearedin the

'
BombayCatholic Examiner'of the 29thof August:

_� Manilla,Philipine Islands.lhe day afterIwrote to youIleft forManilla, in the PhilipineIslands, and arrived there on Friday, the 7th inst. Itis themosthospitableplaceIwasever in. Iwasnot twohours on shore whenI'got aninvitationtoa largeball, which, of course,Iaccepted, and wentthere;it was splendidly got up;about three hundred were there, allbpamsh, someof whom speak English pretty well, co Imanaged toget onwellenough. Theheat so wasgreatthatIcould not dance fastdances. Thermometer98Fahr. Idauced one regadoor (quadrille),that was all. The girls were beautiful,at least someof them; butthey all look pretty,at all events their dress makes themlook so. Along veil, either white or black,as the case maybe, thrown over then-heads;The music was splendid, the supper just thesame as athome,and the ices equally as good. Our dresses (thegentlemen) all white,whichlooks to myeye,accustomed asIam to a black evening dress,as rather strange at first. White coat, white waistcoat, and whitetrousers, and made of the lightest materials. Inever was inso hos-pitable a place. Islept on shore every evening, everyonefighting tosee who woidd have me, to bring meout to drive in their carriages,which, as matterof course,Ihad theuse of. They all driveout onaplace calledthe Calsado, whichwoiddremind youof tho Salthillroad
in Galway. This Manilla is a place that you could walk iuto anyhouse and hnngup yourhat. Manilla is the most Catholic placeIever was in, theEnglish are the onlyProtestants there, and with theexceptionoftheEnglish chapel,no Protestant church is to be found
inthe wholeof thePhilipines;the inhabitants there walk about withscapulars,not hidden from view,as at home,but outside the clothes;also a cross and beads. Monks and priests to noend:themonks,though they are the richest people in the laud, go about withoutchocs, andin a plaincotton dress, witha robe round their waists andtheir headsshaved. Under the sun there arenot ahappierrace thanthe lower orders of the Philipines. There is no such thing asabe-r-gar; not evenone didIsee,and yet there are nopoor liouscs. Everyonehas enough,everyone iscleanly dressed, and thecottages extremlyclean;those whoneedreliefhave not to go and suffer tho scorns of acommonmasterof a workhouse, as at home, but go the monasteriesand there the good old nionka listenwithpity to their sorrowful tales,andgive themrelief —not temporary assistance—butnever ceaseuntil j
they have thatman inhis old position of earninghis bread,nomatterwhatthe expense'maybo;and that is the way they spend their largeincome. Iwish you saw the happinessofthe peasants here and thencompare thenv.with those at home. The natives are all Catholicallover the Spanish island. It is strange how allover the East,in thesettlements, thenatives andIndians all become Catholics, while in theProtestantsettlementsnot one will become a Protestant. InChinathe Catholics aremaking great strides. The Chinese womenare be-
coming Catholicsvery fast; thereasonis plain, they arebadly treated(thatis the women) inChinaby their husbands;in fact,looked\iponas aninferiorrace ;cannot sit in the high placesin the Chineseplaceof worship, anditis a common practice for men to beat their wives.Ihave inChina seen the Catholicmissionary going about withshavedheadand tail, dressed oxactly like a Chinamen, preaching ri»hb andleft that women hadan immortalsoul as well asmen,and justashi"h
in the order of creation andas much to do with the salvationof theworld. The consequence is,all the womenfollow themand becomeChristians,andthenbringup theirsonsanddaughters in theCatholictaith. Isaw verymany inCantoncoming to be baptized. Therearesplendid churches inManilla;the altars exceed anythingIever saw.One of the altarsis as large as that of Gardiner's street, in* Dublinabout 12 feetlong, 12 high, and of solid silver. Isaw another ofmother-o -pearland gold;itstood about 10 feet, which, whenlightedup, hada grand effect. The high altar in theChurch of St. John,atMalta,isnothing to it. The high altar in the Archbishop'schapelisthe grandest thingIever saw— silver and gold, mother-o'pearl andprecious stones; the music delightful;Mozart's immortal Ko 12sung by five hundred voices, andan orgau, the like of whichIneverheard;and then tho artillery blazing away without the "Walls of thecathedral during the elevation. Oh, youhaveno ideaof the grandeurot Catholic worship inCatholiccountries! On Whit-Sunday eveningIsaw theprocessionoftheBlessedSacramentthrough the streets,andthousands upon thousandsof little childrenstrewing flowers beforeit.Since IleftEurope Ihave not seen a placeIlike half so much;in-deedChina is a place you could not enjoy yourself so much as atManilla. What disgusted me more than anything inCanton %ras tosee the natives eatingcats and dogs. Idon'tenvy them theirdaintydish, lhe beggar-square isa shocking place,whereallthebeg<rai.3 are
thrown into starve. The templeof fivehundredgods is a beautifulbuilding m Canton. Imust now conclude. Ishall send yousomephotographsItook hereand at Alexandria,also several views of thepyramids, which, if youlike, youeausend to the 'IllustratedLondonJNows. There iscertainly a verystrange custom in thePhilipines—one,Ishould say, that was ridiculous— and that if, the extraordinary
customof having game cocks perchedoneveryman's shoulder. Cockfighting is au amusement all classes are fond of. No doubt,cruelyou will say;but, however,not morecruel thanhunting a poo.- haretorhis life, as athome.

GENERAL NEWS.
HisEminence the CardinalArchbishopofParis has receivedacontributiontowardsthe Church, of the SacredHeart,which has acurious history attached to it. The Abb6de Manneval, of theparish of St. PhillippedvRoule, Paris, recently sent him lOOOfwhichheobtained from.Madame deRothschildunderthefollowingcircumstances:— Whenayoungman,beforebecomingapriest,thisabbe wasan attache ofthe FrenchEmbassy at Vienna,andonedaypurchasedalittle miniatureinan oldcuriosityshopfor afewfrancs.The otherday he showedit toMadame de Rothschild,who incaiutiously pulled the frame off, andtoher surprise found writtenonthe insidethese words:

"PortraitofMadame dePompadour,givenbyher to M. deKaunitz," « I'll give youa lOOOf.for your goodworks,Abbe,if you will let me have this miniature." "Take it,
Madame la Baronne," said the Abbe, who the next day sent thelOOOf.to the Cardinalwith the above story. "Ithank you,Abbe,"saidhis Eminence, onreceiving the money,"we willmakeaworkof expiationof it, andpray for the soul of the unhappy womanwhomthepicturerepresented."

"The'Figaro' informs us that the MarquisedeCaux(Adelina
Patti) recently sung inParis for the benefitof the Alsace-Lorraineemigrants. The large sum of 60,000f. was thereby collected forthese poor people,and to the amount MadamePatti added a per-sonal contribution of1600f. Inconsequence of this actof charity,itseems thatorders havebeen given that "theDiva" shall not beengagedinBerlin, or anywhere else inGermany. Patti,however,
isequal tothe occasion, anddeclares that if this is really the case,
itis amatter of most supreme indifference to her,as she had notintended going to Germany at all as long as thatcountry has afooting m France. The celebrated prima donna still furtheroffendsGerman susceptibilitiesbyher answer tothe letterof thankswhich Madame de MacMahomaddressedher,inwhichshedeclaredthatnothing pleased her more than to be of service to France,whichcountry,being thatof her husband, shenow considersas herown.

Ay AycvvLTidal"Wave.— Additional advices fromMacao andHongIvong report that the damage by tho typhoonand tidil waveasmore thanconfirmingpreviousreports. It is estimated that a totalof twenty thousandlives were lost. At Macao the typhoon was ofthemost terrific character. The tidal wave broke on shore witha\r«ful violence, sweeping everything before it. When the tempest wasat itsheight, fires broke out insix different places,maliciously causedby pirates for spoils. The churchof St. Antonio,andalargenumberof houses in the neighbourhood were burned down. Many of thepeoplelost everything, and are rendered homeless. Macao was laidmrums, and the misery thus cutaiied upon hundreds ofitsresidentsis fearful, while the loss of life is enormous. It is computed thatover 10,000 lives were lost in Macao alone. Four days after itsoccurrence, the effluvia arising from tho thousands of decomposingbodies was so very great that the soldiers revolted and refused tobury anymore bodies. The governor,,fearing that a plague wouldfollow if thebodies werenot disposedof, orderedthem to be burned.Four thousandbodieswerecremated. Thetroopsfirst coveredthecorpses
with tar, and then set the heaps on fire. Tho loss of lives inandaround andin thevicinity of Hong Kong will exceed4000. A largonumber of Europeansare among thekilled.

Aeeest of o>*b ThousandPehsoks.— The « Telegraph"
repeatsthe reports of a Socialistic conspiracy in Russia, and adds that1000persons, including many ladies, have been arrested. A commissionhas been appointed toinvestigate the conspiracy, the exactobject ofwhichisstill unknown. Several persons of exaltedrank are said tobe implicated. A vast amount ofmoney seems to have been at thedisposalof the conspirators. The arrests since the discovery of theplot havebeen so numerous that aperfect reign of terror exists in StPetersburg. It was proposed that the police should search every

house in the city in a singlenight. y
Twenty Sisters of the Cross and-severalRomanCatholicpriests

were passengersby the steamerSt.Osyth,-which arrivedat Melbourneat theendoflastyear,
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