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NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN
SCOTLAND,

——

* PRESTDIOR,” 28 Dr Nowman asserts in one of his invaluable works,
* ig the life of the ?roteabnnt view,” and untrue trodition * its sustain.
ing power” In diligently promoting the former, snd in swelling the
dark mass of the latter, fulse historitne Lave taken a very prominent

art. Scarcely a writer on the ecclostastical bistory of England or

cotland has flourished since the time of the Reformation who hes not
prostituted his pen to the cause of wrong, and so lent his aid in
thickening around his unfortunnte fellow-conntrymen the mist of
ignorance and misapprehension by which they have been a0 long and
fatally envel.ped. The clouds, however, are’at length becoming loss
opaque, the atmosphere is perceptibly lightening, Here and there
raya of truth are piercing through the surrounding darkness, and by-
and-bye, we firmly believe, the obacurity will altogether vauish,

But in effocting His designs, however great, God acts ordinarily
through human instrumentality, and there 35 no doubk that writers
who, like Mr James Walsh, atand forth boldly to confront falsehoed
with truth, are to be amongst His honoured agents in the work of
Britain’s enlightenment. The volume hefore us, we are told by its
author, was commenced more than twenty years ago, and had the
whole of those years been occupied in ite compilation we should not
have deemed the time misspent, Evidenca of laborioas research and
of painstaking industry in the collection of facts isstamped nupon every
Fuge, authority is given for each agsertion, Protestant anthors ave

argely quoted, and the book is characterized by an _impartiality and
sbsence of bitterness which will render it very generally useful, -
. Aasthe title states, the history sommences with the first introduc-
tion of Cllrmtmn’lty into North Britain, and interesting accounts,

-collated from verious sources, are given of the earliest missionaries to
the country. Amc)ngst them appear the well known uames of St
Regulus, o Greek Bishop, who brought to Caledonia the relics of 8t,
Andrew, Bt. Ninian, St. Palladius, St. Servanus, 8t. Columba, and the
Monks of Tona. In a consecutive manner the Church’s history i3 eon-
tinued up to the time of the Reformation ; immediately preceding
‘which event Scotland is shown to liave heen in a flourishing condition,
prosperous nud'wealthy, with universities and colleges, compulsory
-education established by Act of Parlisment, virtuous and religious, and
therefore happy.

The historieal facts brought forward in this chapter (writes Mr

‘Walsh) are more than sufcient to disprove the statements of supers
ficial Prol;gstant writers, who assert that the people of Sentland were

“* grosaly ignorant,” “ wretehedly poor,” and “ miserabls slaves” in
Catholic times. On the contrary, we have seen Scotland become con-
solidated, pros; erous, happy, free, and independent under the fostering
<are of the Catholic Church; lier Cathulic kings courageous and
triumphant on the field ; her Catholic Bishope and priests patriots of
the truest and most unfAinching kind ; and the Catholie people heroic
and brave, under every circumstance, in the long-continued and
arduous struggle to free their native land from a foreign yoke, The
names of Wallace and Bruce, of Douglas and Randolph, are imperish-
ably recorded in the anusls of Scottish history. 'We bave seen trade
and commerse flourishing, and the various arty of civilized life
encouraged and protected by the Chureh,

... Under her fostering care the hamlet grew into the village, the
village into the town, snd the town into the royal burgh and mercantile

-sowmunity, In gho:t, the more the early records of Scottish history
ave mvesbigated, the more clearly does it appear that the whele peopla
of {Scotlund, but particalarly those who lived by their labour, now
called the working classes, were bettar instructed in raligion, better
fed, better el_uthed, bgtter cared for, more ensily worked, and in every
Tray more virtuous, independent, happy, aud free in Catholic times
than they have ever been since the Protestant Reformation.

The reverse of tlis plessant picture ia given a little further on in
he book, when the Protestant Reformation with its blighting effects
;;10 gt:l-le‘: moral, mental, and physical condition of the people was in

85 = .

The condition of the couniry would have drawn pity from the

hardest heart. The people engaged in a furious butchery of each
other, constantly kept'up by the infernal policy of Blizabeth. Every

eacotul and useful art was entirely at a stand. Agriculture, manu-

actures, and commeree were neglected, Nothing was beard from one
end of the country to the other but the clangour of arms and the rooe
of artitlery ; nothing seen but villages in flames, towns belengured by
armed men, women and children flying from the cottages where their
fathers or busbends had been inmssacred, the pulpits surroanded
by srmed men with their hands on their swords ; whilst Knox and the
Preachers fanned the flame of discord by declaiming against the Queen
@s a Jezebel, a murderer, and an adulteress, deserving of instant desth,
threatening excommunication to all who suppaerted lLer cause, and
-declaring that there conld not be pence in the country until she and
her partizans were pusished with death.

No ecclesiastical history of the country conld be complete without
#ome account of the “ Great Reformer,” “whom Protestants clajm to
this day as the chief founder of their religion in Scotland, and the life
-and charsober of John Knox s thus sumimed up by our author :—

His wiole pablic Jife was speut in tremson, conspiracy, rebellion,
turbalence, sod bloodshed, He was born of poor parents, educated
by the charity of the Catholie Church, ordained a priest at the age of
twenty-five, was admenished, and afterwards expelled from the offics
of the priesthood for Lis crimes of impurity and for teaching horesy,

He joined the band of assassine who muardered Cardinal Beaton,
ond became their chaplain, was condemned to the galleys in Franco as
-oxe of the criminals, were ke remained for nineteen months, and wos
‘then liberated. Enox then came to England, where he beoame a
preacher of Lutheranism and Episcopalianism, although he profossed
to be a sort of Oalvinist in Scotland, . , ., , In 1559 ho retarmed
to Beotland still » rebel;.he at once Jjoined the rebellion going on
againat the regent Mary of Gluise. Ho wrote letters to the English
“Government under a feigued nams, soliciting money to aid the rebels,
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and an English army to invade and lay waste his native land e
urged the people fo destroy and ruin the charches, abbeys, and
religious estobitshments, und to burn all the ¢ivil and ecclesiaatical
histories, documents, charters, and records of the country. He was v
course, vulgar and vindictive rebel and traitor to hia queen and country
from the day Mary landed untit sho was dethroned. . . . He was
at all cimes o despicable coward, who fied from that danger whiclh was
the consequence of lis crimes. In Lis writings he defended and
praised the assussination of Cardinel Beaton, the Duke of Guise, and
David Rizzio, 83 being the work of Grod ; he also mainteined that gll
Catholics, clergy and laity, kings and subjects, cupht to be put to
death, so that he was thua the advocate of murder and the farcest
intolerance. He wns unsettled in his own creed, ar else nated the
hypoorite, as he was an Episcopalian during his stay in Eugland,
whilst in 8ecotlsnd he was a Calvinist and Preshyterian, Ho was a
calumniator and slanderer of the worst kind, as he in his writings and
sermons distorted facts, misrepresented passing events, falsified history,
and defamed the best of men and the most virtuous of women, .

Mr Walsh’s valable history is coutinued down o the present year,
and ends with an eacouraging report of the present condition of
Catholicism in Sootland, and 2 hopeful sugury for the future of the
Church in that conntry. In conclusion, we would say, that as & book
for referetice, no moro unseful publication has of late issued from the
press, and we have no doubt that it will become, as it well deserves to
do, & standard work. The materials contained iu it have been thrown
together in an attractive form, and the stylo is altogether pleasant and,
readable.-—~* Tablet,’

PRESS CARRIER PIGEONS.

Ong of the most curious incidents connected with modern Journaliam
is the regular employment of carrier pizeons in collecting intelligence
for the daily and weekly newspapers.  Iu the compstitive exeriions to
procure the ®Latest Intelligence,” it has beer found that for short
distanges newspaper reports can be sent readier, cheaper, and quicker,
by presa carrier pigeons, flyieg & mile per minute, than by tha Postal
Telegraph. These adrial postmen are entrusted to resident correspon-
dents in various places, ready to be despatched at any moment, whilst
others are sent out by veporters to places where important ovents are
transpiring. It is now no uncommon thing to see reporters at police
courts, inquests, public meetings, &ec., dispatch folio after folio of
* copy ” by press carrier pigeons tossed through the nearest windosr,
or thrown out of a train or steamer going at full speed. The attach-
ment of thees birds to the place of their birth, and their akility to
find their homes from marvellous distances, are, of course, their
distinguishing characteristics, A * columbier” or home is established
at the various newspaper offices, and whenever s bird nrrives with a
message the nct of the pigeon entering its cot sets a call-bell riuging
in the editor’s room, the bell machinery continuing in motion until
attended to. Being expressly bred for press purposes—conveying
news to our -~ ab cities —they are not the pure carrier pigean (whicl
in larger, heavic., and slower on the wing, and not sa well adapted for
press purposes), but are of & special pedigree, bred by Messrs Hartley
and Sone, of the * Woolwich Gazeteer,” Woolwich, from prize birds
imported frowr the best lofts of Antwerp, Brussels, and Liege; all
“ producteurs” being rejected which have not won a 800 mils " gone
coura.” Press carrier pigeous owe their origin to Darwin's principle
of * natural selection,” or the “ survivalof the fittest.” In the struggle
for life in connection with the compulsory flying of long distances, the
homing and flying powers of the pigeons are devaloped to a large
degree, whilst the birds which cannot do the distance are necessarily
lost and eliminated. The survivicg or winning voyagenrs become thua
educated to the highest standard of perfection, and this gyafem being
continued through many generations (the fying distances inerensing
every year) o race of pireous has been produced with powers whioch
a few years ago would have been desmed impossible. Press carrer
pigeons, though us 2 rule only used for short distences, in competition
with the electrie telegraph, can be specially trained to distances of
500 miles, and frequently fly to England from Dublin, Bruassels, Paria,
Lishon, and even Rome. The utilisation of the instincts of bicds is
being carried even further than this. An ocean homing bird, of great
doeility, intelligence, and spirit, has been found in Teeland, which fies
at a meteor-like speed of 150 miles an hour, und is oble to Gnd ita
home over ges and land, from any part of the habitable world, A

air of these birde a few days ago brought despatehes from Paris to &
ﬁ)nely spot, congenial to their noture, ina wild and roeky part of Kent.
within ten miles of London, in 14 hoar. Press carrier pigeons took
the despatches on to the City, the whole distance from Paris to Lon-
don, by sectual parcel mode of conveyanes, being done within 1% hour.
If the experiments at present being made in training and educating
them continue successful, it is hoped by next summer to establich a
daily ministure ocean mail beiween America and Europe, the whole
distance to be traversed between sunrise in one hemisphere nnd suuses
in the other.

Of all nations in the world the United States i_s most systema.
tically robbed by its public functionaries. San Fromeiseo is no excep-
tion to the rest of the State, and the system of auditing requires
improvement. .

The San Francisco € Chronicle,’ of September 8, etates that o new
Cutholic paper has been published in San Salvador, ealled the
‘Tndependiente ;* also, that B new paper, the ‘Estandarte Catolica ?
has just mado its appesrance in Santiago. The latter paper has been
received with eager curiosity by the representatives of the various
partios in the republic. .

ArCalifornisn farmer has twelve acres of hops from which he
expects to pick about 26,000 lbs, L. .

The West Point alumuni proposes to invite all the graduates of
the institution to meet and celebrate the Bunker Hill Centenary.




