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but we arenot,andnever have been, intolerant of truth,
or freedom of speech,or fair discussion; and wecall upon
our contemporary to publish whathe conceives tobeproofs
ofour intolerance ;butlet him giveour own words. By
Ihcse we arc content tobe judged. -Hitherto it has not
boon the custom of the 'G-uardian' to let its readers hear
ourselves speak;but, following the bad example of the'Bruce Herald,' instead of allowing us to speak for our-
selves,our contemporaryhaspreferred to favor thepublic
withhis owngloss, which so far from truly representing
us,has grosslymisrepresented us.

The 'Guardian' continues,"The statementmade by us
inaformer article, respecting the action taken by Pope
vSixttjs IV.regarding the dogma of the Immaculate Con-
ception, is strictly accurate, as every student knows." Our
coutemporaiy isin error. And, instead of being strictly
accurate, the statementalluded to is not only inaccurate,
but absolutely false. Here is the statement:

— "Pope
SixojtjsIV. . . declared in 1470thatthis"

—
theImma-

culate Conception— "
was amatter which might be decided

either oneway or the other with equal advantage." There
is reallyno truth whatever inthis statementof the 'Guar-
dian.' Pope SixtusIV.didnotmake any such statement
in 1470, orany otheryear. Letjthe Editor of the 'Guar-
dian' givehis authority for his statement;let him, if he
can, refer thepublic to the document inwhichPope Sixirs
TV.made the declaration. We deny,absolutely, that the
Pope everused the words attributed to him,or any similer
words. The statement of the * Guardian' isentirelyuntrue.

Our contemporary concludes thus :—":
— "If our contem-

poraryis wise inhis generation (and we thiuk he is) he
"willpursue a different course henceforth ;and adopt the
policy ofconciliation rather than thatof aggression." This
is good, indeed, coming as it idoes from the 'Guardian,'
which hardly ever loses an opportunity of publishing
calumnies,as eveninthe presentinstance, against Catho-
lics, tlie Church, and the Holy Father. It appears to us
thathis ideaofconciliation amounts to ttis, that to con-
ciliate the Editor of the 'G-uardian' we shouldallow him to j
publish all sorts of calumnies against Catholics without
daring to contradicthim;and that his ideaof aggression,
so far as weare concerned, is an effort on our pert 'to
correct falsehood,clear up misunderstandings, explain our
dogmas, which weought to understand better than those
who give so manyproofs ofknowing littleornothingabout
them, and preventsuch journals as the 'Guardian,' from
attributingto Popes what they never said.

The
'
Guardian' says that we are noticeable for our"bitter denunciations of all and sundry whoseopinions do

not harmonise in all respects with our own." But the
Editor hasnot given any references, has not quoted any
passages from us inproof orillustration of his generaland
sweeping charges; and, until he does so, we take the
liberty of saying thathis charges are without foundation.
There are agreat many whose opinions differ from ours,
whomwehaveneverattacked, to whom wehavenever even
alluded. For example, there are severalreligious journals,
and somesecular ones too, in this colony which contain
verymuch with which we do not agree,and yet so far from
denouncing them, the .New Zealakd Tablet has never
evenalluded to them. Our principle is to respect every
nan's honestopinion, even though wemaydeplore its un-
soundness and danger. But calumnies we must neither
respect nor tolerate, and we cannot butrepel the assaults
madeuponCatholicity openlyand covertly byits enemies,
particularly by the members of the secret societies, which
are at present so bitterlyhostile and indefatigable iv their
efforts to inflict injury on it. Our attitude from the
beginninghas beenthat of self-defence,and this it iswhich
the

'Guardian' calls aggression and bitter denunciation.
The fact is, the Editor of the'Guardian' claims the light to
publish every species of falsehood againstusand all-wehold
most dear,andregards himself as the victimof intolerance
when wedeny his statements,and^call attention to hisun-
fairness andincorrect theologicalknowledge. Inhis esti-
mation, liberality authorises him to say whateverhe fancies,
and forbids us to endeavor to set him right, and put the
public on their guard againsthim. Fairplay, inhis judg-
ment,meansthat he shouldbeabsolutely free, and that we
should be absolutely slaves Andso excited is he at the
ideaof being called to account for his untruths and in-
justice, that he has actually the hardihood to threaten us.
What isit that heha* in store,what is he about to do?
We are somewhat curious on this point. But wesuppose,
to useahackneyedphrase, videbvmus infra.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
A meeting ofthe Catholics of Dunedinwasheldin St.Joseph's

ChurchonTuesday for thepurpose ofpresentingFather Ooleman, the
respectedVicar-Generalof the diocese with an address andpnrse of
sovereigns onhis return fromhis trip to England. The address was
elegantly illuminatedbyMrGeorge,artist,Staffordstreet,andwasmuch
admired for the chasteness of its design. The address was readby
MrDungan, the Hon. Sec. to the TestimonialFund, and thepurse
handed to the rev. gentleman by Miss McKay on behalf of the
Catholicsof the diocese. His Lordship occupied the chair, theRev.
Father Higgins being, also presentat the ceremony. A full account
ofthe proceedings will be foundin another column.

The frightful calamity on board tlie Cospatrick, resulting in
thehorrible fate of close upon five hundred souls, has causeda
thrill ofhorror whereverithas beenknown, andcast agloomover
the entire community. The.bare thought of the awful sufferings
anddoomof the unhappypeopleonboardof the ill-fated vessel, is
calculatedtomake theheart turnsick, and the hideouß pictureof
thathuddledmass of humanity in the extremityof their hopeless
despairrises up in imagination before oureyes,and the shrieksof
agonising despair are borne to our ears,and fill our souls with
horror. Of course in thepresentmeagre amount ofdetails tohand
itis impossible to say how the disastermay haveoriginated. It
mayhavebeen thata portion of the cargo embraced items ofa
combustible nature— and from the rapidity with which the flames
didtheir workof destruction,there aregrounds for suchasupposi-
tion

—
or itmaybe that the catastrophe hasbeenthe resultof the

carelessnessof apassenger. However,to whatevereats}itmaybe
traced,the fact is apparent on this,as unfortunately it is upcn
similar occasions, thatthemeans whichare supposedtobe apro-
tection to life in cases of emergency werefound sadly deficient.
Thereportstates thatonehour onlyelapsedfromtheoutburstof the
flames, until the ill-fated vessel burnt to the waters edge, and
disappearedfor ever,andit wouldappear thatduring thatperiod
noefforts had been made for the victualling ofthe boats, the one
hopefrom destruction. Thirty out of the hundreds of unhappy
passengers succeeded inescaping fromthe burning vessel, twenty-
sevenof whomafterwards fell victims tothe horrorsof thirst and
starvation, whilst thethiea survivors, who alone wereleft totell
the tale ofwoe, weresavedby ameans, the recital of whichcauses
one toshudder andsicken withdisgust. Itwere useless todilate
upon this sad calamity, which has hurried so many souls into
eternity,and brought grief and lamentationto so many hearts.
Nodoubt, theusualofficialinquiry willbeheld,andthe stereotyped
voteof censure passedas an offeringto themanes of the devoted
victims;and further precautions willbe enforceduntil suchtime
as a seeming immunity from accident will again lead to their
relaxation, when the worldwill againbehorrified witha repetition
of some such calamity as that of the Cospatrick.

Thefirsthalf-yearlymeeting of theOnehungaBranch,No.89,
of theH.A.C.B.S. was heldinSt. Mary'sHall, Onehunga, on the
17th ult. for thepurpose of electing officers for thenexthalf-year,
whenthe followingwereelected:— President,Bro.CharlesHeenan;
Vice-president, Bro. John McMahar; Secretary, Bro. Charles
Lucas;Treasurer,Bro.Anthony O'Loughlin;Warden, Bro.John
Farrel; Guardian, Bro. Patrick Pur.ciiL. The Secretary, Bro.
Lucas, inreturning thanks, for the continued confidence reposed
inhim, statedthat although he was unable to congratulate the
lodgeon anygreatincrease intheir numbers,he washappy tosay
that its members provedby theirposition onthebooks, that they
werefinancially andpractically goodHibernians. He also referred
to the difficulties metwithinthe formation of the lodge,particu-
larly to the securing of the services of a medicalman. The One-
hunga lodgenumbers thirteen members, exclusive of twohonorary
members, and whenis borneinmind the verylimited amount of
population, and that the meeting above referred toi3but the
terminationof the first half-year, the efforts of the residents for
the establishment of the Hibernian Society are entitledtocom-
mendation.

We haye to acknowledge from Messrs Clifford and Morris.*
Fleet street, the receipt of a number of photographs of that
universalfavorite,ValVose, andhisvaluableaids"Granny Brown

"
and

"
Johnny Trotter." The pictures are excellent specimensof

art, and are most suitable for insertion in an album, for which
purpose, no doubt, they have been printed. The make-up of"Granny

"
and her friend is so complete,and theexecutionof the

photographs soperfect, as to lead one to the suppositiontheyhad
been"taken fromlife."

The misconception whichis prevalent withregard to theHi-
bernianSociety is somewhat singular. Time aftertime ithasteen
statedinthese columns and elsewhere that there is nothing of a
secret naturein connection with thatbody, and thatnotonly are
its meetings opento representatives of thePress, but that their
attendance onsuch occasions is invited. The Hibernian Associa-
tion is purely a benefit society,having neither counter-signspass-
words, nor secrets, the distinguishing difference between it
andothers of akindrednaturebeing the absenceof all secrecy,and
theobligationthat itsmembers shouldbepracticalCatholics,acting
up to the teachings of the Church. The avidity with which
persons have seized upon the supposition that it is a political
organisation,andhaving doneso, the persistency with which they
cling tosuch anopinion,is worthyof abetter cause;but we trust
that this unequivocal and emphatic denial of sucha statement,
willhavethe effect ofdisabusing .the minds of those whoarenot
wilfullyignorant.

The fortnightly meeting of the H.A.B.C.S. Catholic Benefit
Society, washeld in St. Joseph's Schoolroom, on Monday evening'
The Balance Sheet, held over from last week,wassubmitted, which
wasof a most satisfactorycharacter. On the motion ofBro.J. J.
Connor, seconded byBro. J.Moylau, itwasresolved that £100 of the
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