
Wblearn from the localpapers that anew bellhas been hung ina temporary tower constructed for the purpose, at the Catholic""' L/ttc"on- Ifchas beenmanufacturedby Mr John Anderson,of Christchurch, and is said to be of good tone—heavy, rich and
SSt^tt I*B,.to(:al COBt> delusive of all necessary fixings, has been±.70. We beheveit is the intention of themembers of the church tobuild a bell-tower at no distant date,aplanof which is now in thehands of the committee.

We notice by advertisementinanother columnthat Mr J P Arm-strongis to re-deliver his lecture entitled"Wanderings in Americaand Australia, in the Temperance Hall, on Wednesday evening.-The proceedsare tobe devotedto a charitablepurpose, and from thewell-known powers of humor of the lecturer,there canbe little doubtbut that the entertainment will bean interesting one, and realise ahandsome sum for the object for which it is tobe delivered.
The unprecedented^high ratesruling for all kinds of butchersmeats are not, it wouldseem, conGned to this Province. From allparts of theColony the complaint is the same, insomeparts therebeing absolutely a famine. InGreymouth, not only are the pricesenormouslymexcess of the ordinaryterms,butmost of the butchershaveclosed their shops,and given up business altogether. At the" â cJ^8'afc Ho3iitilca. the lowest prices obtainedwere 555.per 100 lbs., whilst some of themeatsold reached as high as 70s forthe same quantity. When itisremembered that that was the whole-sale price—and amargin shouldbe allowed for its sale by retail—ourreaders willform some idea of itsprice to consumers. The worst ofit is that, according to all accounts, there is little chance of its declinefor two or three months at least,whilst thero is a great likelihoodofits advancing on thepresent exorbitantandruinous rates With suchastateof affairs, and themodest demandsmade upon those who donot possess a fig-tree of their own under which to shelter thestruggling colonisthas rather a hardtussle to make bothends meet.
It has been often asserted that "two of a trade could neveragree, and a belief in its correctness will scarcely be shaken onperusal of the following. There seems to be a slight diversity ofopinion between theFijian organs regarding thebenefitsof annexa-tion. Ihe Times says :-«Notwithstanding the temporarysuspen-

sion of Great Britain's final decisionuponthis, to us,vital "point wehaveno fear whateveras to the tiltimatcresult. The fact of so highandexperienced a functionary as Sir Hercules Hobinsonhaving beendirected to visit the kingdom, with a view to explainmatters to theKing and chiefs, is in itself sufficiently indicative that the HomeGovernment do notby anymeansabandonthe idea;but thata modi-iication of termsonly is lookedfor. Annexation isbut a question oftime, and a short time only;and we shall soon see Britain's gloriousflag wavingocr a country whichmay be yet destinedto become oneof the brightest jewels in her diadem." The <Frji Argus' thusraves:-"Do our readers know what this means? Do theyunderstand themild supervision to which they are to be subiected?-.1fch^T,aYare of wliat is in store for them if a military ant-crat,withabsolute power of despotism, takes uphis residencein Govern-ment House.Levuka, to ride them «severely ?' Have theyever heardof freedom destroyed, lands confiscated, ruinconsummated bytyrantstosuit a whim or conserve a caprice? Letus beupanddoing, forassuredly they will regret the annexation cry whenitis too late
"

The schooner Pearl, which arrived at Aucklandfrom Fiii onMonday,brought a special despatch, announcing the cession of theislands,and that the British flag had been formallyhoisted on the10thmat The terms of cession were concluded and signed as farback as the 30th ult., at Nasova,which is situatedat twomiles dis-tance from Levuka. The chief Maafu, who is next m power andauthority to theKing, hadnofc,at the departureof thePearl declaiedwhichcausehe wouldespouse,but theprevailing opinionwas thathewould offer no opposition Sir HerculesRobinson had gone to theWindward Islands, where Maafu resides, with the view of getting hissignature to the act of cession, giving orders that theexisting form ofgovernmentshouldnot be disturbeduntilhis return.Contbakt toall expectation,it wouldappear that the young girlwho was so murderouslyassaulted atInvercargill,some time since israpidly approaching convalescence. The 'Southland Times
'

says
—"

Our readers willbe glad to learn that there is now everyhope of thecomplete recovery of the young girl Mary Hall, who was somurderously assaulted some months ago by the manBrennan She►"s now,and has been for the last ten days, able to walk about herroom,and upand down the stairs, without any support, ancl also toenjoy an occasional short promenadein the verandah;and notwithstanding the murderous maltreatment which she received there isnow no reasonto suppose thatshe will,asformerlyconjectured,remainaburden toherself, her friends,or the community."
Ifany doubtexists intheminds of our readers as to the weightcarrying powers of Celestials, the following, from the 'KeeftonCourier, will set the matter at rest—" One day last week,a partyofEuropeanminers living about eight miles fromEeefton, called tenders for packing provisions from Cronadin to their hut,a distanceofabout five miles. A tenderwasreceivedfroma Chinamanwhoundertook tocarry the required loading at a rateof one shilling per cwtand stipulated that each load should not weigh less that 4cwt'W henit isunderstood that 3 cwt. is considered to be a good load for=a pack-horse we arcunable toimagine what sort of stuff Chinamenaremade of.
The Governmenthas received, per Tararua, a telegram from theAgent-General, dated the 7thof October, which advises that the following immigrant ships saUed dtiringSeptember:-Cospatrick, with420 souls, for Auckland; Geraldine Paget, with698, for Canterbury "

Clarence, with340, forNapior; Carnatic, with 290, for Marlborough "
Crusader, with 370, for Canterbury; Dilhare3, with 370 for Axick'land; Margaret Galbraith,with 130, and the Nelson, with 330 forOtago.

'

Amonument is to be erected to Horace Greeley manufacturedfrommelted typemetal. Itis expected ifc will be inposition beforotne end of the year.
Itis the intentionof MrP.J. Smyth tobring in during the nextparliamentary session, abill to repeal the act of Union.Nicaragua discourages banditti, by administering two hundredlashes to those whoare captured.
Thehigh priceof coffeeinEuropelias compelledmany familiesmEurope to do -without it." Over 20,000 people assembled at Hackney, London, not lon<rsince, topromoto the -work of Catholic total abstinence.The DukeDecazes is said tohave formally denied to theMadridGovernment, the reports thatFrancehad favored theCarlists.August 4th was the coldest morning everknown inAmerica Themercurym themorning registered 46.The French Government is building at Toulon two iron-cladcruisers which are intended to have a speed of 18 miles anhour,andcarry 27 guns each.
Abouta ton of ice is used every night to cool the air that ispumpedmto the HouseofCommons. The airis filteredand renderedabsolutely pure.
A man travels roundinEngland exhibitinghimself at fairs whowithhis hands tiedbehindhim,kills a certainnumber ofrats withina given time withhis teeth.
The Bishopof Orleanshas appointedanecclesiasticalcommissionfor the purpose of taking preliminary steps towards the canonizationof Joan or Arc.
Mr Disraeli said in the House of Commons, on the night ofAugust 5, thathowever tranquilmaybe the stateofEurope, thereare

agencies at workpreparing great disturbances. [We knowother placesfar removed from Europewhere the same tactics are in operation.]A new Catholicpaper is projectedinChicago, UnitedStates.
~*

Severalcanalboats inAmerica have female captains,
x. «£^ military expensesof Germany for the year1874, is estimatedat db34,000,000.

A steamer on theHudson recently steamed twenty-eightmiles inonehour.
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aris hes 68>000 d°gs» and their owners contributed last year£25,000 to the city,by way of tax.

*
It has been computed that £1,200,000 worth of sugar wasdestroyed by the recent floodinLousiana.
The Italian police have discovered a secret deposit of arms inRavenna,andseized five chests of rifles.
Eighty one arrests were recently made in Marseilles ofpersonsformerly connected with theParis Commune.
Large numbers of religious associations of Catholic workingniencalled
" circles," are springing upalloverFrance.One of the last of the Iroquois tribe in Indiana was killedrecentlyby being run over while ina state of helpless intoxicationArrangements have been made for a pilgrimage of EnglishCatholics to the shrine of St.Edmundof Canterbury,atPontigny,in

Embarrassmentsbetween theUnited States ancl ChineseGovern-ments are likely to arise from the action of certain United StatesIofficers, who tookpart in the Japanese expedition againstFormasaIhedaughter ofaGreekbrigand, who had acquiredanimmensefortunem Insprofessionhas just completed hereducation inLondonand isabout to appear inEuropeanSociety as the PrincessPetko
'

Stockton, California, is afllicted by a plague of spiders Theyhang pendant from awnings, lattice work, trees and fences " theyenterhouses with all the confidenceof invitedguests, and atnight
insert theirpoisonous fangs in the sleepinginmates.Kochefort's paper 'Le Lanterne,' recently revived in Londonunder the title of KochofortChronique,' has been slipping surreoti"tiously into circulation at Paris, through the Post office, in the foldsof a journalcalled the 'Foresters' Journal.'A curious deputationwaiteduponHisHoliness the Pope to congratulatehim uponhis attaining his eiglity-third year. The deputation consisted ot eighty-three maidens,ranging from one year oldBellson sheepare said to have the effect of not onlykeeping offdogs, but wildanimals. " l °

InSwitzerlandallsmokers andsnuff-takers vnder 18 years ofaep
arcpunished by fine. °
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ris recently in England, the large sum of£2000 waspaid for an eight months' roancalf."The Japanese Government nowhas amint, with all the lafcoshandmost unprovedmachinery in operation.Over one million anda half of property has beenlost on theAmerican Lakes since the introductionof steam.England and Scotland are said to contain 600,000 habitualdrunkardsofbothsexes. «*"-u.uhj.

Itrequiresthe entire services of a clerk in the treasury demrtmentat Washington to attend to the applications for leavenoV-a-days.
t " iA,*?° cl<:dicafcio5)

of *he sliS° Cathedral therewere present14Irish,1American, 1Canadian, and4English prelatesFreemasons are gnashing their teethat theAustrian Governmenton account of the latter having forbidden the establishment ofMasoniclodges. or
According to the last census the total number of deaf and duinHpersonsin the colonyis 47, and thatofblind 66TheNew York'World' says :-'■MrCashelHoey,a journalisticEnglish barrister,has beenmade a Knight of the Order of Pius IX

"
Domenico Governaton, foster brotherofPius IX.stilllivesin'h'i*nativeplace. Heis a poor,but intelligent peasantTheOrder of the Good Shepherd established for thereclamationoffallen womenat present comprises about one hmdred and sixtyhouses, and fivd thousand sisters, who are actively engaged in thigood worK.
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The Fiensh fleet now in Q ebec is the first that has visitedthatplace s.nce its surrender to0-reatBritain. i


