
defies the action of the elements, and remains nearly as sound as
in the time of thePharaohs. Itis saidthatnumerousexperimentsi
have.been tried,ofsubjecting theancient paintings to the flame of!
a gas jet, but the heat thus imparted failed to destroy them.
Egyptian cement, asitis wellknown,is almost imperishable,unit-
ing wood,glass, stone, iron and other articles together so firmly
as toresist all efforts tosever them at the point of union. Fire
andwaterwillnot destroy the cement,and it is practicallyindes-
tructible. This substanceis supposedtohavebeenusedinembalm-
ing their dead, preserving their works of art and making their
fountains durable.

Cultivating a Pure Expression.— Every word that falls
from the lipsof mothers andsisters especially shouldbepure,and
concise,and. simple;not pearls,such as fall from the lips of the
princess, but sweet, good words, that little children can gather
without fears of soil, or after shame, or blame, or any regrets to
painthrough alltheirlife. Childrenshouldbetaught the frequent
use of good, strong, expressive words— words that mean exactly
what they shouldexpress in their proper places. Ifa child, or
young person, has a loose, flung-together way ofstringing words
whenendeavoring to say something, he should be made to

"try
again," andseeifhecannot dobetter. It is painful to listen to
many girls' talk. They begin with "My Goodness!

"
and inter-

lardit with"oVs!" and
"

sakes alive!
" and "so sweet!

"
and

"so queenly!
"

andsomany phases that oneis temptedtobelieve
theyhaveno trainingatall, or else their motherswereveryfoolish
women. There is nothingmore disgusting thanthe twaddleof ill-
bredgirls,■ oneis provokedoften into taking a paperand letting
them ripple on, like brooks that flow they know not whither.
Myheartwarms with love for sensible girls andporeboys;and,!
after all, if our girls andboys arenotthis, Ifear itis ourown fault j—

thatthis great trustrests in thehearts andhands of the women
of our land. If wehaveanoble, useful purpose in life, we shall
infusethe right spirit into those aroundus.

The Irisbi-speaking Populationof Ireland.
—
In1871 the

entireIrish-speakingpopulationnumberedonly 817,165. Theper-
centagesaccording tothe totalpopulationinthe differentProvinces
werethese:— In Leinster, I*2 j in Munster, 27*7; in Ulster, 4'6j
andinConnanght,39-0;for the total of Ireland, 18"1. Kilkenny
andLouthare tie counties of Leinster where the Irishlanguage is
most spoken. In Munster they are Kerry, Clare andWaterford;
inUlster, Donegal,where 2Sper cent,of thepopulationspeaksthe I
language. But inConnaught there arenoless than 56 per cent, of
theIrish-speakingpopulation. Inthe county of Mayo and Gal- |
wayrespectivelyagreatmany people cannot speakEnglish.

Temperature at Great Heights.— The * Times
'

of Oct. 2,
says:

— Professor Wahl, who accompanied Professor Wise in a
recentballoon a-scent, gives the following account of the tempera-
ture experienced:— The maximum temperatvire observed was 97
deg. at starting-, and this continued at I,oooft. At 2000ft.it was
96 deg;at 3000ft.85 deg. The fall went onuntil,at the greatest
altitude attained

— viz., 8,742ft., the temperature was but68 deg.
Itfell graduallyas wedescended,butwas lower thaninthe ascent,
owing,doubtless, toapproaching twilight andthe attendantlessen-
ing of the sun's power. Observations were always made with a
view toestimate the quantity and quality of any mechanical or
other impurities of the atmosphere, butit will require some little
time andcareful work before anyjjinformationon this point canbe
made public.

-Mosquitoes Utilised.
—

The
'Scientific American' describes a

strange fertiliser. At Stratfprd, Connecticut, where mosquitoes
areas thick as a fog, lives an ingenious Yankee, so they say

—
believeit whomay— whoputsthese insects toprofitableuses. He
has inventeda largerevolving scoop net covered withlace, which
is put inmotionby a windmill, waterpower,or steam. The lower
half of the scoopis placedinwater, The upperhalfmoves through
theatmosphere,and.at eachrotation draws animmense numberof
the" squittoes" down into the water,where they drownandsink
to thebottom. Every revolution of thenet draws inan ounce of
mosquitoes,ora ton for 32,000 turns of the machine. The mosqui-
toesthus collectedmakea splendid manure for the land, worth45
dollars a ton.

FrenchSuicides.— The following facts arc extracted from are-
portoftheFrenchMinisterof Justice. Thenumberof suicides reported
to the authorities for 1572 were 5276, or 161 more than those of
1869, and272 less than those of 1868, the department of the Seine,
contributing one-seventhof the total. Seventy-eight per cent of the
totalbelonged to the male sex, or 15 per 100,000, the remaining 22
per cent.,representing the female sex, were in theproportionof 6per
100,000;2312 or 45 per cent, ofthe suicides hadrecourse to strangu-
lation, 1463,or nearly 8per cent., to drowning, 581 to firearms, 378
to charcoal, 206 to cutting instruments, and. 107 topoison. The
causes werepovertyandreverses, 453;family misfortunes, 732;love,
"jealousy, debauchexy, and bad conduct, 315; drunkenness, 513 j
physicalsuffering,629, various,473; insanity,1568; capitalcrimes, 23.

APage inNatural History.— A schoolboy latelyhanded to
his teacher the following characteristic composition.— "Aboxit
Dogs.— Dogs is usefuller as cats. Miceis afeardof mad cats. They
bite 'em. Dogs follers boys,and catchesahogby the ear. Hogs
rarelybite. People eat hogs, but not the Jews, as they andall
otheranimals as doesn't chew the cud isn'tclean ones. Dogs some-
times getshit with boot-jacks for barking of nites. Sleepy people
get mad andthrow 'em. Dogs is thebest animalfor man; theydo
more for man. thangrownedhogs or orses, or even gotes. Gotes,
unlike cats,havehorns. The end.

What the Microscope Shows.— Leuwenhoee tells of aninsect
seen with themicroscope thatmultiplied twenty-seven millions times
wouldonlyequalamite. Insects ofeverykindmaybe seenin the cavi-
ties ofagrainof sand. Mo\xldis aforestofbeautifultreeswithbranches,
leavesandfruit. Butterflies arefullyfeathered. Hairs arehollow tubes.
The surface of our bodies are covered withscales like a fish;a single
grain of sand wouldcover onehundredand fifty of these scales,and
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yet;a scale covers fivehundredpores;through thesenarrow openings
the sweat forces itself like water through a sieve. Eachdrop of stag-
nant water contains a worldof animated beings, swimming withas
much liberty as the whales in the sea. Each leaf has acolony of
insects grazing onits like cows onameadow.

Power of the Hitman ErE.
— George Pitt, afterwards Lord

Rivers, declared*that he could tame the most ferocious animal by
looking at it steadily. A friend said: "Well, there is a mastiff
in the court-yardof the neighborhood;will you tryyourpowers on
him?

"
Pitt agreed to do so, and the company descendedinto the

court-yard. A servantheld the mastiff by a chain. Pittknelt down
a short distance from the animal andstared him sternly in the face.
They all shuddered. Ata given signal the mastiff was let loose, and
rushed furiously towardsPitt, then suddenly checkedhispace, seemed
confounded, and leaping overPitt'shead,ranaway, and wasnot seen
formany hours afterwards. "

Consumption op Aib inActivity andRepose.
—

Dp. Radclyffe
Hallmakes the following interesting statement, with regard to the ,
amount of air we consume in repose, and at different degrees of
activity ." When still, weuse 500 cubic inches of air ina minute;if
we walk at the rate of onemileanhour,weuse800;twomiles, 1000 ;
threemiles, 1,600;four miles, 2,300. Ifwo run at the rateof six
miles anhour, we use 3,000 cubic inches;trotting ahorse, 1,750;
cantering,1,500.

Royai Needlewomen.— The Empress Eugenic is said to be an
accomplished artist in needlework and embroidery. During the last
yearshe hasbeguiled the hours of their tediumby workinga set of" vestments," andalso a stool and cushion for the use of thepriest.
So jealous was thefairdevoteeof sharing the pious task with anothei1,
that she wouldnot allow a stitch to be setby anyhandbuther own.
The gentle craft of needlework has been practised by many royal
ladies before the time of Eugenic. Matilda of Flanders, the spouse
William the Conqueror, was particularly famed forher skill inem-
broidery ; and the Bayeux Cathedral attests heir ingenuity and
industry withaneedle. Intoapiece of canvas nineteeninches wide
and sixty-seveninlength, the royal lady, stitched the history ofthe
conquest of England, by her martial consort, commencing with the
visit ofHaroldto theNormancourt,andending with his deathat the
battle of Hastings. The leading transactions of these eventfulyears,
the death ofEdwardthe Confessor,and the coronationof Harold in
the chamber of the royaldead, are representedin the most regular
order in this piece of needlework, which contains many hundred
figures of men,horses,birds,beasts, trees,houses, castles,andchurches— all executed in their proper colors, with names and inscriptions
over them to elucidate the story. We mayhope the beautifulbut
haplessMary Queenof Scots was able to cheat thehours, during the
longand wearyimprisonment, of a partof their misery, by her close
applicationto theneedle. She wrought severalcurious andelaborate
works inembroidery, while a captive in her haughty cousin's toils,
which are noted in history. Ina letter to his friend, "rare Ben
Johnson," Sir William Drummond describes a bed of state which
Queen Mavycovered,,withemblems and devices embroideredingold
and silk. She was considered to possess great talentfor composing
these pictoral allegories. Thirty rebusses and punning devices,
besides much herald blazonry, were stitched into this bedof state.
f'The workmanship," concludes Sir William, "is curiously,done, and
truly it may be said of it, the execution surpassed the material."
We read also thatMary spentniauymonths embroidering a rich scarf
forher only son,whom she partedfrom whenhe was onlyaninfant,
andlongedhopelessly to see again during her eighteen years of im-
prisonment. How many sad thoughts and bitter fears must have
been sewedinto that garment by the unhappy mother whomourned,
withmuch else, the loss of her liberty, her crown,andher child.

A Memento of Moobe.
—

A little bookofFrenchepigrams
whichoncebelonged toThomas Moore was sold in London for a
few shillings. Itcontains oneor two translationsinpencilon the
fly leaves. They arealtered and polished rncst carefully,but do
not seemtohaveeverbeenpublished. One is as follows:

—
■Cloflio, thatrscribbliug\chatteringpott,

Tome the othermorningsaid,"
Which of my worksdo you likebest ?

"
Ianswered,""ThoseIhavenotrtad,"

Another is ■varied several times:
—

Prometheus, to punishhispilferingart," Had avulture to feeddayandnightonliisheart;
Hndst them, my goodfriend,beeninhis situation,
Alas for the bird!'twouldhave diedofstarvation.

This is a differentversion:
Prometheus, to punishhispilfering,they say,
Hadavulture to fesdonhis heartnightaud day;
Hadst tho\i,mygoodfiiend,been inhis situation.
The vulture,by Jove!wouldhave diedof starvation.

Names op Cottntbies.— Europesignifies a countryof white corn*
plexions;so named because the inhabitants there wero of lightea
complexionthan those of either Asia or Africa. Africa signifies thA
landof corn,or ears. Itwascelebratedfor its abundance of cornanoF1

all kinds of grain. Spain, a country of rabbits and conies. This
country was onceso infested with these animals that theinhabitants
petitioned Augustus for an army to. destroy them. Italy, a country
of pitch;from its yielding greatquantities of black pitch. Gaul,

ImodernFrance, signifies yellow-haired;as yellowhair characterized
its first inhabitants. Hibernia,as utmost, or last habitation;fop
beyond this, westward,Phcenicians, weare told, never extended their
voyages. Britain, the country of tin;as there were greatquantities
of leadand tiu foundonthe adjacent island. The Greeks calledit
Albion, which signifies inthePhoenician tongue,either white op high
mountains, from the whitenessof its shores, or the high rocks on tlie
western coast.

The 'Germania
'
isinformedby a correspondentinRomethat on

hearingof Count Arnim's arrest theHoly Father exclaimed,*'Ecco,
ecco!Arniin inprisonlikemyself! He does not deserve it. Should
itbe of anyuseIwouldgladly give him a certificatetestifyinghim to
haveservedhis Governmentwell here. For he has in truthdoneall
that hecould toinjure myself andthe Church."
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