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WHAT IT COSTS TO BE A CATHOLIC.

Perhaps there are few Catholics who live in peace under tl£
United States, whoeverstop toconsider the sacrifices the people
inmanyEuropeancountrieshave to undergo, simply because they
profess the CatholicFaith.

InRussia, tobecome aconvert to theRomanCatholicChurch,
entails forfeiture of all estates,andpreventspromotion inthecivil
or military sphere. Inlikemanner,in other countries, painsand
penalties await all whodare tocast aside the perplexities of Pro-
testantism andtake up the Crosß of our DivineSaviour. Evenin
America, wjith allits boastedtoleration, the man who openly pro-
fesses the Catholic faith is in a measureostracised by thosewho
areimbuedwith the spiritof Puritanism. The world, in a word,
hates the CatholicChurch, as her teachings are repulsiveto those
who follow the world, the flesh, and

—
as a consequence

—
the devil.

Worldings cannot reconcile to themselves the teachings of that
spiritualmother who tells allher children there is a spritual law
which is far moreimperative thanthe law of Mammom;nor canit
endure that Church which places the Cross of Christ above and
beyond the sceptreof Caesar. In the creedlesschurchesmenlearn
that toberich,powerful, and independentof religious scruplesis
theacmeof perfection,andthus they intuitivelyaretaughttohate
the teachings ofthe Templeofthe Holy Ghost, which tells usthat
t^ie poor arethe people of God, that the number shallbeexalted,
and that self-abnegation is the solemn obligation of ie;rery
Christian.

The worldtellsits votaries that the religion of Divesis the
true method by which to gain happiness, whilst the Catholic
Churchtells her children that to be goodand perfect Christians
theymustbelikeLazarus in spiritso that that the Son of God
may take pity uponthem andraise them up to the glory He has
promisedall wholoveandserve Him infaith, hope, and. charity.
For these reasons and for others fully as potent, the worldly-
minded look uponpractical Catholicsasmenwhoarebeneaththem
inintelligence, whoareblinded totheir ownbestinterests because
theybelievein the teachings of the Churchby whichthey arepre-
ventedfrom committingnameless crimes whose verymentionpol-
lutes the lips that gives them utterance,andwho, moreover,areso
circumscribedby thelaws of God, that they turn awayindisgust
fromwhat the worldis pleasedtocallitspleasures.

This is the spirit which inour days has cast the beloved
Bishopsandpastorsintoprisonswhere they aretreatedasthe vilest
criminals. Men whose heads are covered with the snow-white
locksofage,whose blamelesslives havebeen passedinperforming
those deedsof charitypeculiar to theCatholic priesthood,are torn
from the altar of Godand thrust intoprisonbecause theyhave the
courage toobey God,' rather thanCaesar. For the libertine, the in-
fidel, and the robber, there is freedom and justice;but for the
humblepriestof God, thehighest reward for fidelity tohis faithis
to wander an exile from his native land, or dwell in a dungeon
withinher borders.

Nor will this persecutionstophere. Fromthe Bishops itwill
descend tothepriests,and from them to the people,who ere long
may expectto feel the iron-cladhoof ofthehellishmiscreants, who,
under thenameof progressand liberty,arere-enactingPandemon-
iuminEurope. Nor must we in America expect tobe free from
this scourgeofLucifer. Itwill come sooner or latter, and it be-
hoovesus*to be readyfor the conflict, by noxu-ishing our faith,,by
relianceonDivineProvidence,byprayerandpenance,asthesearethe
armsthat Godhasproposedforour defenceineverybattleagainst the
leo-ions of hell— come in-what shape they may. When heroic
Davidwent forth to face the huge Goliath he didnot encasehim-
self in the armourof this world, but he placed his sole reliance
uponthepower of God. Inlike mannershouldCatholicsplaceim-
plicit relianceupon thepowerof heaven to release them fromevery
toil the enemies of Godmay seek tocast around them, andtokeep
inmemoryat all times the important truth it is better to obey
God thanman.

—
♥Catholic Sentinel.'

small confidence. "To become a Roman Catholic andremain a
thorough Englishman are, it cannot be disguised," says the* Times/"almost incompatibleconditions." This is sheer clap-trap
andnonsense,unworthy of the 'Times.' The'Times'knows that
some of Ihemost eminent patriots,sovereigns, statesmen,scholars,
warriors, andphilosophers whomEnglandhas everseenhavebeen
"bomandbrought up in the Roman Catholic faith, and that the
foundationsand most solidand enduring portions of that glorious
templeof liberty,"'The British Constitution," wereconstructedby
Catholic,andnotby Protestant,hands. Tali of Catholicismbeing"un-English," indeed! The

'Times' consoles, or tries to console,
himself and friends with the reflection that, after all,LordRipon
is but one

—
a "stray peer

"—
who has gone over toRome. His

conversion presents but "a melancholy spectacle" at best, and
nothingmore. Itindicatessomething like anaberrationof mind.
Ifthe editor of the 'Times

'
had ventured on sucha foolishand

ill-bred remarkintheHouse ofLords,or at anypublic meeting,he
would*haveelicited loud cries of

"
Oh.! oh!" Butif the Earlof

Grosvenorand theDukeofLeedshavesince gone over toRome, as
reportedin theNew ZealandTablet of last week, whatwill the" Times * thensay about "stray peers." Iwasconfident, when I
heard ofLordRipon'sconversion, thatmany other members of the
English aristocracywould soon follow his example. Wehave, in
fact,only seen the beginning of this Catholic movement in the
English peerage, The

'
Times

'
had better give in with agood

graceat once, and not talk any more stuff and nonsense about"Btray peers," Catholicism being
"

un-English," andconversions
indicating a diseaseof the mind. The thunder of the Vaticanis
stronger than the thunder of Printing-house Square after all.
What willthehunchbacknational jester,MrPunch,saytoallthis ?
The creature'svenom will overflow, and he will slaver withpas-
sion andgrinmorebroadly than ever. But these wonderfulcon-
versions areno fit subjects for jibesandtauntsbyRoman Catholics
at the expenseof their Protestant neighbors. They are the fruit
of God's grace,andnot of men's power. It is gratifyingtoRoman
Catholics doubtless toseemen ofwealth,highrank,andcommand-
ingabilities likeLordRipongiving in their adhesiontothe Church.
Inspiteof many obstacles;yet we do not requiretobe told that
thesoul of thehumblest of the people is of asmuchvalue,inthe
sight of God, asthe soul ofLordRiponor theQueen herself. The
Chucrhhas, of late, made signal conquests among the Anglican
clergy andthe English peerage. Iconfess Iwouldlike tosee her
conquer someofthe eminent members of the FourthEstate

—
the

editor of the
'
Otago Guardian,' for instance. Their turnwill come

next. Come itwill, for they,Ibelieve,aremenof good-will, and
itis quitepossible thatLordRiponat one time mayhavefelt and
spoken against theCatholic Church as stronglyas ever theyhave
done. The Catholic Church in England has long beenpoverty-
struck andcrippledinher operationsfrom wantof funds;butnow
sheis likely to be relieved from her wants so far as money can
supply them. When the Church has rich sonsanddaughters she
willneverbepoor;but riches are dangerous evento the Church.
The Churchin England knows that to her cost, andis likely to
makeabetter useof her riches in our day thanshe did in times
past. InoticeLordRiponhas just given .£5,000 asadonationto
the new Catholic College at Kensington. Gocd Catholics areliberalto G-od's Church and his poor, not only inlife but also in
death. LordDunraven is a remarkable instance. His religious
and charitable bequests were princely. When Queen Victoria,
whomGod longpreserve, is called away to exchange an eait'aly
for anheavenly crown,Iqtiestion whether she will leaveasmuch
for piousand charitable purposes, asLordDunravendid. Inread-
ing the

"
Probates ofWills," Ihaveoften beenstruck at the very

verysmallamount which the owners of all the millions of cashbequeathed in these wills have left for religious or charitableuses— a sum, -which, takea collectively,is not worthnaming. Yet
thepauperismof England is anational scandal, andso is the wan
of themeansof religious instruction for the English poor. Now
that wealthy Englishmen arebecoming Catholics, these scandals,
itis hoped,wilLbe removedby degrees. That cannotbe done ofasudden, for these scandals are the growth of three centuries—
co-evilwith the birth of Protestantism. In no country in the
worldprobably, Christian or pagan, does paxiperisni appear ina
more forbidding formthanin England, and nowheredoesit trust
somuch topopulardemoralisation. Yet

"
the poor lawsystem"is

eminently Protestant and English. The Archbishop of West-
minster lately mentionedthat since he formally placedhis diocese
under thepatronageof the Sacred Heart he hadreceived for his
peoplemost liberal gifts in money. There may be,who knows,
someconnectionbetweenthis pious actoftheArchbishopandthese
recentgratifyingconversions among the "Barons bold"of Eng-
land. For myself,Infay say that these conversions are specially
gratifying tome whooftenrepeat Cardinal Wiseman's"Litany for
theConversionof England," whichIhopemany othersbesides me
inNew Zealandrecite and will continue torecite.

The
'
New York Freeman

'
says :—lt:

— Itis announced, in apublic
telegraphic dispatch to the European papers

— whether correctly or
not'we'do not know— that the- Dukeof Norfolk, First Peer of the
British realm, andby hereditary title GrandMarshalof the Court of
England, is aboxit to renounce allhis worldly titlesand toenter the
Congregationof the Oratory of St. PhilipNeri,at Brompton— ptu*-
posing to enterHoly Orders. TheDukeis about twenty-sevenyears
of age,andhas beenmarked, allhis life, forhisdevotionas aCatholic.
His hereditary titles andestates willpass tohis brother, LordEdward
BernardHoward, who has just reachedhismajority. The mother of
theDukeof Norfolk is a sister of Lord Lyons, whosome time ago
wasBritish Minister at Washington.

The following are the professors appointed to ihe Catholic
University College at Kensington :— Rectov:The Right Rev. Mgr.
Capel,DomesticPrelate tohis Holiness PopePius IX.;Classics— F.
A. Paley,Esq., M.A., Camb.;Matheniaties—E. Butler,Esq.,M.A.,
T.C.D. ;Oriental Languages and Hebrew— C. Seager, Esq., M.A.,
Oxon.;Astronomy

—
R. Proctor,Esq.,F.A.S.;Chemistry— F. Barff,

Esq.,M.A., Camb., Professor of Chemistry to the Royal Academy;
Natural Theology

— Rev. R. Clarke ;Natural Hi>tory
—

St. George
Mivart,Esq.,F.R.S.;Literature

—
DennisFlorenceMcCarthy, Esq.

Thopresentmaybe a fitting moment tonote down the progress
of Catholicism inGreatBritain withinthe last hundred years. Here
are the statistics collected withgreat care:— In 1765, there were
60,000 Catholics in England and Scotland; in 1821, there were
£03,000 ;in 1843, theynumbered 800,000;in 1870, the number was
3,380,000. There are nowin England 1,093 priests,1,353 churches,
70 monasteries ofmen,268 convents of women,1,200 CatholicSchools.
The house of Peers number 33 Catholic;tho Lower House 87;
nmnng the Privy finnnnillors there are 6 Catholics} tlae nobility

A Deadly Spring.— A writer inthe Colusa"(California) 'Inde-pendent'Bays :—":
— "

About half a mile over a mountain fromBartlctt
Springs there is whatis called the Gas Spring. This is probably the
greatest curiosity of the mountains. The water is ice-cold, but
babbling and foaming as if boiled, and the greatest wonder is theinevitable destruction of life producedby inhaling the gas. No live
thing is to /be found within a circuit of 100 yards near the spring.
The verybirds if they happen to fly over itdrop dead. We experi-
mentedwitha lizardonits destructive propertiesby holdingita few
feet above the water;it stretched dead in two minutes. Itwillkill
a human being in twenty minutes. We stood over it about fiveminutes, whena dull,heavy, aching sensation crept overus,and oureyesbeganto swim. Thegaswhich escapeshere is the rankestkindof
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