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THE TARA BROOCH.

Aoxasr the various objects of Ancient Irish Art in the Museum of
the Royal Irich Academy, besides those to whick we have already ve-
ferred, we shall confine oursclves 1o ome of epecinl intevest, It is of
world-wide fame, and is better known as the Tarn Brooch. The title
is suggested by the principle “ Lucus o non-lucendo.” Tt has 1o con-
nection with Tarn, "It was found in 1850 by the children of a poor
woman, whilst they were at plny on n strand near Drogheds. It was
#old by her for n trifle to  watchmaker in Drogheds, from whom it
passod by purchase into the possession of Messrs Waterhouse of
Dublin, "It bears no inscription, so thet its date must be fized By o
comparison with similar remains of Celtic art. (’'Neill and Petrie are
here ot variance. The former holds that * The Tara Brooch belongs,
ot the latest, to the enrly part of the Christinn era, if—which is more
probable—it benot a relic of heathen times.” For Mr O'Neill as o
mere artist we entertain the highest respect, and therefore we take,
with fullest confidence, his estimate of the artistis excellenco of the
brooch, But his knowledge of the history of Irish art is not to be
compnred to Petrie’s ; hence we ijneline much more to the date as-
signed by tho later, who says:—* The form and general character of
this brooch are Celsic, ond, perhaps, Mooxish ; while they may belong
to the most remote antiquity, yot the arts shown in the workmanship
of the details are those which belong to that period when suel arts
were carried to the greatest artistie perfection in Treland—namely, the
cleventh century.” Thoe minuteness of eloboration in the trocery of
the Tarn broock is mmuzingly beantiful. O'Neill tells us that—* The
brooeh is formed of white bronze as n basis, which is eovered with a
variety of ornuments in gold, silver, niello, variously-colonred glass,
and enamel, . No langunge onn convey an iden of the wonder-
ful delicacy of the workmanship of this valie.” Itis now (1863) being
exhibited in the South EKensington Museum, and a writer in the
“Times’ has said that it i “oiore ke the work of fairies tham of
human beings.” We have oursclves heard tho most practised and
able jewellers say, “ that so wonderfal is the workmanship, that they
coannot be imitatod exactly at the presont day. They hove been exe-
cuted in o peclinr manner, nnknown to modorn times.~Lrish Eeolesi-
nstiesl Record,’

THE NUNS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD,
MELBOURNE, AND THEIR MISSION.

THE sanctity of the Catholic Church has always been manifest in the
multiplicitly and variety of ite good works, Theseare fruits which in
all ages have borne witness to its Divine ovigin. That cherity which
in the Church is a vitol prineiple of its existence, is an nctive one in
every clime and among every people. In its dispensations it knows
ne distinction of race, oreed, or class; it adapts itself to avery ui-
happy circumstance in which the human being may be placed, and
there is no vice or disease, however odious or repellant, from which it
withdraws its helping hand. Of these facts there are illustrations in-
numerable in the Church, but for the purpose we bave in view it is
only necessary for us to refer to one or two bright examples of the
kinfl. Bome eleven years since a band of the Good Shepherd Nuns
arrived in this Oolony, and eettled down at Abbotsford, whers their
convent is, Their mission, more cspecially, was to rescuc from the
streets those fallen ecrcatures who lead o life of sin, shume, and
wrotchedness, and to that work the good Sisters have since devoted
themeelves with unflagging earnestness, They have made o sacrifice
of their lives to the services of the Good Shepherd, and their only
roward is, that they bave brought to His knees many—very many,
penitent Magdalens. They have brovght peace to many souls dis-
tracted by remorse, and hope to mony hearts weighed down with shame
and despair. The co-operation which was indispensible to them hung
been. generously vendered, not alone by the Catholie community, but
also by members of uther creeds, who held injusg and liberal apprecia-
tion the great Christinn work accomplisked at the Abbotsferd Convent.
With the help of a generous publie, the good Nuns have be enenlarging
their premises, and extending the benefits of their instibutions to
vastly.increased pumbers. They have never been deterrad by pe uni-
ary embarrassmonts from throwing open their door to aun applicant for
admission, and they have never yet missed an opportunity of drying a
penitent tear and pouring balm on 8 wounded heart, Ministers of
grace they have ever been when the fallen sister wished to return to
the fold of the Good Bhephead. Their eonfidence in the Divine help
has never been disappointed, and they do not fear that it will be now.
Relying upon it, they have largely extended their accommodation for
those erring children whe are committed fo their care, and whom they
reform and train up on sound religious and moral principles. For that
purpose they have jast evccted a jarge, substantinl brick building, at n
cost of £5000. Tt forma three sides of a square, at two sides of which
it 38 two storeys high, and on the third three storeys, the highest floov
in the latter case being used for storage purposes. The second foor is
employed for dormitories, and being epacious, lofty, and well venti-
lated, is edmirably fitted for that puvpose. On the ground floor are
two large school-rooms, a work-room, and refectory, besides other
smaller apartmente, such as infirmary, laundry, dvessing and bath.
rooms, the fittingsin all being so arranged ns to coutribute to the
kealth eod comfort of the inmates, and to facilitate an observance of
the systers of management that prevails in the office—a system which
is ue mild as it s strict, a8 anyone must perceive from the cheerfulness
of the children who are so well trained under it. The erestion of this
fine building has heavily involved the commaunity, as they ars now in
debt about £4000. On Tuesday, the 27th instant, a bazear will be
opened at 8t. Greorge’s Hall, the proceeds of winch will be applied 10
a reduction of the amount, and it is with the object of urgmg the
public to come generously to the assistance of the pood Nuns in {his
undertuking that we reler to the laize amount of good they ave effect-
ing. Tt is now two yeurs since a bazaar has been held on their behalf,
and if they could poesibly avoid it, they would now refrain from
oppealiog to the public. But the appeal ia absolutely unavoidable,

Alihough the community have expended many thousands ou the erec.
tion of Tndustrial and Reformatory Schools, and children from all
parts of the Colony ave sent to them by the magistrates, the only grant
for buildizg nurposes they have sver receivod from Government was
oze for £1000. They are allowed 5s. per head for each child, and they
are obliged to show an expeaditure of Ta. 6d., whilst for ench ¢hild in
the other Industrial Schoola of tlfe Colony the expenditurs is at the
rate of about 13s. per head. In Ireland the cost is e, per head, snd
the Abbotsford Nuns do mot receive a penny more. A child cannot
ba supported here a3 chenaply, and the Nuns are obliged to find the
additional ameunt necessary. ~ It is idle, s an excuse for this injustice,
to say that the children taken by the Nuus will be received into the
other Industrial Schools, if desired. They are at least as well trented
at Abbotsford, and why should they not be paid for on the acale of cost
elsewhera P Under an arrangement illiberal, but not so flagrantly
unjnst as that in force, their allowance should be equal to the cost of
maintenance in the othey schools, and it is below ik, Then, again, they
ave not paid for teaching the ehildren ; and why this should be so, no

Just or impartisl person ean explain, Several of the thirty Noms in

community devote their whole time and attention to (e care of the 217
chillren in their Industrial and. Reformatory Schools, and surely some
allowance should be made for tho services of these ladies, The number
of inmates in the Magdalen Asylum is about 130, and so the bazuar
will be ant appenl of 847 persons who are mush in need of Christian
sympathy and charitable assistance. ¥or it is in the interest of these
people the Nuns Iabor, nnd it is for their support and protection the
bazaar will be held. If the object is kept in view, the resuls will be
satisfacfory ; and the Nuns of the Good Shepherd will be considerably
relieved from the pecuniary embarrassment which they have en-
coantered ficm the Lighest and most disinterested ! motives.— Advo-
cate.'

SPURGEON ON THE QUACKERY_OF
CEREMONTALISM,

Tue writer of the following letter has requested us to publish it in
the TaprEr—Ep. N.Z. TaRLE™

(Tojthe Editor of the * Ross Guardian.’)

B1r—As your extract from Mr Spurgeon is going all the round of
the papers, I (hink, as & subscriber of yours:I have one right, to at
least your columns, which Mr Spurgeon has not. I claira then to be
allowed ta sny o word on this popular eutting from his letters.

I Mr 8pargeon is o Mason, he must have received a severs casti-
gotion from his Worahipful Muster long befors this, for speaking
disparagingly and contemptuously of a matter which intimately con-
cerns & noble craft that desply reveres their ceremionies ns a saered and
integrul part of their institarion ; if he is not a Mnson, he, no doubt,
deplores the loss of the Blurquis of Ripon, late Grrand Muster of Eng-
lish Masons, ¢ the ranks of Protestnntism 23 s sad coneequenca of
being too proficient in the cereronies of the lodge., Dr, Ceremonial
must, indeed, be a mighty clever fellow to eateh puch a large and
krowledgeuble fish ne s Grand Master of English Masons must be.
But Mr Spurgeon, I suppose, pronounces tha Marquis a fool, What
a fool, too, must that Russian Prince be, William Radnzinel, who has
of lute joined the flock of Dr. Ceremonil, wit: the certan penalty of
torteiting all his 1 roperty. Mr Spurgeon wonders at the defection of
n host of others, lay and clevie, willing dupes to the magio rites of the
same fuscinating doctor. “This quack, facing the East, drives a good
trade,” M» Spurgeon says, addressing himself to the West London
filk. T don't know wlether the doctor is very purticular about Last
or West but I know that Mr Spurgeon will not think of looking Eust,
as it is too poor und foo filthy. e knows bet$ v than to thiok of
coming to Whitechapel or Bethnal Grecn He drives a first-glass
trade in the Waest, and does not envy Pr. Ceremeoniol, in his courts,
lanes, and alleys.

Mr Spurgeon calls himself o Christian, and quotes scripbure by
the yard, and yet his conclusions are lamentubly in eontradiction with
whole ehupters of the Bible. Now, Mr Spurgeon, I want you to awal-
low one of the doetor’s large pills, Give me your Bible, Loak hers 3
I find in it that Grod commanded Moses to take the shoes from off his
feet, in respect for Mount Horeb, which He solemnly pronounced to
be hely ground: I find Jacob trembling at Bethel, whilst he declared
the spot, where he had seen the vision of the ladder, to be the House
of God and the Ctate of Heaven ; I find that God ollowed no one
within the Holy of Holies except the high priest, and even him but
once u year; 1find Grod visiting the Bethzamites with a plague for
during to look at the Ark of the Covenant, snd = Prince of Judah
struck deed for merely touching it, &e., &e.; nnd now tell me, M
Spurgeen, how could you be so blasphemons as to laugh at the possi.
bility of one place or thing being holier than another ; und how are
you justified in putting the refigion of the chosen people of God on a
low footing with the idolatory of Western Afriea, called feticism? I
reud in the same Bible, in the twenty-fifth and following chapters of
Exodus, &e., minute details entered on by God Himself, for the deca-
ration of the Tabernacle, and tle clothing of ita ministers :—* Ten,
eurtains of fine twined linen, and blue and purple and sonrlet ; ” and
then the epnod, with its gold and purple ; and the robe of the ephod,
with its seventy-two golden bells, and as 1wany artificial pomegranates,
&e., &e. ; all according to the dictation of God Humseli? Does Mr
Spargeon laugh ?  Go? sets npart certain duys of the yenr, reckoned
by the moons, as times of special prayer; and Mr Spurgeon keops holy
the seventl day, although it is not the real Sabbath mentioned in Holy
Writ. What suy you, Mr Spurgeon? I resd that Christ dreathed
npon His disciples, and suid to them: * Recoive the Holy Ghost:
whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven thom ;" and that He
cared o deaf and dumb man, employing such ceremonies as tuking him
aside, pusting His fingers into his ears, fouching his tongue with His
spittal, looking up to Haaven and grouning, and, in fine, using the
word Epkphetha,  Well, Mr 8purgeon dou’s you think Dr. Qeremo-
nial has got some reason on his side ? Again, in the gavden, Christ fefl
on His face when Hoe prayed, and He said the sclf-samoe prayer fhres



