
SPURGEON ON THE QUACKERY OF
CEREMONIALISM.

The writerof the following letter has requested us to publishitiathe Tablet
—

Ed.N.Z. Tablet.
(To]theEditorofthe 'Ross Guardian.')

Sib— As your extractfrom Mr Spurgeon isgoing all the roundof
tlie papers,Ithink,as a subscriber of yours,'! have one right, toatleast your columns, which Mr Spurgeon has not. Iclaim then tobeallowed tosay a word on this popular cutting from his letters.IfMr Spurgenn is a Mason,he must havereceiveda severe casti-
gation from his Worshipful Muster Wg before this, for speaking
disparagingly andcontemptuously of a matter which intimately con-
cernsa noble craft that deep'y reveres theirceremonies as a sacred andintegral park of thpir institution ;if he is not a Mason, he, nodoubt,
deplores the loss of the MarquisofRipon,late Grand Master of Eng-
lish Masons, t > the rants of Protestantism, as a sad consequence of
being tooproficient in the ceremonies of the lodge. Dr. Ceremonialmust, indeed, be a mighty clever fellow to catch such a large andknowledgeable fish as a Grand Master of English Masons must be.But Mr Spuvgeon,Isuppose, pronounces the Marquisa fool. What
a fool, too, must that Russian Prince be, William Radnzinel, whohas
of late joined the flock ofDr.Ceremonial, with the certain penalty of
forfeiting allhis iro,jerty. Ml- Spurgeon wonders at the defection of
a host ofothers, lay andcleric, willing dupes to the magic rites of the
same fascinatingdoctor. "This quack, facing theEast,drives a goodtrade," Mr Spurgeon says, addressing himself to the West London
filk. Idon'tknow whether the doctor is very particular about Hast
or West butIknow that Mr Spurgeon will not think of lookingEast,
as it is too poor and too filthy. Heknows bettr than to think ofcoming to Whitechapel or Bethnal Green He drives a first-classtradein the West, anddoes not envy Dr. Ceremonial, in his courts,lanes, and alleys.

Mr Spui'geon calls himself a Christian, andquotesscriptureby
the yard,andyet his conclusions are lamentably incontradiction wifcli
whole chaptersofthe Bible. Now, Mr Spurgeon,Iwant you toswal-
low oneofthe doctor's large pills. Give me yourBible. Lookhere;
Ifind in it thatGod commanded Moses to take the shoes from off hisfeet, inrespect for Mount Horeb, which He solemnly pronounced to
be holy ground:Ifind Jacob trembling at Bethel,whilst he declared
the spot, wherehe had seen the vision of the ladder, to be the Houseof God and theGate of Heaven;Ifind that God ollowed no one
within the Holy of Holies except the high priest, andevenhimbut
oncea year;Ifind God visiting the Befchdarnites with a plague for
datingto look at the Ark of the Covenant, and a Prince of Judah
struck dead for merely touching it, &c, &c.;and now tell me, Mp
Spurgeon,how could you be so blasphemousas tolaugh at thepossi-
bility of one placeor thingbeing holier than another j andhow are
youjustified in putting the religionof the chosen people of Godon a
low footing with the idolutory of Western Africa, called feticistn ? I
read in the sameBible, in the twenty-fifth and following chapters of
Exodus&0., minute details entered on by God Himself, for the deco-
ration of the Tabernacle,and the clothing of its ministers:— "

Ten.
curtains of fine twined linen,and blue and purpleand scarlet;

"
and

then the epnod, with its gold and purple;and therobe of the ephod,
with itsseventy-two golden bells, andas many artificialpomegranates,
&c., &c.;all according to the dictation of God Himself ? Does MrSpurgeon laugh ? God sets apart certain duysof the year,reckoned
by the moons, as times ofspecialprayer; and MrSpuvgeonkeepsholy
the seventhday, although it is not the realSabbathmentioned inHoly
Writ. What say you, Mr Spurgeon ? Iread that Christ breathed
upon His disciples, and said to them:"Receive the Holy Ghost:whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven them;

"
and thatHecurod a deaf anddumb man, employing such ceremonies as taking himaside, putting His fingers into his ears,touching his tongue with His

spittal, looking up to Heaven and groaning, and, ia fine, using the
wordEpTiphetha. Well, MrSpurgeon dou't you think Dr. Ceremo-
nial has gotsome reason on his side ? Again, in the garden, Christ fellon Misface whanHeprayed, and He said, the self-same prayer three
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Althoughthe community haveexpendedmany thousandson the erec-tion of Industrial and ReformatorySchools, and children from all
parts of the Colony are sent to them by themagistrates, the onlygrant
for building nurposes they have ever received from Governmentwas
one for £1000. They are allowedss.per head for each child, and theyare obliged to showan expenditureof 7s.6d., whilst for each child inthe other Industrial Schools of the ColoDy tho expenditureis at the
rate of about13s. per head. InIrelandthe cost is ss.perhead, andthe Abbotsford Nuns do not receive apenny more. A child cannotbe supportedhere as cheaply,and the Nuns are obliged to find theadditionalamount necessary. Itis idle, ac an excuse for this injustice,
to say that the children taken by the Nuns will be received into theother IndustrialSchools, if desired. They are at least as well treated
at Abbotsford, and why should they not be paid foron the scale ofcostelsewhere? Under an arrangement illiberal,but not so flagrantlyunjust as that in force, their allowance shouldbe equal to the cost of
maintenance in the other schools, and itis below it, Then,again, theyarenot paid for teaching the children;and why this Bhouldbe so,nojust or impartial person can explain. Several of the thirty Nuns in
community devote their whole time andattentionto (hecare ofthe 217chiHren in theirIndustrialandßeformatory Schools, and surely some
allowance should be made for tho services of these ladies. Thenumber
of inmates in theMagdalen Asylum is about 130,and co the bazaar
will be an appeal of 347 persons who aremuch in need of Christian
sympathy and charitableassistance. For it is in the interest of these
people theNuns labor, and it is for their support andprotection the
bazaarwill be held. If the object is kept in view, the result; will bosatisfactory;and theNuns ofthe Good Shepherd willbeconsiderably
relieved from the pecuniary embarrassment which they have en-
countered frcm the highest and most disintereßtedjmotives.

— '
Advo-cate.'

THE TARA BROOCH.
Amokg-St the various objects of Ancient Irish Artin the Museumof
theRoyalIrish Academy,besides those to which wehave already re-ferred, we shall confine ourselves to one of special interest. Itis of
world-widefame,andis bettor knownas theTaraBrooch. The title
is suggested by tho principle "

Zttcus a non-lucendo." Ithas no con-nectionwith Tara. It was found in1850 by the children of a poorwoman,whilst they woreatplay ona strand near Drogheda. Itwas
soldby her for a trifle toa watchmaker in Drogheda, from whomit
passed by purchase into the possession of Messrs Waterhouse ofDublin. Itbears uo inscription, so that its datemu6tbe fixedHy a
comparison withsimilar remains of Celtic art. O'Neill andPetrie arehereat variance. The former holds that

"
The Tara Broochbelongs,

at the latest, to the earlypartof theChristian era, if— whichis more
probable— it benot a relic of heathen times." For MrO'Neill as amere artist we entertain the highest respect,and therefore we take,
with fullestconfidence, his estimate of the artistic excellence of thobrooch. Buthis knowledgeof the history of Irish art is not to be
comparedtoPefcrie's;hence we incline much more to the date as-
signedby the later,who says:

— "The form and general character ofthis brooch are Celtic,and, perhaps, Moorish;while they maybelong
totho most remoteantiquity, yet the arts shown in the workmanshipofthe details are those whichbelong to that periodwhen such artswere carried to thegreatest artistic perfectioninIreland— namely, thoeleventh century." Tho minuteness of elaboration in the tracery ofthe Tara broochis amazingly beautiful. O'Neill tells us that—" Thebroochis formed of white bronze as a basis, whichis covered withavariety of ornaments in gold, silver,niello, variously-coloured glass,andenamel. . . . No language canconveyan idea ofthewonder-
iuldelicacy of the workmanshipof this relic" Itis now(1863) beingexhibitedin the South Kensington Museum, and a writer in the'Times' has said that it is "more like the work of fairies than ofhumanbeings." We have ourselves heard the most practised andable jewellers say,

"
that so wonderfulis the workmanship,that they

cannotbe imitatedoxactlyat thepresent day. They have been exe-cutedina pecliarmanner, unknown tomodorn times.
—

'IrishEcclesi-asticalBecord.'

THE NUNS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD,
MELBOURNE, AND THEIR MISSION.

The sanctityof theCatholicChurchhas always beenmanifest in themnlfciplicitlyand variety of its good works. Theseare fruits whichinall ageshave borne witness to itsDivine origin. That charity whichm theChurch is a vital principleof its existence,is an active one ineveryclime andamong every people. Inits dispensations it knowsno distinction of race, creed,or class;it adapts itself to every un-naPpycircumstance in which the human, being maybe placed, andthereis novice or disease,however odious orrepellant,from which itwithdrawsits helping hand. Of these facts there are illustrationsin-numerablein the Church, but for the purpose we have in view itisonly necessaryfor us to refer to one or twobright examples of thekind. Someeleven years since a bandof the Good Shepherd Nunsarrivedin this Colony,andsettled down atAbbotsford, where theirconvent is. Their mission, more especially, was to rescue from the
streets those fallen creatures who lead a life of sin, shame, andwretchedness, and to that work the good Sisters have since devotedthemselveswithunflaggingearnestness. They have made a sacrificeof their lives to the services of the Good Shepherd, and their onlyreward is, that they havebrought to His knees many

—
very many,penitent Magdalens. They have brought peace to many souls dis-tractedbyremorse, andhope tomanyhearts weigheddownwithshameand despair. The co-operationwhich was indispensible to them hasbeengenerously rendered,not alone by theCatholic community, butalsobj members of other crpeds, whoheld in just andliberal apprecia-

tion the greatChristian work accomplishedat' the Abbotsford Convent.With thehelpofa generouspublic, the goodNuns havebe enenlargingtboir premises, and extending the benefits of their institutions tovastly-increased numbers. They haveneverbeen deterred by pc uni-aryembarrassmentsfrom throwing open their door toan applicant foradmission,and they haveneveryet missed an opportunity of drying a
penitent tear and pouring balm on a -wounded heart. Ministers^cfgrace they have everbeen when the fallen sister wished to return tothe foldof the Good Shephead. Their confidencein the Divine helphas neverbeen disappointed,and they do not fear that it will benow.Relyinguponit, they have largely extended their accommodation for
thoseerring children who are committed to thpir care, and whom they
reform andtrain up on sound religious and moralprinciples. For tliutpurpose they have just erected a large,substantial brick building, at a
cost of £5000. Itforms three sides ofa square, at two sides of which
itis twostoreys high, and on the third three storeys, thehighest floor
in the latter case being used for storage purposes. The second floor isemployed for dormitories, and being spacious,lofty, and well venti-lated,is admirablyfitted for that purpose. On the ground floor are
two large school-rooms, a work-rooru, andrefectory, besides othersmaller apartments, such as infirmary, laundry, dressing and bath-
rooms, the fittings inall being so arranged as to coutribute to thehealth andcomfortof the inmates, and to facilitate an observance of
the system of management that prevailsin the office

—
a system which

is asmild asitis strict, as anyonemust perceivefrom the cheerfulnessof the children who are so well trainedunder it. The erection of thisfine building has heavily involvedthe community,as they are now iv
debtabout£4000. On Tuesday, the 27th instant, a bazaar will be
openedat St. George's Hall,the proceedsofwhich will be applied »o
a reduction of the amount, and it is -witli the object of urging the
public to come generously to the assistance of the goodNuns' in thisundertaking that we refer to thelaige amount of good they areeffect-ing. Itis now two yearssince a bazaarhas beenheldon their behalf,
andif they could possibly avoid it, they would now refrain fromappealing to the public. But theappeal ia absolutely unavoidable.
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