
THE 'TABLET' MILITANT.
THE POPE A MASOtf.

A good manstruggling with adversity is,it is said, a sight on winchthe gods might look with pleasure. Inlike manner itmay be suid thata small journal like theNew Zeaiand Tablet, suffering under theunitedattacks of somany able andpowerful Protestant contempora-ry in the Province of Otago, is a spectacle all honest and sincerelovers of truth and justicemay look on withinterest. Youarefisjhtiugthe battle of right, justice, common sense, aud the Church againstheavy odds. The " Times,' < Guardian,' 'Star,'and
'
Bruce Herald' areall doing theirutmost to prove thePopeand you in the wrong, andfiat PioNono, after all,lias been a member tillrecently of that un-blessed Masonic body which his predecessorshave denounced, andwhich he himself Las also formally condemned in the strongest lan-guage as "The Synagogue of Satan." Your contemporaries arebliudedby their anti-Catholicprejudices to such a degree astoloss sightof common decency andcommonsense

—
wemayalmost say ofcommonhonesty. They would persuade themselves and others that Pius theIX.is either auegragious and shameless hypocrite ora drivelling fool,instead of being whathe is well known tobe

—
a manofa clear intel-lect andunimpeachablehonor. Tiie evil-doerever suspects evil inhisneighbor. The motive for attempting to prove thePope tohave con-tinued aMason till he was formally expelledthe fraternity cannot bea

good one. Suchanattempt bears absurdity andmalice on itsveryheadanx jront. Your Otagocontemporarieshave notheard the last of thisstrangestory, to which they have lentso greedy onear. Pin them totheir words. Shame them, if thatbe inthia case possible. The igno-
rant and bigotted traducer of the Pope and theCatholic Church is,indeed, very hard to shame. He is usually a brazen-fuced traducer.He "knows not whathe says nor whereoflie affirms

"
about Catholicprinciples andcharacters, but speaksat random,and without adequate

examination. Like the cuckoo, he repeats, almost mechanically or byinstinct, whatothers of his kidney say. One ofthe most hopefulsignsfor the Catholic ChurchinDunedin and this Colony generally is theanxiety oftheProtestant Press tohold youup as the defenderofintol-lerance and bigotry, and toprove Dr.Moran an
"

aggressive Bishop."
They either know not the importof their terms, or they refuse to
understandwhat Catholics really believe, in their political any morethan their religious creeds. But youare instructing them. True, theyare perversepupils,andit willgo hard with you tomakemuch of them
for a time ;but they areat least not indifferent in thematter,and thatis a thing. Better anhonest, bigoted opponent,eager to confuteyou, than a man who shows a stoical apath/ to yourviews, when pub-lished. Indifference is thehardestaudmost stubborn soil on whichthe defender or propagator of truth has to work, and you may bethankful that yourProtestant contemporaries areanything but indif-
ferent to your teaching. They have longbeen in the habitof believingandrepresenting theCatholicChurch as opposedto v freePress, tofree
thought, and free enquiry, aswell as to theBible. Thay begin to find,
out their mislake. Catholics fear not,but court fair and "temperate
controversy on aU their principles, civil or religious. You are notafraid to eater the lists sihgle-ha&ded against the formidablearray ofJ-Votestmit jouniuliats in Dunedin. Tue public, both Catholic andProtestant,are spectatorsofthe excitingcontroversial tournament, and.no doubt, in the chivalrous spiritof old tiires, cry out

"
Q-od speedthe

right." Yourcontemporariesare obviously ina fix:they must cither
treat you withcontemptuous silence, and let you pursue your

"
pro-pagandism" unmolested, which they doubtlessregard as dangerous to"

theProtestant cause" in this rapidage, andin thepresent inquisitive
temperof the Protestant mind, or they must oppose iv the hope ofconfutingyouand destroying your influence. This latter course theyselect, and it shows courageand consistency inthem to do so. Depend
uponit,your Protestant contemporaries are soundat heart,good men
and staunch,ttndonly require more self-knowledge and Catholioteach-
ingto bringtheminto the right way.

Pope fiua IX.isa genuineReformer, and, assuch, a genuine ad-
vocate of the newspaper Press. Even the little Tablet is not

:beneath his patronising influence. In the courseof an encouraging
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must,however, thank all those who by their presence here to-nighthaverendered assistanceto the object for whichtheentertainmenthasbeen given " andIalso think that those ladies and gentlpmen whohavecome such a distance to help the good work, and to give ussuch apleasantevening, are entitledto our heartiest thanks. Iwillnot saymore,asIhave but littledoubtyou wouldall derive far morepleasure from a continuation of the music than in listening toanyeloquencefromme." His Lordship thenresumed his seat amidstcries of

"
No;no."

We have been asked toreturn thanks to the members of theProvincialBand for their generous and valuable services,and wedo
bo the more heartily,knowing that great anattraction as the Moon-light Excursion was deemed, it wouldhavebeen shornofmuch of itsattractiveness had the Band not been onboard. We havenot heardthe exactamount realised by the entertainment, but have but littledoubtamost respectable sumhas been netted to form thenucleus ofa building fund.

VICTORIOUS NELSON.

m?a^r "? g0has been beafc hollowin the matter of educationllie Daily Times mustnow draw inhis horns, and ceasehi* boastineabout the superiority of the expensiveOtugo "system." The best pri-maryschool mNelsoa is under clerical andCatholic direction" thebest, college for higher educationin theColony is under clerical direc-tion—that of the Eev. Mr Simmonds, in Nelson. What will theseculars say to this? What the clericals hive done foreducationinNelson may surely be done by clericals inother parts of the Colony.
Paimam qviMebuiiFebat.

THE ENTERTAINMENT IN AID OF THE PORT
CHALMERS CHURCH.

The Concert andMoonlight Excursion,whichhad been unavoidablypostponedfrom laat month through the inclemencyof the elements
cameoff on Monday evening last, the -weather being such as to leadto the suppositionthat the clerk regrettedhis pasfc conduct, and Lad
determined to mateample amends tor the severe testhe hadputupon
thepatience of the promoters andpatrons of the entertainment. As
had been announced,his Lordship theBishophad graciously signified
his intention of being present, together with Fathers Moore andCrowloy;and ahope wasgenerally entertained that the Calypso, on
boardof which were the Rev. Fathers Walsh and O'Leary, would
arrive in time to admit of their being also present on the occasion.
Happily this wish has been realised, for the welcome intelligencereached townon Sunday evening that the expected vessel had been
sighted from the Heads;and onMonday morning his Lordship,accompaniedby Father Moore,repaired to the Port for the purpose
of meetingand welcomingthe rev. gentlemen. Business compellinghis Lordship to return to town, the Rev. Father Moore remained in
PortChalmers to entertainthe rev. gentlemen untilevening,when the
Bishop andFatherCrowley arrivedin a carriage andpair, whichcon-
veyed the partyback to townat the close of the evening'sproceedings.The Golden Age, the steamer chartered for the occasion, had been
advertisedto leave the Jettyat6.45 p.m., but longbefore that hour
streamsof persons were seen wending their way to the wharf, and bythe appointedtime the little craft was crowded from stem lo stern.Indeed,hada vesselof double the tonnage been chartered, we feel
assured there wouldhave beenno spare room. Tempted, no doubt,
by the enticing appearance of the evening, inconjunction with the
powerful attraction of the Provincial Brass Band, whose members
most generously gave their services,we feel certain verymany availedthemselves ofthe treat, whohadnot so intended,no less a sum than
£10 being takenon the wharf just as the steamer was about to start.Precisely at seveno'clock the order was given to castoff, andnotwith-
standing thatat themoment a number of ladies were getting aboard,the steamermoved away from the Jetty, the Captain refusing pointblank to wait onemoment longer. The delay of buta fewmomentswould haveavoidedthe leaving behindof a couple of dozen, and we
think that onsuch anoccasion such strict punctuality wasrather over-stretched. However,it mustbe allowed that, strictly speaking, theCaptain had right on his side; but no excuse can palliate thelanguagein which the refusal was conveyed. In one case his con-duct -was discourteous; in the other, it was positively dis-graceful. As the little steamer moved down the river, the bandstruck up "

Come back to Erin," to the no doubt intense discom-
fiture and chagrin of those lining the Jetty,whopaying thepenalty of
their dilatoriness,had beenleft behind. At each landing stage be-
tweentownand thePort stoppages were made, and at each place aconsiderablenumber was added to those already on board. Whenthe lights of the town became visible,rockets were fired to apprisethetownspeopleof the approachofthe steamer, and precisely one hour-
from the time of starting the Golden Age touched the Old Pier. A
processionwas formed,headed by the band, which marched to the
AssemblyRooms, butupon arrival thereat the new-comers found totheirdismay that everypieceof vantagegroundhadbeen secured bythe towns-folk. However, good feelingandpleasantry was the orderof the day—

or rather evening— and after a deal of crushing andcrowding a few were accommodated with eeat6, the less favouredhad
tobe satisfiedwithstandingroom,whilenota few "unfortunateshad
till the advantages of anoutside view of the building by moonlight.His Lordshipwasaccommodated witha chaii to the side of the plat-form, the front row of seats, immediately at the foot of the stage,being reserved for the clergymen. Itis to be regretted that the com-mittee hadnot ai ailed itself of the offer of the bonded store, mostkindly placedat its service, for as far as comfort is concerned the
holders of outside tickets had decidedly the advantage, though, of
course, deprivedof the enjoyment ofthe concert. With regard to thelatter, thebill of fare was amost enticing one,embracing songs, bal-lads, glees, andrecitations, and when we state thatMr.Sykes presided
at thepiano, our readers may rest assured the entertainment was one
of noordinary character. We regret that pressure onour space does
not permit of our speaking at such lengthof the performance aswe
would wish;and, indeed,where all were so good,it were a difficult
matter to particularise. Although the programme was materiallydifferent from that submitted at the Masonic Hall,the ladies andgentlemen who appeared on each occasion were the same; and
persons who were present at the former concert will find littlediffi-
cultyin realising the success of Monday evening, when wementionthenamesof Mrs.Connor andMiss Hesford,and Messrs. Loughnau,Connor,Carroll, Griffon, Cornish,andLennon,asamongst those onthe
programme. We cannot refrain, however, frommaking special men-
tion of the feeling mannerin whichMrs.Connor renderedthepathetic
song

"Constance," and the
"

Dear Little Shamrock," by Miss Hes-ford; as also the comic aria from Mozart's "Le Nozze de Figaro,"
by Mr Loughnan; but decidedly the gem of the evening was theduettof "The Windand the Harp,"between Mr and Mrs Connor.
Mr Cornish favoured the audience withLady Dufferin'splaintivesong"

The IrishEmigrant" and
"

You and I," for which he received a
deserved encore. Master Scanlan, as at a former entertainment,recited inanamusing style "

The NaughtyLittleBoy,"youngandoldalike seeming to thoroughly enjoy taepatheticrecital of his mishaps.
The recitation,by Master AlfredNorman, of the"Eve of Waterloo,"
anitem not inserted in the programme, but not the least attractive
one

—
was given ina clear,distinct tone, and with elocutionary judg-

ment and effect whichmight be studied withprofitby older and more
pretentious speakers.

During the courseofthe entertainment, hisLordship the Bishop
having ascended the platform,said :—":

— "Ladiesandgentlemen,— There
is no honour tobe obtained without trouble, andIconfess my case is
not anexceptionto the general rule. Ihave been asked to address
thosepresent, andmy trouble is thatIdonot know what to Bay. I
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