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Now remains theprincipleof self-supportand independence,per.haps atpresent themost important side oi the question. It isurWd
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8UPPorttog that what theyreceive incharity is almost entirely bestowed in oharity again, and "hewho igiveth to the poor, Undeth to the Lord." The holy and touchingusury issurely akindofself-support. Theyalsosavemany charitabl*but careless people the trouble of seeking out real cases, andareaguarantee thatthe gift shallnot be pervertedto-any questionableusei.Convents help, and, inmany cases, relieve th» State. They feed,cfthe and educateaportion ofwhatthe worldcallsthe"pauper pou-Sft and they provide for any energetic,aspiringwoman,withadefinite objectmlife. Somearedevotedto the care of femaleprison-ers, andsomeagainserveasreformatories. The Statesubsidy in thesecases is almostalwaysquite inadequate to the*expenses incurred,butcue work doneby the convent (laundry or sewing work, or otherin■dustries) mostly fillsup thegap. In former times conventspossessedendowments:these have disappeared under thealteredcircumstances°Ur J".68'yettiieconvent » willing to do the work ifc everdid,ajidmore. The value of money is ever growing higher,and money isindispensabletoconduct any establishment. Ifa convent works formoney,itismore self-supporting than when it hadanendowment;lor now itasks for wages for work well and thoroughlydone, and fewothercorporations would accept such lowanduncertain wagesas theconventgladly receives. Ifcwould be a pity if the stinginess of theage should debar amultitude of earnest, energetic women frompro-secuting workswhich they aredying todo. The Church doesnot askor extorthelp from hard-workingmen and women, whocan scarcelymakeboth ends meet (though, in fact, those are just thereadiesttogive;,hut itis a legitimate demand to make of prosperousbuaiseumen that,since they have no time to give to charity and teaching,theyshouldprovidemeans to those who do give theirtime, theirbrainaand their health.

The conventis the home and type of independent womanhood,
and the conventual is the only experiment of community life whichhas kept itselfpure,both from the stainof " free-love" and the stampofhard, unsympathetic,unwomanlystrongmindedness(Iusethis wordinits common but erroneous acceptation,becauseitis comprehensiveandbest serves thepurpose in thisplace). "Mindhas nosex," saysJohnStuarfcMill,but St. Augustinehad said the equivalentsixteencenturies before. «« Strengthofsoul obliteratesweaknessofsex."

THE IRISH HOME RULE MEMBERS.
CertainOtagopapers have publishedextracts ridiculing |the HomeRulers mParliament. Indoing so they have taken their cuefromEnglish andScotch papers,whose Londonletters andParliameutanr-intelligence have been dished up so as to make it appear that theHome Rulers hadbeensetting the rules of the debateat defianceandalso bringing themselves into ridicule. This is what the London'SaturdayReview' says of the Home Rulers, andthe statement*ofthat journal shouldcarry moreweight than those of the hired scrib-blers of the anti-Irishparty, and the echoesof them'by their Otaeoclacquers. . 6"The considerablebody ofHome Rule members who wwere-turnedat thegeneral electionhave,on the whole, donenodiscredittothen* constituencies. It fortunately happens thatneitherparty hadany sufficientmotive forbidding for theirsupport." . . . £eft tothemselves thesupportersofHomeRulehaveofferednofactiousinter-ruptiontogeneralbusiness,nor canitbe said thattheyhave occupiedanunreasonable space of the time at the disposalof theParliament. MrButt had long been knownas a fluent and effective speaker MrSullivan has, in his first session, displayed considerable oratoricalpower. Thera isno reasontoexpect thatduring the continuance ofthepresentParliamentthe cause of Home Rule will be materiallyadvanced;but its promoters have done their cause noinjury.While the'Saturday Review'condemnedHome Rule as a""mis-chievousinnovation"it credits HomeRulers with having conductedthemselvesinaproperand decorous mannerinParliament.The following is the key to the rage of the Tory journali»t«The 'Review' says:—" The most gratifying result of the session tothe morefar seeing members, probably consists in the failures anddisasterswhichhavebefallen the Government," also, "advocates ofHomeRule and of other mischievous innovations are beginningtorecovercourage inthe anticipationof another political change whichmay restore theirpower ofdeciding the conflicts of evenly balancedparties.

WOMAN" AND THE CONVENT.
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