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A GBEAT many events have transpiredhere'since my last communica-
tion. There was first thebazaar ivaidofSt. Patrick's Church which,
lamhappyto say, wasa complete success. Next came the election
of a member to represent the district in the Provincial Council,and
on the verysame day the examination of the children attending the
Roman Catholic school. The majority of the children passed the
ordeal with credit,and their proficiencyreflects thehighestcredit upon
their teacher,not alone for their answering the several questions put,
but their uniform good conduct and decorum on the occasion. In
giving anaccount of their secular studiesImustnot omit to state that
theirreligious instruction wasnot forgotten. The children for their
first Communion,about 12 or14of them, were in retreat for three
days before. Their first Conmiimion took placeon the 20thDec,and
the renewal of their baptismalvows and consecration to theBlessed

,sVirgin onthe same day was most edifying. The exhortation of the
Rev. Father Royer to the children at the time was most touching;
its simplicity, pathos,andhomeliness couldba understoodby the most
juvenile of his hearers. AtChristmas we had midnight High
Mass,and a large congregation in attendance. Ateleveno'clock on
Christmas Day the congregation were reminded of their duty to the
Church, to its pastors, andabove all to their Grod

— "
He that willnot

hear the Churchlethim be to tb.ee as aheathenandapublican." The
preacherreminded themof the devotionoftHeir fathers to theChurch
andits pastors in holy Ireland, and what they suffered forit times
gone by;but, alas,whata fallingoff !

The annual meetingof the Kaseby BranchH.A.C.B.Society took
place on the 31st December. After transacting the'usual routine
business the following officers wereelectedfor theensuing sixmonths:
Messrs Joseph Kealy, president;Clancey, vice-president5 Gordon,
secretary; O'Connell, treasurer;Costello, warden; and Gantier,
guardian. On yesterday'tliemombers afcfceaded theirreligious duties
inregalia. '
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THE LONDON 'TIMES' ON LORD RIPON'S
CONVERSION.

Auckland. -
When thenewsofLordBipon'sconversionfirstreachedthis colony
somemonths agoItook the liberty to make someremarks onit,a
portionof whichInotice areconfirmedby anarticle of the London
'Times' on the same subject. Indeed, from what the 'Times'
says,it seemsto be felt that the event referred to is oneofthe
most importantof anyaffecting the fortunes oftheRoman Catholic
Chtirch which has occurred in England for manyyears. "Lord
Ripon,itmust beowned," saysthe " Times,' "is no ordinary con-
vert. He is oneof the leadingnoblemen of England, whohas dis-
charged highpolitical functions, and might have been called to
discharge them again. But," he adds,"a statesmanwhobecomes
aconvertto EomanCatholicism forfeits at once theconfidenceof
theEnglish people." Very likely for a time, buthemay regain
their confidence. The English peoplehavegreatconfidenceinjust
andhonestmen,whether theybe CatholicsorProtestants. Inthe
politicalhonesty andsense of justiceof the'Times

' theyhavebut
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"
Acblcl'a ntnang' yotnltin' notes,'

Aud fttlthUo'elpront'cm."'It would appear that there are other "Random
"

notes besides
those appearingin those coltunns, a fact -whichhasbeen somewhat
disagreeably broughtunder thenotice of MrRobert Stout. That
imaginative gentlemanis evidently one of those whobelieve that
facts, like physic, should be thrown to the dogs, and that such
inconvenient and stubborn commodities should be altogether
eschewedwhenthey cast a shadeacrossan otherwise pleasingpic-
ture. Atarecent gatheringof Ms admiringbutcredulous fellow-
islanders,Mr Stout,inspeaking' of the earlyhistoryof thatpor-
tionofher Majesty'sdominions, allowedhis loveofcountry totake
a license withhistoricalfacts morecreditable tovhispatriotismthan
hispropriety. Inglowing words andsoul- inspiring language were
the glories of his countrymen dwelt upon, andhis audience were
advisedof the factthat the ShetlandIsles was the cradle of Chris-
tianity, andthat itsnatal year was somewhere about 810. Unfor-
tunately, however, for this pleasing picture, "a chiel was there
takin' notes

"
whochurlishly took exceptionto theflights of fancy

indulged in,anddeeminga stretch of imagination extendingover
threecenturies and a half rather too wide a gap to bebridged
without foundation,throughthecolumns ofthePress sought tobring
the imaginative chronicler from fiction to fact. Prove thathis
assertions were tenable Mr Stout could not, and own that his
assertions wereuntenable Mr Stout would not, soMr Stout,fol-
lowing the tactics ofanother "learnedfriend," soughttheweapons
usedby theprofessionunder such circumstances, andmadeupin
abuse whathelackedinargument. Strange enough,however, the
originality of his assertions was made apparentinhis endeavor to
defendhis new<"stories

"
by his condemnation of the stalenessof

those ofhis opponent. Of ctiuxse,Mr Stoutis atperfect libertyto
assert that Irelandwasa terra incognita at the commencement of
theninthcentury,andthat thelifeandlabors of itsPatronSaintare
entirely apocryphal;butitis rather toomuch toexpectthose out-
side his peculiar "circle

"
to accept such a dictum,even though

MrStoutbe the"medium
"

through which the informationis con-
veyed.

Beingof an inquiring mind, and influenced by a thirst for
knowledge,Iamled toask whathas become of theproposed testi-
monial tothesenior member for Dimedin— theHon.MrReynolds.
Iwillnot carrymy inquisitiveness to the extentof inquiring why
suchastep shouldhaveever been intendedatall, beingperfectly
convinced that the keenand far-seeing gentleman from whom the
idea emanatedhad good and tangible reasons for such a proposi-
tion. "

Coming eventscast their shadowsbefore,"andrumorhath
itthat the testimonial to the Minister was the shadow whichpre-
cededanadditionto the stipendiary bench. Suchbeing the case,I
amthemoresurprisedatthesubsidenceofthemovement,themoreso
as the'Gazette/ so far, has not chronicled theexpectedappoint-
ment.

"
The bestlaid schemes ofmice and mengang aftaglee,"

andit mustbe confessed the prospects of the testimonialandits
concomitantlook exceedingly "fishy

"
at thepresenttime.

One meetsoccasionally -with some "curious
"

paragraphs,and
itmust be confessed that thefollowing fromthe "HokitikaLeader'
is aunique specimenof the class :—lt:

— It says, "A curious accident
happenedin the house of the Eesident Magistrateat Wellington
hist week. Two servant girls, sleeping in theone room,upseta
kerosene lamp, whichset fire to their night-dresses and theroom."
Had the lampbeenalight atthetime of itsupsetit would,indeed,
be

"
curious

" hadnot some such mishapbeenthe result;but, as
that fact hasnot beenstated, it is to be presumedthat such wbs
notthe case, andno doubt the

"
curious

" partof theproceeding
wouldbesuch disastrousconsequences under suchpeculiarcircum-
stances.

HIBERNIANS TO THE FRONT.

PUBLICITY OF THEIB PROCEEDINGS.
A PABAaKAPH lately appeared in a sub-leader of the 'Auckland
Herald/ inwhichit was stated that the AucklandBranch of the
Hibernian Society,though only about12 months old, alreadynum-
bers130members, andpromises ere long toattain toaprominent
positionin the colony. Inotice that theparentsocietyatBallarat,
in thepreface to the second edition of their notespublishedlast
year,say that "Since the amalgamation of theseparatesocieties
in1871 theH.A-.C.8.5. has continuedtoprogress steadily. At the
present time itnumbers severalthousandmembers in85 branches,
whichare firmly established in Victoria, New South "Wales, and
New Zealand." In this colony 17 "branches have already been
established, of whichone of themost imporbant,if not the first in
importance,isthe Auckland Branch. As yet the association con-
sists almost exclusively of the humbler classes, or the working
men,Ibelieve, Jand it must always consist of those principally,
because it is the most numerous class, and it is for the special
benefit of them and their familiesthat it has beengotup. Itis a
pity that themoresubstantial class of Catholics do not seetheir
waytobecome members— honorary, if not beneficial, members

—
or thesakeof countenancing and encouraging their humbler co-
religionistsinso gooda work. From whatIhear manyrespectable
Catholics stillentertaina suspicion tlisit, in spiteof all theassur-
ancesto the contrary,the society is of a secret andpoliticalkind.

Time and the fullest publicity toall thatpasses at themeetings of
the society can alone effectually remove this suspicion from the
public mind. Itis expressly provided, by oneof the rules of the
society, that themeetings shallbeopen to the Press. If this rule
bedepartedfrom, and the gentlemen of the Press beonanypre-
tence excluded,it will tend toconfirm tlie suspicionIrefer to, and
whichmust be injurious to the credit andprosperity of the associa-
tion.

The society is not a secret one
—
itis not evena private one

—
andthe outsidepublic,both Catholic and Protestant,havearight
toknow allthat goes onat its meetings. Why shouldthemembers
be afraidofpublicity. The proceedings would be conductedwith
all themore decorum from theknowledge thatareporter waspre-
sent. The fear ofpublic opinion oftenmakes menstandupontheir
goodmanners when otherwise they might be inclined to forgst
themselves andgive wayto their temper. If therebenothing of
sufficient importance to report, of eoiirse nothing would be re-
ported;but themeetings, as a rule, should beopen to thePress,
asamatterof course,anda reporter shouldnot be requiredtoask
permissiontoenter the room. The verycircumstance of areporter
attendinganymeetingof a public land is acompliment to those
whoare to takepartin it, and his exclusion always gives rise to
unpleasantsurmises. BishopMoran, on occasion of alate visit to
Hokitika, said, in reference to theHibernians, ""Whenever there
was secrecyinany society there was suspicion. Men who meant
right hadnothing tofear fromanopen,disclosure of their proceed-
ings."

There is another tiling calculated to excite suspicion in the
outside public that the society exists for party or politicalpur-
poses:thename "Hibernian" coupled with

"
the wearing of the

green"inpublicprocessions. These are innocent things in them-
selves,and, ina certain sense, laudable as indicative .of filialat-
tachment tooldIreland, the native landof mostof the members.
Still,this is aCatholic, and not an Irish, society, andis meant to
include menof allnations. Whenonce the society is firmly estab-
lished, therefore, it might be worth, -whiletoconsiderif it might
not withadvantage be divested of its present verydecidedIrish
character, and assume more of a purely Catholic appearancein
nameandotherwise. Even the constitution of the society makes
allusions to Irish wrongs and sufferings which had better be
avoided. These wrongs, God knows, have beengrievous enough,
andthey cannever pass from the memory of Irishmen; butbetter
not refer to themin the laws of a Catholic,benefit society. Irish
Catholics must,if possible, forget past wrongs,and forgive those
whoaredescended from the men whoinflicted them. What they
havetodois to look hopefully to the future, andtounite inhar-
mony and good-will with all classes for the promotion of the
commongood. Let them do this, and theCatholicbenefit society
needfear neither publicity to their proceedingsnor anything else.
Inthemeantime, all honor to " the Hibernians." But for Irish-
men we should, in all human probability, have been at this day
withoxitanything Catholic in this colony, and they haveagood,
right tooccupy the foremost placeineveryCatholic movement.
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