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DEATH.
McGbbgob.

—
On'the 23rd November, at theGrange, East Taieri,

Delia, the beloved wife of Alexander McGregor, and only
daughter of CorneliusBunbury, of the Grange Hotel,Hanover
"treet,Dunedin:aged 26 years. Deeply regretted.
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THE DAILY TIMES' CORRESPONDENT.

wehavehitherto abstained from publishing them, through anaturaldislike to touch filth, and our unwillingness to pro-voke, without great necessity, feelingsand passionswhichitis
generally wiseto allow to slumber, we shall not now reta-
liateon our contemporary.

The 'Times Correspondent'wishesit to beinferred that
the crimes of Catholics are to be attributed to their religion,
and that,in fact, itwould be better to belong to no religion
than to the Catholic. One would fancy that this writer hadfallen into the hands of the Revivalists who so lately played
their pranks in the Lando' Cakes, and that he had become
possessed of the new spirit, which, in him, is certainly notone of truth, justice,or decency. If amanneglects his reli-
gious duties,absents himself from the offices of his Church,
disobeysher precepts, scornsher warnings, and turns a deaf
ear to her exhortations, and then commits crime, is it notmanifestly unjust to attributehis crime tohis religion? The
Catholic religion teachesher children to obey the laws of God
andman, and such of them as areloyal to her and obedient
to her voice are themost peaceableand virtuous of mankind;
but such as do not are, of course, like those who have noreligion, and inmany instances verymuch worse.

Butis there anythingin the moral atmosphereof Scotland
provocativeof crime ? We ask this questionbecause weknow
notwhere else toto turnfor anexplanationof the phenomenon
of the extraordinary number of convictions of Catholics inScotland. Canitbe that evilcommunications have corrupted
good morals? Irish Catholics,as is notorious,are particu-
larlymoraland law-abiding inIreland;whereasinScotland,
it 'appears, according to the 'Times 'Correspondent, theyare
the reverse. Whilst under theinfluence of their Church,andsubmitting to theguidance of their priests, thereisless crime
amongst them than is to be foundinEngland, or indeed, wtbelieve,in anycountry inEurope;in Scotland they aremost
disorderly; This is,indeed,a phenomenon. Is it not pos-
sible that the cause may be found in thecircumstances of
Scotland? May not the bad example of excessive drinking,
to which people inScotland are so ttmch addicted,have had
a deleterious influence on a spirited and easily-excited
people. This certainly would not excuse their crimes,butit
ought to prevent Scotchmen from forgetting that they are
themselves in theglass house,and that it isa dangerousthing
to throw stones from such a locality. Possibly we may soon
be in possession of the true explanation of the figures of
the

"' Otago Daily Times' Correspondent. If we shall be sofortunate, we shallreturn to the subject.

Ox Saturday last there appeared in the supplement of our
contemporary,a letter, dated Edinburgh, October Ist, from"Our Correspondent," in which we find the following pas-
sage :—":

— "Some facts that may interest Dr.Moran appear in
a Blue-book just issued, regarding crime in Scotland It
seems that the Roman Catholics, while they form only one-
twelfth of the populationof Scotland, contribute very nearly
cne-third of the crimecommitted in the country;or, to put
the matter in another way, 1out of every 27 Romanists in
Scotland isconvicted of crime, against 1in132 of persons
belonging to every other religion, or professingnoreligion at
aIL 'By their fruits youshallknow them.'"

If theabove statement be true, the facts contained in it
arevery discreditable to Roman Catholics in Scotland, and to
Scotland itself. But though possibly the arithmetic of the
4Times' Correspondentmaybegcorrect, the'significance of the
figures maybe misrepresented. We should very much like
tosee aclassification of the crimes committed by the n.em-
bers of the various denominations, and we should also wish
to seeaverification of the number of criminals belonging to
the various sects. Perhapsit would be found,on investiga-
tion, that whilst numerous convictions for petty offences
render the aggregate of convictions of Cetholics dispropor-
tionately large, few crimes of magnitude can be charged
against them. Again, itmay be in Scotland as elsewhere

—
as

here inDunedin, for example,sometimes
—

that criminals,who
are not and never have been Catholics, in order to conceal
their misfortunes from their friends, not only take assumed
names, butalso cause themselves to be registered as Roman
Catholics.

This much we do know, that some time ago we came
acioss statistics in reference to the comparativeimmorality of
the two countries, which weremost discreditable to Scotland.
We are sorely tempted to publish these to-day, provokedby
theunfair andnasty conduct of the *Daily Times.' But as

We may fairly assume that thefigures of the 'Times'Cor-
respondentmaybe explainedso as toshow that,for somereason
or o ht.\ the state ot things in Scotland, so far as Catholic
criminals are concerned, is altogetherexceptional:and itcer-
tainly cannot beattributed,as insinuatedbyourcontemporary,
to their religion. The majority of Catholics inScotland are
from Ireland,and it is nut improbable that these supply a
majority of criminals; but how tome* it to pass that whilst
Catholics inIreland are the must moral and peaceablepeople
inEurope, Catholics,and aboveall Irish Catholics in Scot-
land,are the reverse1 There are more crimes committed in
onemonth ina singleEnglish county thanin all Ireland in
an entireyear;andmore inLondon inone week than in all
Ireland in fifty-two. We donot know the relative proportion
of crime in Ireland and Scotland, nor can we just now
consult statistics on the point;but, nevertheless, we think
we may safely say that there are more serious offences com-
mitted inScotland in a year, than inIreland with its very
much largerpopulation.

THE HIGH SCHOOL, DUNEDIN.
Mr. Hjlwthoenb has resignedhisRectorship of this school,
driven,it is said, to take this step byunjust and ungenerous
treatment; and the BoardofEducation, despairingof finding
in Otago,or allN"ew Zealand, a gentleman qualifiedto suc-ceedhim,has commissioned some gentlemen inEnglandandScotland to select a head master to take his place. As to
Mr.Hawthorne, it is not our intention—

nor indeed is it
our duty— to say much;with the High School wehavehadnothing todo. To us itisan alien institution,at once sec-
tarian and godless. But,in justice toMr. Hawthorns,we
feel bound to say that if the school has not been asuccess
the fault doesnot rest withhim ;and we can testify that theconduct of its pupils,as manifested in the play-groundandstreets,has provedthat, so far as discipline isconcerned,hismode of governmenthasbeen,very successful.

As a teacher Mr. Hawthorwe is, we have reason fop
believing,both able and willing, and weare of opinion that,
hadhe been supported, as he ought to have been, by thflparentsof his pupils and the Provincial authorities, therewould have been no cause of complaint as toshortcomings.
Torender a school successful, its pupils must be verydili-gent;and, to make pupils diligent,parentsmust not only seathat they really dostudy andprepare their lessons,butmust,
moreover, inculcate respectfor the teachers, and abstain fromall fault-finding as to the school inthe presence of thepupils.Has this been the case in Dunedin ? We doubt it. Itis the opinion of many—

an opinion with which we
coincide— that justicehas not been done to the abilities andindustry of Mr. Hawthorne :and it will be extremelydiffi-
cult to find one better qualifiedfor theRectorship thanhe.But whilst wespeak thus of Mr. Hawthorns,wemust
notbe understood as givinganyapprobration whatever to the
system of education under which the High School hasbeen
established. On the contrary,in our opinion that system isvicious, anda High School conducted on itsprinciplescould
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