
At last,the question of the destructionof Provincial Insti-
tutions in the North Island,is beginning to engage the
attention of earnest and able politicians. It may be,
indeed, that from the first the Premier's projecthadre-
ceived very attentive consideration ; but until lately the
public hadnoproof that those best qualified to judge of
the policy of the proposedmeasure,had interested them-
selves aboutit. For some time it appearedas if colonists
generallyhadalready made up their minds on the subject,
and were prepared to acquiesce in the proposals of the
Government. Anoverwhelming majority of the House of
Representatives, after a debate remarkable for neither
earnestness,ability,nor exhaustivediscussion,approvedof
the principleofMr.Vogel'sproject. The Colonial Press,
witb.but few exceptions,applauded theproposition ;andit
appeared that thepublic supported theactionofthe mem-
bers of Parliament who constituted themajority, and that
the Press very faithfully echoed the sentiments of the
people. Nor as yet does there appear tobe anychange
of public opinion on the subject. Still,notwithstanding
all this,it was evident that allconcerned, with the excep-
tion of Mr.Vogelhimself anda few enthusiastic central-
ists, were not moved by fiery zeal in the cause of the
destruction of someof oar old and familiar Institutions.
Infact,there did not appear to be any strong feeling or
evenconviction on the subject, or much care how it fared
with Provincial Governments. People, it seemed, were
well enough content to endure the present arrangement,
andat the same time not at alladverse to a changein the
direction proposed by G-overnment. There was a great
deal of indifference andnot a littleapathy.

Sir Geoege Grey's petitionhas changedall that. An
expression of opinion from such a quarter, particularly
when itis surrounded,as in the present instance, bycir-
cumstances which show the depthof hisconviction, cannot
but arrest public attention, move itpowerfully,andcon-
centrate it on the consideration of this question. Sir
Georgehas been twice Governor of this Colony, once of
South Australia,and once of the Colony of the Cape of
Good Hope;and his administration of these Colonies has
been marked by great ability,and success, and afforded
abundant proof thathe possesses the statesman's talentin
a very high degree. His Petitionhas, consequently, fallen
like abomb inour midst, and roused thinking men, quali-
fied to discuss the questionof Provincial Institutions,to
study it more earnestly than heretofore. The question
maybe said tohave enteredon anewphase. Indifference
is at anend,and apathy isno'longer possible.

Thatportion of the Press which belongs to theparty
inpower, or is under its influence,has already sounded.the
note of alarm;and is busily engaged in endeavouring to
weaken the force of Sir Geobge's strongly pronounced
opinion,bynot only insinuating but actually saying that
his opposition to the Government Scheme arises from the
fact, that our political system acknowledges him for its
parent. It is his work,it is said,and he isnaturally pre-
possessed infavour of his ownwork. This isnot the way
to deal with Sir Geoege Grey's petition. In this docu-
ment Sir Geoege argues the question, and sensible men,
whilst rejecting as impertinent the suggestion that one of
his age, experience, character, and known ability, would
take the solemn and responsible course of forwarding to
theproper quarterandpublishing this petition,will weigh
well his reasons, and will,although they had already
resolved to supportMr.Vogel's project, readilymake up
their minds to reconsider the question. Nor can it be
doubted that the independentPress will follow such good
example. Thereisaconflict of arguments,thereare strong
reasons for andagainst, and nothing we think would tend
more tohelp to a safe conclusion than a conflict of dispas-
sionate argumentation in the newspapers. The question
is a very important one for the Colony, and prejudice,
partizanship, andpredilection should be discarded.

"We don't know if we can contribute much, if indeed
anything, calculated to give much light on thepoint. It
has always appeared to us,and indeed itdoes so still,as

STILLBADLY IN WANT OF A MASON.

The * Otago Guardian' isinasad stateof mind about the
Pope; and should our contemporaryfail to persuade its
New Zealand friends that His Holiness is or has beena
Freemason, itis to be feared that its Editor will lose his
senses. Inits issue of the 30thult;., this journal endea-
vours to rehabilitate itself, and establish by^ newspaper
evidence,and reasoning!a statementmade byit sometime
ago, to the effect that Pitts IX., was a Freemason, a
statement which we thenproved to be a calumny. At the
time, we laughed'at thefolly and credulityof our sapient
contemporary, and pointed out the mistake into which it
fell, even in reference to the Pope's Christianname, In
last Saturday's issue,the 'Guardian'returnsto the charge,
andnames severalEuropean newspapers which have given
currency to thestupid story.

Our contemporary says "Home papers now to hand
confirm the statement that Mastai Feretti,alias Pope
Pros IX., has been expelled from the Order of Free-
masons. In the 'Bath Express,' * County Herald,' and'North Wilts Guardian,'of August Ist, there appears the
following paragraph: 'The grand lodge of Palermo has
expelledBrother John MastaiFeretti fromall therights
andprivileges of Freemasonry,for unmasonic conduct to
the extentof perjury,and breach of his Masonic obliga-
tions.'" The

'
Belfast"WeeklyNews' isalso quoted to the

same effect,and theofficial Masonic paper at Cologne,' the'Guardian' tells us, without however giving thenameof
this official paper, "says that 'A man named Mastai
Feretti &c. * * * * has now cursed his former
brethren,and excommunicated all members of the order of
Freemasons. * * * The charge against him was first
preferred in his lodge at Palermo, in 1865, * * *
butnot pressed until he urged the Bishops of Brazil to
actaggressivelyagainst the Freemasons."

What an absurd story all this is! Inthe firstplace
the statements of these newspapers are worth no more
than that of the 'Guardian' itself,whichis utterly value-
less. It is one newspaperrepeating the gratuitous state-
ments of another, justas in the case of the forged speech
attributed toBishop Strossmayer, which went the round
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SIR GEORGE GREY'S PETITION.

something akin to the absurd to have nine op tenParlia-
ments and Executives,for threehundred thousand people.
Still,wemust admit there is another side of thepicture
well worth looking at. Localself-governmentis amatter
of the verygreatestimportance, anditisaquestionwhether
if the country "be parcelledout into counties,orgroups of
counties,local self-government, considering ourpopulation
and circumstances, can "be secured at all without multiply-
ing and aggravating the evils atpresent arising from Pro-
vincial Governments. Atall eventsit isunwise to take a
leap inthe dart,and colonists ought to have soundreasons
for theproposedchange, before exchanging theevils they
know for others that may not unlikely be very much
greater. Theexperimentmade of aCounty in Westland,
does not afford much encouragement in this direction.
Then again,ProvincialInstitutions should not be regarded
as intended merely for our day,and the managementof
the affairs of three hundred thousand people; the Colony
isgrowing rapidly in everything that goes to make a great
nation,and those who may come after us, will,not impro-
bably,bestow onus scant thanks,should wegiveup local
self-government, for squandering their inheritance at a
time when theefforts of other peoples to obtain this great
blessing should have been a warning to us to cling the
more to suchadesirable and necessarypossession.

There is to be considered also the legal andconstitu-
tional questionraised by Sir GeorgeGrey. The destruc-
tion of Provincial Institutions is ultra vires. It is a
question which cannot be decided at "Wellington; the
Imperial Parliament alone can cause Provincial Govern-
ments to cease to exist;and ultimately the battle will
have to be fought in St. Stephen's. No doubt an expres-
sion of opinion by the Parliament of this Colony willnot
be without its weight in the Parliament of the-Empire;
.but asSir G-eoegke Geey suggests, our own little Parlia-
ment ought not to pronounce an opinion in favour of
.repealing anypart of tha law which gaveNew Zealandits
present constitution without first appealing to the con-
stituencies. This has been our opinion from the first,and
we areglad to find ourselves in accord on thispoint with
so high anauthority as Sir George Gbey.
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