
reallyactive minds is thegreatproblemof human existence,goodand evil right *uid wrong,what? whence? whither. And whatSkE^kT* done.f°wards solution ofthis transcendent
thought? The answeris,nothingwhatever. The only result ofcontinuallyseeking toknow,"MrBHerbert Spencer announces,is"a deepenedconviction of the impossibilityof knowing." SuchXiSfjS"? 4 n̂um?i18 ° freaf°n when itpretendstobe« all orXSSS' ~7°? S affo^S theslightest assistanceindetermin-ing thegreatproblemof humanexistence,"itnot only confessesits own impotence, but affect to rejoice in it. Itmakes totalS^^^^«+?Ce aJ?ty

o
nda PrivileSe- "Xis alikeourhighestffSffilJS^T^ « andour highestduty torfgardthat through whichall thingsexistas The Unknowable:'„ rt. t 8̂,18 whafl^°n?lways«omes to when it is made"allornothing, doesnot thisuniformityof result,at onceso dismalandbo ludicrous,suggest the ideathat perhapsithas beenimproperlyShSL £*"* 'TOllT011*"?empl°Jed yes»° helP whatevertoS£JZ£ aTT8* question ever proposed to humanintel-ligence,andalwaysendsbyfrankly confessingitsown failure,maytherenotbe something else,as Plato suspected, which is able tosupplementits mcapacity? The questionis eminently practicaLThemost yigonous intellectsinall ages, includingouiown, haveSKySI.1* m aJ?rma l̂e- T^y »°t only profess to havesolved"the greatproblem ofhumanexistence," but tellushowitisdone. Thecountless volumesin which they speak offaith andits objects are among the most splendid monuments of humangenius. Faith, they tellus,is agift whichnevercontradictsrightreason,thoughit takes cognisanceof truths which lieoutsideitssphere. Itis an intellectualgift, but wholly distinct frommerereason, not subject to its deplorable aberrations,and quite asstrongua themost illiteratepeasantas in the greatest philosopher.

detainhimineternaldarkness than ascendinto the region of light%WW 5/aith-
?<*>& *O1 interfere with his chofce.Elephants, he says, "will not breed in captivity," and he"wouldrathergive up theprocess of thinkingaltogether» thanconfine his ownelepnantine reason within"theprison-yard whichthe Popeandhaspriests have markedout as its place ofexercise."ite willnot herd with such captivesas St. Augustine, St ThomasAqumas, St. Bernard andSt. PhilipNeri. He Sws,butiHSmuch impressed by the fact, thata verydistinguished dwellerinthatprison-yard, who never suspectedthat he was inprison, wasnotashamedtosubmit 3us vast intellectto the controlof faithandtheinfallible authority of the Church. Bossuet understoodthatHe towhom webelonghas asmuch right tothe submission ofourreasonas of our will. "Itnever occurred tohim," our journalistobserves, "tba,t it was not the proper function of the Church tohamperhuman reason." We doubt ifhe did. Bossuet whohadalmost asmuchgenius as the lawyers of the"PallMallGazette'a?xJT? *?~ °® read.^h admirationlong after the histnumberofthat instructiveprinthasbeen consumed as wastepaper, wouldhave toldhismtic that-the proper function of the Church isnotto hamperreason, but to save it from committing suicide Heknew,as other men of genius had known, thatshe is the guardianofcertain revealed truths, whichdonot tolerate questions simplybecause they arerevealed. Heknew also thatif they are receivedby faith, on the authority of the Church, they are notreceivedsimply because she teaches them. To manyshe teached them invain. Infidelsand heretics oftenknow whatshe teaches, butdonot^receive it, because they do not possess what Holy Scripturecalls"the precious giftof faith." Christians, of whatevernation!do receiveit,notby constraint,butvirtueof thatinteriorillumina-tionwhichfaithkindlesin the soul. All who haveit, of whateverraceornation, areconscious of it,feelits power,exult inits super-natural light. When the sort of people who -write in the 'PallMallGazette tell them that they cannothaveit, because there isnosuch thing,they only see,insuchdeliriousspeech,afresh proofof theunutterablemisery of those whohaveitnotThe testimony of thosewhopossess thegift of faith outweighsthe ignorant scepticism of those who do not. Even Sir WilliamHamilton confessed that "Knowledge is an inferior ground ofassurance tonaturalbelief." LikePlato,he saw thattodeterminetheproblemof human existence something else is wantedbesidesf^f" £,? lan

i,wh<kCan seri(msly a^m, like the writer in thePallMallGazette,'thatreasonmust beallornothing," knowsaslittleaboutreasonashe does about faith; and whenheadds thatthe existenceof certainfixedtruths,revealedby Godand witnessedby the Church, "hampersreason," itis as if he contendedthatalighthouse is the confusion of mariners, and a hinderance to thenavigationof the sea. Itwould not be more absurdtomaintainthat thepostulatesof the geometrician close the doorof his own%"%£*'' *?ILn?£ *%Whfh obscures but the wantofltFaith in the truthsofRevelationneverimpede theprogreslof truescience,andneverwill. Inour own age, as inevery other? thereis notabrmch of humanknowledge which is not IseagerlyISvestagated by the Catholic as by the unbelieving or hereticalstudent,witft the full approval and acquiescence of theChSchbutas reason,.according toKant, is "subject toinevitabledelusion»and continually substitutes its own assumptions for facts *nAhardly any two modern philosophers are of one mind, it 'is anenormousadvantage to the Catholic that healonepossesses a te^tSISS^'FTi!conchlßions of "reason" canbe checkedidcorrected. The foolishnewspapers,which sayone tiling to-dayandanother to-morrow, and think that man's noblestpri f̂fefstheright to be deceived, may tell their readers tlmt the^CWhhampersreason,but they only display their own incurablefoUvThe Church, as even Mr. Froude remarks, hadfor centuries "Sfcmonopoly of learning» What she fears is not knowledge, £ AtRoniford fourchildren harebeen fatally poisoned^ by havingteethingpowdergivento them, " *
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ignorances andas to liberty, whether of the intellect orthe con-science, the experienceofourownageproves thatpeoplewho wishto curtailbothalways begin by attacking the authoritywhichisable to defendboth. «If we take a broadview,"saysMr.Lecky,
inhis book on Rationalism, "of the history of liberty since theestablishmentof Christianity, we find that the groundofconflictwasat first personal, and at a laterperiodpolitical liberty,andthat in the earlierstage the Catholic Church was the specialrepre-tentativeofprogress." Suchis the confessionevenof non-CatholicsHkeßanke, Guizot,Hallan, and Macaulay, whentheirowninds-ment is not fatally blinded by an ignoble bondage to a sect,aschool, oraparty. "Itis historically certain," saysDr.Nevin,awell-known American Lutheran minister, in the 'MercerburgKeview, "thatEuropean society, as a whole,in theperiodbeforettie -Reformation, was steadily advancing in the direction of arational,safe liberty." If in our own day liberty is everywhefemenaced, it is not by the Church, but by her enemies. Theyperfectlyunderstand,inBerlinandelsewhere, thatif they wantiogag libertytheymust firstgetridof her.

Thenewspapers dispute this truth. They know thatifpeopleshould ever recognize it their occupation would be gone. Theylive, anddesign to live,by flatteringthe prejudices of themany.
If the Irish Bishops publish a nobleprotest against the grossphilosophy proclaimed the other day in Belfast, the 'Times/instead of thanking them, flippantly observes that "the publicneedonly inquireunder whoseguidance sciencereachedthis point,atwhich shenow commandsthe attentionof theRoman CatholicChurch, and compels the Pope tobless colleges founded to teachthedoctrinesof Galileo." Itsreaderswill,nodoubt, bequitecon-tentwith this specimen of what Charles Lamb calls"superficialomniscience." Itis, however, justpossible that someof themmayhave read Dr. Gladstone's essay onPoints of Supposed Collisionbetween Scripture andNatural Science. He also discusses thecaseof Galileo,butis not quitesoshallowanduncriticalas the " Times,*perhaps because he appealed to more exacting readers. "TheReformedChurch,"he observes, "sided with the Vaticanin thismatter,andhad we beenliving inthebeginningof the seventeenthcentury,we too should have felt that the difficulty wasaseriousone." The difficulty of which the Church was bound to take
accountin the interestof human soulshaspassedaway,andnow,
asDr. Gladstone adds,"the Copernican theory is taught alikeinProtestantschools of divinity andin Jesuit colleges." Thisis amode of treating the subject which would not have suited the'Times,'because it tends to remove, andnot toconfirm, ignorant
andunreflecting prejudice. When we see how the writersin theProtestantnewspapers, whethersecularor ostensiblyreligious, usewhat they call their "reason," and to what results it conductsthem, we understandwhatthe Frencheditorof St.Thomas meantwhenhesaid:"Lemonde aencore plusbesomdela raisonque delafoi."— "<Tablet.'

*

ALSACE AND IRELAND.
VAB VICTISI

A special correspondent of a Paris paper
— M._ Wachter, whoishimselfanative of Strasbourg

—
has just given anaccount of thesystemof Germanizing Alsace> -which is likely to make French-men grave. M. Wachter Bays:
—

"The progress already madealarmsme. Ididnotthink itposibletochange intwoyearstheap-pearanceofatownastheyhavechanged Strasbourg." Themeansbywhich this transformation hasbeen effectedare:the Germanuni-
versity,encouragementtoGerman immigration,encouragementtoFrench immigration,expulsionof teachingpriests, andcompulsory
use of German in the Bchools. M. Wachter declares that there-sultmust be fatal toFrenchloyalty in. time, for thelittlechildrenarelearningGermanandnoother tongue.

Howlikeanoft-toldtalethisnewsappearstoan Irishmanwho
knows the history ofhis country. The same process is beingpur-suedinAlsaceasIreland has enduredduring thelastsix or seven
centuries

—
butnotably during the histtwo. Howvastmust be the

differencebetweenthepeoples. Four yearshavescarcely elapsed
since thePrussians conquered Alsace j those who where childrenthenarechildren still; the freshmarks of conflictarepointedouton thewallsand windowsof the cities j the veteransof thewarareyoungmenstill j but aFrenchobserver sadly declarsthatalready
the loyalyofAlsace toFranceisbeingsapped,"for the little childrenare learning Germanandno oilier tongue!'

Well weknow that tyrantsever, with anart from darknesssprung,Strove to make the conquerednations slaves alike inlimb and tongue.
But the banishment of a language cannot banishloveandloyaltyfrom theheartsof abraverace. In this early dayof hersorrowletAlsace look toIreland for strength to resist. Let her,

see thereapeoplewho have indeedchanged then* language, \f\xbwhohaveused the tongueofthe conquerortoregistertheir wrongs
andperpetuatetheir love for fatherland. The Irish were forcedto see their grand old language fade before then-eyes "like theleavesupon the trees j

"
butno man couldsayuntil this day thatpatriotismorhopefadedwithit.

We aresorry'toseealandwithso much Celticbloodas Alsaco
mustcontain, sink intocontempt in the space of four years. We
fear the Prussianelement acrosstheRhinemusthavebeenstronger
thanwas thought. Ina few yearsmore eveninonegeneration

iwhenPrussia writesthe "History of the War" for the schools ofAlsace,wemayexpect to see the conquered provinceleading thePrussianStates inanti-Gallic hatred. How wise werethewordsof
iMr.Hunter at the meeting of the Southern HistoricalSociety in.
Richmond a few weeks ago:WoI to the people who leaveit to
theirconquerors to write the historyof thecontest."

— *Pilot/
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