
Itis asserted that but for the Government -expenditure in the
Bengalfamine, 2,500,000 persons must havedied of starvation.

By means of thepostal service itis calculated that 3,300,000,000
oflettersare circulatedannually over the globe, or about nine and
a quarter millionsa day,or 100 a second.

After London, Dublin takes the largest quantity of coastways
bornecoal, the requirements of theIrishmetropolis during 1873being
805,095 tons, while Belfast absorbed 780,940. Next in order came
Plymouth, with 355,508 tons; Bristol, with 342,265 tons; and
Bridgewater, with306,355 tons.

Ata recent sale of the late Mr Sumner'spropertyat Boston,
ninety-five dollars were paid for an old Roman lamp, bearing the
inscription"

The Good Shepherd giveth his life for the Sheep," to
which the departedstatesman hadadded— "ofall colors."

The Chineso have completely domesticated the otter. In that
country every fishermanhas his ottersandcormorants. The otters are
trained to hunt in company, to attack, pursue, and seize the fish.
Travellers who have fished in China, state tliat they have seengood
well-trainedotterscurrently sold for £80.

Itappears from statistics just published that in England and
Wales at the endof last year there were 11,369miles of railway lines
open;that the total capitalpaid up, includingshares, loans, &c, was
upwards of £490,000,000 ;and that the total number of passengers
conveyed, including season ticket-holders, stood at upwards of
400,000,000. The total traffic receipts of the year amounted to27,000,000, the working expenses were nearly £26,000,000, andthe
net traffic receipts£23,000,000.

On condition that Glasgow and the neighboring towns which
drain into it defray the expenses, government has consented to
appoint there scientific men to inquire into the means by -which the
River Clydemaybe purified.

A laborernamedNolanhasbeenrescued fromdrowning atBray,
Ireland. Hehad tied his clothes round his neck witha.loaf of,bread
wrappedup in them, and intended,he said,to Bwim over to,England.
He was given into custodyas a lunatic.

A Russian princenamed WilliamRadzinolhas become a Catholic.
InRussianil converts toCatholicity forfeit their property,and lose all
prospectsof favors from the government.

Itisrumoured thatMrJ.Martin, the senior member for Meath,
will resignhis seat in order that Mr JohnMitchell may obtain » seat
inParliament.

Ithasbeen decided by the authorities at the Horse Guards that
when the hunting spurs providedfor issue to themounted services for
use with theknee boots havebeen usedup,no further supplies of that
description of spur will be made, but thatall subsequent issues of
spurs will be of the swan-neck pattern, which,can be fastenedto the
heelof theboot.

An Indian,named JustinianoHoxas,aged122 years,is enjoying
thehospitality of the Sisters' Hospital,inSanta Cruz,

A novel watch is said to have been invented by a Swiss watch-
maker. The motivepower is compressedair.

The population of Jerusalem is estimatedof19,000, of whom
about 5000 are Mahomuietans, from 8000 to 9000 Jews, and the rest
Christians of various denominations.

One of the severestpenalties to which criminalsinScotlandwere
in ancient days condemned was tobe deprivedof theuseof salt.

Polo,which has been supposedto be quite a modern, game, is
asserted tobe almost identical withone that flourished in the twelfth"

century amongst theByzantine aristocracy.
Itis apopular belief inSpain that a stork'segg is a certain cure

forhabitual intemperance.
Western Australiahas a species of eucalyptus, called raspberry-

jain wood, which derives its namefrom the similarity of the scent to
that preserve. It is a handsome wood, wellfitted for cabinet pur-
poses.

There is a tradition in theEast that whenSatan stepped out of
the Garden of Eden,after the fall of man, onions sprung from the
spot where he placed his right foot, andgarlic from that one which
his left ono touched.

An exhibition of the city of Pompeii, as it was 1800 yearsago,
is now to be seen in Paris, windingup with an eruption of Mount
Vesuvius, whichis said tobe splendid.

An American sheriff was lately arrested for stealing a set of
harness, which was foundin his possession.

The police,searching in the slums of Paris,have seized a paste*
sold in tin boxes, which, by contact with water, takes fire and burns
with greatintensity.

Every day a student is detailed to watchby the side of thetomb
of GeneralLee,at the Washington Lee University.

William B.Astor, the American millionaire, is now over eighty
yearsof age. Heis posscsssed of propertyworth 70,000,000 dollars, or
£14,000,000.

Mr Sesbohms, one of the chief photographers of the Transit of
VenusExpeditiononboard the

'UnitedStates steamer, which arrived
at theBluff onFriday, wascompelledtoremainatBahia,Brazil,being
unable to continue the voyageon account of protracted sea-sickness.

The word"Whig" issaid tohave originated in England in the
sixteenth century, whenapartyarose who favoreda republicanform
of government. They adopted as their motfco the words "We hope
inGod," the initials of which form the word "Whig." The word
thus means oppositiontokings andmonarchies.

BaronRothschild, just dead at Vienna.,has left the.greaterpart
of his fortune as fixedcapital in thebank in whichNathaniel, Ferdi-
uan,and Albert arepartners.

Itis a singular fact, though not generallynoticed, thattho back
of one's headin healthis warmer to the touch than the forehead. In
sickness, viceversa.

#

Forty-seven thousandGermanshave gone back toPans tolive.
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has been oft times verified, and it -would seem thatthere is a cer-
tain periodwhenaccidents,like otherills, become epidemic.

The Albion with the Suez mailarrived on "Wednesday morning
her letters were delivered in Dunedin sevendays in advanceof con-
tract time, or on the dayon which she was due inMelbourne. By it
thereis English news to the13th instant,and for thefirst timewehave
Europeanevents eight days after their occurrence. On the arrivalof
tho atMelbourne, Mr Vogel, thePost-master General being still
in "Victoria, promptly made arrangements with Messrs M'Meckan.
and Co., to have the New Zealand mails forwarded by both the
Albionand Tararua,the former carrying thosefor Otagoand Canter-
bury;the latterstartingthreehoure afterwardswith themailfor"West-
land,Nelson,andNorthern ports. Mr Vogel also appliedto Messrs
BrightBrothers, who courteously agreedtodetain the Hero at Syd-
nsy,toallow time for the Wentworth tocarry theAucklandmails. The
Hero willprobably leaveSydney with those mails late on Saturday
evening,the 17th inst. AlthoughMrRussell has come to anunder-
standing with theNew South"Wales Government as to the Califor-
nianmail service,ithas not yetbeenreduced to writing. Mr Russell
returns to New Zealandby the Hero. The Macgregor has been,
chartered for Californianservice, andis tocall at Auckland for mails.

The following incident mayappear amusing to those whoreadit,
butitcontains a moral for all unfortunates placedat the mercy of
rapacious landlords. Some few months since a well-knownresident
of the town4 the possessor of some land in the vicinity of Ken-
Bington, determined to take advantage of thehigh rentals ruling, and
erectdwellings thereon. Scarcely had thetimber been on the ground
when oneof the houses in prospective was takenat therespectable
figure of 14s. per weet, tho knowing owner clapping on twenty-five
per cent, toallow forcontingencies. When thebuilding was finished,
the tenant had scarcely taken possession of the premises whenhe
was favored with weather which quickly improvisedanartificial lake,
andeffectuallybarred egress and ingress withoutcalling into requisi-
tion the serviceof sea-boots. Availinghimself of thefirst opportunity
of gettingashore,he hastenedto acquaint the landlordwith theun-
enviable state of affairs. He had, however, to return satisfiedwith
anexpressionof sympathy and regret from that individual. Inthe
course of time the weatherabated,and the suffererdiscovered, through
the splits in the floor, that the flood had gone down,and that the
grasswas visible in its place. Again he repaired totown, and onin-
forming the proprietor of the double fact, a smile illumined his
countenance as he observed: "Oh, then in that case the1 rent in
future willbe sixteen shillings!" Anxious to know whetherhehad
beenindebted to the dispersionof the waters,or the increased facility
afforded for admiring the landscape for the enhancedvalue of the
tenement, he wished for some further information. This he was
afforded withmorepromptitude thansatisfaction, ashe was informed
that the rent would be not sixteen but eighteenshillings. The un-
fortunate querist hastily beat a retreat, depriving himself of the
pleasure of wishing the speaker "good evening," fearful lest that
courtesy should cost him another two shillings. The worstof itis
that althoughhe could leave the landlord, he cannot the house,but
Bince thenhe forwards the eighteen shillings, and keeps clear of that
man.

Thenewsbrought by theAlbionis ofanunusually tamecharac-
ters,noincident of notehaving occurred, the intelligence of whichhas
not benanticipatedby theMikado. For oncethe telegraphic columns
are, happily, conspicuous for the absence of those calamities and ca-
tastropheswhichgenerally form theprincipalandmostnumerous items.
"We learn that thepresent occupantof the "White House does not in-
tend to seek re-election for thePresidential Chair, but feel rather
doubtfulof the veracity of the report. President Grant,althoughhe
has ruled the UnitedStatesfor a double term of office, isnone theless
popular at the present day than he was eight years since,even when
he appearedbefore the people,asthe victorious commander, his laurels
stilj. green and his achievements fresh in the minds of the people.
The reportmay be true, butwequestionif anyopponentwouldhavea
betterchance ina contest, and it is unlikely that a man of General
Grant's energy and activity, would, while yet in the primeof life, vol-
untary resign theposition to which his abilities have raised him, and
which heh*shitherto maintained withsuch credit.

The following telegram, datedBrisbane, 29thxilt., whichappears
in the Sydney 'Freeman'sJournal,' of the 16th inst., should be read
withinterest and profit by intending visitors to the Palmer rush:

—
"Newshus beenreceived from Palniersville of theholding of a large
publicmeeting,at Stouey Creek,of the representativesof the various
camps. BishopQuinnpresided. The followingresolution waspassed
withoutdissent:—' That,in consideration of tho present condition of
the gold ileius, of the arrivalof alargenumber ofmen from thesouth,
andof the inevitable danger of a famine during the rainy season,
whichis fast approaching, this meeting deems it its duty toensure
publicity for the following facts: that there is no alluvial mining at
present,except whatlios been alreadyworked; thatamajority of the
diggers aronot earning wages; thatmany are not makingrations, a
considerable number are in a worse position; that the quartz reefs
cannot,as worked, affordlucrative employmentuntilmachinery is on
the ground; that the present rate of chargesfor provisions is exor-
bitant, seeing that they cannot be procured for less than an ounce of
goldper manper week; that the present prices for rationsat theprin-
cipaleanipd are—flour, 3s perlb;sugar, 8s 6dperlb;tea, 7s per lb;
salt, 2s 6ciper lb;jam,3s 6dper lb;potatoes,4s per lb; rice, 3s 6d
per lb;blucher boots,-which canbe bought for 5s inBrisbane or Syd-
ney,30s to 3os per pair; that supplies being forwarded from Cook-
townandTownsville areunequal to thepresent wantsof the popu-
lationon the goldfields;and that largenumbers of miners areleaving
the diggings ior fear of a famine during the rainy season."

7

1 Krupp, thecelebratedgun maker, pays £10,000 taxesonanincome
of £336,000. ' " -


