
IRISH AFFAIRS.
Fbom the admirable letterof the Irish correspondentof the « Boston■Pilot,'weclip the following :—:

—
People generally look out for a calm;and were we to take theadvice of o«r Englishneighbors, we wouldbe in a deadcalm at thepresentmoment. Nationalpolitics, weare told by theEnglish Pressmust be buried for ever,if this unhappycountry is to become pros'

perous. We are told toget sense, and commence attending to busi-ness;to give up ""
HomeKule illusions," and become practical Ibelieveit is a generally understood fact, thatnonationia the world isbetter up'in thepreaching line thanEngland;and we cannot blameher newspapers if, for thepurpose of teachingus the waywe shouldgo,they havediverged fromthe pathoftruth, which, as a rule, is nottroddtn by theBritish Press. Our members arenow recommendedto■attendto busmess. A short time ago acomplaint was made in theJiouse ofCommons, that the Irish members were "

monopolisinc the"business of thesession." InnopreviousParliamentfor the lastthirtyyears have the Irish members been so active, or attended to theirduties so faithfully;yet they are told to mindtheir business. They--"nould also, tomake thingsplain,and to save trouble,be told what

ANNEXATION OF THE FIJIISLANDS.
Mb W. M'Abthub then moved

— "
That this House is gratified to

learn that.HerMajesty's Government have yielded to the unanimous
requests of thechiefs, nativepopulation,and white residents ut Fiji for
annexation to thiscountry, so far as to direct Sir Hercules Robinson,
to proceedto thoseislands witha view to the accomplishment of that
object." The motion was seconded by Mr Bail " Oochrane, but op-
posedby Sir C. Dilke, who moved, as an aineii. icnt

—
"That this

House consider that,havingregard to the existence in thecase ofFiji
of difficulties causedby the necessity of

'
subjugating' andremoving

20,000 ferocious mountaineers, and by the fact that domestic slavery
ispronouncedbyCommodoreG-oodenough andConsulLayard,in their
report, to be ' the foundation of social order

'
inFiji, itisnecessary

that great caution should be used in approaching the subject ofan-
nexation." Sir F. Goldsmid seconded the amendment, contending
thatnoproofhadbeenadduced that there was anything approaching
to a unanimousdesire on thepart of the chiefs, nativepopulationand
white residents for annexation. Mr Gladstone having expressedhis
regret that the Governmenthad not at once statedtheir views on the
subject, observed that the motion, if carried, wouldcommitthe House
toannexation

—
not at the instance of the responsibleMinisters of the

Crown, butby the voluntary andgratuitous act of aprivate member.
He objected to this, andhe also demurred to beingcalled upon to ex-
presshis gratification when, on the contrary, the animating sentiment
ofhis mind was oueof vexationat whathe regarded as anunwise pro-
ceeding. The question was in many of its aspects surrounded with
difficulty, andpossibly might lead to financial and other complications
similar to those which we had already encounteredin New Zealand.
MrJ.Lowther stated that the Government could give nosanction to
themotion,andconsequently recomendedthat itshouldbe withdrawn.
Thequestion wasonewhichproperly belonged to the responsible Min-
isters of the crown, andhe assured the House thatunder no circum-
stances would the Government undertake the administration of the
affairsof any country in which slavery wasallowed toprevail. If the
cessionofEiji shouldever take place itmust be on virtually uncondi-
tional terms. If, however, the session of the Fiji Islands ever took
place,it wouldbe determinedby the Government on their ownrespon-
sibility, and withoutany attempt to make Parliament responsiblefor
their acts. At the same time the House might rest satisfied that the
utmost caution would be exercised. Mr Knatchbull-Hugessen was
satisfied with the assurance of the Under Secretary that the Govern-
ment wouldproceedwithcaution, andrecommended that the question
should be left in their hands. Sir W. Lawson,inan amusing speech,
protested against theHouse of Commons being calledupou at such a
moment toconsidersuch a question. The House was wornout with
a session the firstportion of which wasdevoted to the discussionof a
billto regulatepublic-houses,andthe second portiontoabill toregulate
public worship Uuder these circumstances they were asked to annex
a country in which there were 20,000 ferocious hill cannibals and
150,000 convertedcannibal Methodists, between whomanissue would
be raised as to whether the 20,000 hill cannibals were to cab the
150,000 convertedMethodists, or thelatter were to destcoy the former.
After a lew words from Mr Mundella in favor of the motion, Mr
M'Arthur expressed his willingness to withdraw it,but to this Sir C.
Dilkeobjected. Eventually the House divided,and the amendment
of the lion, baronet having been rejected by 81 to 28 the original
motionwas negatived withouta division*

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Saturday, Oct. 24,1874.]

A REMARKABLE SIGN.
Somb short time agoIwas struck onreading a letter in 'Lloyd'sLondonWeekly Journal,'by the editor,on theclaims whichthereli-
gious society of Catholic ladies, 'The Little Sisters of thePoor," hadon the support of theProtestant public No Catholic pencouldpos-sibly haveshownoff the minds of those pious ladies,nor advocatedtheir cause better than was done by the popular and radical Pro-extant writer. Hispaperhas a wide circulationamong the working
"?i

E,nSland- The English,after aU,area just andfair-dealingpeople, whenyouonce getto the right sideof them, and where theyFLTIh?neaty- The letter,it is true, was somewhat of a sensa-tS- ,' an<? *he Dickenß style. The writer painted, in a verygraphic and artistic manner, theheroic charity of these good Beli-giousandservantsof thepoor. Theymade nodistinction ofcreed or
country " the Jewand theChristian were equally the objectsoftheirtender care. Theyare organisedfor the purpose oflodging, clothing,and teedmg the very aged poor of bothsexes,and sick and destitutecniiclren. lhey havenoregular moneyincome. They beg for theirclients— go out daily to collect food for them fromthe houses of the#£ ? t0 get wLati9left from tho table, and carry it home,xney have a regular largecommissariatestablishment for thispurpose,and theymanageitall themselves. Ionce visited oneof theirhousesin ijondon;it was a fine establishment. On myexpressing someastonishment at the size of the place, and asking where the fundscame from, seeing the Catholicsin Englandare so few andpoor, theLady Superiorsaid, "Oh, we.beg;for ourpoor we go everywhere;get much in Ireland,and all creeds helpus. The rich Jews in thecity are among our most generous patrons. Of course,they do notcarefor our religion,but theyadmWour humanity." Itisbyactssuch-as these that Protestantprejudiceis disarmedandtheCatholicChurch
triumphs. Charity conquers all.

'
Laic

their duties are, and the Government might also mention what mea-
sures they wouldsupport,and those they wouldoppose. This wouldbe legislation-made-eaty,and would take a vastamount of troubleoutof the hands ofourIrish representatives.

Publicpeoplewere almost beginning to forget thatthe cross-beams
at the end of Sackville street marked the spot where, ten years ago,
the fouudation-stoneof theO'Connellmonument was laid. lamhappy
tobe able toannounce that the statue is no.w almost finished,and will
be erected early in the coming year,which will be the centenary ofthebirthof theLiberator". Itis singular, too, that our LordMayorfor 1875 will be same gentleman who, in 181)4, Jaid the foundation-
stone of themonument. This is AldermanPeter Paul M'Sweeney, whohas followed,inan unassuming way,in the footstepsof the 'Tribune/and onwhom the duty ofunveiling the Btatue willvery appropriately
fall. Itis said that the statue is the grandest workofPoley's life,and
the masterpieceof his genius.

Intemperancehns this weekled to thecommissionofa crime whichwas thought by all wouldhave placed anunhappy father in the posi-tionof murdering his own daughter. Indeed,itis not certain yecbut
thathe will standin the dock charged with that heinous offence. OnSaturdayevening, amannamed Anderson, a shoemaker, whohadbeenincessantlydrinking for a fortnight, toldhis daughter he wanted apint
of porter. Tuere was no money, and nothing to raise money on,
except anoldmetalpot. Anderson told his youngestdaughter to go
out and sell the pot for twopence. The mother, whowasintoxicated,
wishedto sendinstead anoldcloak;but the elder sister wouldnotlettheyoungerout ac ail, saying she was too shabby to go out into the
street. She locked thedoor, andendeavored to takethe pot fromher
mother's hand. The father now procured a knifemcd inhis trade,
and stabbed the daughter in theneck. She was immediately conveyed
to the Hospital,and it is understood that her life is in imminent
danger. The unhappy man, when brought up at the Police Court,
expressedgreat contrition, and averred that the stabbing was acci-
dental. The mother was also charged with being drunk, but
wasdischarged by themagistrate, who doubtless wasof the opinion
that the pangs ofconscience will bo far greater than anypunishment
he could inflict.
Iregret to say that there is no occasionfor congratulating theIrish farmers on the harvest prospects. The hay crop has been a

miserable failure, and wheat, oats,andbarley will certainly be deficientin yield, owing to the dry weather. Potatoes are quiteup, if nob
beyond the average,and as yetare inexcellentquality. Horses huve
becomeextremelycheap, owingto the scarcity of fodder.

THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR.
Thk followingletfer, writtenbyBlanchard Jerrold, son of the cele-bratedDouglas Jerrold,aProtestantgentleman,and editor of'Lloyd'sIJewtpaper,1bears testimony to themarvellous labours of thoseminis-teringangels, theLittle Sisters of thePoor. The house establishedinLondon is anoffshoot of the parent house in Paris, which has wonm^mr

n
commendation :— "To theEditor of the 'Morning Post.— Sir,—

Will yougrant your sometime « LondonPoor ' and
"
Poor ofParis

'
-commissioner a littlespace inyour journal to plead the cause of theintrepidLittle Sisters of thePoor,whose lives are spent indaily hero-«ms ? Itwas in yourcolumns that1was privileged to describe theJiouse in which thesesisteraareperpetually nursing and feeding some-iOO old men and women, depending for food and clothing on therestes which they are able tocollect from house to house. Many ofyour readersmust havenoticed twosisters hastening through Londonetreets ina coveredcart. These are the messengersfrom St.Joseph'sHouse, Portobello-roadBayswater, who collect the broken victualsand bear them home to feed the old men and women whom theyhove taken under their care. Beit known that thoLittle Sisters of"thePoor eat only after their wrinkledprotegeshave feasted. Not the-crumbs from therich man's table are theirs, but the odd crusts andtones which remain after Lazarus, stretching his leg3, has Baid,Enough. Iremember it was with eyes brimming over with tearsthatIlooked upon the Little Sisters' refectory. Pitchers of pureyater,moundsof unsightly morsels of bread,scraps of cheese, thesefurnished forth the banquetof the Christian heroines for whomIaskyou space to plead again to-day. They arein debt for their house.A heavy mortgageisrotting theholy roof-tree they haveraisedover acrowd of greyheads,that but for themwould not haveeven Chatter-tons shelter, a slate between them and the thunder-cloud- Patient
■ comforters in the vestibule ofdewtbtoeucceasivehundredsof forgotten
*nd destitute old men and women— comforters, whose angel hand«mooth alike thepillow ofJew andChristian— they hayeturned tome,because it wasmy privilegeto helpthem throughyouyearsago;andthey have beggedme to interpret theprayer theyaddress to the manytender-heartedpeople whoseeyes fall upon your columns. Not forthemselves, who eat from the outcasts1plates, but for ago and help-lessness sheltered in their holy arms, they plead; and tonone whowll take the trouble of visiting St.Joseph's House will they,Iamquite certain, plead invain. Ifa few ladies wouldundertakea bazaar,or would collect among their friends, the LittleSistersof thePoorwould soonhave ahouse free from debt.—lhave thehonor toremain,air, your faithful servant, Bjoanchabd Jbbbold. Reform Clubidune 26.
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