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H.A.C.B SOCIETY.
GbbymouthBranch (No.17),iWest Coast.

Though this branch has been several years in existence, and has
always numbered a fair per-centageofthepopulationof the town and
district within its ranks, it never lost amember by death till quite
recently. Bro.OeorgeO'Flynn, a-faithfulChristianandmuch-esteemed
member,was called awaya few days since,after an illness of about
fifteenmonths, -whichhe bore withexemplary fortitude. Thedeceased
was well known among Irishmen in New Zealand, in which ho has
sojourned for some time. At the funeral of Mr O'Flynn, the branch
mustered in force from all parts of the district. Itis wellto bear in
mind that the populationof the districtisvery scattered, and thatthe
meanß of travelling over the rough roads are far fromgood. Notwith-
standing that theburial took placeona workingday— andmostof the
members of thebranch are workingmen— about fifty of the brethren
followed the remains of Bro.O'Flynn to the last resting-place, the
Greyniouth Cemetery. The day was as bright and lovely as ever
Spring day was,and the emeraldgreenof the society's colors wasmore
than rivalled by the verdure of the garment in which Nature had
decked the waysides through -which the sad procession wound its
mournful passage to the graveyard. At two o'clock thefuneral cor-
tege arrived at Greyniouthfrom the residence of the deceased, about
twomiles distant. A considerable body of friendshere joinedin,and
thenumber in tlieprocessionwas nowvery considerable. Thebell of
£)f St. Patrick's Church tolled mournfully as the hearse, contain-
ng the remains, approached. Shortly atter leaving (3-reymouth the
processionwas joinedby FatherEcuyer, theparishpriest. Arrivedin
the Cemetery, toe coffin was lowered into the grave,and, after the
impressive burial service of the Church had been read by Father
Ecuyer, the clay washeaped in, fche brethren and friends of the de-
parted gazing sadly on. Brother O'Flynn left a widow and four
children inindigent circumstances, for he hadbeen ill fifteenmonths,
andhad sought medical aid at & distance. Itis intended to raise a
public subscription for the widow andorphans.

IRISHMEMBERS ANDBRITISH CORRESPONDENTS.
"IRISH ON THEBRAIN."

(To the 'Editor of the New Zealand Tablet.)
SlB,

—
Itis apassing misfortune for the readers of the'Star' when its

editnr has been
"

buzzed." He falls in with a select circle of right
goodfriends whohavea hobby, and they buzz him into such a state
Unit he actuilly persuadeshimself they are the public, and that the
Colony ingeneral is dying tohear all about theIrish members of the
BritishParliament.

The 'Star
'
is going through a severe spaam of attack just novr.

In the leading pages of the * Star
'

of Saturday evening last, in sensa-
tional " captions" as the Americanssay with capital letters, we have"IrishHome Rulers." Empires have fallen, dynasties have beea
overthrown, inour times,-without suchsensationalannouncement. In
fact, this drivelling of stuffandnonsense about

"
Home Rulers

"
has

beconie a sort of nuisance
—

at all events, itis a tomfoolery which will
soonbe madeamatterof reproach against us. Itisimpossible that
Irishmen should witness this inconsistent, unjust, and invidious con-
ductwithout resentment. Itis impossible, on the ether hand, that
thehabitually unfair tone of the " Star' towards Ireland andIrishmen
should fail to cr.a'e a strong prejudice against both in the minds of
English andScotch readers. Thus a double evil is created,but the'Star'editor isas reckless ashe is unjust. National antagonism may
be inflamed, dissent"'ou intensified, hostility increased; but if the
immediate object of themoment boserved,as itgenerally is,by reviling
the Irishpeople, the journalist^oftheperiod is satisfied,and his moral
accountability costshim not a" thought. The leading organ of the
preseut Ministry, the London

'Staudavd,' gives the following welL
deacrvedrebuke to certain correspondents who write from London of
Irish Member's speechesin theHouse of Commons :—:

—
A new vein has been struck by certain newspaper correspondents

inLondon, who are occasionally hard enough up for something to
lighten the dulness of their heavy communications. This is to lam-
poonIrishmembers of parliament, and as far as possible turn them.
)oto derision by representing them as blunderers who cannot speakin
the House ofCommons withoutunconsciouslymaking everyone laugh.
Thishappy idea was first hit upon by the correspondent of a Scotch
journal,but the gentleman wasnot long permitted the exclusive right
of this discovery. Those original writers who send second-hand.
Londonletters to certain Irishpapers were not slow to trench upon,
the Scot's preserves, andevenimprove uponhis duloess. The reßulfc
is that"cheers" and" loud laughter" and other kindred phrasesgo-
now to form,ina greatmeasure the roostprominent features in their
accounts of thoseparliamentary doingin which Irishmembers bear a
part. One day it is Dr.O'Leary who comes in for their attention,
another itis Mr O'Gorman, then Mr Morris, and so on

— the funny-
rogues rivallingeach other in raising ihe laugh againgt Ireland. Of
.-.ourse while Irish journals can be found mcau and contemptible-
enough toprintsuch nonsensicalverbiage, there will be foundcomic
contributors tosupply it, but its adoption by thoseindividuals will

CHRISTCHURCH.
To the JSditor of the New Zealaud Tablet.

Sib,— Thinking thatit would be interesting to someofthe readers of
jourvaluable journal to hear how Catholicism is progressingin Can-
terbury, but especially in the capital (Christchurch),Ihave placed a
few items onrecordwhich youmay ihink worfch while toplace before
them.

CntTHCHES.
In Canterbury, there are in all nine churches or chapels—

one in Christchurch, one in Lyttelton, one in Akaroa, one in
Timaru,one inTemuka, oneinLincoln,oneinLeeston, one in Leith-
field,andone inRangiora. That in Christchurch is the largest, its
lengthbeing about seventy-five feet, withabreadthof forty feet, and
has beenbuilt with some regard to architecturalbeauty. Its shape,
when complete,will be that of ft cross. ItiB entirelytoosmall for the
congregation which flocks there every Sunday,manybeing obliged to
stand outside while the Holy Sacrifice is being offered. Iunderstand j
thereis a goodsumof money in thehands of theparishpriest,tobe ■

■expendedon church buildings;but he is advised by some not to
interfere with the presentchurch,but buildone on the other side of
the city. Isuppose things will remain as they are till the arrival of
the Bishop from Europe. The presentP.P.is Rev. F.Billard, for-
merly of Greymouth. lie is a younger man thanhis predecessor,Rev.
P.Ecuyer, and seems likely to makehimself beloved by his people.
The churches in Lytteltonand Akaroa areattended toby the Rev.
■T /ther Francis delMonte,who resides atLyttelton. A largebell has
been temporarilyerected at the latter church a few days ago. It cost
■about £70, ail of which has been subscribed by the Catholicsof Lyt-
teltonand neighborhood. Abazaar will take place about December,
for thepurpose of raising funds towards the erection of a convent.
The Rev.Father Chervier, wholives at Shand's Track, has by far the
largest district to attendto. He has four very neat churches in his
pariah— notcounting temporaryoneshere and there— which extends
.from the Ashburtonsouthto theHurunuinorth. Hehasalso a school,
wheremany of his children receivea Catholic education. It is sur-
prisinghow this goodpriest has workedfor the good of his people.
He is most indefatigable, and dearly lovedby all his parishioners.
Rev. Father Chataigner has charge of South Canterbury, and
attends to tlao churches in Timaru and Temuka. ThoseIhave
never seen,but fromwhatIknow of the pastor,Ibelieve they are
what they should be. A more painstakingpriest there is not in
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letter to amember of the FourthEstate in South America,ona recentoccasion, he remarkedthat thelight ofCatholic truth oftenpenetrated,
through the medium of thenewspaper Press, into places which the
voice of a Catholic priestcouldnot reach. The remarkis applicable to
Sew Zealandas well as toSouth America. EvenaProtestanteditorial
sanctummaybe one of thedark places thePoperefers to. If few of
theProtestant public generally ever rend your paper,perhaps many
Protestant editors glance at its contents. They are

"leaders
"

of the
peopleineverything, sacred or profane,and, ana rule, they are honest
and sincere, as wellashighly educated andable men. The wonder is
thatmenof their various knowledge and inquisitiveminds can resist
the force ofCatholic truthso obstinately and so long. But the force
of earlyprejudice, supportedby worldly interests of a legitimatekind,
who can measureit? Alas!poor humanity;how frail thou art. Yetmanhas been createdbut little lower than the angels

—
noble in reason

and infinitein faculties, withunapprehensionlikea God,as Shakspeare
has it. Itappears that at least one of the learned Professors of the
Otago University reads theTablet,— Professor Hutton.Itwill do him
good,if hehave the largesoul of & *ealProfessor.

Obsbevee.

SCHOOLS.
Catholic Boys"Schooi/.— This is a very fine building, 70 ffc.

x 30ft., andhaß been erected entirely at the expense of the con-
gregation. Atone end there is a permanentstage,withaneatprosce-nium,used occasionally when entertainments are givenfor some good,
"work. About 150boys attend the school,many of whom are Pro-
testants. MrRestell,Government Inspector,has examinedtheschools-
lately,at the request of theSchool Committee,who were anxious to
show that, notwithstanding theGovernment grant formerly givenhas-
been withdrawn, the same care andattentionnow a.s then are being-
bestowedon the children. On the day of the Inspector'svisit there
weropresent about 250 children inboth schools. He expressedhim-
self well pleasedwith whathe saw,andsaid that the efficiency of the
children compared very favorably with thatof the leadingDistrict
Schools. Our schools are managedby a committee, who, up to the
present time, have workedwith a will,especially the chairman, Mr I.
B.Sheath. Should they continue todo so,lamsatisfied the Govern-
menfc willhavea greater difficulty than they imagine in shutting up
the Cathedral schools, the only thing theyare working for. They
(Government) have now opened a new school, right opposite the
CatholicBoys', for nopurposebut to attract the children from the
latterplace;but,as yet,no decreasehas taken place— in fact,itis the
other way. Of course, you are aware that the Catholics have to pay
rates towards those Godless schools. Only a few pay without going
tocourt, where they have to pay additional costs. Thelate P.P. (the
Rev. FatherEcuyer) refusedpaying,but was visited by abailiff, who
threatened to sell the poor gentlemanout if he didn't " dub-up."
Rather than have this done, thebailiff received his unjust demand.
Would that every Catholicmight do this, and not pay even should a.
portion oftheir furniture besold.

H.A.C.B. SOCIETY.
The Christchurch branch (No.82) of this societyhas just com-

pletedits firstyear. It openedonSeptemberBth,1873, with thirty-
eightmembers, andnumbers at thepresent time onehundred financial
members. No society formed here as yet has done so much good as
this. Mostof its members arenowmonthly communicants,and itis
the intention for the future to admit no one except he is known pre-
viously to be apracticalCatholic. Fifty sashes have been ordered,and
expectedto arrive from Melbourne ina few days. The first anniver-
saryhas been commemorated by a concert,which realised£25. This
sum washanded to the Catholic SchoolCommittee, it being very well
knownby themembers that they wereshort of funds. Imight say
a good dealmore about this traly good association,butIfearIhave
already trespassed toomuch on yourpatience;but on another occa-
sion, should you permit,Ishall be happy to acquaint you with its-
doings.

9


