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A REMARKABLE SIGN.

SoME ghort time ago I was struck on reading a letter in ¢ Lloyd's
London Weekly Journal,’ by the editor, on the S 1aime which ¢ho seli.
grous society of Catholic ladies, * The Little Sisters of the Posr,” had
on the support of the Protestant public.: No Catholic pen could pos-
ﬂlltl.bl'y have shown off the minds of those pions ladies, mor advocnted
their cause better than was done by the popular and radical Pro-
astant writer. His paper Lhas s wide cironlntion among the working
men lof England. The Eunglish, sfter all, are o just and fajr-dealing
People, when you onece get to the right side of them, and where they
:[30 rleal_ honesty. The .let.ter, it is true, was somewhat of a sensp-
tonal kind, and the Dickens style. The writer painted, in a very
graphic and artistic manner, the heroic charity of these good Reli-
gious end servants of the poor. They made no distinetion of creed or
country 3 the Jew and the Christian wero equally the objects of their
te!ildgr care. They are organised for the purpose of lodging, clothing,
a:lliil ceding the very aged poor of both sexes, and sick and destitute
Ll' dren. They have no re]%ular money income. They beg for their
clients—go out daily to collect food for thern from the houses of the
i{eh, or seek to get what ialeft from tho table, and carry it home.
hoy have a regular larpe commissariat establishment for thispurpose,
and they manage it all themselves. I once visited one of ther houses
in London; it was & fine establishment. On my expressing some
astonishment at the size of the place, and aeking where the funds
g:.me from, seeing the Catholics in England ave so few and poor, the
ady Buperior said, “Oh, we beg: for our Ppoor we go everywhere ;
get much in Iveland. and all creeds help us. The rich Jews in the
city are among our most generous patrons. Of course, they do not
care for our religion, but they adulire our humunity.” It is by acts such
-2 these that Protestant prejudice is disarmed and the Catholic Church
triumphs. Charity conquers ail. ) Lale.

THE LI’I‘TLE-SISTERS OF THE POQOR.

Tax following letter, written by Blanchard Ferrold, son of the cele-
brated Douglrs Jerrold, a Protestant gentleman, and editor of * Lloyd's
Newspaper,’ bears testimony to the marvellous labours of those minis-
tering angels, the Little Sisters of the Poor. The house established in
London is an offshoot of the parent houss in Paris, which hae won
gener_al commendation :~-*Ta the Editor of the * Morning Post.—Sir,
~Will you grant your sometime * London Poor® and * Poor of Parie *
-comtuissioner a little space in your journal to plead the cawse of the
!ntregni Little Bisters of the Poor, whose lives are spent in daily herv-
sms? It was in your columus that 1 was privileged to desoribe the
Pouse in which these sistera are perpetuatly nursing and feeding some
200 old men and women, depending for food and clothing on the
restes which they are able to collect from house to house, Many of
your renders must have noticad two sisters hastening through London
streets in & covered cart. These are the messengers from St. J ozeph's
House, Portobello-rond Bayswater, who collect the broken victuals
snd bear them home to féed the old men snd women whom they
hove taken under their care. Bo it known that the Littlo Sistors of
-the Poor eat only sfter their wrinkled profeges have fensted. Not the
erumbs from the rich man’s table are theirs, but the odd crusts and
Eoues “'hff’h remain after Lazarus, stretching his legs, has said,
Enough” T remember it was with eyes brimming over with tears
that I looked upon the Little 8istors’ refectory, Pitchers of pure
‘water, mounds of unsightly moreels of bread, seraps of cheese, these
furnished forth the banquet of the Christian heroines for whom I ask
.you space to plead again to-day. They are in debt for their house.
A heavy mortgage is rotting the holy rouf-trae they have raised over &
cro:vd of grey heads, that but for them would not have even Chatier-
ton's shelte!'. aslate between them and the thunder-cloud. Patjent
-comforbel:s in the vestibule of deuth to euccessive hundreds of forgotten
and destitute old men and women—comforters, whose angel hand
emooth slike the pillow of Jow and Christian—they haye tarned to me,
because it was my privilege to help them through you years ngo ; and
they have begged me to interpret the prayer they address to the many
tender-hearted people whose eyos fall upon your columns. Not for
themselves, who eat from the outcasts’' plates, but for age and help-
lessness sheltered in their holy arms, they plead; and to none who
will take the trouble of visiting St. Joseph's House will they, I am
quite certain, plead in vain. If a few ladies would undortake bazaar,
or would collect among their fricuds, the Little Sisters of the Poor
would scon have a house frec from debt.—I have the hongr to remain,

8ir, your faithful servant, BLANCEARD JERROID, Reform Club
~-June 26,"
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IRISH AFFAIRS.

Fuou the admirable letter of the Irish correspiondent of the *©
Filot,’ we clip the following :— Pondent of the * Boston

_People generally look out for a calm ; and were we to take the
-advieo of our English neighbors, we would be in a dead calm st the
present moment,  Nationsal polities, we are told by the Eunglish Press
must be buried for ever, if this unhappy couatry is to become pros:
porous. We ore told to get sense, and commencs attending to busi-
mees; to give up “ Home Rule illusions,” aud become practical. I
believe it in  generally understood fact, that no nution iy the world is
“‘ better up” in the preaching line than Englatd ; and we cannot blame
her newspapers if, for the purpose of teuching us the way we should
€0, they have diverged from the path of truth, which, as 3 rule, is not
trodden by the Brilish Press. Our members are now recommanded to
attend to business. A short time ago & complaint was made in the
Houne of Commans, that the Irish members were » monopolising the
business of the sestion,” In mo previous Parlinment for the last thirty
years have ‘the Irish members been so active, or attended to their
duties so faithfully ; yot they are told to mind their business, They
-#hould aleo, to make things plaju, sud to save trouble, be told what

their duties are, and the Government might niso mention what mea.
sures they would support, and those they would oppose. This would
be legislation-made-easy, and would toke n vast amount of trouble out
of the hands of our Irish representatives,

Publie people were almost beginning to forget that the cross-heans
at the end of Sackville atreet marked the epot where, ten years ago,
the fonudation-stone of the (’Conanell monument was laid. T'am happy
to be able to announce that the status is now alinost finished, and will
be erected early in the coming year, which will be the centenary of
the birth of the Liberator. It is singular, toe, that our Lord Mayor
for 1875 will be snme gentleman who, in 1864, lajd the foundation-
stone of the monument. his is Alderman Peter Paul M‘Sweeney, who
has followed, in sn unassuming way, in the footsteps of the  Tribune,’
and on whom: the duty of unveiling the statue will very appropriately
foll. Tt is suid that the statue is the grandest work of Foley’s life, and
the masterpieco of his genins,

Intemperance has this week led to the commission of a crime which
wes thought by sl would have placed an unhappy father in the posi-
tion of murdering his own daughter. Indeed, it is not certain yec bu
that he will stand in the dock charged with that heinous offence. On
Saturday evening, a man named Anderson, a shoemaker, who had been
1ncessantly drinking for a forinight, teld his daughter he wanted a pint
of porter. Tucre was mo money, and nothing to raise money on,
except an old metul pot. Anderson told his youngest daughter to go
out and sell the pot for twopence. The mother, who was intoxicated,
wished to send instead an old cloak ; but the clder sister wounld not let
the younger out ak all, saying she was too shabby to go out into the
street. She locked the door, and endeavored to take the pot from her
mother’s hand, The father now procured a knife nsedin his trade,
and stubbed the daughter in the neck. She was immediately conveyed
to the Hoepital, ond it is understood that her life is in imminent
danger. The unlappy man, when brought up at the Police Court,
expressed great contrilion, and averved that the stabbing was acei-
dental. The mother wos sleo charged with being drunk, but
was discharged by the mogistrate, who doubtless was of the opinion
that the pangs of conscience will be far greater than any punishment
he could inflict.

Tregret to say that there is no occasion for congratulating the
Irish farmers on the harvest prospects, The hay crop has been s
miserable failure, and wheat, oats, and barley will certainly be deficient
io rield, owing to the dry weather. Potutoes are quite up, if not
beyond the nverage, und s yet nre in excellent quality. Horses have
become extremely cleap, owing to the scarcity of fodder.

ANNEXATION OF THE FLJI ISLANDS.

M=z W. M'ArrEUE then moved—*' That this House is gratified to
leare that Her Majesty’s Grovernment have yielded to the mnanimous
requests of the chiefs, natire population, and white residents ut Fiji for
annexution to this country, so far as to direct Sir Hercules Robinsow
to proceed to those islands with a view to the sccomplishmeut of that
object.” The motion was seconded by Mr Bail'” - Cochraune, but op-
posed hy Sir C. Dilke, who moved, as an amen. iwat—That this
House consider that, having regard to the existence in the case of Fiji
of difficalties caused by the mecessity of *subjugating’ and removing
20,000 ferocious mountaineers, and by the fact that domestic slavery
18 pronounced by Commodore Goodenough and Consul Layard, in their
report, to be °the foundation of social order’ in Fiji, it is necessary
that great caution should be uwsed in approaching the subject of an-
pexation.” 8ir F. Goldsmid seconded the amendment, countending
that no proof had been adduced that there was anything approaching
to 8 unanimous desive on the part of the chiefs, native population and
white residents for annexation. Mr Gladatons having expressed his
regret that the Grovernment had not at once atated their views on the
subject, observed that the motion, if carried, would commit the Hounse
to sunexstion—not a6 the instance of the responsible Ministers of the
Crown, but by the voluntary snd gratuitous act of a private member,
He objected to this, and hie also demurred to being called upon to ex«
press his gratification when, on the contrary, the animating sentiment
of his mind was cue of vexution st what he regarded as an unwise pro-
ceeding. The question was in many of its aspects surrounded with
difficelty, and possibly might lead to fnancial and other complications
sirgilar to those whish we lad already encountered in New Zzaland.
Mr J. Lowther stated that the Gtovernment could give no sanction to
the motion, and consequently recomended that it should be withdrawn,
The guestion was one which properly belonged to the responsible Min-
istors of the crown, and he assured the House that under uo circum-
stances would the Clovernment undertake the administration of the

alfaiva of any country in which slavery wus allowed to prevail. If the

cession of Eiji should ever tuke place it must be on virtually uncondi-

tional terme. If, however, the cession of the Fiji Islandas ever took

plece, it would be determined by the Government on their own respon-
sibility, and without any attempt to make Parliament responsible for

their acts. At the same time the House might rest satistied that the

utmost caution would be exercised, Mr fnntchbull-Hugessen wa3s

patisfied with the nssuramce of the Under Secretary that the Govern-

ment would procesd with eaution, and recommended that the question

should be left in their hands. Sir W. Lawson, in an amusing speech,

protested against the House of Commons being oulled upon at such a
moment t0 consider such a question. The House was worn out with
a session the firet portion of which was devated to the discussion ot u

bill to regulate public-houses, and the second portion to a bill to rezuiate

public worship Under these circumatances they were nsked to annex

& country in which there were 20,000 ferocious hill cannibals and
150,000 converted cavnibal Methodists, between whow an issue would
be raised as to whether the 20,000 hill cannibals were to eat the
150,000 converted Methodists, or the latter were to destvoy the former.
After n few wourds from Mr Mundelln in favor of the wmoticn, Mr
8I*Arthur expressed his willingness to withdraw it, but to this Sir C.
Dilke objected. Hventually the House divided, and the amendmens
of the Lon. baronet having been rejected by Bl to 28 the original
motion was negatived without a division.



