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; RANDOM NOTES,

—_—

: * A chiel's amang yo tnkin® potes,

i ‘Aud tnith lig'el pront ’em,?

'Ir would appear that there are other < Random> mnotes besides
those appearing in those columns, & fact which has been somewhat
disagreeably brought under the notice of Mx Robert Stout. That
imaginative gentleman is evidently one of those who believe that
tacts, like physie, should be thrown to the dogs, and that such
inconvenient and stubborn commeodities should be altogether
eschewed when they east a shade across an otherwise pleasing pie-
ture. At a recent gathering of his admirving but crednlous fellow-
islanders, Mr Stout, in speaking of the early history of that por-
tion of her Majesty’s dominions, allowed his love of country to take
a license with historical facts more creditable to, his patriotism than
his propriety. In glowing words and sonl-inspiring language were
the glories of his countrymen dwelt upon, and his audience wers
advised of the fact that the Shetland Isles was the craille of Chris-
tianity, and that its natal year was somewhere about 810. Unfor-
tonately, howevar, for this pleasing picture, “a chiel was there
takin’ notes’” who churlishly took exception to the flights of fancy
indulged in, and deeming a stretch of imagination extending over
three centuries and a half rather too wide a gap to be bridged
without foundation, through the columns of the Press sought tobring
the imaginative chromicler from fiction to fact. Prove that his
assertions were tenable Mr Stount could not, and own that his
assertions were untenable My Stout wouid not, so Mr Stout, fol-
lowing the tactics of another #learned friend,” sought the weapons
used by the profession under such cireumstances, and made up in
abuse what he lacked in argument. Strange enough, however, the
originality of his assertions was made apparent in his endeavor to
defend his new ¢ glories > by his condemnation of the staleness of
those of his opponent. Of course, Mr Stout is at perfect liberty to
asgert that Ireland was a ferva incognite at the commencement of
the ninth century, and that the life and labors of its Patron Saint are
entirely apoeryphal ; but it is rather too much to expeet those out-
side his peculiar “circle” to accept such a dictum, even though
Mr Sci:out be the *“medium > throngh which the information is con-
veyed.

Being of an inqniring mind, and influenced by a thirst for
knowledge, I am led to ask what has become of the proposed testi-
monial to the senior member for Dunedin—the Hon. Mr Reynolds.
T will not carry my inquisitiveness to the extent of inquiring why
such o step should have ever been intended at all, being perfectly
convinced that the keen and far-seeing gentleman from whom the
idea emansted had good and fangible reasons for such a proposi-
tion. < Coming events cast their shadows before,” and ramor hath
it that the testimonial to the Minister was the shadow which pre-
ceded an addition to the stipendiary benrch. Such being the case, I
am the more surprised atthe subsidenceof the movement, the more so
as the < Gazette,’ so far, has not chronicled the expected appoint-
ment. < The best laid schemes of mice and men gang aft aglee,”
and it must be confessed the prospects of the testimonial and its
concomitant look exceedingly “ fishy *’ at the present time.

Omne mieets occasionally with some * curious’ paragraphs, and
it must be confessed that the following from the * Hokitika Leader’
is a unique specimen of the elass:—It says, “A curious accident
hapypened in the house of ihe Resident Magistrate at Wellington
last week. Two servant ghily, seeping in the one room, upset a
kerosene lamp, which set fire to their night-dresses and the room.”
Had the lamp heen alight at the time of its upset it would, indeed,
be *“corious” had not some such mishap been the result; bat, as
that fact has not been stated, it is to he presumed that such wus
not the case, and no doubt the “cuxious” part of the proceeding
would be such disastrous consequences under such peculiar circum-
stances.

NASEBY,

et 2 S
A GREAT many events have transpired here sinee my Inst communica-
tion. There was first the bazaar in aid of St. Patrick's Church which,
I am happy to say, was a complete success. Next came the clection
of a member Lo represent the district in the Provincial Council, and
on the very same day the examination of the childven attending the
Roman Cutholic school. The majority of the children passed the
ordeal with credit, and their proficiency reflects the highest eredit upon
their teacher, not alone for their snswering the several questicus put,
but their uniform good conduct and decorura on the ocemsion. In
giving an account of their secular studies I must not omit to state that
their religious instruction was no* forgotten. The children for their
first Comrounion, about 12 or 14: of them, were in retreat for three
days before. Their first Communion took place on the 20th Dee., and
the renewal of their baptismal vows and consecration to the Blessed
Virgin on the spme day was most edifying. The cxhortation of the
Rev. Father Royer to the childron at the lime was most touching ;
its simplicity, pathos, and homeliness could ks understood by the most
juvenile of his hearers. At Clmistmas we had midnight High
Maoss, and & large congrepation in attendarce. At eleven o'clock on
Christmas Day the congregation were remit.ced of their duty to the
Church, to its pastors, and above all to their God—* He that will not
hear the Church let him be to thee as o heathenand o publicon.” The
preacher reminded them of the devotion of tusir fathers to the Church
and its pastors in holy Irelend, and what they suffered for it times
gone by ; but, alas, what o fnlling off ! '

The annual meeting of the Naseby Branch H.A.C.B. Society took
place on the 8lst December. After transacting the‘usual routine
business the following officers were elected for the ensuing six months:
Messrs Joseph Kealy, president; Clancey, vice-president; Gordon,
secretary ; 'Connel, treasurer; Costello, warden; and Gantier,
guardisn. On yesterdayytho moembers atteaded their religious dutiea
1n regalia. ! v
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HiBerxicus.

HIBERNIANS TO THE FRONT.
T
PUBLICITY OF THELE PROCEEDINGS.

A parArgrarH lately appeared in a sub-leader of the < Auckland
Herald,” in which it was stated that the Auckland Branch of the
Hilbernian Society, though only about 12 months old, already num-
bers 130 members, and promises ere long to attain to a prominent
position in the colony. I notice that the parent society at Ballarat,
in the preface to the second edition of their notes published last
year, say that ¢ Since the amalgamation of the separate societies
in 1871 the H.A:C.B.8. has continued to progress steadily. A$ the
present time it numbers several thousand members in 85 branches,
which are firmly established in Viectorin, New South Wales, and
New Zealand.”” In this colony 17 branches have already been
established, of which one of the most important, if not the first in
importance, is the Auckland Branch, As yet the association con-
sists almost exclusively of the humbler classes, or the working
men, I believe, Jand it must always consisi of those principally,
because it is the most numerous class, and it is for the specinl
benefit of them and their families that it hds been got up. Itisa
pity that the more substauntial class of Catholics do mot see their
way to hecome mewmbers—honorary, if not beneficial, members—
or the sake of countenancing and encouraging their humbler co-
religionists in so good a work. From what Thear many respectable
Catholics still entertain a suspicion that, in spite of all the assur-
ances to the contrary, the society is of a secret and political kind,
Time and the fullest publicity to all that passes at the meetings of
the seciety can alone effectually remove this suspicion from the
public mind. It is expressly provided, by one of the rules of the
society, that the meetings shall be open to the Press. If this rule
be departed from, snd the gentlemen of the Press be on any pre-
tence excluded, it will tend to eonfiri the suspicion Irefer to, and
which must be injurions to the credit and prosperity of the associa-
tion.

‘The gociety is not a secret one—it ia not even a private one—
and the outside public, both Catholic and Protestant, have s right
to know all that goes on at its meetings. Why should the members
be afraid of publicity. The proceedings would be conducted with
all the more decorum from the knowledge that a reporter was pre-
sent. The fear of public opinion often makes men stand upon their
good manners when otherwise they might be inclined to forgst
themselves and give way to their temper. If there be nothing of
gufficient importance to report, of cowrse nothing would be re-
ported ; but the meetings, ag a rule, should be open to the Press,
as o matter of course, and a reporter should not he required to'ask
permission to enter the room. The very circumstance of a reporter
attending any meeting of a public kind is a compliment to those
who are to take part in it, and his exclusion always gives rise to
unpleasant surmises. Bishop Moran, on occasion of a late visit to
Hokitika, said, in reference to the Hibernians, “ Whenever there
was secrecy in any society there was suspicion. Men who meant
right had nothing to fear from an open disclosure of their proceed-
mgs.iﬁ '

There is another thing caleunlated to excite suspicion in the
outside public that the society exists for party or political pur-
poses: the name * Hibernian * coupled with the wearing of the
green* in public processions. These are innocent things in them-
selves, and, in a certain sense, landable as indicative.of filial at~
tachment to ¢ld Ireland, the native land of most of the members.
Still, this is a Catholic, and mnot an Irish, society, and is meant to
include men of all nations. When onee the society is firmly estab-
lished, therefore, it might bhe worth while to consider if it might .
not with advantage be divested of its present very decided Irish
character, and assume more of a purely Catholic appearance in
name and otherwise. Even the constitution of the society makes
allusions to Irish wrongs and sufferings which had better be
avoided. These wrongs, God knows, bave been grievous enough,
and they can never pass from the memory of Irish men; but better
not refer to them in the laws of a Catholic benefit society. Irish.
Catholics must, if possible, forget past wrongs, and forgive those
who are descended from the men who inflicted them. What they
have to do is to look hopefully to the future, and to unite in har-
mony and good-will with all classes for the promotion of the
cominon good. TLet them do this, and the Catholic henefit society
reed fear neither publicity to their proceedings nor anything else.
In the meantime, all honor to * the Hikernians”’ But for Irish-
men we should, in all huwman probability, have been at this day
without anything Catholic in this eolony, and they have a good
right to occupy the Joremost place in every Catholic mov%m%\t.

JTHE LONDON ‘TIMES’ OX LORD RIPON'S
CONVERSION. - .
++

AUCELAND. -
WaER the news of Lord Ripoun’s conversion first reached this colony
some months ago I took the liberty to make some remarks on it, a
portion of which ¥ notice are confirmed by an artiele of the London
‘Times’ on the same subject. Indeed, from what the ¢ Times®
gays, it seems to be felt that the event referred to is one of the
most important of any affecting the fortunes of the Roman Catholie
Church which hes occurred in England for many years. * Lord
Ripon, it must be owned,” says the * Times,” “is no ordinary con-
vert. He is one of the leading noblemen of England, who has dis-
charged high political funections, and might have been called to
discharge them again, But,” he adds, “ e statesman who becomes
a convert to Roman Catholicism forfeits at once the confidence of
the English pecple.”” Very likely for a time, but he may regain
their confidence. The English people have great confidence in just
and honest men, whether they he Catholics or Protestants, In the
political honesty and sense of justice of the < Times’ they have but



