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CATHOLIC EFFORTS IN ITALY,

e

¥ro an able article in  The Month,” on the Congress of the various
Catholic Bocieties of Italy, lately Leld in the historic city of Venice,
we take the following. The deliberations of the CUongress were
divided inte sections; first, with regard to religions works; next,
works of charity ; the third subject dealt with the engrossing topie of
edrcation; and the fourth, which we transfer to our columns, treated
of that important organ for good or evil--the Press. Unfortunately,
the remarks of *Tho Month’ are too true, and it is painfully evident
that the Catholic body are not sufficiently slive to having sucha
powerful weapon of defence ns the Press at their command. The
evils complained of in Italy and England are not without an existence

even amongst our own community, and the misrepresentations which
are daily published with vegnrd to the Catholic Ch rch should be
suficient proof of the evil of being left at the merey of unscrupulous
Jjournalists :—

“The activity of the press, with the facility of conveying news,
and the extension of imstruction, are all so many weapons turned
against the Church. Just as the Catholic press, by ne means sup-
ported as well as it ought te be, has in England to contend with the
giants of public opinion, who come out daily with their broadsheets,
their special telegrams, and special correspondence, so in Italy the
Catholic papers, treated with shameful tyranny, suppressed, confis-
cated ngain and sgain by an insolent Government, have to biold theiv
own against o swarmn of daily papers whose editors are paid richly
both by the Gtovernment ond the municipal bodies. Sometimes when
we meet with such quotations as one in tho respectable and religious
¢ Guordian,’* from a Oologne paper, aceusing the religious women of
Posen with promoting prostitution by under-paying the poor girls
who labor for the enriching of their couvents, we begin to doubt
whether, after all, the Italian papers could go lower than our own in
calumuny ageinst the Church. In any case, just as the ‘Church Times’
and the ‘ Roek,' the ‘ Times,’ the ‘Standard,’ and the *Saturday Re-
view,' join their voices in & chorus against the Church, so radienl,
republican, royal, and courtier papers aolile forget their parly quarrels
to cover the Catholic party and Crtholic exuse with contempt and
outrage. Immense sums are spemt, and lave long been spent, by
English Protestant societies to deluge Italy with contraversisl tracts,
ond they have falien among people utterly unskilled in polemies, and
liable, a8 were our poor forefathers at the time of the Reformation,
to be led away by any ridiculous misrepreseniations in a way we can-
not conceive, bardened as we here ave against such elumsy medes of
attark. The Congress of Italy, as in France and Belgium, recognised
the necessity of making every effort, for the glory of God aud the
good of souls, to support and foster Catholic publications, by Com-
mittees in every diocese, by printing establishments in every provinee.
This portion of the report is so interesting that it deserves to be
cited verbatim.

“I. The congress impresses on the various committees the
necessity. (1) Of endeavoring with all possible diligence to organize
a great qssocintion, whose members would engage to aid in the diffu-
sion of good papers andl publications, and in the discouragement of
un-Christian publications. (2.) Of circulating Christinn papers in
public places, especially in the streets, in kiosks, in the ruilway statioas,
cafes, &c. (3.) Of pushing forwerd the publization, and diffusion, if
possible, gratuitously, in every diocese or group of diceeses of a
Settimane Religiosa, like those alrendy published, contgining ail that
is ueeful, especially for the working and laboring populations. (4.}
As regards non-political literature, it i3 suggested to give specinl
attention to works on religions and historieal poiuts, or moral and
domestic stories, or translations of similar books which have ret with
suceess sbroad. It also recommends that popular illustrated
slmenacks, brought out in good time, and illustrated papers, be started
in opposition to thealmasncke and illustrated papers now in circulation.,
{5.) E‘hat- gupport be given to spreading ascetical works, under the
ssnction of the bishops. (6.) That when such are required, small fly-
sshoets should ne published to keep the public seguainted with what
passes in polities and trade; bot which should avoid all mere con-
troversy, and maintain o thoroughly Cathelic spirit.

II. The Congress trusts that Catholic literary and
reviews will supported and enconraged.

“TIT. It praises the generous initiative of the Catholic Lay As-
sociation of Naples in founding the °Catholic Echo,” a weekiy gratui-
tous publication for the purpose of making Lnown the rules and
workings of Catholic associations, as well as privale persons, to nssist
the gratuitous eireulation of this organ of the Catholic movement by
beeeming corresponding members of the ¢ Circole’’ at Naples.”

The remaining recommendations of the Congress on this subjeet
are in the same spirit. Catholies are urged to take steps to supply the
military hospitals with pood books, to establish in every province a
press exclusively devoted to Catholic papers and publieations, and
where there are presses alrendy existing in eonneetion with Catholis

associations of artisans, to support them so the utmost. TFinally, the
ereetion of Catholic librarvies in all populous centres, where good
books may be had even pgratuitously, is strongly wreged, and the eirew-
lating library already existing at Turin is pointed ont s a model.

It is evident Jthat the writers of these resolutions look on the
Catholic press not merely as & commercial speculntion, which is to be
tested by its monetary success, and which is to be left merely to its
own literary merita to sink or swim, but as an instrament for good,
demanding support from all who have at heart Catholic interests and
the welfare of God’s Church. If all such considerations are to be set
aside, the Protestant or anti-Catholic puper or serinl will very pro-
bably, or in many cases, ecater mors to the tastes of the publie. Its
Jenilleton will be more sparkling, its articles more amusing ; and jt is
to be regretted that the right side cannot command like talent and
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literary ability. Instead of lamenting the fact, or continuing to enable
Protestant publications to enter our own scheols, would it not be
more reasonable fo support Catholie publications and give thém thus
the chance of bettering their charncter? Tt is bard fo expect self-
sacrifice from those only who with little or no vemuneration, but simply
beceuse impressed with the importance of the work, labor at the work
of publication, while their natural supportevs, who have, or ought to
have, the same interests at heart, nve wawilling to give evenlout of their
nbm}:dﬂnce, or at o trifling snerifice, the subscription io Catholic
WOI'KSs,

In truth, it would be difficult to speak too stromgly on what we
may almost call the infatuation which reigns among English Catholiss
as to the whole question of literature, whether periodical or art.
16 is the symptom of a deep-seated and comyplex evil, having its
root in imperfect education, an education which gives no taste for
reading or for kmowledge, no_aptitude for serious,thought orap--
plication of the mind, and which prepares the minds of the young
to find their most congenial food in novels, and their most strenu-
ous occupation in the emptiest frivolity. Such an evil is not
remedied in a day, but the time may soon come, when, if it he not
remedied, it may lead to a falling off in faithand Christian practice
which may cast upon the Catholic name in this country much dis-
grace and misery. If there is one thing more than another that
makes us long for some such meeting among ourselves as that
Catholic Congress of Venice of which we are giving an imperfect
account, that thing is the hope that such a meeting could not take
Place without giving a great impulse fo Catholic literature in the
widest sense of the name. No doubt theve are other wants in
abundance, and we have no wish to put this want, before all others,
Literature, however, in the case of a Catholic community such aa
ours, has this claim to priority, that to promote it is to promote all
the rest of our requirements. It is of no value if it stops short in
itself ; but the moment a commumity wakes up—as it is time
enough that we should wake up—io a senge of the dangers and
duties of our position, ils first step, in modern times, after doing
all that can he done to secure the blessing of heaven and the ap-
proval of aunthority, must he to look to its public organs and its
literary weapons. We do not need so much any new machinery.
‘We have already what might become our ¢ Settimana Religiosa,’
or at least omr ‘Mese Religioso,” in that class of periodicals of
which, if we are not mistaken, the ¢ Messenger of the Sacred Heart’
is the oldest and hest established member. It might requirea
little expansion to make it into a ¢ Chronicle of Religious and Chris-
tian Works,” but that would be no dilficnlty, if only all thoze who
are bound to take an interest in the immense range of activity in-
clnded under that title would but convince themselves that, if it is
a Christion duty to labor according to their means in the forma-
tion of holy enterprises, it may Le an egual duty—on the discharge
of which even mcre may depead—io promote the civeulation of
such information about them as may be an encouragement and an
incentive to others to engnge in them.

The Coungress at Venice coneludes irs report on the subject of
the press by some recommendations which are worth recording,
Journalists are exhorted to attend particelarly to historical correc.
tions as to matbters of fact, which are =o often misrepresented and
distorted by anti-religious writers, The jouwrnalist in England who
nudertook to correct even a tithe of the historical misrepresenta-
tions of the press in this country would have a haxd time of it,
certainly-—but the thing ghould be begun, and it would succeed in
the long run. Itis also recommended that a paper should be
printed for distribution on Sundays and holidays of obligation with
the special object of furnishing the people with some reading in
Leeping with the services of the day. ‘I'his has alrendy heen done
for three years at Milan. And Catholics in general ave reminded

{ of their duty, not to support in any way any publication that is not
sivictly Catholic. It is proposed to found associations to oppose
bad publications, beoks, papers, photographs, and the like, as also
to use legal means agninst anti-Christian calumniators of the
Chureh or priesthoed.

There retuains yet one more section of the report of this inter-

esting Congress to which we have notas yet drawn attention—that
1r which relates to Christian Avt, nnder the tweo heads of architecture

" and music. There is much under the former of these two heads

| which might form the subject of remark, especially the efforts sug-

| gested by the Congress against the profanation of Christian

| cemeteries and the destruction of sacred images, which is being

! carried on in some parts of Ttaly by public authority. The question

| of sacred music tonches on a more dangerous subject, not, ap-
] parently, so much on account of its intrinsic diffienlty, as on account
; of the inflmmmatory character of certain minds which are too much
! inclined to dogmatize on the subject. The Congress of Venice
| speaks on the point with the moderation and calmness which are

ugually found in those who speak with more or less authority on
. the suljjeet. The Congress recogrises, as true church music, the
. chorale and Gregorian chant, with or without the organ, and the
| music called “afle Pelestrine.” It acknowledges as less becoming
, ¢ meno convenienie,”’ the dramatic music, and remembers that * in-
: strumental accompaniment™ (the orchestrs) is only tolernted by the

Church. It desires to see the authorities to whom it belongs to
! regulate Church musfe, sanction hoth the Grogorian and the
{  Palestrina’ musie, as well as orchestral music, provided it be
| secondary ard as a support to the singing. Gregorian wmusic it
would wish to see taught, in order to prepare the people for a re-
gencration of musical taste. There is no extravagance or strong
Janguage here—no branding with * dishonesty’” those who take a
different view from that taken by the Sectiom, Italian musie, as
everyone knows, is beautiful in kind: but it is foo often merely
pretty, too often theatrieal, and it is generally unscientific. 'The
approbation given by the Holy Father to the music composed by
Cappocei for St. John Lateran’s, in 1855, seems to point rather to a
correction of the vices of the style to which that music helonged,
than to the proseription of the style altogether.




