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CHANGES INDEED.

OLD MANNERS REVIVE.

A onvEr, reserved, and moross disposition {s. the cthavacteristic of
modern Englishmen. In Catholic or ancient times it was diffsrent.
Then England was « merrie England,” and, of course, the English were
a merrie people. It was the Lutheran heresy which changed the
English from a merry to & morose race. The Puritan meeting-house,
and the * Union,” or Poor Laws, preduced & sad change for the worse
in the manners and habits of the Eoplish nation, and, consequently,
exerted a most injurions influence on the temper of the people. They
did much to alienate the xich from the poor. The revival of the
Catholic religion smong the noble and wealthy in England is bringing
back thoss manners and feelings which tended se much to promote a
good understanding between tho rich and the poor in ancient times,
ere the diemol and selfish spirit of the Lutheran heresy had infected
the hearts of the English recple. A writer in & recent number of a
widely-circulated Americen journal deseribes whnt he saw during the
extensive and innocent festivities carried on for severnl days to celebrate
“the coming of age” of tha hefr of one of the noblest and most ancient
families among the sristocracy of England. The head of this noble
house some years ago renounced the Anglican heresy, and retared to
the faith of his ancestors—to the faith of St, Augustine and Alfred the
Grent. After describing at grent length the various * merria” doings
in which the rich and the poor took part during this festive occasion,
the writer comes to the principal event—the High Mass cffered in the
family chapel fo implore the blessing of God on the young heir.
“ Here,” ho says, “ we are reminded that we are among those who have
returned to the faith of Cld England. Many not of our faith were
there, joining reverently, and as far as they could, in the beautiful
Service. The domestic chapel, almost in size » church, looked very fair
in the pale morning light that stresmed through its pointed windows.”
He winds up his description with the follvwing reflection in allusion to
the great numbers of the wealthy, noble, and titled among the guests,
united with the farmera and humbler cheses, who joined in these
princely festivities on thia auspicious demestio oceasion :—" What
strikes us even more is the beautiful picture here diaplayed of the
revived epirit of the olden faith, quickening the pulses, guiding the
lives, and hallowing the pleasnres of a new generation of Englishmen,
Here are the senators, the law-givers, and soldigrs of the futurs,

" assembled wnder the auspices of the 01d Church, putting into practice
her ideas ef ample hospitality and unquestioning chavity. The Catholic
Chureh now stands in & high and proud position in England, A social
congueror, on the same soil she conquered onge already, by thesplendour
of her learning and the resources of hew material energy. The land
which her monke reclaimed from barrenness—the universitieg her friars
ndorned with their matehless genine—after having been torn from her
by violence, ara virtuslly now holding oub their arms to her again ;
and the Gothic chapels that crown the abbey demesnes, of new and
wealthy converts, are but the practical translation of that better wealth
poure’t’] back into her bosom by the converts of the sehools and univer-
mities. .
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improvements. For three centuries the Catholic Church hps been
under a cloud ; her glories have suffeved an eclipse; wealth and power
have been in the hands of her spemies, But s change has come, and
she 8 now putting forth her ancient erergy and power everywhere,
oven in New Zealand. Tn vain do her enémies or fulee frisnds seek ko
arrest her progress or cripple her cnergies by establishing godless or
secular schools, or by any other means whatever. They are but kickin,
against the goad, Nonra IsLAxD,

E————
RELIGIOUS REVIVAL AMONG THE PREIBY-
TERIANS IN EDINBURGH.

Tais appears to be & rathep important and extensive movement ; a
violent religions commotion, in fact. It has, however, all the appear-
ancs of a wild and barren fanaticism at present, though it may issue in
soething good in the end. Even religions fanaticism is preforable to
relipious indiif‘erenqe or aetunl impiety. If men be honestly bent on
being good Christians, ang if they pray for light and direction, with
humility and perseverance, ns they ought, we niay be sure that God
will be with them and guide them into the right path—that he will
copduet them into the Catholic Chupel. Any religions * povival ”
therefore among Protestants, more especially educated and intslligent
Pmtestants. such as most Scorch Presbyterians are, promises well for
the Catholic Church in those titmes, Wa lnow that the Catholic
leaven is working strongly in Seotland, and hus long been doing so.
It 33 o somewhat remarkable fact that two men from Amerien sot this
Protestant religious * revival ” on foot in Scotland. One of these men
is g convert from Uuitarianism, and is mow g Congregationalist. The
other, his fellow-labourer, it is said, « sings the Gospel.” Ttis a pity
wo bave not o religious “ revival® amorg the Presbyteriana in Dun~
edin ard ether parts of the Colony. Tt might stir them up to examine
fully iuto the nature of 1he Catholic faith, of which mnng, or rather
the mast of them, are at present in a state of utter ivnoranece ; or what
ig worse, they are very imperfectly acquninted with it. At the same
time they fancy they know all about it, and that it is a gysiem of rank
idolrty. Such a thing as a religious * ravival ” among Catholics is
no) unknow_n, and is often much needed. But then it eannot wall
degenerate into fanaticiem. Tt mugt be sober ang rational, however
forvent. The confessional secures that. Sugh & revival is uspally the
fruit of “ missions” among Catholice, Many instances of it are to be
seen in Ireland and America. Opg such occasions many Oatholics of
both seres ars oftep brought beek to the Church, apd their
duty, a'ter years of irreligious and vicions living, and who, but

for such missions would in all human probability lave continued to

lead & reprobate life, and die in their sins. Religion is usually
the grand lever which moves the feelings and directs the actions of

men, in every relation of life private or publie. When this laver is

in the hands of these who know how to use it well, and who have
authority to use it, great and good results, and visible resulta, must
follow, "Yat they who have no authority to use it, may get hold of it
and abuss it, to the injury of many. How often is this sean, and the
present “revival” in Edinburgh is an illustration of ft. It was when
the princes and peoplo of Europe were under the influence and dirsc-
tien of the Catholic Clurch, that the foundution of modern civilization
and the British Qonstitution were Inid, o favorabl to true liberty.
Then progress was safe and selutary. Hurope has progress now, but
progress detached almost entirely from any conneotion with the Chureh,
Wo have seen to what hurtful eongequences, in o moral and religions_
sense, auch modern progress is tending. But weo have not seen the
ond, and men are row instinotively returning to the Catholic Church
8s to the only safe harbour from the political storm that they see
impending. Those outside the Ghurch ave merely struggling against
each other for supremacy. Parties the most incongruous, such as
Continental Infidels apd English Nonconformists, are uniting their
forces if only they can destroy the Catholic Church—the foe at once
of heresy and infidelity, Wall may Lord Salisbury call this a * mon-
strous * confederacy, ~Both in Amerioa and Fngland, the two moat
progressive countries in the world, it is universally admitted that Infi-
delity nnd Catholicism are the two great powers which now divide
Christendom ; and that Protestantiam is 4 power utterly inadequate to
cope with either. The temporal power of the Pope is not yet de.
strayed. - The roob of it still remains in the Vatican, and ere another

generation pass, it will again spring up and extend its branches aa of
yore, no doubt,

THE IRISH IN SCOTLAND.

T wav relate an ineident which, many years ago, foll under my notice
in my native town in the south of Scotlond. I was one day present;
in the Cirenit Court, at a certain trial for murder, A party of poar
Irishmon were quietly making their way back o Ireland, after the
reaping senson, with their little savings, They were assailed, as they
were, crossing the river, by some malicious Neotchman, He began
to pelt them with stones, as the ‘ Otago Times' is now pelting peor
Biddy with his typoes and printing press. On their remonstrating, this
8cotch ruffian struek one of the party to the ground, and killed him
with o heavy stake. At the trial, an sltempt was made by the pri-
soner’s counsel to shake the evidence of the chief witness, the com-
rade of the murdered man, by some broad insinuations thet Irishmen
in general hnd little respect for truth. On this the Judge—RBootch-
man though he was—indignantly remarked, addressing the ecoumssl,
that he swould not sit there to listen to any such unjustifisble reflec-
tions upon the character of auy elass of FLM. subjects. After the
witniess hed finished his evidence, and before he lett the court, the
Judge said to him : “An attempt has been mads to throw snspicion
on your evidence by the counsel for the prisoner in a very unjusti.
fiable mpnner, and I cannot allow you to go Wwithout saying I never,
in the gonrse of my judiciel experience, heard testimony given with
more fairness and evident hounesty and truthfnlness than you heve
given in this case. Notwithstanding the provocation you had re-
ceived from the prisoner you heve not shown the slightest animosity
aguinet him, nor any attempt to exaggerate the sircunstances of the
sbrocious erime which he has committed, in depriving one of your
comrades of his life in the cold-blooded manner he did.” An attempt;
wasmade to prove the prisoner insane, but that would not avail him,
and'he met the doom he justly deserved, and he was hanged. The
only excunse the ruffian hed for his erime was, that some one had told
him, as it appeared untruly, that the Irishmen had been ill-using his
nepbew, a young lad. Ibis muech to be feared hie was prompted to
the infernal deed chiefly hecause his victim was Irish, one of the
natives of that country ageinst whom Seotchmen, and Englishren
too, are led almost from their eradle to cherish an ungenerous anti-
pathy. The bigotted, the prejudiced low-bred and low-born Seoteh
and English may indulge in such feelings apainst Irishmen, yet there
are ynany among them who, like the Scotch Judge referred to, are
superior to sueh prejudices, and judgoe and treat Trish men and women
with justice. The Government and those in high station, as a rule,
zre now well-disposed to them. Not so the Press, Strange that any
ill blood should exist betwean the Irish and Scotch. They are of the
same stock—Cleltic in their oxigin, and possessed of many fine virtues
in eommon.

Had it not been for that foul revolt from the Church in the six-
teenth century, the people of the {wo countries might have lived in
peace and friendship et this doy. But good and o¥il, justice and in-
justice, truth and error, will aver remain in conflict till the end comes,
What we Catholics of all nationslities have to do is to look well to
our own ways ; o coe that we are faithful and loving to our Holy
Mother the Church ; obedient to the voice of her pastors. Then we
may bid our bitterest enemies—the ¢ Otago Times ' included—do their -
worst. Touse the words of Archbishop Menning, “We fear them
not,” :

Of this wo may be certain, that the more faithful we are to our
own creed, and tho more we practise its duties, the more will Pro.
testants of all kinds respect and truetus. No small pmount of the
prejudice existing against Catholics arises from some being practically
unf]nithful to their Church,

Scorcm CErr.

P.8—T¥ should have said that when an attempt was made to prova
the murderer in the above case insane, the J udge resented it as some-
thing like an affront to the wajesty of the law, so barefaced was it.
The man was, no doubt, insane in a certain sense, his mind being pos-
sossed with national and religious prejudice to nn insane degree. The
‘ Otago Times’ shows a similar insanity, though in a milder form, when
be attempts to destroy poor Biddy's prospects, if .not her life, by g
savage attack on her in its paper,



