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NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

[Saturday, Oct. 31, 1874,

THE ENTERTAINMENT IN AID OF THE PORT
CHALMERS CRURCIL.

Trr Concert ond Moonlight Excursion, which had been unavoidably
postponed from last month through the inclemency of the elements
came off on Monday evening last, the weather being such ss to lend
to the supposition that the clerk regretted his past conduct, and had
determined to make ample amends for the severe test he had put upon
the patience of the promoters and patrous of the entertainment, As
hod been snneunced, his Lordship the Bishop had graciously signified
his intention of being present, together with Fathers Moore and
Crowley ; and a hope was generally entertained that the Calypso, on
board of which were the Bev. Fathers Walsh and O'Leary, would
arrive in time to admit of their being also present on the occasion.
Happily this wish has been realised, for fhe welcome intellifence
resched town on Sundsy evening that the expected vessel had been
sighted from the Heads; and on Mondsy merning s Lordship,
aceompanied by Father Moore, repaired to the Port %or the purpose
of meeting ond welcoming the rev. gentlemen. Business compelling
his Lordship to return to town, the Rev, Father Moore remained in
Port Chalmers to entertain the rev. gentlemen until evening, when the
Bishop and Father Urowley arrived in u earriage and pair, which con-
veyed the party back to town at tho close of the ovening’s procecdings.
The Golden Age, the stenmer chartered for the oeccasion, hgd been
advertised to leave the Jetty ot 6.45 p.m., but long before that hour
streams of persons were seen wending theiv way to the wharf, and by
the appointed time the little craft was erowded from stem (o stern.
indeed, had a vessel of double the tonnage heen chartered, we foel

assured there would have been no spare reom. Tempted, no doubt,
by the enticing appesrance of the evening, in conjunction with the
powerful attraction of the Provineinl Brass Band, whose members
most gonerously gave theiy services, we feel cortnin very meny availed
themseives of the treat, who had not so intended, no less a sum thon
£10 being taken on the wharf just as the stenmer was ahout ta start.
Preciscly ut soven o’clock the order was given to cast off, and notwith-
standing that at the moment o number of ladies were gotting aboard,

the steamer moved pway from the Jetty, the Captain refusing point
blank to wait one moment longer. I'lie delay of but o few moments
would have avoided the leaving behind of a eouple of dozen, and we

think that on such an occasion such strict punctuality was rather aver-
atreiched. Howerver, it must be allowed that, strictly speaking, the
Captain hed right on his side; but no excuse can palliate the

language in which the refusel was conveyed. Tn one case Lis con-

duct was discourteous; in the other, it was positively dis-
gracefnl, As the little steamer morved down the river, the band
struck up “Come back to Erin,” to the no doubt intense discom-

Hture and ehagrin of those lining tho Jetty, who paying the penaliy of
their dilatoriness, had been left behind. At each landing stage be-

tween town and the Port stoppages were muode, and at each place a
considerable number was odded to those already on board.  When

the lights of the town becnme visible, rockets were fived to apprise the

townspeople of the approach of the steamer, and precisely one hour
from the time of starting the Golden Age touched the Old Pier. A

procession was formed, headed by the band, which marched to the

Assembly Rooms, but upon arrival thereat the new-comers found to

their dismay that every piece of vantage ground had been secuved by

the towns.folk, Iowever, good feeling and plensantry was the ordear

of the day-—or ruther evening—and ofter o deal of crushing and

crowding a few were accommodated with seats, the less favourod had

to be smtisfied with standing room, while not o few ' wnfortunates had

all the advantages of an outside view of the bunilding by moonlight.
His Lordship was accommodated with a chair to the side of the plat-

torm, the front row of seats, immediately at the foot of the stage,

being reserved for the clergymen. It is to be regretted that the coni-

mittee had not m ailed itself of the offer of the bonded store, most
kindly pleced at its service, for as far ss comfort is concernsd the

holdera of outside tickete had decidedly the advantage, though, of
course, deprived of the enjoyment of the concert. With regard to the

latter, the bill of fure was'a most enticing one, embracing songs, bal-

lads, glees, and recitations, and when we state that Mr. Sykes presided

at the piano, our readers may rest assured the entertainment was one

of no ordinary character. e regret thot pressure on our spuce does
not pormit. of our speaking ot such length of the performance as we
waould wish ; and, indeed, where all were so good, it were a difficult
matter Lo particularise. Although the programme was materially

different from thet submitted at the Masonic Hall, the ladies and

gentlemen who appeared on ezch occasion were the same; and

persons who were present at the former coneert will find little diffi-

culty in realising the success of Monday evening, when we mention
the naies of Mrs, Connor and Miss Hesford, and Messrs. Loughnan,

Connor, Carroll, Griffen, Cornish, and Lennon, as artongst those on the
programme.  'We cannot refrain, however, from making special men-
tiont of the feeling manver in which Mre. Connor rendered the pathetic
somg * Constance,” and the * Dear Little Shamrock” by Miss Hes-
ford ; as also the comic aris from Mozart’s “Le Nozze de Figaro,"”
by Mr Loughvan; but decidedly the gem of the cvening was the
duett of “*The Wind and the Harp,” between Mr and Myrs Conuor.
Mr Cornish favoured tho audience with Lady Dufferin’s plaintive song
“The Irish Emigrant” snd “You and 17 for whichk he reccived a
deserved encore. Master Scanlan, as at o former entertainment,
recited in an amusing style ** The Naughty Little Boy,” young and old
alike seeming to thoronghly enjoy tne pathetic recital of his mishaps.
The vecitation, by Master Alfred Norman, of the ** Eve of Waterloo,”
an item not inserted in the programme, but not the least attractive
one—was given in & clear, distiuct tone, and with elocutionary jndg-
ment and effect which might be studied with protit by older and more
pretentious speakers.

During the course of the entortsinment, his Lordship the Bishop
having ascended the platform, said :—* Ladies and gentlomen,—There
is no honour to be obtuined without trouble, and I confess my case is
not an exception to the general rule. I have been asked to address
those present, and my trouble is that I do not know what to say. I

must, however, thank all those who by their presence hete to-night
have rendered assistance to the object for which the enfertainment has
buen givonj and I also think that those ladies snd gentlsmen who
have come suchk o distance bto help the good work, and to give us
fuch o pleasnnt evening, are entitled to our heartiest thanks, T will
not eny more, ns I have but little doubt you would all derive far more
pleasure from a continuation of the music than in listening to
any sloguence from me.”” His Lordship then resumed his seat amidat
eries of “ No; no”

We have been asked to return thanks to the members of the
Provincial Band for their generous nnd valuable services, nud we do
50 the more heartily, knowing that great ap sttraction as the Moon-
light Excursion was decmed, it would have been shorn of much of its
aftractiveness had the Band not been on bosrd. We have not heard
the exact amount realised by the entertainment, but have but little
deubt n most respectable sum has been netied to form the nuclsus of
8 building fund.
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VICTORIOUS NELSON.
30 after all Otago has been beat hollow in the matter of education,
The * Daily Times' rmust now draw jn his horns, and cease his baasting
about the superiovity of the expensive Otugo “eystem.” The best pri-
mary school in Nelson is under elerieal and Catholie direction ; the
best, callege for higher education in the Colony is under derical direc-
tion—that of the Rev, Mr Simmonds, in Nelson, What will the
“seculars™ say to thia? What the clericals have done for education
in Neloos mey sarely bo done by clericals in other parts of the Colony,

Pazaram Qur MERGIT FRRAT,

THE ‘TABLET" MILITANT.

THE POEE A MAZoN.

A 900D man struggling with advevsity is, it is said, a sight on which
the gods wight look with plessure. In like wanmer it may be suid that
a small journal like the NEW ZEALAND Tasirr, puffering under the
united attacks of 50 many abla and poweriul Protestant contempora-
ret in the Province of Otago, is a spectacle sll honest and sincere
lovers of truth and justice may look en with interest, You ave fishting
the battle of right, justice, common sense, aud the Church against
heavy odds. The ‘ Times,’ ¢ Guardian,’ * Star,’ and ¢ Bruce Herald® are
all duing their utmost to prove the Pope and you in the wrong, and
t'iat Pio Nono, after all, has been & member till recently of thut un-
blessed Masonic body which his predecessots have denounced, and
which he limagelf has also formally condemnad in the strongost lan-
guage as “The Synugogue of Satan.” Your contemporaries are
blinded by their anti-Catholic prejudices to such » degree us to loge sight
of common decency and common sense—we may almost say of common
honesty. They would persuade themselves and others that Pius the
IX, is either an egragious and shameiess hypocrite or a drivelling fool,
instead of being what he is well known to De—n man of a-clear intels
lect and unimpeachable honor. The ovil-doer ever suspects evil in his
neighbor, ‘Lhe motive for attempting to prove the Pope to have con-
tinued a Masou tili he was formally expelied the fraternity eannot be a
good one. Such ap attempt beara absurdity and malice on it very head
an{ tront.  Your Otago contemporaries have not heard the last of this
sbrange story, to which they have lent so greedy on ear, Pin them to
their words. Shame them, if that be in this case possible. The igno-
rant and bigotted traducer of the Pope and the Catholic Chureh is,
indeed, very hard to shame, He is ususlly a brazea-fuced traducer,
Ho “knows 1ot what he says nor whersof he affirmis ” about Qutholie
principles and characters, but speoks at random, and without adequats
examination. Like the curkoo, he repsuts, almost mechavically or by
instinet, what others of his kidoey say. Une of the most hopeful sizns
for the Catholic Church in Dunedin and this Colony generully ia the
anxiety of the Protestant Fress to hold you up as the defender of intol-
lerance and bigotry, and to prove Dr. Maran an * aggressive Bishop.”
They either know not the import of their terms, or they refuss to
understand what Catholics reuliy believe, in their political any more
than their veligious creeds.  But you are instructing them. True, thuy
are perverae pupils, and it will go irard with you to muke much of them
for u time ; but they are at lesst not indifferent in the matter, ond that
is a grent thing. RBetter un honest, bigoted oppouent, enger to confute
you, than 8 man who shows o stoical npathy to your views, when pub-
lished. Indifference is the hardest nud most stubborn soil on which
the defender or propagator of truth has to work, and yon may be
thankful that your Protestant contemporaries are anything but indif-
ferent to your teaching. They have long heen in the bubit of believing
and representing the Catholic Church s oppousad to u trse Press, to free
thought, and free enquiry, aswell &8 to Lle Bible. Thay begin to find
out thelr misiake. Cabhwolice fear not, but court fair and te.nperate
controveray on all their principles, civil or religious. You are not
afraid to outer the lists single-huauded agninst the formidable array of
Prolestuat journalists in Dunedin, The public, both Oathoiic nnd
Protesiant, are spectaiors of the exciting controversial tournament, and
no doubt, in the chivalrous spirif of old Hires, ery out “ God apeed the
right.” Your conteroporaries ave obviously ina fix : they must ecither
treat you with contemptuous silence, nud let you pursue your “ pro=
pagundism” umnolestad, which they doubtless regard as dangerous to
* 1he Protestant cause™ in this rapid age, and in the present inguisitive
temper of the Profestant mind, or they must oppose iu the hope of
confuting you and destroying your inflnence. T'his latter course they
select, and it shows cournge and congistency in them to doso. Depend
upen it, your Frotestunt contemporaries are sound at heart, good wmen
and stsuncly, und only require more self*knowledge and Catholic teach-
ing to bring them into the right way. .

Pope Pius 1X. is a genunine Reformer, and, 3a such, a genuine ad-
voeate of the newspaper Press. Mren the lttle TaBLET is not

beneath Lis patronising influence. In the course of an encouraging



