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really active minds, is the great problem of human existence,
and evil, right and wrong, what? whence ? whither. And what
hing unaided reason done towards the solution of this transcendent
problem, which he justly cally *fhe great object of human
thought ?* The answer i, nothing whatever. The only result of
* continually seeking to Jmow,” Mr, Herbert Spencer announces, ig
*a deepened conviction of the impossibility of lmowing.” Such
are the cheerful triumphs of yeason when it pretends to be “all or
nothing.” Far from affording the slightest agsistance in determin-
ing “ the great problem of human existence,” it not only confesses
its own impotence, but affect to rejoice in it. It makes total
ignorance st once a duty and a privileze. It is alike our highest
wisdom,” continues My, Spencer, “ and our highest duty to regard
that throngh which all things exist as The Unknowable”

If this is what reason always comes to when it is made “all or
nothing,”” does not this uniformity of result, st once so dismal and
#o ludicrous, puggest the idea that perhaps it has been improperly
used P Since reason thus employed gives no help whatever towards
solving the most urgent question ever proposed to human intel-
ligence, and always ends by frankly confessing its own failure, may
there not be something else, as Plato suspected, which is able to
supplement its in¢apacity ? The question is eminently practical, |
The most vigorious intellects in all ages, including our own, have
answered it in the affrmative. They not only profess to have
solved *the great problem of hwman existence,” byt tell us how it
is donie. The countless volumes in which they speak of feith and
ita odjects aro among the most splendid monuments of human
genus.  Faith, they tell us, js a gift which never contradicts right
reason, though it takes cognisance of truths which lie outside its
ephere. Ytis an intelleetual gift, but wholly distinet from mere
renson, not subject to its deplorable aberrations, and quite as
strong in the most illiterate peasant as in the greatest philosopher.
Unnumbered millions, of all races and tongnes, bave found by actual
experience that this is true.

The gentleman who writes in the * Pall Mall Gazette * does not
see it. He would rather that what he calls his * reason * should
detain him in eternal darkuness than ascend into the region of light
by the aid of Faith. Nobody will interfere with his choice.
* Elephants,” he says, *will not breed in captivity,” and he
* would rather give up the process of thinking althogether * than
confine his own elephantine reason within  the prison-yard which
the Pope and his priests have marked out ag its place of exercige.”
He will not herd with such captives as St. Augustine, 8t. Thomas
Agquinas, 8. Bernard, and St. Philip Neri. He knows, but is not
much impressed by the fact, that n v distingunished dweller in
that prison—gard, who never suspected that he was in prizson, was
pot ashamed to submit 4is vast intellect to the control of faith and
the infallible authority of the Church. Bossuet understood that
He to whom we belong has as much right to the submission of our
reason as of our will. **It never ocourred to him,” our journalist
ohserves, “ that it was not the proper function of the Church to
hamper humen reason.” We doubt if he did. Bossuet who had
almost as much genius ag the lawyers of the * Pall Mall Gazette,’
and who will be read with admiration long affer the last number
of that instructive print has been consumed ns waste paper, would
have told his cxitic that-the proper function of the Church is not
to hawmper reason, but to save it from committing ruicide. He
knew, as other men of gening had known, that she 8 the gruardian
of certain revealed truths, which do not tolerate gquestions simply
because they are revealed. He knew also that if they are received
by faith, on the utherity of the Church, they are not received
simply because she teaches them. To manty she teached them in
vain. Infidels and heretics often know what she teaches, but do
nof receive it, because they do nob possess what Holy Scripture
calle *“ the precious gift of faith.” Christians, of whatever nation,
do receive it, ot by constraint, but vivtue of that interjor illumina-
tion which faith kindles in the soul. Al who have it, of whatever
race or nation, are conscious of it, feel its power, exult in its super-
natural light. When the sort of people who write in the © Pall
Mall Guzette ” tell them that they cannot have it, because there is
no such thing, they only see, in such delirions speech, a fresh proof
of the unutterable misery of those who have it not,

The testimony of those who possess the gift of faith outweighs
the ignorant scepticism of those who do not. Fven Sir Willinm
Hamilton confessed that * Knowledge is an inferior ground of
assurance to natural belief.” Iike Plato, he saw that to determine
the problem of human existence something else is wantod besides
reason. A man who can seriously affirm, like the writer in the
‘ Pall Mall Guzette,” that reason must be all or nothing,” knows as
little about reascn as he does about faith; and when he adds that
the existence of certain fixed truths, revealed by God and witnessed
by the Church, “ hampers reason,” it iz as if he contended that a
lighthouse is the confusion of mariners, and s hinderance to the
navigation of the sea. It would not be miore absurd to maintain
that the postulates of the geometricizn close the door of his own
science. It is not faith which obscures reason, but the want of it,
Faith in the truths of Revelation never impede the progresg of trng
Rcience, and never will. In our own 8g¢, as in every other, there
is not o branch of human knowledge which is mot &g eagerly in.
vestigated by the Catholic as by the

b unbelieving or heretical
student, with the full approval and acquiescence of the Chureh ;
but as renson,

according to Kant, is “subject to inevitable delusion,”
and continually substitutes its own assumphions for facts, and

y any two modern philosophers are of one mind, it s an
enorous advantage to the Catholic that he alone possesses a tesy
by which the capricious conclusions of * reason’ can bhe checked and

good

corrected. The foolish newspapers, which say one thing to-day and
another to-morrow, and think that man’s noblest privilege is the
right to be deceived, may tell their readers that the Church |
hampers reason, but they only display their own inenrable folly, !
The Church, as even Mr. Froude remarks, had for centuries « the !
monopoly of learning.”

What ke fears is not ¥nowledge, hut .

ignorance ; and as to liberty, whether of the intelloct or the con-
science, the experience of our own age proves that people who wish
to curtail hoth alweys begin by attacking the authority which is
able to defend hoth. “If we take a brosd view,” says Mr, Lecky,
in his book on Rationalism, * of the Listory of liberty since the
establishiment of Christienity, we find that the ground of conflict
was at first personal, and at a later period political liberty, and
that in the earlier stage the Catholic Church was fhe special repre-
stntative of progress.” ~ Buch is the confession even of non-Catholics
like e, Guizot, Hallan, and Macanlay, when their own judg-
ment is not fatally blinded by an ignoble bondage to a sect, a
school, or a party.  *“Itis historically certain,” says Dr. Nevin,
well-kmown American Lutheran minister, jn the ‘ Mercerburg
Review,” ¢ that Eurcpean society, as & whole, in the period hefore
the Reformation, was steadily advancing in the direction of a
nitional, safe liberty.” If in our own day liberty is everywhel®
menaced, it is not by the Church, hut by her enemies. They
perfectly uaderstand, in Beylin and elaewhere, that if they wa.ntiu
gag liberty they must first get rid of Aer.

The newspapers dispute this trath. They know thet if pecple
shonld ever recognize it their occupation would be gone. They
live, and design to live, by flattering the prejudices of the many.
If the Irish Bishops publish a noble protest againgt the gross
philosophy proclaimed the other day in Belfast, the * Times,’
instead of thanking them, flippantly ohserves that * the publie
need only inquire under whose guidance science reached this point,
at which she now commands the attention of the Roman Catholic
Church, and compels the Pope to bless colleges founded to teach
the doctrines of Galileo.”” Its readers will, no doubt, be quite con-
tent with this specimen of what Charles Lamb ealls « superficial
ommiscience.” It is, however, just possible that some of them may
have read Dr. Gladstone’s eseay on Points of Supposed Collizion
betiween Soripture and Netural Science. He salso discusses the case
of Galileo, but is not quite so shallow and uneritical as the * Times,
perthaps because he appealed to more exacting readers. *'The
Reformed Chureh,” he observes, “sided with the Vatican in thig
matter, and had we heen living in the beginning of the seventeenth
century, we too should have felt that the diffieulty waa a serious
one.” The difficulty of which the Chureh was bound to take
account in the interest of human sonls has passed away, and now,
as Dr. Gladetone adds; “the Copernitan theory is taught alike in
Frotestant schools of divinity and in Jesuit colleges”” Thisis s
mode of treating the subject which would not have guited the
‘Times,” because it tends to rewove, and not to confirm, ignoraat
and vnreflecting prejudice. When we see how the writers in the
Protestant newspapers, whether secular or ostensibly religious, nse
what they call their “resson,” and to what resalts it conducts
them, we understand what the French editor of St. Thomas meant
when he said : Lo monde a encore plus besoin de la raison que de
1a foi,”—* Tablet.”

ALSACE AND IRELAND.
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A srrcran correspondent of a Paria paper—M.. Wachter, who is
himeself & native of Strashourg—has just given an account of the
system of Germeanizing Alsace, which is likely to make French-
men grave. M. Wachter says:—The progress alrendy made
alarms me. T didnot think it posible to change in two years the ap-
pearanceof a town as they have changed Strashourg.” The means by
which thia fransformation has been effected are: the German umi-
versity, encouragement to German immigra.ﬁpn, encouragement to
French immigration, expulsion of teaching priests, and compulsory
use of German in the schools. M. Wackter declares that the re-
sult must be fatal to Prench loyalty in time, for the little children
are learning Grerman and no other tongae.

How liie an oft-told tale this news appesss to an Irishman who
knows the history of his conntry, " The same process is being pur-
sued in Alsace as Ireland hasz endured during the last six or seven
centuries—but notably daring the last two. How vast must be the
difference hetween the peoples. Four years have scarcely elp.s;tgd
since the Prussians conquered Alsace; those who where children
then are children still; the fresh maxks of conflict are pointed out
on the walls and windows of the cities; the veterans of the war are
Yyoung men still ; but a French observer sadly declars that already
the loyaly of Alsace to France is being sapped,  for the little children
are leayning German and no other tongue’

Well we know that tyravts ever, with an art from darkuess sprung,
Strove to make the vonguered nations slaves alike in linb and tongne,

But the banishment of a langmage cannot banish love and
loyalty from the hearts of a brave race. In this early day of her
sorrow let Alsace look to Ireland for strength to resist, Let her,
see there a people who have indeed changed their langunge, bub
who have used the tongue of the conqueror to register their wronfys
and perpetuate their love for fatherland. The Irish were foreed
to see their grand old language fade hefore their eyes “like the
leaves upon the trees ;;:i but }fo man eould say until this day that

iotism or hope faded with if.
pa.the ara sow?g to see a land with so much Celtic blood as Alsace
must contain, sink into contempt in the space of four years. We
fear the Prussian element across the Rhine must have been stronger
than was thought. Ina few years move even in one generation—
when Prussin writes the “ History of the Waxr™ for the schools of
Alsace, we may expect to see the conguered province leading the
Prussian States in anti-Gallic hatred. How wise were the words of

« Mr, Hunter at the meeting of the Southern Historical Society in

Richmond a few weeks ago: Wo! to the people who leave 1t to
their conquerors to write the history of the contest.”—* Pilot.”

At Romford four children hare been falally

poisoned by having
teething powder given to them, ‘



