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letter to m member of the Fourth Estate in South America, on a recent
occesion, he remurked that the light of Cathelis truth often penstrated,
throngh the mediam of ihe newspaper Prass, into places which the
voice of a Catholic priest could ot reach. The remark is applicable to
New Zealand an well an to South America. Even a Protestant editorial
sanctum may be one of the dari places the Pope refers to.  If few of
the Protestant public generally ever read your paper, perhaps many
Protestant editors glance st its contents. They are “leaders” of the
pecple in everything, sacred or profans, and, oa a rule, they are honest
and sincere, a3 well as highly educated and sble men. The wonder is
that men of their various knowledga and inquisitive minds can resist
the force of Catholic traih so obsiinately and so long. But the foree
- of early prejudice, supported by worldly interests of o legitimate kind,
who can measure it? Alss ! poor humanity ; how frait thou art. ¥et
man has been created but little lower than the angels—noble in reason
and infinite in faculties, with an apprehension like a Grod, as Shakspenre
has it. It appears that at leaat one of the learned Professors of the
Otago University reads the TapLws—Frofessor Hutton. It will do him
good, if he have the large soul of & real Profossor.
OBSERVER.

H.A.C.B SOCIETY.
GREYMOUTE Brancm (No. 17), West CoasT.

TroveH this branch has been several years in existence, and has
always numbered a {air per-contage of the populetion of the town and
digtrict within its rauks, it never lost s member by death till quite
recently. Bro.George’Flynn, g faithful Chriatian and much-esteemed
member, was called away a fow days since, after an illness of sbout
fifteen months, which he bore with exemplary fortitude. The decensed
was well known among Trishmen in New Zesland, in which he bas
sojourned for somne time. At the funeral of Mr O'Flynn, the branch
mustered in force from all parts of the district. It is well to benr in
mind that the population of the district is very scattered, and that the
means of travelling over the rough ronds sre far from good. Notwith-
standing that the burial took place on a working day—and most of the
members of the branch are working men—about fifty of the brethren
followed the remnins of Bro, O’Flymn to the last resting-place, the
Greymouth Cemetery. The day was a3 bright and lovely as ever
Spring day was, and the emerald green of the society’s colors wasmore
than rivalled by the verdure of the garment in which Nature had
decked the waysides through which the sad procession wound its
mournful passage to the graveynrd. At two o'clock the funeral cor-
iége arrived at %reymouth from the residence of the deceased, about
two miles distant. A considerable body of friends here joined in, and
the number in the procession was now very considerable. The bell of
§»f St. Patrick’s Church tolled mournfully as the hearse, contain-
ng the remains, approached. Shortly atter leaving Greymouth the
proccssion was joined by Father Ecuyer, the parish priest. Arrived in
the Cemetery, the coffin was lowered into the grove, and, after the
impressive burial eervice of the Church had been read by Father
Ecuyer, the clay wns heaped in, the brethren and friends of the de-
perted gazing sadly on. Brother O'Flymu left a widow and four
children in indigent circumstances, for he had been iil fifteen months,
snd had sought medicsl aid ot o distance, Tf is intended to raise a
publie subscription for the widow and orphans.

CHRISTCHURCH.

To the Bditor of the NEw Zravraxd TABLET.
818, Thinking that it would be interesting to some of the readers of
your valuable journal to bear iow Catholicism is progressing in Con-
terbury, but especially in the capital (Christelturch}, I have placed &
few items on record hich you may ihink worth while to place before
them.
COURCHES.

Irn Canterbury, there are in all nine churches or chapels
—one in Chrisgchurch, one in Lytielton, ona in Akaroa, one in
Pimaru, one in Temuka, one in Lincoln, one in Leeston, one in Leith-
field, and ope in Rangiora, That in Christchurch is the largest, its
length being about seventy-five fest, with a breadth of forty fect, and
has been built with some regard to architeetural beputy. Ita shape,
when complete, will be that of a cross. It is entirely too small for the
congragation which flocks there every Sunday, many being obliged to
stand outside while the Holy Sweritice is being offered. I understand
there is & good sum of money in the hands of the parish priest, to be
expended on church buildings; but he is advised by some not to
interfere with the present church, but build one on the other side of
the city. I suppose things will remain as they arve till the arrival of
the Bishop froux Europe. The present P.P, 18 Rev. F. Billard, for-
meriy of Greymouth. lleis a2 younger man than his predecessor, Rev.
F. Ecuyer, and seems likely to moke himself beloved by his people.
The churches in Lyttelton and Aksros are attended to by the Rev.
T ther Francis del Monte, who resides at Liyttelton. A lerge bell has
been temporanly erectod at the latter church a few days ago. It cost
about £70, ul of which hbias been subsersbed by the Catholics of Liyt-
telton and neighborhood. A byzaar will talke place sbout December,
for the purpose of raising funds towards the erection of a convent.
The Rev. ¥ather Chervier, who lives at Shand's Track, bas by for the
largest district to attend to. He has four very neat churches in his
parish-—not counting temporary ones here and there—which extends
Jfrom the Ashburton south to the Hurunui north. He hasalso a school,
where many of his children receive a Catholic sducation. It is sur-
priging how this good priest has worked for the good of his pecpls.
He is most indefatigable, and dearly loved by all his parishioners.
Rev. Tather Chataigner has charge of South Centerbury, and
attends to the chur ches in Timaru end Temuks. Those I have
never soen, but from what I know of the pastor, T believe they are
what they should be. A more painetaking priest there is not in
«Canterbury.

, BCHOOLZ,

Carmorio Bovs' Somoon—This i & very fine building, 70 ft.
x 30ft., and bas been erected entirely nt the expense of the con-
grogation. At one end there is & permanent stage, with & neat prosce-
nium, used oceasionally when entertainments are given for some good.
work. About 150 boys attend the echool, many of whom are Pro-
testants, M Restell, Government Inspector, hns examined the schools
lately, ab the request of the School Committee, wito were anxious to
show that, notwithstanding the Government grant formerly given has
been withdrawn, the spme core sad ntlention now as then are being
hestowed on the children. On the day of the Inspector’s visit there
were present about 250 children in both schools. He expressed him-
self well plensed with what he saw, and said that the oficiency of the
children compared, very {avorably with that of the leading District
Belrools. Our schools are managed by & committee, who, up to the
present time, hove worked with a will, especially the cheirman, Mx I.
B. 8heath. Should they continue to do so, I am satisfied the Grovern-
ment will have o greater difficulty than they fmagine in shutting up
the Cathedral schools, the only thing they nre working for. They
(Government) have now opened a new school, right opposite the
Cntholic Boys’, for no purpose but to attract the children from the
Inttor place ; but, us yot, no decrease has taken place—in fact, it is the
other way. Of course, you are awaro that the Catholics have to pay
rates towards those Grodless schools, Ouly a few pay without going
to court, where they have to pay additional costs. Fhe late P.P. (the
Rov. Father Ecuyer) refused paying, but was visited by o bailiff, who
threatened to sell the poor gealleman out if he didn’t “ dab-up.”
Rather than have this done, the bailiff received his unjust demand.
Would that every Catholic might do this, and not pay even should a.
portion of their furniture be sold.

¥.4.C.B. BOCIETY.

The Christchurch branch (No. 82) of this society has just com-
vleted its first year. It opened om September 8th, 1873, with thirty-
eight members, and numbers at the present time one hundred financial
members. No society formed here as yet has done so much good as
this. Most of ite members are now monthly communicunts, and it is
the intention for the future to admii no one except he is known pre-
viougly to be a practical Catholic. Fifty sashes have been ordered, and
expected to arrive from Melbourne in a few days. The firat auniver-
sary has been eommemorated by a concert, which realised £35. This
sum was handed to the Catholic S8chool Commitiee, it being very well
known by the members that they were short of funds. I mipht say
a good deal more about this truly good associntion, but I fear I have
already trespassed too much on your patience ; but on another occa-
sion, should you permit;, F ehall be happy to scquaint you with its
doings.

Carmozic.

IRISH MEMBERS AND BRITISH CORRESPONDENTS.

—

“IRISH ON THE BRAIN.”

(Lo the Bditor gf the New Zealand Tablet, )

818,~-It is n passing misfortune for the readers of the ¢ Star’ when ifs
editor has been * buzzed.” He fallain with a select circle of right
goad friends who have a hobby, and they buzz him into such a atate
thae he actually persuades himself they are the publie, and that the
Colony in general is dying to hear all about the Irish members of the
British Pariiament,

The © Star * is going through a gavera spasm of attack just now.
Tu the leading paees of the * Star’ of Baturday evening last, in sensa-
tional * captions™ as the Americans eay with capital letters, we have
“Erjsh Home Rulera.” Empires have fallen, dynasties have been
overthrown, in our times, without such aensational sunouncement. In
fact, this drivelling of stuff and nonsense about ** Home Rulers” has
become a sort of nuisance—at all events, it is o tomfoolery which will
s0on be made a matter of reproach against us. It is impossible thnt
Irishmen should witness this inconsistent, unjust, and invidiouns con-
duct without reseatment. It is impossible, on the ether hand, that
the habitually unfair tone of the * Star’ towards Irelund and Irishmen
should fail to cr.a'e o strong prejudice against both in the minds of
Eoplish and Scotch readers.  Thus a double evil is erented, but the
¢ 8tar’ editoe is ns reckless as he is unjust.  National antegonism muy
be inflamed, dissensiou intensified, hostility increased; but if the
immediate object of the moment be served, ae it generally is, by reviling
the Irish people, the journalist of the period is sutisfied, and Lis moral
acdountability costs him not a thought. The leading organ of the
preseut Minwstey, the London * Stasdard,’” gives the following well
deeorved rebuke fo certain correspondents who write from London of
Trish Member's speeches in the House of Commons :—

A new vein has been struck by certain newspaper correspondents
in London, who are occasionally hard enough up for something to
lighten the dulness of their heavy communications. This is to lam-
rodn Irish members of parlinment, and as far as possible turn them
1oto derision by representing them as blunderers who cannot apeak in
the House of Commona without unconsciously making everyone langh.
This happy idea was first hit upon by the vorrespondent of a Beotch
journal, but the gentleman wag not long permitted the exclusive right
of this discovery. Those original writers who send second-hand
Loudon lstters to certainn Irish papers were not slow to trench wpon
the 8cot’s preserves, and even improve upon his duloess.  The result
is that * clieers ™ and * lond laughter” and other kindred phrases go-
now to forn.in & great measure the most prominent foatures in their
accounts of those parlismentary doicg in which Irish members bear a
part, One day it is Dr, O'Leary who comea in for their attention,
another it is Mr O'Gorman, then Mr Moreis, and so on—the funny
rogues rivalling ench othor in raising the laugh against Ireland. OF
aourse while Irish journals cun be found mean and coantemptible
enough to print such nonsensical verbiage, there will be found comic
contributors to supply it, but its sdopiion by those individuals will




