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NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

[Saturday, Oct. 24, 1874,

HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
SOCIETY.

It is our plensing duty to record the insuguration of another brauch
in New Zealand of the above society.

On Monday, the 12th October, St. Mery's Branch, Tavercargill,
was formally opened by Bro. Fred. J. Bunny, Past-President of St
Joseph's Branch. No. 78, the delegate appointed by the Execubive
Directory, Melbourne. The room in which the ceremony took place
was tastefully decorated with flags, evergreens, and emblems appro-
priate to the event.

The Rev. J. Carden opened the proceedings with prayer, and then
Mz Bunny read the following nddress :—

“Brethren, we are assexsbled om this occasion for the perform-
anee of an inleresting and_important duty—the formal opening of o
new branch of the H A.C.B. Society. Tt is by such means the benefits
of the society will become widely spread throughout Australasia, and
its principles more fully understood. The object of our society, in
tha first plece, is, by mutusl co-operetion, to provide against those
casualties of life which oll are subject to, and to advanee
in the paths of virtue, wisdom, and happiness, by prometing
the social, moral, and intellectusl condition of its members.
He who would become s Brother of this new branch musi prove
Lis moral fitness by submitting his character to the serutiny of
those with whom he wishes to associate; and if thet charec-
ter will not bear so strict a test, he is at once rejected, nor can
any branch neglect that solemn duty of testing the character of its
candidates without einking into degradation and endangering its own
existence. In opening this branch anothor link in the social chain of
the society is about to be ndded, and those whe hecome mem-
bers of it will take upon themselves a share of the responsibility con-
mected with it. The ruling power of the society—its Kxecutive
Directory—in sanctioning the establishment of this branch, doessoon
the express condition that the principle of subjection to the supreme
power of the society shall be always recoghnised, and thet no deviation
from its laws and regulations at any time shall take place. The
government of our nssociation being elective, n participation in ita
management is open to all ; but power without responsibility will no$
be permitted, or office without integrity and ability tolerated. These
brinciples are no less enforced in its individual branches than In its
sipreme government. Now, my brethren, having ealled your atten-
tion to the high ohjects and aspirations of the soclety, I have ouly to
say--Remember and keep the instructions and promises of your initia-
tion, and may you ever be favored with the blessings expressed through
its motta of Faith, Hope, and Charity.”

The delegate then.read the dispensation, and declared as fol-

lows

“ By authority of the dispensation now read, and in virtue of my
prerogative, I do hereby declare this (St. Muary’s) branch of the
H.A.G.B. Society duly opened and legally established for the earrying
out of all the objects and purposes of the said society now in opera-
tion, or hereafter to be edopted.”

The tandidates were then initiated full benefit members, nnd pro-
ceeded to elect their:officers. Bro.J. Muher was elected President ;
EBro. Wm. Hishon, Vica-President : Bro. Andrew M‘Menamin, Secre-
tary; Bro, J. Flannagan, Warden ; Bro. M. Walsh, Guardian ; Bros.
O'Gallagher, O’Martin, Brown, Sick Visifors; snd Bros. J. M*Mena-
min, W, Hishon, and J. Keveney, Trustees. The newly-elected officers
were then duly installed into their varions offices by the delegate. It
having been resolved, on tle motion of Bro. T. Connell, that the
general rules used by other branches of the society should be adopted
by the 8t. Mary’s branch, Bro. Bunny declared the new branch duly
snd formally instituted, and wished the officers and brothren “ God
speed.” The ceremony
d. Carden.

An ample and elegant supper, cutered by Mr D. Kingsland, was
then eprepd upoen the table, to which maost of the gentlemen present
condueted their lady friends from the adjoining aparfment, The
chair was aceupied by the Rev. J. Carden, supported on the right by
Mr. Bunny, on the left by Bro. J. Myher, the newly-elected Presi-
dent; and the vice-chair by his Worship the Mayor (T, Brott, Bsq.),
eupported on the right by Dr. Yorath, on the left by Messrs. Btone
and Muir. Altogether, about seventy persons sal down to the ban-
quet.  Mrs. Wallworth presided at the piano. The Rev. Chairman
read a letter from John R, Cuthbertson, Esq., M.H.R., regretting that
& prior ¢éngagement prevented that gentleman from being preseut, but
expressing his sympathy with the movement, and heartily wishing o
prosperous coreer to the X.A.C.B. Society of Invercargill.” The usual
loyal and patriotic toasts were duly proposed and responded to. The
toust of the evening—"The Hibernian Australusian Catholic Benefis
Society, coupled with the name of Delegate Bro. Fred. J. Bunny "—
wis proposed in s neat and approprinte speech by the Rev, J. Carden,
and most cordially honored by the assemblage.

Mr. Bunny begged to retwrn his most henrtfelt thanks for the
kind manner in which they had received the toast. He had also to
express his gratitude to them for their kind reception, and for the
¥urmn hospitality that he bad met with since his arrival amongst them.
He congratulated them on the establishment of a braneh of the
H.A,0.B. Society in Invercargill, and he truly hoped and prayed that
it might gradually grow and proeper. He was glad to say that the
rociety was sproading very rapidly, both in Vietorin and New Zealand.
There were now seventeen branches in New Zealand—viz., at Auck-
land, Grahamstown, Qtabuhu, Onehunga, in the Province of Auck-
land ; Napier, in the Province of Hawke's Bay ; Greymouth, Charles-
ton, Brighton, Greenstone, Ross, ‘Waimes, and Hokitike, on the West
Coast j at Christchurch, in the Province of Canterbury; at Oamaru,
Naseby, Dunedin, and Invercargill, in the Province of Otago. A dis-
pensufion had been granted for the opening of a branch in Welling-
ton, and arrange nents were now pending for the establivhment of
braneh at Neleon. All the branches in New Zealand are under the

control of the Executive Directory, Melbourne. In consequence of
the branches being s0 scattered, it hud been found somewhat diffcult

was then terminated with a prayer by the Rev.

to form them into District Boards, To form s District Board, five
branches at least must unite for that purpose ; therefore it may be
many years yet ore District Boards ean be formed in New Zealend.
When the movement was first mooted in Dunedin, he (Mr. Bunny) -
found it very ap-hill work, owing to a prejudice that had sprung up
agninst it. Despite every persuasion, people would persistently main-
tain that it was o party society, ushered inko life for the meys purpose
of serving o political end, and they sternly eet their backs against it,
beeause they thought thot it was calonlated to do more horm than
good. He could assure the ladies and gentlemen present that it wag
quite the reverse to a party socisty. No ; it had been established for
the grand purpose of making its members practical Catholics—for the
grand purpose of forming a golden link of fellowship and love
hetween Catholic and Catholic, ns well as for the wise purpose of
providing against accidents and sickness, to which we were all more or
less lable in this world. Perscns even now assert—and many of them
were Catholics, too—that the H.A.C.B. Society had already done
barm. They sy that since the establishment of the society (he was
speaking now of Dunedin), that Orange Lodges had eprung suddenly
inbo existence. Now, as for Orange Lodges, they need have no fenr of
them ; all they bad to do was bo give them plenty of rope, and stick
firm to their privciples. Again, in reference ta the insinustion thet
the society was a party one, and established only to serve a political
purpose, he begged here to state most emphatically that it was most
unjust and untrue ; and more, that the charge would not he brought
ogainst it, if only o little calm reflection were made. In the fixst:
instance, persons from every nation under the sun were admitted ps
members, provided always that they were practical Catholics, and, of
course, in s sound state of health ; and then, again, the rules gre
registered under the Friendly Societies’ Statute of Victoria, New
South Wales, and New Zealand. They received a severe scrutiny from
the Revising Barristers and Registrar-Generals of the Places named,
and pessing satisfactorily throagh that ordeal, surely they might with
confidence como to the conclusion that the society was not fettered
with anything of o party or political nature. To further strengthen
what he now asserted, he would quote a paragraph from the preface
to the general rules:— It may be necessary to call the attention of
non-members of the society to the facts that it is o benefit one, tho-
roughly under the immediate sanction of the Church ; is non-politieal,
having nothing of & secret nature ahoat it, neither 5igns nor pase.
words being used ; and that its meetings are open o the Press.”” He
(M Bunny) thought they would now agree with him that the societ )
o branch of whick he had inmugurated that evening in Invereargiﬁ,
was purely a Catholic Benefit Bociety, and that its one grest sim was
to ultimately make its members true servants of the great nakion
of notions—the loyal subjecta of the great empire of empires s in
other words, Iadies and gentlemen, to make them worthy members of
the grent kingdom of heaven. In Dumedin they had set sn example
to uﬁ the other branches ; they had taken advantage of o provision in
the laws, and had orgonised a Juvenile contingent in counection with
their branch. He had no hesitotion in sa ing that in the course of g
faw years the contingent =-n:1d prove itseﬁf to be the mainstay of the
society. Boys would reap zrent benefit from the contingent, because
it is the intention of the promoters to institute debating and othep
classes, and also to esmhlisﬁ a good library for the use of the contin.
gent, so that by those means the Cathelic lads of the next generation
wonld be raised considerably in the morsl, social, and intellectual
scale, and, therefore, he mointained that the public 2t large would be
benefitted by the contingent. He feared he was wearying them, so
he would eonclude by again congratulating them on the establishment
of a branch of the ﬁibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Socisty,
and trusted that many would join it. He could not sit down, how-
ever, without returning his sincere thanks to their good gnd
worthy pastor, the Rev. Mr. Carden, for the great assistance he had
rendered to him in the foundation of the branch. He might, with a
safe conscience, say that bad it not been for Father Carden, the
braneh would never have been formed, and he had no doubt thag they
would willingly join withhim in expressing & deep sense of their grati-
tude to Father Carden for the great interest he had taken in the matter,
He trusted that the 12th October would for the future be commemg-
rated with great rejoicings by the Catholics of Invercargill, for he
thought the ina.ugbura.tion of such an justitution as the H.A.C.B,
Societ.g onght to be looked wpon as a memorable cvent. (Ap-
lsuse).
P The next tonst, “ Our Pastor,” was responded to in a pleasing
manner by the Rev, J. Carden.

In repondiog to the “Mayor and Corporation,” Mr. Pratt ex.
pressed the great pleasure he felt in being present. His entire sym-
pothies were with the movement. He wished 0 make one suggestion :
many of the new arrivals were Catholics, and if the society could so
arrange as to meke them provisingl members, he was convinced that
the Colony would reap a great henefit therefrom.

A number of other toasts, interspersed with musie, vocal and
instrumental, followed, and o most enjoyable evening broke up at a
late hour.

Careur.—Catgut is probably eo named (if we may renson from
many parallel cases) becs se it hasno connection at all with the harm-
less necessary animal so directly alluded to. It is prepared from the
intestines of the sheep or goat, and the manufacture is chiefly con-
fined to Italy. The entrails nre scraped, steeped in water until the
outer membranes arg softened o as to be readily removed, when they
are again scraped. Thoy are again steeped in = weak eolution of
potash in water for s varying period, when they are drawn through
porforated plates, thoroughly cleaned and disinfected with the fumes
of burning sulphur, end then dried.

A man who had been bitten by & wild eat, has since been subject:

to curious freaks of madness. ]

The first steamer that appeared on the Pacifie, and buili more
than thirky years ago, is to be converted into a tow boat. She is
perfectly sound.



