
HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLICBENEFIT
SOCIETY.

Itis our pleasingduty torecord the inaugurationof another branchinNew Zealand of the abovesociety.
OnMonday, the 12thOctober, St. Mary'sBranch, Invercargill,was formally opened by Bro. Fred. J. Bunny, Past-President of St.Joseph's Branch. No. 73, the delegate appointedby the ExecutiveDirectory,Melbourne. The roomin which the ceremony tookplacewas tastefully decorated with flags, evergreens,and emblems appro-priate to the event.
The Rev. J.Carden openedtheproceedings withprayer,andthenMrBunny read the followingaddress :—:

—"Brethren, we are assembled on this occasion for theperform-anceof an interestingand important duty—
the formal opening of anew branchof theH.A.C.B.Society. Itis by such means thebenefitsot the society will become widely spread throughoutAustralasia,and

its principles more fully understood. The object of our society, inthe first place,is,by mutual co-operation, to provide against thosecasualties of life which all are subject to, and to advance
in the paths of virtue, wisdom, and happiness, by promoting
the social, moral, and intellectual condition of its members.He who would become aBrother of this new branch must proveMs moral fitness by submitting his character to the scrutiny ofthose with whom he wishes to associate; and if that charac-ter will not bear so strict a test, he is at once rejected, nor cananybranch neglect that solemn duty of testing the character of itscandidateswithoutsinking into degradation andendangeringits ownexistence. Inopeningthis branch another link in the social chainofthe society is about to bo added, and those who become mem-bers of it will take upon themselvesa share of the responsibilitycon-nected with it. The ruling power of the society— its ExecutiveDirectory—in sanctioning the establishment of thisbranch, doessoon
the express conditionthat the principle of subjection to the supremepower of the society shall be alwaysrecognised,and thatno deviationirom its laws and regulations at any time shall take place. Thegovernmentof our association being elective, a participation in its
management is open toall;butpower withoutresponsibility willnotbe permitted, or office withoutintegrity and ability tolerated. Theseprinciplesare no less enforced in its individualbranches than in itssupreme government. Now, my brethren, having called your atten-tion to thehigh objectsandaspirations of the society,Ihave only tosay—Remember and keep theinstructionsandpromisesofyour initia-tion, and mayyoueverbe favoredwiththeblessingsexpressed through
itsmottoof Faith, Hope,andCharity." or &

The delegate then-read the dispensation, and declared as fol-lows:—:
—

"By authority of the dispensationnow read,andinvirtueofmyprerogative,Ido hereby declare this (St. Mary's) branch of ther"V ii
S£ cietydulyopenedand legallyestablished for the carryingout ot all the objects andpurposes of the said societynowin opera-tion, orhereafter tobe adopted."

The candidates were theninitiated full benefitmembers,andpro-ceeded to elect their.'officers. Bro.J. Maher waselected President ;'i*ro. Wm. Hishon,Vice-President;Bro. AndrewM'Menaniin, Secre-
S?£ ;« *?' FlaQnagan> Warden; Bro.M. Walsh, Guardian;Bros.<-> (xallaglier, OMartin,Brown, Sick Visitors;andBros. J. M'Mena-min,W. Hishon,andJ.Keveney,Trustees. The newly-electedofficerswere thenduly installed into their various offices by the delegate. Ithaving been resolved,on the motion of Bro.T. Connell, that thegeneral rulesusedby otherbranches of the society shouldbe adoptedby the St.Mary'sbranch,Bro.Bunnydeclared the new branchdulyand formally instituted, and wished the officers and brethren

"
Godspeed. The ceremony was then terminated witha prayerby theRev.J. Carden.

'
An ampleand elegant supper, catered by MrD. Kingsland, was

then spreaduponthe table,to whichmost of the gentlemen presentconducted their lady friends from the adjoining apartment. Thechair wasoccupiedby the Rev.J. Carden,supportedon the right by
Mr. Bunny,on the left byBro.J. Maher, the newly-elected Presi-dent;and the vice-chairbyhis Worship theMayor (T.Pratt,Esq.),
eupportedon the right byDr. Yoratli, on the left by Messrs. Stone
andMmr. Altogether, about seventy persons sat down to the ban-quet. Mrs. Wallworthpresided at the piano. The Rev. Chairmanread a letter from JohnR.Cuthbertson,Esq.,M.H.R.,regretting thatapriorengagementprevented that gentleman frombeingpresent, but
expressinghis sympathy with the movement,and heartily wishing aprosperouscareer to theH.A.C.B. Societyof InvercargUl. The usualioyaland patriotic toasts were dulyproposedandrespondedto. Thetoast of the evening—" The HibernianAustralasian Catholic Benefitbociety,coupledwith the ;nameof DelegateBro.Fred.«T. Bunny "—
was proposedinaneat andappropriatespeechby theRev.J.Carden,
andmoßt cordially honoredby the assemblage.
i

" jMt" Bunny begged to return his moßt heartfelt thanks fo* the
iindmanner mwhich theyhad receivedthe toast. He had also toexpress his gratitude to them for theirkind reception, and for thewarmhospitality thathebadmetwithsincehis arrival amongst them.*J:c congratulated them on the establishment of a branch of theH.A.C.B.Society inInvercargill,andbe truly hoped and prayed thatitmight gradually growandprosper. He was glad tosay that the
society was spreadiug veryrapidly,bothinVictoria andNew Zealand,
lliere were now seventeen branches in New Zealand— viz., at Auck-land,Grahams!own, Otahuhu,Onehnnga, in the Province of Auck-land;papier,in theProvinceofHawke'sBay ;Greymouth,Charles-ton,Brighton, Greenstone,Ross, Waimea,andHokitika,on the WestCoast; at Chnstchurch, in the Province of Canterbury;at Oamaru,
JNaseby, Dunedin, andInvcrcargill,in the Province of Otago. Adis-
pensation had been granted for the opening of a branchinWelling-ton,and arrangenents were nowpending for the establishmentof abranch atNelson. All the branches in New Zealand are under the!
C<"lt=M)l °* the ExecutiveDirectory,Melbourne. Inconsequence ofthe branches beingso scattered,ithadbeen found somewhatdifficult

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday, Oct. 24, 1874/
to form them mto District Boards. To form a District Board fivebranches at least must unite for that purpose;thereforeit may bemany yearsyet ereDistrict Boards canbe formed in New ZealandWhen the movement was first mootedinDunedin,he (Mr Bunny)"
foundit very up-hill work, owing to aprejudice that hadsprung m>against it. Despiteeverypersuasion,peoplewouldpersistently main-tain thatitwas aparty society,usheredinto life for the merepurposeof serving apolitical end, and they sternly set theirbacks against itbecause theythought that it was calculated to domore harm than*good. He could assure the ladies and gentlemen present thatit wasquite the reverse toaparty society. No;ithadbeen establishedforthe grandpurpose of making its members practicalCatholics— for thegrand purpose of forming a golden link of fellowship and lovebetween Catholic and Catholic,as well as for the wise purpose ofproviding against accidentsandsickness, to which we wereallmoreorless liable inthis world. Persons evennow assert— andmanyof thmnwere Catholics, too— that the H.A.C.B. Society had already doneharm. They say thatsince the establishmentof the society (he wasspeakingnow ofDiinedin), that OrangeLodgeshadsprung suddenly
into existence. Now, as for OrangeLodges, theyneed haveno fearoifcnem;allthey had to do was to give themplentyof rope, and stickfarm to their principles. Again,in reference to the insinuation thatthe society was aparty one,and establishedonly toserve a politicalpurpose,hebeggedhere tostate most emphatically that it was most
Iunjustand untrue;andmore, that the charge would not be broughtagainst it, if only a little calm reflection were made. In the firstinstance, persons fromevery nationunder the sun were admittedasmembers, providedalways that they werepractical Catholics, and ofcourse, in a sound stateof health; and then, again, the rules'areregistered under the Friendly Societies' Statute of Victoria NewSouth Wales,and New Zealand. They receiveda severe scrutiny fromthe RevisingBarristers andRegistrar-Generalsof the placesnamedand passing satisfactorily through that ordeal, surely they might withconfidence come to the conclusionthat the society wasnot fetteredwithanything ofa partyorpolitical nature. To further strengthenwhat he now asserted, he would quote a paragraph from the prefaceto the general rules :— "ltmay be necessary to call the attentionofnon-members of tie society to the facts that it is abenefitone, tho-roughly under the immediatesanction of theChurch;is non-politicalhaving nothing of a secret nature about it, neither signs nor pass-wordsbeingused;and that its meetings are open to thePress." He(Mr Bunny) thought theywould now agree with him thatthesocietya branch of which he had inaugurated that eveninginInvercargiuwaspurely a CatholicBenefitSociety,and thatits onegreataim wasto ultimately make its members true servants of tie great nation,
of nations— the loyal subjects of the great empire of empires-inother words,ladiesand gentlemen, to make themworthymembers ofthe greatkingdom of heaven. InDunedinthey had setanexampleto all the other branches;theyhad taken advantageof aprovisioninthe laws,andhad organiseda juvenile contingent in connection withtheir branch. He hadnohesitationin saying that inthe course of afew years the contingent proveitself to be the mainstayof thesociety. Boys wouldreap greatbenefit from the contingent,becauseitis the intentionof thepromoters to institutedebating and otherclasses,and also toestablishagoodlibrary for the use of the contin-
gent, so thatby those means theCatholicladsof thenext generation
would be raised considerably in the moral, social, and intellectualscale, and, therefore,he maintained thatthe publicat large wouldbebenefittedby the contingent. BTe fearedhe was wearying them, sohewouldconclude byagaincongratulatingthem ontheestablishmentof a branch of the HibernianAustralasian CatholicBenefitSocietyand trusted thatmany wouldjoin it. He could not sit down, how-ever, without returning his sincere thanks to their good and■worthypastor, theRev. Mr.Carden, for the great assistance he hadrendered to him inthe foundationof thebranch. Hemight, with asafe conscience, say that had it not been for FatherCarden, thebranch wouldneverhave beenformed, andhe had no doubt that theywould willingly join withhimin expressinga deepsenseof theirgrati-
tude toFatherCardenfor thegreat interesthe had takenin thematter.He trusted that the12thOctoberwould for the future be commemo-rated with great rejoicings by the Catholicsof Invercargill,for hethought the inauguration of such an institutionas the H.A.C.B.Society ought to be looked upon as a memorable event. (Ap-plause).

The next toast,
"

OurPastor," was responded to in a pleasing;mannerby the 3iev.J.Carden.
In reponding to the

"
Mayor and Corporation,"Mr.Pratt ex-pressed the greatpleasurehe felt in beingpresent. His entire sym-pathies were with themovement. He wished tomale onesuggestion:many of the new arrivals wereCatholics,andif the society could co

arrangeas tomale themprovisinal members, he wasconvinced thatthe Colony wouldreap a greatbenefit therefrom.
A number of other toasts, interspersed with music, vocal andinstrumental, followed, anda most enjoyableevening broke up at alate hour.

Catgttt.
—

Catgutis probably so named (if we may reason from
manyparallelcases) beca'iee ithasnoconnection atall with theharm-
less necessaryanimal so directlyalluded to. Itisprepared from the
intestines of the sheep or goat, and themanufacture is chiefly con-
finedto Italy. The entrails are scraped, steeped in water until the
outermembranesaresoftened so as tobe readily removed, when they
are again scraped. They are again steeped in a weak solution of
potashin water for a varyingperiod, when they are drawn throngh.perforatedplates, thoroughly cleaned and disinfectedwith the fumes
of burning sulphur,and thendried.

Amanwliohadbeenbittenby a wild cat, has sincebeensubject
tocurious freaksof madness.

The first steamer that appearedon the Pacific, and builtmore
than thirty years ago, is tp be convertedinto a tow boat. She is
perfectlysound.
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