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We woulddraw the attentionof our readers tb the excellent

programme of sports published in another column by the St.
Joseph'sPic-nic Committee. It will beobserved that inaddition
tomoneyprizesto the amount of .£l6, there are many other valu-
able ones in the shapeof asuit of clothes to order,achest of tea,
a matof sugar, &c,&c. As the treat was specially devisedfor the
amusementof theday and Sunday school children of St. Joseph's,
it willbe seen that their enjoymenthas not been overlooked,and
for the smallsum of sixpencethey willbe conveyed to and from
the ground,andin additionreceive aticket entitling them to re-
freshments to theamount of oneshilling. We havebeenasked to
return" the thanks of the committee to the various gentlemen
throughout thecity whoso generouslyaidedthemovementby their
contributionof prizes.

It would appear that the watchful attention paid to Mr.
Sullivan,ofNelsonnotoriety,by the ScotlandYardgentry,proved
toomuch for his sensitive nature, and has resulted in his again
favoring theColonies withhispresence, areport being currentthat
whenlast seenhe was patronising the amusementsof Melbourne.
If such bethe fact, wenia-y safely conclude that it willnotbe long
untilwe have himreturned to us, like abad coin. The Criminal
InfluxPreventionActwhichis inforce in Victoria,empowers that
Colony tore-shipaconvict tothe place wherethe pardonhasbeen
granted, unless fouryears haveelapsedfrom thedate of pardonto
arrivalonVictorian soil. Itis more than possible,then, that all
the efforts of ourGovernment on his behalf will beof no further
avail thaninhaving given theirprotegeapleasant trip to the old
country andback.

Wenotice that another efforthasbeen madefor theestablish-
ment of aWorking Men's Clubinthis city. At a meeting which
washeld at the Hibernian Hotel,onMonday evening, at which
delegatesfrom severalof the Trade Societieswerepresent,thefol-
lowing resolutions were unanimously carried:

— "That in the
opinion of this meeting it is desirable to establish aWorking
Men's Club inthis city, andit strongly recommendsitto the consi-
deration of their fellow working-men." "That all trades and
workmenbe invitedtosend delegates toameeting tobe heldinthe
HibernianHotel onMonday, the 21st instant, for the purpose of
formingresolutions toputbefore asubsequentpublicmeeting."

The quarterlymeetingof St.Joseph'sBranch of theHibernian
Society washeldinthe schoolroom attachedto the church, onMon-
day evening last, the President,Bro.E. Carroll, presiding. After
someroutine business hadbeentransacted, theLodgeproceeded to
investigate several charges of neglect preferredagainst Dr.Cole,
themedicalattendant. After aminute investigationand lengthy
discussion, the charges wereheld tobe fully substantiated,andin-
structions weregiven to theSecretaryto acquaintDr. Cole thathis
servicesasmedicalattendantto thebranchweredispensedwith,at
the same time forwarding the chargesupon which suchaction had
been taken. The followingnominations were thenreceivedfor the
variousoffices, the elections to whichwill take place onTuesday,
the 29th inst:

—
ForPresident,Bro. Burke;Vice-President, Bros.

Moroney andBrennan;Secretary,Bro.Cantwell;Treasurer, Bro.
Connellan;Warden,Bros. Gallagher andA.Toal;Guardian,Bros.
A. ToalandKirk. Bro.Connor wasproposedto the office of Presi-
dent, andJ. Toalto thatof Secretary, butboth members refused
tostand.

Itismost encouragingtosee that theefforts ofour clergymen
for theeducationandspiritualwelfare of theirflocks command the
respectand admiration of the impartial of all creeds and classes.
The followingis anextract fromtheWaikatocorrespondenceof the'Auckland Weekly Herald.5 The writer says:

— "Itis invidious
todraw comparisons,butIcannot helpit. lama Protestant;but
if the clergy of our Church in theWaikato would takepatternby
theEev.FatherGolden, the onlyKonianCatholicclergymaninthe
district, they would be more appreciated. Itravel about very
much, and there is scarcely a settlement in which.Ido not see
Father Goldenorhearof him. He is alwayson the move, and
doesnotwaitfor aSunday tocelebrate the servicesof hisChurch;
any day andany time most convenient to all doesFather Golden
labor. Ifeelverystrong on this point;for wherereligious teach-
ino- is neglected,there will be foundcrime. Iregret to liken the
Church of England to the parableof "The Rich Fool,"hoarding
itsrevenueandneglectingthat religiousconsolationto itsmembers
itis bound to~give."

We are inreceipt of the 'IllustratedNew ZealaudHerald' for
December,andaltlKraghnoneof the illustrations areof a local cha-
racter the selectionshare been otherwise judicious,andareadmirably
executed. All the Australian colonies have been represented—
Western Australiaby the portrait of its gallant explorer,Mr.John
Forrest;South Australia with the reception of that gentleman at
Adelaide on his return; New South Wales is representedby the
views of "Burrangorang Valley"and the

"
Grose River,BlueMoun-

tains ;" and to Victoriahas been allotteda splendid full-pagedcut of
"The Head-quartersBaudatFitzroy Gardens," "TheNationalAgri-
culturalSociety'sShow at Melbourne," and "Haricot, the winnerof
the Melbourne Cup." Inaddition to these there is a viewof

"
the

FarraloneIslands," on the coast of California, withother interesting
sceneryon thePacific Coast.
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deal, without incurring just censure for aggression and
assumption? Butitis almost in vainto argue,to disprove,
or to protest. Voltaire bequeathed to the enemies of
the Church aprinciple,calling on them to lie against her,
and all thatbelongs to her; to lie intrepidly, tolie with-
out ceasing;and well have they followed his injunction.

AGGRESSIVE AND ASSUMPTIVE.

A goodcry,particularly if it canbe condensed intoone or
two telling words,hasbeen found tobe amost efficacious
weaponfor assailinganopponent. Itdoesnot mattermuch
■whetheror not thereis evenaparticle oftruth inthe cry;
if it be striking and repeated sufficiently often,itnever
fails to produce an effect more or less injurious to the
person whom it assails. For example: to call anyone
aggressive and assumptive for a considerable period is
sufficient toproduce a

-conviction in the minds of many
that the person thus assailed is both aggressive and as-
sumptive, though inreality hemaybe neither the one nor
the other. This is very unjust, and the only remedy
appears tobe topursue the slarder and expose it.

These thoughts have been suggested bysome observa-
tions made by the "Wellington correspondentof the 'New
ZealandHerald,' which appearedin theissueof thatpaper
under dateNovember 30. This writer,speakingof Bishop
Redwood, says:— "He isapparently freefrom that aggres-
siveandassumptive spirit which so distinguishesBishop
Mohan." Those who know Bishop Moban", when they
read these words,will becertainly amazed. Aggressiveand
assumptive spirit! "What proof has Bishop Moea>~ given
of such aspirit ? Few men confine themselves soexclu-
sively to thedischarge of the duties peculiar to their office
as does thisprelate. He is hardly, if ever,seen at public
places ormeetings;and it is notorious that he is fond of
retirement,andindifferent as to recognition.

It is very probable that the 'Herald's' Wellington cor-
respondent has nopersonal knowledge whatever of Bishop
MoiU-N;and thathehasconsideredhimself justifiedincall-
inghim aggressive and assumptive because he found the
Otago newspapers designating himby these terms. But
webeg to assure this our brother of thePress that the
Otagonewspapers arenot infallible,and that, on the con-
trary, theyare very liable to mistakes,particularly on all
questions affecting Catholics,and above all, ecclesiastics.
Tlia Wellington correspondent of the 'Herald 'had better
be very much onhis guard as to giving implicit credit to
newspaper reports from this quarter,if he be desirous to
avoid making peoplelaughat hisexpense.

Bishop Mobanhas never injured or attacked any man
inperson,property, or character;he has never claimed
anything for himself to which he hadnot a strict right;
and he has never unnecessarily assailed even an abuse.
But there have been things which the duties of his office
have compelledhim to do, which, as was to be expected,
did not please everybody. There have been times, too,
whenhe was calledupon to defend theinterestscommitted
to his charge,from the assaults of enemies. And all this
he lias done openly, above-board, and without flinching.
Theseare theacts, which certain writersin the Press,in a
loose and incorrect phraseology not unusual with them,
have calledevidences ofanaggressiveandassumptive spirit.
In any oneelse,BishopMoban'smode ofproceeding would
have been regarded as only natural andbecoming;but the
idea downhere inthesealmostperfectlyeducatedprovinces,
is that it ishighly aggressive and assumptive ina Catholic
Bishop to warnhis people against societies fouuded for the
expresspurpose of destroying their faith, anduprooting
their Church;to repelcalumnious assaults onhis ownand
their religion and its ministers; to guard the faith and
morals of the rising generation amongst Catholics from
the inherent dangers of secular, mixed and godless
schools ; and to protest against their being plundered
for the maintenance of institutions established with the
thinly veiled objectof destroying Catholicity. This is the
new definition of aggression and assumption! Bishop
Moban,and the Church andreligion which he isbound to
defend,havebeen attacked in the Press ; the faith of the
childrencommitted tohischargehas beenassailedin school-
books,bya system of education at once sectarian and god-
less, and in many other ways. And because he dared
to have the courage to defend himself and thorn, heis
called aggressive and assumptive!

The truth is, theaggressionand assumption have been
on theopposite side. Bishop MoßANhas assumednothing,
andlias studiously abstained from doing more than was
absolutely necessary for legitimate defence. When, or
where, has he assailed any man's"religion? When, or
■wbere,has heattempted to depiive anyman of a right?
When, or where,has he intruded himself on anyman or
body of men? Andmighthe have not assumed a great
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