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it rose higher and higher, and surged and roaved at the hase of the
column.like rock, the summit of which it would shortly submerge.
And there stood the unfortunats, watching the vising waters.

His mind torn and distracted as it was by evil passiens could not
forget the pious teachings of lis boyhood.

His excited funcy brought strange voicas to his ears on the wings
of the tempest. Mocking or threatening faces seemed to gloam out of
the darkness, shadowy handa seerned to heckon him to the foaming
waters,

“'Who talked of self-murder!” ho exglaimed wildly. “I do not:
rush on death. Iwait. I do but wait, to be swopt awny in the vor-
tex of these waters, from which I cannot if T woulg egcape '

Then as he folded his ayms, and stolidly awsited his coming doom,
n voice, the ageents of which wore not framed by Lis heated fancy,
amote his eqr.

“Oswald, Lord Oswald!” cried that voice, “in Leaven’s name
what takes you here on such a night; as this #*

The youth turned his head, and tossing upon the fonming waters
he percieved a boat, the occupants of which, at great danger to them-
salves, wore endeavoring to urge athwart the waves by their oars, for
had the sail been spread the boat must have immediately capsized. A
lanthorn secured st the prow of the vessel dotted the darkness with a
speck of h'ght as though it were a ruddy star: and at intervals, as the
showers of spray were seattered, showed the persons of those who
were risking their lives to save hi: who did not care to save himsslf,

These persons were threa in number. A wenther-heaten man in
the garb of o fisheyman, o young man wearing the white habit of the
n;ighboring Cistercian monastory, nnd a boy of about fourtesn years
of age.

WOMAN AND THE CONVENT.

By Livy Brawone Mynemy,

TERRE ave two or three principles said to be very well understood in
our day, for instance, that of asspciation, i.e., of ths right of any aet of
rational heings to form communities ; that of reprasentation and the
desirability of such division of labor as this makes easy ; and that of
self-pupport, a cardinal point in the code of the agitatows of the woman
question. There is, in the Catholio Chureh, an institution intimately
ﬁt}nnactad with every one of these principles. This is the conventual
e,

But the principle “of associntion and of organised corporation is
vot & newly discovered one, and, in the opse of women especially, the
Church has always taught it. In the early days of Christianity, pious
women folt within themselves an unlimited power of doing good to
their fellow-creatures, and to mest this banger of aotivity, the monns.
tic life was framed. Tndeed it grew up naturally out of the necessities
of the times, for the germ of % life in common was contained in the
informal assemblies of Christian women, agsocinted for the purpose of
prayer and good works, under the roof of some matron of greater ex -
perience than themselves. Gradually the gathering became Iarger,
and like beos from the parent hive a little swarm of picked and triad
members eould leave and form a community elsewhere. In the Haat,
for example, Paula snd Eustochia, the friends and scholars of 8¢,
Jerome, settled st Bethlehem to miniater to the pilgrims and pravent
the Roman anthorities from misnsing their power towards inoffensive
strangers, In the West, barburien prineesses torned to praptiesl
aceount the natural reverence that was paid to womanhood, and the
convents of the Saxons, Franks and Celts, were really powerful cor-
porations,

Besides this, the convent smbodies the prinaipla’of representation,
Common sense tells us that though & thousand things may be equally
praiseworthy, no one can do them all af once, Prayer, expistion and
Intorcession are primary duties, but God mercifally takes into con-
eideration the demands of practical life and forgives us the deht. Yet
is that a reason why some should relactantly take up the burden and
stand before God a3 the representatives of his more careless creatures ?
Tt is essential that children shoald be tanght, the sick tended, the agad
sheltered, the wicked exhorted and reclaimed. These things, even
now-a-days, arg done by representative persons, paid by the State for
50 doing, nod looked upon as viearjonsly executing the duty of the
whale community. Why should they not be done by women, tha
voluntary substitates of their kind, not for State pay but for the love
of God ? Wives and mothers have another s here ; they cannot shine
by the wayside and cheer the path of the E)naly wayfarer, but they
ean delegate this wider task to thelr unwedded sisters, and through
them take their share of this work of merey. A common objection i
often made about the contemplative orders, *“the women who sit
behind iron bars, doing nothivg.” But consider p moment. In the old
mnd grave game of chess, there are pieces that move irregulnrly, some
that can go but two steps at a time, some that may sweep fo auy dis-
tance on a given ling, efe, 'The king, however, is almost motionless.
But is he therefore nseless? Without him would the gams still be
<hess P Bo with these apparent statues of the cloister, They are the
foundations of convent ife, and, like those of material piructares, are
built out of sight. Their work 1s prayer ; they are the pickets of the
world—they watch while the army sleaps. Why do not all the asilorg
in & ship sit up at night instead” of leaving everything to the * look-
out?” “Why is a light-house entrusted to but one or twe men, who do
Guty for their port and town ?  So the Church, having her representa.
tive workers, has also her Tepresentative watchers,

But are the women idle? The annual work' within doore is not
PO Yery useless an occupation ; it is the life of thousands of our work-
ing girls, and they, I think, would have good reason to laugh if anyone
scoused them of sitting all day behind the iron hars of factory windows,
doing wnothing ! whilst half the day, the women of contemplative orders
are ab work. But a factory girl earna her living and supports her
family by ber work, T answer tothat, that a nun does the snme. She
earns her living, becauss, in most instances, she cultivates the convent
garden, does the common house-work, spins, weaves, or at least makes
up her oxn garmeats, and works at things whicb, Yeing sent beyond

the convent walls, are sold to defray the convent’s oxpenzes. Bhe sap~
ports her family, beeause the poor are her family, which the convent
feeds and clothes, and ministers to in varions ways through its
almoners,

Of intellectual ocoupations, the conventual lifs is full, In medi.
©val times, nuns spent most of their timo transcribing the Bible, %,
Boniface, in the 8th century, wes constantly eending to the nuns of
Ireland for Bibles for diatribution among the heathen.  Some of thess,
from the great raveremoe in which the Holy Scripinres were held,
wers written in liquid gold. The holy women of the East studied
Greek and Hebrew, that they mighthelp in translating the Soriptures,
In our days, when educstion is the chiof aim of the active orders, a
high degres of knowledge, artistic, literary, and even scientiflo, is
demanded of their members, Trades also, and all sorts of praotical,
uzeful knowledge, are familiar to many orders. It has been objected
that convent life destroys individaality of character. Aunother mistake.
In faot, it gives individuality to many women who otherwise would
be insignificant, for ¢the humbler spirits of & community aro taught o
feel that, no less then upon the more highly gifted members, lies the
responsibility of the whole sistarhood. Each littls action s thus ig-
vested with a viearious dignity that goes far to raise the casual por=
former of such setions in her own estimation, and consequently ends
in serionsly raising her whole moral standard.

Now remains the principle of self-support and independencs, per-
baps at present the most important side of the question. Tt is orwed
aghinst convents now-z-days that with them it is always o case Bf
mendioity. Tt must be remembered that a fow orders were founded on
the principle of poverty, eg., the Poor Clares, the Little Sisters of the
Poor. Even those sre so far self-supporting that what they receive in
charity is almost entirely bestowed in ohari% again, and *he who,
giveth to the poor, lendefh to the Lord” The holy and touching
usury is surely a kind of self-support. They also save many charitably
but carcless people the troubls of seeking out real cases, and are o
guarantee that the gift shall not be perverted to.any questionable uses,
Convents help, ang, in many cases, velisve the State. They feed,
,clothe and educate a portion of what the world calls the pauper pop-

ulation,” and they provide for any energetic, aspiring woman, with »
definite objeoct inlife. Some are devoted to the care of fomala prison-
era, and some again gerve as reformatories. The State subsidy in thess
case3 Is almost always guite juadequate to thé expenses incurred, but
the work done by the convent {laundry or sewing work, or other iz«
dustries) mostly fills up the gap. In former times convents possessad
endowmenta: thess have disappeared under the altered circumstances
of our times, yet the convent ig willing to do the work it ever did, and
moere. The value of money is ever growing higher, and money fa
Indispensable to conduct any establishment. If a convent works for
money, it is more self-supporting than when it had an endowment §
for now it asks for wages for work well and thoroughly done, and fow
other corporations would accept such low end uncertain wages ns the
convent gladly receives. It would be a pity if the stinginoss of the
age should debar a multitude of earnest, energatic women from proa
secuting works which they are dying to do. The Church does not ask
or extort help from hard-working men and women, who can scarcely
make both ends miest (though, in fact, those are just the readiest to
give), but it is » legitimate demand to make of prosperous business
mex that, since they have no time to give. to ch'nnpy ond tgnclngg,
they should provide means to those who do giva their time, their brains
gnd their health,

The convent is the home and type of independent womanhood,
and the conventunl in the only experiment of community lfe which
has kept itself pure, both from the stain of * free-love’ and the stamp
of hard, unsympathetic, unwomanly strongmindeduness (I use this word
in ita commen but erronecus acceptation, bacanss it is comprehensive
end best serves the purpose in this place). * Mind hes no sax,” says
Johu Stuart Mill, but 8t. Augustine hed said the equivalent sixtesn
venturios befors, ¢ Strength of soul obliterates weskness of sex,” :

THE IRISH HOME RULE MEMBERS.

CzrraTx Otego papers have published extracts ridiculing fthe Home
Rulers in Pag.imnent. In doing so they have taken their cus from
English and Seotch papers, whose London letters and Parlinmen!
intetligence have been dished up so n8 to make it appear that the
Home Rulers had been setting the rules of the debate ot defiance, and
also bringing themselves into ridicule. This is what the London
‘Saturday Review’ says of the Home Rulors, and the statements of
that journal should carry more weight than thoss of the hired scrib.
blers of the anti-Irish party, and the echoes of them by their Otago
clecquers. ‘
% The considerable body of Home Rule members who were ra-
turned ab the general election have, on the whole, done no diseredit to
their constituencies. It fortunately happens that neither party had
any sufficient motive for Lidding for their support.” ., . . Teft to
themselves the supporters of Home Rule have offered no factions inter-
ruption to general business, nor can it be suid that they have occupied an
unreasonable space of the time at the disposal of the Parlisment, My
Butt had long been known ns & fAuent and offective spenken. My
Bullivan has, in his frst session, displayed considernble oratorical
power. There is no reason to expect that during the continnance of
the present Parlizment the cause of Homq Rule will be materially
advanced ; but its promoters have done their enuss no injury,

‘While the ‘ Saturday Review ’ condemned Home Rule as 5™ mig-
chievous innovation ™ it credits Home Rulers with having condueted
themselves in a proper and decorous manner in Pnrlia,ment:

The following'is the key to the rage of the Tory journalists,
The ¢ Review’ saya:—* The most gratifying result of the session to
the more far seeing members, probably consists in the fajlures snd
disasters which have befallen the Grovernment,” also, advoeu_tes of
Home Rule and of other mischievous innovubiong are beginning to
recover courage in the anticipation of another political change which
may restore their power of deciding the conflicts of evenly Balanced
parties,”



