
PrinceCharlesBonapartehasconsented tobe acandidatefor theGeneralCouncilof Ajaccio inopposition to his cousin,Prince Napo-
leon. The rupture,therefore,betweenthelatter and theImperialistshas come toa climax,andit is believed that unless he 'obtains the
support of the Bepublicans,Prince Napoleon has no chanceofre-election.

At ameetinginLondon, to receive a report frommissionariessenttodiscover thetribes of Israel, Lord H was asked to takethechair.
"
Itake,"he replied,"a greatinterestinyour researches,

gentlemen. The factis,Ihave borrowed moneyfrom all the Jews
nowknown, andif youcan find a newsetIshall be obliged."

Mr.Disraeli'svisit to Irelandhas beenabandoned,inconsequence
of the stateofhishealth.

A curious phenomenonwasrecentlycaught at Wimborne, Dor-setshire, a perfectly white sparrow, with pink eyes. Its brethren,
doubtlessshockedby such a lususnaturae,had set upon the wretchedbird,andwere pecking it todeath.

A fee of150,000 dollarshas just been received by an Americansurgeon for removing a wen. The operation was performed with"lectricknives.
The JewsofNew Yorkoutnumberthose ofJerusalem.The celebratedGermanProtestanthistorian,M. Kopps, has be-comeaconvert toCatholicity.
The unsuccessful strike of the mill-workers of Belfast has costthemover £900,000.
The Americanpapers state that the Evangelicals are somewhatexercisedaboutthe statementthatHorace Greely died a Catholic.
BasilHarrison, Who figures inone of Cooper'snovelsas the "BeeHunter," diedrecently inMichigan, aged106.
Froude'svenomhas not been entirely exhausted,andheproposes

to iss- c another volumeof"The EnglishinIreland."HenryB.Ste Marie, who capturedJohnH.Surratt, one ofLin-coln'sassassins,recently diedinPhiladelphia.
The Japanesecensus shows only 3,000 criminals in a population

ofover30,000,000souls.
Somebodycalculatesthat to feedNewNewYorkauditsadjacentpopulationrequires annually 600,000 head of cattle, 800,000 sheep,1,000,000 hoge, 2,000,000 barrels of flour, and 1,000,000 barrels of

ryeandcorn,inaddition tomilk, fish, fruits, vegetables,andgroceries
tocorrespond.

The ceremony ofblessing the foundations of themagnificent new
churchto beierectedinhonorof St.Joseph,atBerkeleystreet,Dublin,
tookplace onSunday, August 30. HisEminence the CardinalArch-bishop.officiated.

Somehouses inClare Market,London, wererecently foundtobe
insuch a dangerous stat« that the occupants, whoranout on the firstalarm,werenot allowed to return for theirgoods. The houses arenow incourse ofdemolition.

ANew York man, who believes in advertising, paid a bill of78,000d01s the other day for a year's work,butit was wellspent, for
the earnings resulting from that advertisement, which were divided
amongfourpersons, footedup 650,000d015.

A largecrab havingteethlike those of a horse,andlimbsfivefeetlong,has been capturedoff the Japanesecoast.
Wishing to show a few English visitors some "sport," theMaharajaofPuttiala,latelylet loose a tigress in the vicinity of his

palace. As mighthavebeenexpected,the brutekilled two or three
peoplebefore sheherself was knockedover.

Mr.H. M. Stanley has left on his Zanzibar expedition. It issaid thathe will haveasmany as 800menathis disposal to carryoutitsobjects. Hehas had two portable steel boats built in England
especially forriver service. It is said that Mr. Stanley regards the
expeditionon whichhe is now entering as one attended with great
personaldanger. One of themembersof the expeditionis a magni-
ficent dog,presentedto Stanleyby LadyBurdettContts, and said to
be worth£500.

Anenterprising firm latelypaid200 rupees for the privilege of
collecting the hair shornfromtheheads of thepilgrims at the Magh
Melaof Allahabad,and the whole capillaryharvest, it is said, hasbeen shippedoff to England, to be made into chignons.

The Corporationof the City of London is becoming very rich.
Itsaccounts for the last financial year shows its revenueamountedto£430,6000, whileithas a cashbalancein thebank of £640,000.

Wreaths ofartificial foliageand flowersmade of metal, andcare-
fullycoloredafternature,areused for walldecorations,andonfestive
occasionsatParis.

The sale of waste paper from the different publio departments
in(JreatBritainrealisesannually sixteen thousandpounds sterling.

The shareholdersin the Manchester Aquariam have decided to
haveitopento thepublic onSundays, from4 to6 p.m.

TempleBar has now to be proppedup;so it will formally be
takenaway fromits present position, where it is an obstruction totraffic, andre-erected asan entrance to thenew law courtsnearby.

Margaret Wolfe, agednineyears,thedaughter ofasailor, diedat
Liverpool,frominflammationconsequentuponhavingher earspierced
for earrings.

King Coffeehas sofar lostcaste byhis defeatthat theneighbor-
ing tribes fromwhomhe formerlyexacted tribute,now refuse topay.
Some of the tribes areinopenrevolt,andat present he is powerless
to tubduethem.

A venerable oldlady (sayß the
'Tribune'),who was called upon

togive evidenceat the inquest on the fire inPernell, lately, whenshe
had theBible presentedtoher onbeing sworn,askedin the sweetest
mannerpossible if thebook was forher,and withoutwaitingareply,,
beganrummaging for her pocket to putit in. Shelookedverymuch
disappointedonbeing toldshe wasonly tokiss,not tokeep it.

The 'Pilot' says:
—

Several exchanges have stated that Key.
FatherKeenan,ofLancaster,Pa.,whohas attained his ninety-sixth
year,is the oldest priestinAmerica, andperhapsin the world. This
is incorrect,as the oldestpriestinNorthAmerica isnow stationedat
St. John's Church, Frederick, Md.; the Rev. John McElroy, S,J.,
agedninety-eightyear/}.

Ok the Ist August, the FeastofSt. Peter inChains, the " tJnita
Cattolica'laid anofferingat the feetof theHolyFather. Itconsiandof over 20,000 francs, which CatholicItalyhassent to that journalin
smallsums during themonths of JuneandJuly, la the copyof thejournalpublishedon that day

—
theprevious day'sjournal was seques-

trated for the attempt topublish the ArchbisbopufParis'sPastoral
Letter

—
there area series ofnoteson the Chains of St. Peter, and acorrespondingseries ofnoteson theChains ofPius theNinth,
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11A chlel's amtng ye taktn' notes,Andfaithuo'elprent'em,"

Nowthat theGoddard fever has somewhat subsided, and the starwhich shone with such brilliancy has disappeared from ourfirma-ment,it maybe that the publicwill comedown from its high stilts,
and forma lessroseateestimateof the performancesofthatcelebratedartiste. Idonot for one momentwish to depreciatetheundoubtedabilities.,and talents ofMadame Goddard,who is,par excellence, thepianisteof theday, andwithouta peer inherprofession;hut

—
attherisk of losing caste by the confession

—
Ifail todiscover thatshe issoimmeasurably superior to other artistes Ihave heard,to cause thoecstatic raptures indulged in during her visitbyBrown,Jones,andKobinson. The oft-repeated question, "What's in aname?

"
hasbeenanswered tosomepurposeby the receptionaccorded toMadameGoddard, foritwillscarcely be deniedthat a considerable portion ofthe enthusiasmandgushing with whichshe wasgreeted wasas muchowing to the fame of her name, as a tribute ofadmirationforhertalents. The truthis, thatMadame Goddard'sadventhadbeenlookedforwardto for some time withanamount of interest and excitementrarely,if ever,accordedto a professional, and the public felt it in-cumbentuponit toendorse a verdict which had been so generallyand unequivocably expressed, and addanother to the list of Poang

which havebeen sung in her honor,or else incur theodium of beingdevoidof allmusicalappreciation. Hadanartisteunknown to fame,
and whosereputationhad beenunheralded,appeared under the un-pretentiousname of Green, but whose talents were equal, or evensuperior to those ofMadameGoddard,would the discriminationofthe
criticalaudiences which rapturously applauded that lady, be equal to
to the occasion,and meritreceive its due meed of applause? It is
somewhatmore than questionable. Or suppose Madame Goddard,
during the executionof one of those difficultcompositions,whichwerelistened to withsuch wrapt attention, had chosen to take libertieswith themusic,and indulge inmanipulations on the instrument not
intended by the composer. Iask how manyamong her crowded
audience wouldbe able to detect the discrepancy ? Possibly not twodozen,andmost probablyeven those wouldattribute the variations
to thesuper-excellence of her execution. To mentionMadame
Goddard's performances without a host of superlatives, was tobe
stigmatised as abeing without asoul,andtobe therecipientof themost
contemptuous pity j but to have the moral courage toattempt to
qualify a eulogium with the little word"but," wasquitesufficient to
consign one to Coventry. A friend of mine, whose opinionIasked
after his attendance, indulgedin strictures of ahereticalnature,being
neither complimentary to theartiste's abilities norhis own judgment,
and more trenchant than true, yet to my surprise the second and
succeeding nights saw him in his former place, applauding to tie
echo. Why was this? Simply because Madame Goddard was the
rage;fashion wasinexorable,andappearances had to bemaintained;
andmy friendhad takena season ticket. Itis a pity MadameGod-dard, instead of confining herself to the mere physical puzzles of
German composers, did not play some real music, and favor her
audiences withpieces from the Italianmasters.

Public benefits are ofttimes the reverse where individuals are
concerned, and circumstances which are a boon to themany,have
veryoftenanoppositeeffect onthe few. New Zealandis a case in
point, and *he immunity from the presence of snakes, ethocgenus
omne,upon whichthe colony has so often prided itself

—
blessing, as

no doubtitwillbeconsidered— has frequentlybeena sourceofregretto
needy paragraphists during the long Parliamentaryrecess. In the
othercolonies journalistshave alwaysareservetofallbackuponduring
a dearth of news,and thegap canbe easily filled byamonster goose-
berry or cleverly-improvised snake story. However,althoughour
literary scribes are placed at a seeming disadvantage, they possess a
substitute which knows no season, and is in perfect bloom in
both January and May. Need Isay Iallude to the immortal"Knocker," of whom, no doubt, your readers have heardbefore.
Although "Knocker" hasbeenpublicly enathematizedby everyjournal
from the 'Bay ofPlenty Times' to itsnamesake of Otago,Ihavehut
littledoubt that simultaneously a silent blessing was invoked onhis
behalf. As towhether "Knocker"reallyhasanexistenceinthe flesh,or
is merely some apocryphal charactercreatedby clever Pressmento
supply the wantof the gooseberryor the snake,Iamnot atallclear

—
and therewouldappear tobe asmuchmystery shrouding thathighly*
abusedbutusefulpersonageasexistedwithregardto theidentity of Ju«
nius. Howeverjudging from the dailyjournalsof thepaßt fewdays,it
would appear as if Mr.Knocker were about to be relieved from his
arduousduties, and a successor found in the person of " Master
Humphrey." Icongratulate Knocker, and consider he maysafely
retire onhis laurels.

It is but seldomIaminaccordiritlithecleverwriterof"Passing
Notes," but there appeared a sentence in his last paper whichI
heartily endorse. He says :—":

— "
Here in the land ofplenty nobody

need steal braes, as everybody seems to hare more than enough.
Brass abounds,andpasses current;brass isessential, andis therefore
plentiful." True, O King! Ibow myhead to the liictvunofonev*ho
evidently speaks from experience, and pardon tho egotism in con-
siderationof the candour. To be convinced thatbrassabounds and
passes current, ire need only i*ead the columns of the

—
newspapers.

However, as the writer is not quite "everybody,"itwerebetter he
had not been so general in his remarks, and rented satisfied with
announcing his ownpossessionof the commodity.
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