
Wht. theEabs should hot be Boxed.
—

The passage to tho
earsis closed by a thin membrane, especially adapted to be influ-
enced by everyimpulse of the air, andnothing butthe air tosupport
ifc internally. Ifanyonedesigned to break or overstretch the mem-
brane he could scarcely devise a more efficientmeans than tobring
thehandsuddenly and forcibly down upon the passage of the ear,
thus driving the air violentlybefore it,withnopossibility for itsescape
but by the membrane giving way. Many children aremade deaf by
boxes on tho ear in this way. There are better ways of punish-
ment.

Gibdling-THE Globe.— During the last six yearsthe increase
of meansof communication invarious partsof the globe,has been as
follows:— Lines of telegraphwire have been increased from 57,166 to77,000geographicalmiles,anda completeline nowruns fromSanFran-
cisco across the Continent of America and the Atlantic, through
EuropeandSiberiato themouthof the Amur, on the eastern con-
fines of Asia; whilebranch lines connect India,Japan, andAustralia.
The mileage of railwayshave increased during the same periodfrom
24,500 to 37,300miles;and a calculationhas been arrivedat thatno
fewerthan 4,000,000 of peopleare daily conveyed by this species of
locomotion.

RepobtingFobty Yeabs ago.
—

With the aid of poßt horses,
macadamised roads, shorthand,andsteamprinting, awonderfulfeat

—
wonderfulat that time of day—

was performedby the
'
Times

'
forty

yearsago (1834). A grandbanquet wasgivento EarlGreyatEdin-
burgh by his Scotch admirers,and the 'Times

'
sentdownreportersof

theirown to describe. theproceedings. They left the roomattwelve
o'clockat nightonMonday, the15th,andat one o'clock in the after-
noonof Friday thatnewspaperreachedEdinburghbymail with a full
account of the proceedings. The reporters, it seems, postedup in
thirty hours, so that they wereinLondon onWednesday morningat
six o'clock. This was deemed so wonderful in 1834, that Lord
Henry Cockburndeemedit worthy of specialnote.

The Seven Wondebs op the VVobld.— 1. The Colossus atRhodes,onehundredand twenty-one feet in height,builtby Charles,
a.d. 258, occupying twenty years in making. It stood across the
harbor atRhodes twenty-sir years,and was then thrown downby an
earthquake. Itwas thenbought by a Jew from theSaracens who
loaded nine-hundred camels with the brass. 2. The Pyramids of
Egypt. The largest one engaged three hundred and sixty thousand
workmen, was fifty yearsin building, andhas now stoodatleast three
thousand years, 3. The Aquaducts of Rome, constructedby Appius,
the Censor. 4. Labyrinths ofPalmetichus,on thebanks of theNile,
containing within one enclosure one thousand houses and twelve
royalpalaces,all covered withmarble and having only one entrance.
The building was said to contain three thousand chambers anda hall
built ofmarble, adorned withstatuesof the gods. 5. The Piiares oifAlexandria,a tower of PtolemyPhiladelphus, in the year 172, B.C.
Itwas built as a lighthouse, and contained many magnificent gal-
leries ofmarble

—
a large lantern at the top, the light of whichwas

seennearly onehundred miles off. Mirrors of enormous size were
fixedround the galleries,reflectingeverything onthesea. Acommon
tower is nowerected in the same place. 6. The walls of Babylon,
built by the orders of Semiramis or Nebuchadnezzar,and finished in
one yearby two hundredthousandmen. 7. The Temple ofDiana at
Ephesus, completedinthe reignof Servius, the sixth king of Eome.
Itwas four hundredand fifty feet long, two hundred broad, andwas
supportedby one hundredand twenty-threemarblepillars.

A Naebow Escape.— One of themost remarkable escapes ever
made was that of M. de Chateabrun during the reign of Terror in
Paris. He wassent to executionwith 20 other prisoners, but after
the fifteenthhadfallen, the guillotine, gotout of order, aud a work-
mansent for torepair it. The five remaining victims wereleft stand-
ing in frontof themachine, with their hands tiedbehind them. A
French crowd is verycurious, and the people kept pressing forward
to see themanarranging the guillotine. By dpgrpes M. de ChtUenu-
brun wasshoved to the rear ofhis companions, and found himself in
the front rowof the spectators,then in the second, and finally well
behind those whohad come to see his headcut off. Before theman
could get the guillotine in workingorder, night began to fall, andM.
<le Chateabnm slipped away. When in the Champs Elyse'es he
tolda manthat a waghad tiedhishands, and thenrobbedhim of his
hat, and the simple individual set him free. A few days after he
escapedfrom Irance,buthis companionsallperished.

Intebestijng Abmy Statistics.— According to areturn which
has been preparedthe nationalities of the non-commissionedofficers
andmen of theBritish army were as follows:

—
On the first of Jan-

uary,1873— English, 674 ;Scotch, 85 ;Irish, 237; foreigners, five
per 1000. On the Ist of January, 1868, they were

—
English, 593 ;

Scotch,94; Irish, 308;foreigners, five per 1000men. The religious
denominations are given as

—
January Ist, 1873, Church of England,

including Dissenters, 681;Presbyterians, 96 j" Catholics,230 per1000.
On the Ist January, 1861, they were— Church of England, 604;
Presbyterians, 111;Catholics,285 per 1000. On the Ist January,
1868, they werereturnedas

—
Church ofEngland,616;Presbyterians,

96 ;Catholics, 287 per 1000. In1873 there were only 60 per 1000
who couldneither read nor write, in comparison with95 per 1000in|
1868, and190 per 1000 in 1861. In1868 there were 68 per 1000 re-
turned as of superior education, as distinguished from those whocan
read and write well, whereasin 1873 there were326 per 1000 in this
category.

What it costs toBoila Fbiab.— The following singular bill
for hanging andboiling a friar is extracted from an olddocument:

—
"Account of the hanging andpar-boiling of Friar Stone, at Canter-
bury, in 1539. Paid for half a ton of timber to make a pair of gal-
lows for to liang friar Stone, 2s 6d; to a carpenter, for making the
same gallows, Is 4d;to a laborer that digged the hole, 3d;other
expenses of settingup the same,and carriage of timber from stable
gate to the dungeon, Is;for a hurdle,6s ;for a load of wood and

NEW ZEALANDTABLET. [Saturday, Oct.24, 1874
fora horse to drawhim to the dungeon, 5s 3d;paid to men thatsatat tiekettle andpar-boiledhim,Is;to three men that carried hir-quarters to the gatesand set themup, Is; for haltera to hang himand sandwich cord and for screws. Is;for a woman that scummedthe kettle, 2s;tohim thatdidexecution,3s 8dj total14s Bd."The Gbbnadieb Guabds.

—
The IstRegimentofBritishHouse-holdGuardsknowngenerallyastheGrenadierGuards has a historyof more than two centuries. It has been the nucleus of the armywhichhas placedonits standards "Blenheim,"and "Waterloo,"andhas beenfor many years the oldest body of the kind in the world-While in the changes of human thingsits noblest and most renownedantagonists, the Maison dviRoi, the Gardes Franchises, and,chief ofall, the Old Guard of Napoleonhave become mere traditions andshadows,it still nourishes inundecaying vigor, andlinks the gloriesof tie present with thepast.

Something likeaHailstobm.
—

The City ofMilan wasvisitedon the13th of Juneby amost terriblehailstorm. Theforceandnoisewithwhich thehail came down,and the extraordinary size of thehailstones
—

some as largeashen'a eggs
—

weresuch that it appearedas if some celestial edifice hadbeen destroyed, and the ruins hurled
downupontheearth. With such fury didit descend that thebirds
unable to find shelter, the trees affording little or no protection,felldeadin hundreds,andwhenthe stormhad passedthe people picked
basletfuls frompigeons downwardsinsize.

The Human Stattibb.
—

The whole human figure should be sixtimes the size of the feet. Whether the form be slender or plump-
the ruleholdß good;any deviation fromit is a departurefromthehighestbeauty of proportion. The Greeksmade all theirstatues ac-
cording to this rule. The face from thehighest point of the fore-
headwhere thehair begins, to the chin is one tenth of the whole
6tature. The handfrom the wristto the middle finger,is the same.Fromthe top of the chest to thehighest partof the forehead is the
seventh. If the face, from the roots of the hair to the chin,be
divided into three equalparts, the first division determines the place
wherethe eyebrows meet,and the second the place of the nostrils.The height from the feetto the top of theheadis the distance from-
the extremityof the fingers when the arms are extended.The Chabactebistic op Gats.

—
The following are given as

trustworthy
"points" ofthe domesticfavourite

—
the cat. Tortoise-

shell cats are always docile, affectionate, tidy, and good mousers;
theyare also long lived. Grey catsare the quietest tempered. Black
cats are the slowest. Maltese cats arenot so cleanly in theirhabitsUs
those of the other species. large ears denote sagacity. A longtail
is the sign of a hunter. Yellow eyes with very small sights are not
so desirableas greyisheyeshalf coveredby theblackpupils.

Natube on the Side op the Females.— Among thebeings of
a lower type, plantandanimal, all themore recent observations indi-
cate that Nature herself systematically favours the females— the
mothers of the destined races. Nature's sturdiestbuds andher best-
fedbutterflies belongto this sex;her female spidersarelargeenough
toeatup a score of her littlemales;Natural selection, whether the
workingout of intelligent design or otherwise wouldmake this result
inevitable. We might expect that theneuter bee couldbe nourished
into the queen-mother. Ifrequiredto judge elpriori, we should de-
cide,if there benopredeterminationof the sex;since the one special
factin the femmine.organisna is the mate tendency to manufacture,
and, which certain limits,to store up reserved force for the future
needs of offspring.— 'PopularScience.'

A CttriottsCoin.
—

A copperpieceaffecting tobeof ten centimes
has got into circulation inFrance, of whicha note may be fittingly
made. Itbears the head of Napoleon 111. in a Prussion helmet.
Around theneck is a dog's collar, uponitis inscribed— "Sedan." The
circular legend is

"Napoleon111. le miserable;80,000prisonniers."
On the reverse side is anowlperchedona cannon,around

"Vampire-
Francais, 2 Dec.1,1851:Sept.,1870.

The Time o' Day in the Abmy.— For yearspastit has been
tie practice to havea

"watchclub
"
innearly everycorpsor regiment

intheBritisharmy by means of whicheverymember of the club be-
camepossessedincourseof time of a watchor otherarticle of jewel-
lery onpayment of a weeklysubscription. Thepracticehas nowbeen
discountenancedby the authorities,and a general orderhas been re-
ceivedat Chatham Garrison prohibiting for the future the establish-
ment of such clubs, asitis said they area source of crime, from the
fact that someof the treasurers, who were not sufficiently responsible
persons,have appropriated to their own use the money which had.
leen subscribed by themembers. Untilthis order wasreceivednearly
every corps in garrisonat Chathamhadits watchclub.

Novel Immigrants.— It is stated, says the 'Boston Journal,"
that apartyof army officers whohavebeen engaged inmountingguns
andotherwise putting the Gulf forts in serviceable condition, while-
sailing through MississippiSound,since the recent flood encountered
a remarkable scene. For miles were seen logs, driftwood,and patches
of turf andsoil floating out into the Gulf, filled with live animals,
who clung to their frailbarqueswiththe tenacity ofshipwreckedmar-
iners. Among the animals were seenrats, racoons,'possums,rabbits,
alligators, and moccasin snakes in uncounted numbers, all brought
down from the swampsand marshes,perhaps from fifty to one hun-
dred miles inland. The novel exhibitionhad a scientific interest, as ib
suggested the mannerin which, duringpastgeologicalperiods,animals
were transported from regions farinland, to the mouths of estuaries,
and theirbones being entombedin soft mud, furnished the organic
remains whicharepreservedfor ages in the hardenedstrata. Itwas,
doubtless,by similar means that the fossils now found in the solid
limestones were engulfed andpreserved;and also that animal life has
beendistributed over portionsof the globe.

A woman named Betsy Letheron is now living at Tring who
last birthday reached the extraordinary age ofHIyears. During the
harvestlast year she cut several sheaves ofwheat, and intends,ifall
is well,makingher appearance this yearupon thefarm of MrMead,
BituatedbetweenTring andLittle Tring.

WAIFS AND STRAYS.
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