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b, TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND ADVERTISEES.
Mr WaEzLEE, Btafford street, and Mr Mioxpo, Princes strest
south, are empowered to receive monica and orders for papers on

account of the NEw ZxaraNp TABLET.

I'l‘ 18 respectiully requested that Agents for the TABLET would advise
the Secratary when any change—either of inorease or decrease—

ccours in the number to be forwarded. Those agents who may be

receiving copies in excess of the demand, will kindly notify same.

NOTICE TO S3UBSCRIBERS.

T in particulsrly requested that any irregularity in the receipt of
THE TABLET be nt once notified to the Becretary. As every
€aro is tnken in ite despatch from this office, ond each copy is mailed
to our subscribers, there ehould be ne irregularity in its delivery ; but
when any such doea occur, it requires but s notification of the fact to
be at once remedied.

DEATH.

McGrraor.—~On ‘the 23rd November, st the Girange, East Taier,
Delin, the beloved wife of Alexander MeGregor, and only
dsughter of Cornolius Bunbury, of the Grange Hotel, Hanover
street, Dunedin : aged 26 years. Deeply regretted.

ew Kealand Tablet,

Fiar JueriTia,

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1874.
THE ¢ DAILY TIMES CORRESPONDENT.

Ox Saturday last there appeared in the supplement of our
contemporary, a letter, dated Edinburgh, Oclober 1st, from
¢ Qur Correspondent,” in which we find the following pas-
sage :—* Some facts that may interest Dr. MORAN appear in
a Blue-book just issued, regarding crime in Scotland It
seerns that the Roman Catholics, while they form only one-
twelfth of the population of Scotland, contribute very nearly
one-third of the erime committed in the country; or, to put
the matter in another way, 1 out of every 27 Romanists in
Scotland is convicted of erime, against 1 in 132 of persons
belonging to every other religion, or professing no religion at
all. ¢ By their fruits you shall know them,””

If the above statement be true, the facts contained in it
are very discreditable to Roman Catholies in Seotland, and to
Scotland itself, But thongh possibly the arithmetic of the
4+ Times' Correspondent may befcorrect, the' significance of the
figures may be misrepresented. We should very rauch like
to see a classification of the crimes committed by the mem-
bers of the various denominations, and we should also wish
to see a verification of the number of eriminals belonging to
the various sects. Perhaps it would be found, on investiga-
tion, that whilst numercus convictions for petty offences
render the sggregate of convictions of Cetholics dispropor-
tionately large, few crimes of magnitude can be charged
against them, Again, it may be in Scotland as elsewhere —as
here in Dunedin, for example, sometimes—that criminals, who
are not and oever have been Catholies, in order to conceal
their misfortunes from their friends, not only take assumed
names, but aleo cause themselves to be registered as Roman
Catholics. ]

We may fairly assume that the figures of the ¢ Times’ Cor-
respondent may be explained so as to show that, for some reason
or o be:, the state of things in Scotland, so far as Catholic
criminals are concerned, is altogether exceptional : and it cer-
tainly cannot be attributed, as insinuated by our contemporary,
to their religion, The majority of Catholics in Scotland are
from Ireland, and it is nut improbable that these supply a
majority of criminals; but how «ome. it to pass that whilst
Catholica in Ireland are the must moral and peaceable people
in Europe, Catholics, and above all Irish Catholics in Scot-
Imnd, are the reverse? There are more crimes committed in
one month in a single English county than in all Ireland in
an entire year ; and more in London in one week than in all
Ireland iu fifty-two. We do not know the relative proportion
of crime in Ireland and Scotland, nor ecan we just now
consult statistics on the point ; but, nevertheless, we thiak
we may safely say that there are more serions offénces com-
mitted in Scotland in a year, than in Ireland with its very
much larger population,

This much we do knew, that some time ago we came
across statistics in reference to the comparative immorality of
the two countries, which wera most discreditable to Scotland.
We are sorely tempted to publish these to-day, provoked by
the unfair and nasty conduct of the ¢ Daily Times’ “But as

we have hitberto abstained from publishing them, through »
natural dislike to touch filth, and our unwillingness to pro-
voke, without great necessity, feelings and passions which it i
generally wise to allow to slumber, we shall not now reta-
liate on our contemporary. .

The * Times Correspondent’ wishes it to be inferred that
the crimes of Catholics are to be attributed to their religion,
and that, in fact, it would be hetter to belong to no religion
than to the Catholic. One would fancy that this writer had
fallen into the hands of the Revivalists who so Iately played
their pranks in the Land o’ Cakes, and that he had bacome
possessed of the new spirit, which, in him, is certainly not
one of truth, justice, or decency. If a man neglects his reli-
gioua duties, absents himsell from the offices of his Church,
disobeys her precepts, scorns her warnings, and turns & deaf
ear to her exhortations, and then commits crime, is it not
manifestly unjust to attribute his crime to his religion? The
Catholic religion teaches her children to obey the laws of God
and man, and such of them as are loyal to her and obsdient
to her voice are the most peaceable and virtuons of mankind ;
but such as do not are, of course, like those who have no
religion, and in many instances very much worge.

But is there anything in the moral atmosphere of Scotland
provocative of erime? We ask this question because wa know
not where else to to turn for an explunation of the phenomenon
of the extraordinary riumber of coivictions of Catholies in
Scotland. Can it be that evil communications have corrupted
good morals? Irish Catholics, as is notorious, are particu-
larly moral and law-abiding in Ireland ; whereas in Scotland,
it appears, according to the “ Times ' Correspoudent, they ara
the reverse, Whilst under the influence of their Church, and
submitting to the guidance of their priests, there ia lass crime
amongst them than is to be found in England, or indeed, we
believe, in any country in Furope ; in Scotland they are most
dizorderly ; . This is, inideed, 8 phenomenon. Is it not pos-
sible that the cause may be found in the circomstances of
Scotland? May not the bad example of excessive drinking,
to which people in Scotland are so much addicted, have had
a deleterious influence on a spirited and easily-excited
people.  This certainly would not excuse their crimes, but it
ought to prevent Scotchmen from forgetting that they are
themselves in the glass house, and that it is a dangerous thing
to throw stones from such a locality, _Possibly we may soon
be in possession of the true explanation of the figures of
the f Otago Daily Times’ Correspondent. If we shall beso
fortunate, we shall return to the subject.

THE EIGH SCHOOL, DUNEDIN,
L

Mz. HawrHORNE has resigned his Rectorship of this school,
driven, it is said, to take this atep by unjust and nngenerous
treatment ; and the Board of Education, despeiring of finding
ir Otago, or all New Zealaud, a gentleman qualified to suc-
ceed him, has commissioned some gentlemen in England and
Seotland to select a head master to take his place. As to
Mr. HAWTRORNE, it is not our intention—nor indeed is it
our duty—to say much ; with the High School we have had
nothing to do. To us it is an alien institution, at once sec-
tarian and godless, But, in justico to Mr. HAwTHORNE, we
feel bound to say that if the school has mot been s success
the fault does not rest with him ; and we can testify that the
conduct of its pupils, as manifested in the play-ground and
streets, has proved that, so far as discipline is concerned, his
mode of government has been very snccessful,

As a teacher Mr. HawrmorNe is, we have reasom for
believing, both able and willing, and we are of opinion that,
had he been supported, as ke ought to have been, by -the
parents of his pupils and the Provincial authorities, -there
would have been no cause of complaint as to shorteomings.
To render a school successful, its pupils must be very dili-
Zeat ; and, to make pupils diligent, parents must not only see
that they really do study and prepare their lessons, but must,
moreover, inculcate respect for the teachers, and abstain from
all {ault-finding ae to the school in the presence of the pupils.

Has this been the case in Dunedin? We doubt it, It
is the opinion of many—an opinion with which we
coincide—that justice has not been done to the abilities and
industry of Mr. HawrHosNE : and it will be extremely diffi-
cult to find one better qualified for the Rectorship than be.

But whilst we speak thus of Mr. HAWTHORNE, we must
not be understood as giving any approbration whatever to the
system of education under which the High School has been
established. On the contrary, in our opinion that system is
vicious, and & High School conducted on its principles could



